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Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I 

would urge passage of this bill and 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
HIGGINS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6226. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RONALD REAGAN CENTENNIAL 
COMMISSION ACT 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 5235) to establish the Ronald 
Reagan Centennial Commission, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5235 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Ronald 
Reagan Centennial Commission Act’’. 
SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT. 

There is established a commission to be 
known as the ‘‘Ronald Reagan Centennial 
Commission’’ (in this Act referred to as the 
‘‘Commission’’). 
SEC. 3. DUTIES OF COMMISSION. 

The Commission shall— 
(1) plan, develop, and carry out such activi-

ties as the Commission considers fitting and 
proper to honor Ronald Reagan on the occa-
sion of the 100th anniversary of his birth; 

(2) provide advice and assistance to Fed-
eral, State, and local governmental agencies, 
as well as civic groups to carry out activities 
to honor Ronald Reagan on the occasion of 
the 100th anniversary of his birth; 

(3) develop activities that may be carried 
out by the Federal Government to determine 
whether the activities are fitting and proper 
to honor Ronald Reagan on the occasion of 
the 100th anniversary of his birth; and 

(4) submit to the President and Congress 
reports pursuant to section 7. 
SEC. 4. MEMBERSHIP. 

(a) NUMBER AND APPOINTMENT.—The Com-
mission shall be composed of 11 members as 
follows: 

(1) The Secretary of the Interior. 
(2) Four members appointed by the Presi-

dent after considering the recommendations 
of the Board of Trustees of the Ronald 
Reagan Foundation. 

(3) Two Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives appointed by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. 

(4) One Member of the House of Represent-
atives appointed by the minority leader of 
the House of Representatives. 

(5) Two Members of the Senate appointed 
by the majority leader of the Senate. 

(6) One Member of the Senate appointed by 
the minority leader of the Senate. 

(b) EX OFFICIO MEMBER.—The Archivist of 
the United States shall serve in an ex officio 
capacity on the Commission to provide ad-
vice and information to the Commission. 

(c) TERMS.—Each member shall be ap-
pointed for the life of the Commission. 

(d) DEADLINE FOR APPOINTMENT.—All mem-
bers of the Commission shall be appointed 
not later than 90 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

(e) VACANCIES.—A vacancy on the Commis-
sion shall— 

(1) not affect the powers of the Commis-
sion; and 

(2) be filled in the manner in which the 
original appointment was made. 

(f) RATES OF PAY.—Members shall serve 
without pay. 

(g) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—Each member of 
the Commission shall be reimbursed for trav-
el and per diem in lieu of subsistence ex-
penses during the performance of duties of 
the Commission while away from home or 
his or her regular place of business, in ac-
cordance with applicable provisions under 
subchapter I of chapter 57 of title 5, United 
States Code. 

(h) QUORUM.—A majority of the members 
of the Commission shall constitute a quorum 
but a lesser number may hold hearings. 

(i) CHAIRPERSON.—The chairperson of the 
Commission shall be elected by a majority 
vote of the members of the Commission. 
SEC. 5. DIRECTOR AND STAFF OF COMMISSION. 

(a) DIRECTOR.—The Commission may ap-
point an executive director. The executive 
director may be paid at a rate not to exceed 
the maximum rate of basic pay for GS–15 of 
the General Schedule. 

(b) STAFF.—The Commission may appoint 
and fix the pay of additional personnel as it 
considers appropriate except that an indi-
vidual so appointed may not receive pay in 
excess of the maximum rate of basic pay for 
GS–13 of the General Schedule. 

(c) APPLICABILITY OF CERTAIN CIVIL SERV-
ICE LAWS.—The executive director and staff 
of the Commission may be appointed without 
regard to the provisions of title 5, United 
States Code, governing appointments in the 
competitive service, and may be paid with-
out regard to the provisions of chapter 51 and 
subchapter III of chapter 53 of such title re-
lating to classification and General Schedule 
pay rates, except as provided in subsections 
(a) and (b). 

(d) DETAIL OF FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.—Upon 
request of the Commission, the Secretary of 
the Interior or the Archivist of the United 
States may detail, on a reimbursable basis, 
any of the personnel of that department or 
agency to the Commission to assist it in car-
rying out its duties under this Act. 

(e) EXPERTS AND CONSULTANTS.—The Com-
mission may procure temporary and inter-
mittent services under section 3109(b) of title 
5, United States Code, but at rates for indi-
viduals not to exceed the daily equivalent of 
the maximum annual rate of basic pay for 
GS–14 of the General Schedule. 

(f) VOLUNTEER AND UNCOMPENSATED SERV-
ICES.—Notwithstanding section 1342 of title 
31, United States Code, the Commission may 
accept and use voluntary and uncompensated 
services as the Commission determines nec-
essary. 
SEC. 6. POWERS OF COMMISSION. 

(a) HEARINGS.—The Commission may, for 
the purpose of carrying out this Act, hold 
hearings, sit and act at times and places, 
take testimony, and receive evidence as the 
Commission considers appropriate. 

(b) MAILS.—The Commission may use the 
United States mails in the same manner and 
under the same conditions as other depart-
ments and agencies of the United States. 

(c) OBTAINING OFFICIAL DATA.—The Com-
mission may secure directly from any de-
partment or agency of the United States in-
formation necessary to enable it to carry out 

its duties under this Act. Upon request of the 
chairperson of the Commission, the head of 
that department or agency shall furnish that 
information to the Commission. 

(d) GIFTS, BEQUESTS, DEVISES.—The Com-
mission may solicit, accept, use, and dispose 
of gifts, bequests, or devises of money, serv-
ices, or property, both real and personal, for 
the purpose of aiding or facilitating its work. 

(e) AVAILABLE SPACE.—Upon the request of 
the Commission, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall make available nation-
wide to the Commission, at a normal rental 
rate for Federal agencies, such assistance 
and facilities as may be necessary for the 
Commission to carry out its duties under 
this Act. 

(f) CONTRACT AUTHORITY.—To the extent or 
in the amounts provided in advance in appro-
priations Acts, the Commission may enter 
into contracts with and compensate govern-
ment and private agencies or persons to en-
able the Commission to discharge its duties 
under this Act, without regard to section 
3709 of the Revised Statutes (41 U.S.C. 5). 
SEC. 7. REPORTS. 

(a) ANNUAL REPORTS.—The Commission 
shall submit to the President and the Con-
gress annual reports on the revenue and ex-
penditures of the Commission, including a 
list of each gift, bequest, or devise to the 
Commission with a value of more than $250, 
together with the identity of the donor of 
each gift, bequest, or devise. 

(b) INTERIM REPORTS.—The Commission 
may submit to the President and Congress 
interim reports as the Commission considers 
appropriate. 

(c) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than April 30, 
2011, the Commission shall submit a final re-
port to the President and the Congress con-
taining— 

(1) a summary of the activities of the Com-
mission; 

(2) a final accounting of funds received and 
expended by the Commission; and 

(3) the findings, conclusions, and final rec-
ommendations of the Commission. 
SEC. 8. TERMINATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commission may ter-
minate on such date as the Commission may 
determine after it submits its final report 
pursuant to section 7(c), but not later than 
May 30, 2011. 

(b) FACA NONAPPLICABILITY.—Section 14(b) 
of the Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 
U.S.C. App. 2) shall not apply to the Commis-
sion. 
SEC. 9. ANNUAL AUDIT AND AUTHORIZATION 

AND AVAILABILITY OF APPROPRIA-
TIONS. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—There is authorized to 
be appropriated $1,000,000 to carry out this 
Act for the period encompassing fiscal years 
2009 through 2011, but not to exceed $500,000 
in any fiscal year. 

(b) AVAILABILITY.— 
(1) Amounts appropriated pursuant to sub-

section (a) are authorized to remain avail-
able until expended. 

(2) Amounts appropriated pursuant to sub-
section (a) in excess of $500,000 shall be avail-
able for obligation only to the extent 
matched by an equal amount of nongovern-
mental contributions. 

(c) ANNUAL AUDIT.—For any fiscal year for 
which the Commission receives an appropria-
tion of funds authorized under this section, 
the Inspector General of the Department of 
the Interior shall perform an audit of the 
Commission, shall make the results of the 
audit available to the public, and shall trans-
mit such results to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform of the House 
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of Representatives and the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. HIGGINS) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. DAVIS) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I 

yield 2 minutes to Representative FOS-
TER from the State of Illinois. 

Mr. FOSTER. Madam Speaker, today 
I rise in strong support of H.R. 5235, the 
Ronald Reagan Centennial Commission 
Act. 

This bill is especially significant for 
myself and for my constituents, be-
cause Ronald Reagan was a native son 
of my district. Born in Tampico, Illi-
nois, and raised in Dixon, Ronald 
Reagan spent his life upholding the 
strong values of small-town America. 

Whatever your political philosophy, 
there is no doubt that Ronald Reagan 
left an indelible imprint on the fabric 
of America. The Great Communicator, 
he had an emotional connection with 
the American people that was sus-
tained through good times and bad. 

As a physicist, I want to pay par-
ticular tribute to President Reagan’s 
rock-solid belief that the world should 
be rid of nuclear weapons. That mo-
ment in Reykjavik, in 1986, when Mi-
khail Gorbachev and Ronald Reagan 
reached an agreement in principle to 
rid the world of nuclear weapons, is a 
moment and an opportunity that we 
should not have let slip between our 
fingers, and we should grasp and seize 
in the future. 

While we all recognize that we live in 
a dangerous world, nonetheless, nu-
clear disarmament is an aspirational 
goal that world leaders should strive to 
achieve. 

I would also like to take this time to 
commend Nancy Reagan for her 
strength during her husband’s illness 
and her steadfast devotion to President 
Reagan during his last days. Her work 
since his death has been essential in 
preserving his legacy, and we should 
pass this bill to honor her efforts. 

This bill, if passed, would establish 
the Ronald Reagan Centennial Com-
mission in order to honor the 100th an-
niversary of Reagan’s birth with activi-
ties, a postal stamp and a $1 coin. 

I urge my fellow representatives to 
vote in favor of this bill so that we 
may properly celebrate the life, legacy, 
and hometown of this consequential 
President. He was loved by his country 
and he is deserving of this honor. 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I would yield to the author of 
this resolution, Mr. GALLEGLY, the gen-
tleman from California, as much time 
as he may consume. 

Mr. GALLEGLY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 5235, the Ronald Reagan 
Centennial Commission Act. 

b 1745 
To prepare for the upcoming anniver-

sary of his 100th birthday on February 
6, 2011, Mr. BLUNT and I, along with 160 
cosponsors from both parties, intro-
duced this legislation creating the 
Ronald Reagan Centennial Commission 
to pay tribute to our 40th President. 

This 11-member bipartisan commis-
sion is similar to the others created for 
Presidents Abraham Lincoln, Theodore 
Roosevelt, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 
Harry Truman and Dwight Eisenhower. 
This commission will develop plans and 
memorials to honor President Ronald 
Reagan. These events will take place 
all over the country, from here in 
Washington, DC to his birthplace in Il-
linois, to California, where he lived 
most of his life. 

As a fellow Californian, I had the 
great pleasure of spending time with 
him when I first came to the House of 
Representatives in 1986. And as a mat-
ter of fact, his Presidential Library and 
burial place is only a few blocks from 
my own home in Simi Valley, Cali-
fornia. 

‘‘The Great Communicator’’ spoke 
for the American people, capturing the 
hearts of small-town citizens and world 
leaders alike. His remarkable career 
and public life spanned over 50 years. It 
began as a student leader, sports broad-
caster in Illinois and Iowa, then to Hol-
lywood as an actor and long-time presi-
dent of the Screen Actors Guild. 

California enjoyed an economic re-
surgence during his terms as Governor, 
and as President of the United States, 
his legacy is extraordinary. In 8 short 
years as President, Ronald Reagan pre-
sided over international changes and 
ushered in unparalleled peace and pros-
perity, not only for our Nation, but for 
the entire world. 

I want to thank my good friend, ROY 
BLUNT and his staff for supporting, as 
well as Chairman WAXMAN and the 
ranking member, TOM DAVIS, and their 
staffs for their assistance in putting 
this bill together. 

I also want to express my apprecia-
tion to our Majority Leader, STENY 
HOYER, for bringing this bill to the 
floor today. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
strongly supporting H.R. 5235, the Ron-
ald Reagan Centennial Commission 
Act. 

Mr. HIGGINS. We have no more 
speakers, but I will continue to re-
serve. 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

I again want to thank Mr. GALLEGLY 
and Mr. BLUNT for their work and lead-
ership on this bill, and for Mr. WAX-
MAN, the chairman of the committee, 
for enabling this to move forward in 
such an expeditious manner. 

On 9 separate occasions, Congress has 
established a commission or a joint 
committee to celebrate the life and ac-
complishments of one of our Nation’s 
Presidents or First Ladies. To date, we 
have honored James Madison, Thomas 
Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, Teddy 
Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson, Franklin 
Roosevelt, his wife, Eleanor, Harry 
Truman and Dwight Eisenhower. 

Madam Speaker, H.R. 5235, The 
Reagan Centennial Commission Act, 
would create a commission to add Ron-
ald Reagan to that list. Like previous 
commissions, the Reagan Commission 
will use the occasion of what would 
have been President Reagan’s 100th 
birthday in 2011 to call attention to his 
life and his numerous accomplish-
ments. 

The commission will plan activities 
for the year leading up to the Presi-
dent’s birthday. In the past, activities 
have included essay contests for stu-
dents, research papers, symposiums, 
events at particular historical sites, 
and even joint sessions of Congress. 

The commission will be composed of 
Members of Congress and individuals 
who have a knowledge or other exper-
tise concerning the life of President 
Reagan, including his childhood, his 
career in Hollywood and his political 
career and legacy. Given the impact of 
President Reagan on his beloved Cali-
fornia, the United States and the 
world, this is a fitting and a proper 
tribute. 

Madam Speaker, Ronald Reagan 
transformed our Nation. He spoke of 
limited government, commonsense val-
ues, and the bedrock notion of democ-
racy which built this country. He em-
bodied the optimism, the principles 
and the determination of our citizens 
and our Nation. The American people 
responded to his call, and he led this 
country back from a decade of decline, 
transforming politics forever. 

As a broadcaster, as an actor, as Gov-
ernor and as President, he gave voice 
to America. 

I am pleased to support this legisla-
tion, and I ask my colleagues to join 
me. 

Madam Speaker, I yield the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from California 
for introducing this measure. I urge its 
passage, and I yield back. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
HIGGINS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5235, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 14:19 May 03, 2011 Jkt 079102 PO 00000 Frm 00057 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR08\H22JY8.000 H22JY8er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
5C

LS
3C

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 154, Pt. 1115692 July 22, 2008 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MOTION TO GO TO CONFERENCE 
ON S. 294, PASSENGER RAIL IN-
VESTMENT AND IMPROVEMENT 
ACT OF 2008 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, 
pursuant to clause 1 of rule XXII, and 
by direction of the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure, I 
move to take from the Speaker’s table 
the Senate bill (S. 294) to reauthorize 
Amtrak, and for other purposes, with a 
House amendment thereto, insist upon 
the House amendment, and request a 
conference with the Senate thereon. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 
MOTION TO INSTRUCT 

Mr. HELLER of Nevada. Madam 
Speaker, I have a motion to instruct at 
the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Mr. Heller of Nevada moves that the man-

agers on the part of the House at the con-
ference on the disagreeing votes of the 2 
houses on the House amendment to the bill 
S. 294 be instructed to insist on the provi-
sions contained in section 221 of the House 
amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 7 of rule XXII, the gen-
tleman from Nevada (Mr. HELLER) and 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
OBERSTAR) each will control 30 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Nevada. 

Mr. HELLER of Nevada. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to offer a motion 
to instruct conferees on H.R. 6003, the 
Passenger Rail Investment Improve-
ment Act of 2008. This simple motion 
directs the House-Senate conferees to 
insist upon section 221 of the House 
bill, which states that ‘‘Amtrak shall 
be subject to the Buy American Act, 
the regulations thereunder, for pur-
chases of $100,000 or more.’’ 

Especially during these trying eco-
nomic times, it is important that Am-
trak, a taxpayer-subsidized agency 
that has never turned a profit, support 
American businesses and jobs. In fact, 
one of the most important ways Am-
trak could help the American economy 
is by buying American, especially by 
buying American oil. 

Amtrak runs on diesel fuel, and die-
sel prices in our Nation are at an all- 
time high. For the past several 
months, when I was at home in Nevada, 
the number one issue on the minds of 
my constituents was the high price of 
fuel. I am sure there is no difference 
than any other district, since fuel costs 
have reached record highs across this 
Nation. 

In fact, this week some of my con-
stituents were in town and came by the 

office. In talking with them, I was viv-
idly reminded just how the high cost of 
fuel, spurred by congressional inaction, 
is hurting families in my district. 

The Anderson family lives in Carson 
City with their two kids, Steve and 
Sarah. They are a model American 
middle class family. The father is a 
dental lab technician, the mother is a 
nurse. Their kids are good students and 
play basketball and volleyball. But 
gasoline expenses are hurting their 
budget. Disposable income for them, 
just like all Americans, is disappearing 
as they drop their kids off to play 
sports or attend their kids’ games. 

Record high fuel prices are not only 
crippling family budgets, but also pub-
lic safety efforts, educational institu-
tions, small businesses, and causing in-
flation in all manner of products and 
commodities. 

Despite several promises from the 
majority party, however, we have seen 
nothing that would truly help con-
sumers with the high cost of fuel 
today. Yet, April 18, 2006, more than 2 
years ago, then Minority Leader NANCY 
PELOSI stated, ‘‘Democrats have a plan 
to lower gas prices.’’ Again, April 24, 
2006, Minority Leader NANCY PELOSI re-
leased a statement saying, ‘‘Democrats 
have a commonsense plan to help bring 
down skyrocketing gas prices.’’ 

The parade of bold statements prom-
ising help for the American consumers 
continues. Majority Leader STENY 
HOYER, October 2005 said, ‘‘Democrats 
believe we can do more for the Amer-
ican people who are struggling to deal 
with high gas prices.’’ 

Not to be outdone, Democrat Whip 
JIM CLYBURN said, ‘‘House Democrats 
have a plan to help curb rising gas 
prices’’ in July of 2006. 

And Madam Speaker, we haven’t seen 
the results of these plans. The Amer-
ican people would like to see the plan. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I welcome the gentleman’s motion to 
instruct. The Buy America provision in 
Amtrak is comparable to the Buy 
America provision that I authored, got 
enacted in the 1982 Surface Transpor-
tation Assistance Act, to require all 
steel in the Federal Aid Highway Pro-
gram to be made in America, American 
steel. And we extended that to the 
transit program subsequently, and to 
the Corps of Engineers program. 

The situation with Amtrak is that 
there are two Buy America laws. The 
first was established in 1978. It requires 
Amtrak to buy U.S.-sourced equip-
ment, U.S. materials, U.S. supplies for 
purchase in excess of $1 million. 

As time went on, there was concern 
that there was a good deal of equip-
ment manufacturing moving offshore 
because our domestic rail transit, rail 
passenger transit systems were in de-
cline. There was little funding for 

them, and manufacturers were drying 
up in America, and the new sourcing 
was coming from foreign manufactur-
ers. So the Appropriation Bill of 2002 
required Amtrak to comply with the 
Buy America for procurements under 
$1 million, pursuant to Amtrak’s grant 
agreements. 

Our bill would require Buy America 
to apply to purchases of $100,000, being 
very specific about it, $100,000 or more. 
So this motion instructs the managers 
to insist, and we are happy to insist on 
those provisions. 

I thank the gentleman from Nevada 
for his motion. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. HELLER of Nevada. Madam 

Speaker, I reserve 5 minutes for the 
gentlewoman from Minnesota, Michele 
Bachmann. 

Mrs. BACHMANN. I thank my col-
league from Nevada (Mr. HELLER) for 
his leadership on buying American, es-
pecially as it relates to American en-
ergy sources. 

I also thank the Speaker, as well, for 
this 5 minutes. It is important, Madam 
Speaker, that we do buy American, es-
pecially American energy. 

Part of the problem that we have had 
for the last 31 years is that the United 
States, specifically the United States 
Congress, has almost made it a decided 
decision not to purchase American en-
ergy. 

How do I say this? 
I have a voting record in front of me, 

Madam Speaker, and it says this: When 
the votes have come on this floor to 
purchase American energy, this is how 
the votes have gone over purchasing oil 
and exploring for oil up in the ANWR 
region, where Mr. HELLER and myself 
were this weekend. Republicans voted 
over 90 percent of the time to buy 
American, yes, American energy in the 
ANWR region. Democrats, unfortu-
nately, Madam Speaker, voted ‘‘no’’ to 
buy American 85 percent of the time. 

When you look at purchasing Amer-
ican energy, Madam Speaker, through 
the coal-to-liquid program, Americans 
voted almost 100 percent of the time to 
buy American. Democrats voted ‘‘no’’ 
almost 80 percent of the time to buy 
American on coal-to-liquid fuels. 

On oil shale exploration, purchasing 
American energy through this tremen-
dous resource of oil shale exploration 
of which America is the Saudi Arabia 
of the world in Colorado, Utah and Wy-
oming, Republicans voted ‘‘yes’’ 90 per-
cent of the time, while Democrats 
voted ‘‘no’’ to buying American 85 per-
cent of the time. 

b 1800 

Sounds like we’re on a roll. Sounds 
like we’re on a trend. 

Well, unfortunately, Madam Speaker, 
the Outer Continental Shelf explo-
ration, Republicans also voted ‘‘yes’’ to 
buy American oil and American nat-
ural gas over 80 percent of the time 
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