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First, this administration’s Depart-

ment of Veteran Affairs has shown lit-
tle interest in, or commitment to, as-
sisting veterans in exercising the fun-
damental right to vote. Since 2004, the 
Department has often sided in Federal 
court against allowing third-party or-
ganizations to conduct voter registra-
tion drives at VA hospitals. Until this 
past April, the Department’s national 
policy was silent on whether it could 
assist disabled veterans access and 
complete voter registration forms. In-
deed, court findings appear to indicate 
that in some instances, the Depart-
ment may have even prohibited its own 
staff from providing such assistance. 

Second, although the Department 
has made recent strides to allow vet-
erans more access to voter registration 
forms, it has not gone far enough. 
Three months ago, the Department 
issued a written directive’ requiring all 
VA facilities to develop voter registra-
tion plans that would assist patients in 
registering to vote. I applaud this ac-
tion as a positive first step. However, I 
am concerned that the new directive 
stops short of mandating that VA fa-
cilities affirmatively offer disabled vet-
erans a chance to register to vote. To 
paraphrase Paul Sullivan, the Execu-
tive Director of Veterans for Common-
sense, the new directive only changed 
the Department from being in active 
opposition to veterans’ voter registra-
tion to passively supporting it. 

Third, and perhaps most troubling, 
the new directive prohibits third-party 
organizations and state election offi-
cials from conducting nonpartisan 
voter registration drives among vet-
erans at VA facilities. I am concerned 
that this ban will not only undermine 
the Department’s goal of assisting dis-
abled veterans in registering and vot-
ing, but will also make it more dif-
ficult for these Americans to partici-
pate in the political process. 

The Veterans Voting Support Act 
would address these concerns. This im-
portant measure would designate VA 
facilities as voter registration agen-
cies, thereby ensuring that the Depart-
ment actively offers veterans the as-
sistance they need to vote and register 
to vote. This provision would also pro-
tect disabled veterans from being 
disenfranchised by a procedural techni-
cality. In addition, the bill provides 
our veterans with information relating 
to the opportunity to request an absen-
tee ballot, ensure the ballots are avail-
able upon request, as well as provide 
assistance in completing them. 

It would also require a meaningful 
opportunity for nonpartisan groups and 
election officials to provide voter reg-
istration information and assistance at 
VA hospitals. The Department was 
founded on the principle that its first 
duty to veterans was to meet their 
medical, social, and civic needs, includ-
ing the full participation of veterans in 
our society. As a corollary, this provi-

sion will strengthen that mandate and 
send an important message to our vet-
erans: our country will make every ef-
fort to ensure that those who sacrificed 
so much to expand democracy around 
the globe are involved in our democ-
racy at home. 

Finally, to ensure that the Depart-
ment does not backslide from its crit-
ical function of expanding the civic in-
volvement of disabled veterans, the bill 
also provides reporting requirements to 
ensure that the Department complies 
with this important goal. 

The Nation’s disabled veterans have 
given extraordinary service to our 
country. These courageous men and 
women deserve our help to ensure that 
they receive the necessary assistance 
to guarantee their full participation in 
our democracy. I look forward to Sen-
ate passage of the Veterans Voting 
Support Act, and I hope the House and 
the President will act quickly on this 
legislation to ensure the implementa-
tion of this important measure in time 
for the upcoming national election. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 617—HON-
ORING THE LIFE AND RECOG-
NIZING THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
OF ERIC NORD, CO-FOUNDER OF 
THE NORDSON CORPORATION, IN-
NOVATIVE BUSINESSMAN AND 
ENGINEER, AND GENEROUS OHIO 
PHILANTHROPIST 

Mr. BROWN submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

S. RES. 617 

Whereas Eric Nord, an Amherst, Ohio, na-
tive was born on November 8, 1917; 

Whereas Eric Nord graduated from Am-
herst High School in 1935 and received a 
bachelor of science in mechanical engineer-
ing from the Case Institute of Technology, 
now known as Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity; 

Whereas Eric Nord co-founded Ohio-based 
Nordson Corporation with his father and 
brother; 

Whereas Eric Nord served as President of 
Nordson Corporation from 1954 to 1974, Chair-
man and CEO from 1974 to 1983, Chairman of 
the Board of Directors from 1983 to 1997, and 
Chairman Emeritus from 1997 to 2008; 

Whereas Eric Nord was awarded 25 United 
States patents; 

Whereas Eric Nord oversaw the early 
growth of Nordson Corporation from a local 
business with less than $1,000,000 in annual 
sales to a multinational corporation with an-
nual sales of $121,000,000; 

Whereas Eric Nord’s creativity and vision 
merited numerous honors and awards, in-
cluding an honorary doctorate of science 
from Oberlin College and the Case Alumni 
Association Gold Medal Award in recogni-
tion of outstanding technical innovation, 
successful business management, and dedi-
cated public service; 

Whereas Eric Nord established the Nord 
Family Foundation, the Nordson Corpora-
tion Foundation, the Community Founda-

tion of Greater Lorain County, and the Eric 
and Jane Nord Foundation; 

Whereas the charitable work of Eric Nord 
contributed more than $100,000,000 to worthy 
causes; 

Whereas Eric Nord was a strong advocate 
for civil rights, fighting to establish fair 
housing practices for minorities in Oberlin, 
Ohio, during the 1960s; 

Whereas Eric Nord was a beloved member 
of the community, philanthropist, husband, 
and father; 

Whereas Eric Nord was an advocate for 
education, the arts, and social services; and 

Whereas Ohio has lost an exemplary cit-
izen and innovator with the passing of Eric 
Nord on June 19, 2008: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate honors the life 
and recognizes the accomplishments of Eric 
Nord, a civic-minded business leader, com-
passionate humanitarian, and dedicated fam-
ily man. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 618—RECOG-
NIZING THE TENTH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BOMBING OF THE 
UNITED STATES EMBASSIES IN 
NAIROBI, KENYA AND DAR ES 
SALAAM, TANZANIA, AND MEMO-
RIALIZING THE CITIZENS OF THE 
UNITED STATES, KENYA, AND 
TANZANIA WHOSE LIVES WERE 
CLAIMED AS A RESULT OF THE 
AL QAEDA LED TERRORIST AT-
TACKS 
Mr. LUGAR (for himself and Mr. 

BIDEN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 618 

Whereas on August 7, 1998, the al Qaeda 
terrorist group, led by Osama bin Laden, or-
ganized nearly simultaneous vehicular 
bombing attacks on the United States em-
bassies in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam; 

Whereas approximately 4,000 people were 
injured in the Nairobi bombing, including 14 
United States citizens, 13 Foreign Service 
Nationals, and 2 contractors; 

Whereas 213 people were killed in the 
bombing in Nairobi, including victims who 
were employees of the United States Govern-
ment, or were family members of employees 
of the United States Government, namely— 

(1) the following United States citizens: 
Nathan Aliganga, Julian Bartley, Sr., Julian 
Bartley, Jr., Jean Dalizu, Molly Hardy, Ken-
neth Hobson, Prabhi Kavaler, Arlene Kirk, 
Dr. Mary Louise Martin, Michelle O’Connor, 
Sherry Olds, and Uttamlal (Tom) Shah; 

(2) the following Foreign Service Nation-
als: Chrispin W. Bonyo, Lawrence A. Gitau, 
Hindu O. Idi, Tony Irungu, Geoffrey Kalio, G. 
Joel Kamau, Lucy N. Karigi, Francis M. 
Kibe, Joe Kiongo, Dominic Kithuva, Peter K. 
Macharia, Francis W. Maina, Cecelia 
Mamboleo, Lydia M. Mayaka, Francis 
Mbugua Ndungu, Kimeu N. Nganga, Francis 
Mbogo Njunge, Vincent Nyoike, Francis 
Olewe Ochilo, Maurice Okach, Edwin A.O. 
Omori, Lucy G. Onono, Evans K. Onsongo, 
Eric Onyango, Sellah Caroline Opati, Rachel 
M. Pussy, Farhat M. Sheikh, Phaedra 
Vrontamitis, Adams T. Wamai, Frederick M. 
Yafes; and 

(3) the following contractors: Moses 
Namayi and Josiah Odero Owuor; 

Whereas 85 people were injured in the Dar 
es Salaam bombing, including 2 United 
States citizens and 5 Foreign Service Nation-
als; 
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