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as leverage against the United States by Ven-
ezuela, Iran, or other potential adversaries as 
a result of increased energy prices. One of the 
most damaging ways Iran could leverage oil 
prices higher would be to disrupt or even cut 
off the flow of oil from the Persian Gulf. As 
chairman of the House Select Intelligence 
Oversight Panel, I believe it is essential that 
this NIE address Iran’s ability to attack ship-
ping and oil production infrastructure in the 
Persian Gulf region. Twenty years ago, Iran’s 
efforts to disrupt shipping in the gulf led di-
rectly to a military confrontation between our 
countries. Published reports indicate that Iran 
has greatly expanded its sea mine stocks, its 
ballistic missile force, and other assets that 
could be used to disrupt oil production and 
shipment through the gulf. The NIE must ad-
dress these issues if we are to have a full pic-
ture of Iran’s potential to drive oil prices higher 
through military action. I support this bill, and 
I urge my colleagues to do likewise. 

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased that 
we are able to consider this legislation today. 
H.R. 6545, the National Energy Security Act is 
an important proposal to ensure that policy-
makers get a comprehensive analysis of the 
way our national security and energy security 
are affected by rising energy costs. 

I applaud the gentleman from Louisiana for 
introducing this bill, and believe that is the 
right way to address this proposal. Last week, 
the ranking member of my committee pro-
posed this idea. But his motion made it clear 
that this was just a tactic to de-rail the intel-
ligence authorization bill. I said that this report 
was a good idea, and that we deserve to 
know the information that this bill requires. But 
I could not agree to the form of his request 
then because it would have sent the bill back 
through the committee process, effectively kill-
ing this bill, and would have denied critical 
funds that the men and women in the intel-
ligence community need to uncover and dis-
rupt terrorist plots—funds that he agreed were 
crucial to our national security. 

I hope that the House will pass this proposal 
now. It is important for us to understand the 
energy security implications of rising prices. I 
would note that the intelligence community 
has already done some work in this area. Last 
March, the intelligence community produced 
an unclassified report called, ‘‘Energy Security 
Dynamics Transforming International Politics’’, 
which covered some of the issues in this bill, 
but that report was not at the same level of 
rigor and coordination as the assessment re-
quired by this bill. 

This National Intelligence Assessment will 
provide a short-term and long-term assess-
ment of the outlook for prices, supply, and de-
mand for key forms of energy. The intelligence 
community can help us understand the plans 
for production and supply of energy sources 
from key energy-producing and exporting na-
tions. It can also help us understand how po-
tential adversaries who are energy suppliers 
will use dollar diplomacy or energy supply as 
leverage to achieve their goals. We also need 
to understand whether increased energy 
prices are going to fund terrorists. The format 
of this report will allow the intelligence commu-
nity to consult with the best minds in industry 
and academia. 

I would also note that this assessment is 
similar to one on the national security implica-

tions of global climate change that was in-
cluded in last year’s House-passed version of 
the intelligence authorization bill. We received 
that report last month, and the intelligence 
community management subcommittee held 
an excellent hearing on it. Both energy secu-
rity and global climate change have serious 
implications for national security. But both en-
ergy security and global climate change re-
quire solutions that cannot be solved by our 
military or intelligence community. The next 
President will have to deal with these chal-
lenges, and deserves the best judgment of our 
intelligence community. 

This bill ensures that the next President will 
have that advice. I urge my colleagues to 
adopt the resolution. 

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support 
of H.R. 6545, the National Intelligence Assess-
ment of Energy Security Act. This bill would 
require the National Intelligence Director to 
submit to Congress a national intelligence as-
sessment on the national security and energy 
security issues related to energy costs. 

Our national security is threatened by our 
dependence on foreign countries that do not 
share our views on democracy or our commit-
ment to combat radical Islamist terrorists. By 
relying on oil from OPEC in the Middle East 
and countries like Venezuela and Nigeria, we 
place our national security in the hands of au-
thoritarian governments. 

I believe our energy policy should be a bi-
partisan approach that reduces our demand 
by increasing conservation, including getting 
better mileage from cars, minivans, SUVs and 
trucks, and making electric appliances and 
lighting more energy efficient, increases the 
use of renewable fuels such as solar, wind, 
geothermal and biofuels, reduces speculation 
in the oil futures market, and increases our 
domestic supply of oil, natural gas and nuclear 
power. 

The national intelligence assessment re-
quired under this bill will show us the national 
security threats likely to increase should a 
long term, bipartisan plan not be implemented. 

It is critical we understand the con-
sequences of our increasing energy demand 
and take strong action to reduce our depend-
ence on foreign oil. 

Well over half of our energy derived from oil 
and natural gas comes from foreign pro-
ducers. Our energy consumption not only fuels 
our homes, our transportation and our indus-
try, but also transfers our wealth to countries 
and foreign interests that would do us harm. 
Our national security requires us to be energy 
independent, and I urge support of H.R. 6545. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in strong support of H. Res. 6545, 
the National Energy Security Intelligence Act 
of 2008, introduced by my distinguished col-
league from Louisiana, Representative DON 
CAZAYOUX. This legislation is an important 
step in ensuring that rising energy costs do 
not endanger American lives. 

It is obvious that the steep incline in energy 
prices that has been plaguing our citizens can-
not be tolerated much longer, as it has led to 
rising food costs, transportation costs, and in-
flation. In addition to these economic issues, 
energy prices also negatively impact national 
security. 

One key step in managing this situation is 
assessing the future supply and demand for 

crude oil, natural gas, and alternative fuels. By 
doing so, we limit the unpredictability of the 
energy market and its impact on daily lives. 
This will prevent energy and food crises like 
the one we are currently experiencing from oc-
curring in the future. 

Additionally, investigating the effects that 
rapidly escalating energy costs and extreme 
price fluctuations could have on national secu-
rity is absolutely crucial. The possibility of en-
ergy sales being used to fund terrorist organi-
zations or other adversaries of the United 
States, cannot be ignored. Americans cannot 
allow the money we spend on travelling to 
work or school everyday to end up in the 
hands of those who mean us harm. This is 
why we must know the implications of increas-
ing funding through energy revenue to poten-
tial adversaries of the U.S., and we must also 
understand the intentions of key energy-pro-
ducing and exporting nations with respect to 
energy production and supply. 

This legislation will allow us to decide which 
countries are trust-worthy business partners, 
and which countries we must limit our energy 
trade with. It is also necessary to examine the 
national security implications of America’s de-
pendence on international energy supplies in 
order to further determine the benefits of ex-
ploring alternative energy supplies. 

By requiring the Director of National Intel-
ligence to submit to Congress a national intel-
ligence assessment on national security and 
energy security issues relating to rapidly esca-
lating energy costs, H. Res. 6545 assures that 
these issues will be examined and addressed. 

As Members of Congress, and representa-
tives of the people, it is our duty to ensure the 
safety and well-being of Americans. I urge my 
fellow Representatives to join me in support of 
H. Res. 6545, which is an essential step for 
national security. 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
RUPPERSBERGER) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 
6545. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

b 2000 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE JOHN A. BOEHNER, RE-
PUBLICAN LEADER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable JOHN A. 
BOEHNER, Republican Leader: 
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, July 15, 2008. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House, 
U.S. Capitol, Washington, DC. 

Pursuant to Section 214(a) of the Help 
America Vote Act of 2002 (42 U.S.C. 15344, I 
am pleased to reappoint Mr. Thomas A. 
Fuentes of Lake Forest, California to the 
Election Assistance Commission Board of 
Advisors. 

Mr. Fuentes has expressed interest in serv-
ing in this capacity and I am pleased to ful-
fill his request. 

Sincerely, 
JOHN A. BOEHNER, 

Republican Leader. 

f 

FREE EGYPTIAN BLOGGER 
KAREEM AMER 

(Mr. KIRK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to call upon Egypt to demonstrate it is 
a force for tolerance in the Arab world 
by releasing Kareem Amer from prison. 

While other prisoners of conscience 
languish in Egyptian jails, the most 
troubling case is that of a young 
human rights blogger, Abdel Kareem 
Nabil Soliman. Kareem Amer, as he is 
known on the blogosphere, was sen-
tenced to 4 years in prison in February 
2007 solely for what he wrote on his 
blog—condemning Islamic extremism 
and the treatment of women. 

Tomorrow, Egypt celebrates Revolu-
tion Day, a holiday during which the 
Egyptian President customarily re-
leases prisoners. I strongly urge Presi-
dent Mubarak to release Kareem Amer, 
who now has served 17 months of his 
sentence. 

Egypt is one of the largest recipients 
of U.S. taxpayer aid, and we should en-
sure that the partners of ours of this 
magnitude are also dedicated to the 
freedom of expression. The release of 
Kareem Amer, the first blogger ar-
rested in the Arab world simply for 
what he wrote on his blog, would dem-
onstrate Egypt’s commitment to Inter-
net freedom and to human rights. 

f 

ENERGY PRICES 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
last week, President Bush removed the 
executive ban on offshore drilling. 
After the announcement was made, 
crude oil futures plunged. Prices fell 
$6.44 in the biggest one-day drop since 
the Gulf War. The next day, prices 
dropped another $4.50 to $134. This is 
not a coincidence. 

The Democratic majority says it will 
take years to produce oil from offshore 
drilling and that it won’t affect energy 
prices. 

If Congress lifts the ban on offshore 
drilling, we will continue to see oil 
prices fall. Energy traders do take gov-
ernment policies into account. Decid-
ing to develop our American energy re-
sources can immediately lower the cost 
per barrel of oil and can provide relief 
at the gas pump. 

Democratic Party leaders should 
heed the will of the American people 
and should schedule a vote to increase 
our American energy supply. 

f 

THE 34TH COMMEMORATION OF 
THE TURKISH INVASION OF CY-
PRUS 

(Mr. ROYCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, Sunday, 
July the 20th marked the 34th com-
memoration of the Turkish invasion of 
Cyprus. That invasion claimed the 
lives of 5,000 Greek Cypriots while an 
additional 200,000 were forced from 
their homes. Today, nearly 36,000 Turk-
ish soldiers, 1 soldier for every 2 Turk-
ish Cypriots, are embedded in Cyprus, 
occupying 35 percent of the island. It is 
one of the most militarized areas in the 
world. 

The Turkish and Greek Cypriots, 
themselves, live in harmony, making 
the occupation all the more unaccept-
able and unnecessary. There have been 
no recent incidents of violence between 
the two communities. In a show of 
friendship, Ledra Street, which con-
nects Greek and Cypriot Cyprus, was 
recently opened for the first time since 
1964. Thirteen million Greek and Turk-
ish Cypriots have crossed the border, 
each time without incident. 

In the House, House Resolution 620, 
which I cosponsored, cites these cross-
ings as evidence of the goodwill be-
tween the two communities, and it re-
futes the Turkish claim that a military 
presence is necessary. 

As we remember the invasion to split 
Cyprus in two, it is important to note 
that there are concrete efforts under-
way by the heads of the communities 
to reunify. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous 
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes 
each. 

f 

PASSING ALONG CONCERNS OF 
HIGH FUEL PRICES FROM AR-
KANSAS’ THIRD DISTRICT RESI-
DENTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, earlier 
this month, I spent an afternoon at JV 
Manufacturing in Springdale, Arkan-
sas, listening to hardworking Arkan-
sans talk about how the high price of 
gas is affecting their families. I prom-
ised them that I would bring their sto-
ries back to Washington and that I 
would put pressure on Congress to 
enact a commonsense energy policy 
that would help lower what they’re 
forced to pay at the pump. 

Arkansans are paying an average of 
$4 per gallon, and many families in my 
district are having a hard time just 
making ends meet at all as all of their 
disposable income is going straight 
into the gas tank. Now is the time for 
this Congress to act. Let me mention a 
couple of stories that I heard, and then 
let me urge a few actions that we could 
take that would have immediate relief. 

I met a single mom who is working 
full time at a good-paying job, but she 
is still having trouble meeting the 
needs of her kids and filling up the gas 
tank. 

I met a family who bought a Jeep, 
who planned to use it for recreation, 
but now they can barely afford the ex-
pense of driving back and forth from 
work. 

One woman told me about her hus-
band, who is an independent owner and 
operator of a diesel truck, who has al-
ready spent as much on diesel in the 
first half of 2008 as he had spent all last 
year. 

So what should Congress do? First, 
we need to increase the production of 
American energy through more energy 
exploration and production here at 
home. Congress needs to open up a 
small sliver of ANWR in Alaska and in 
the Outer Continental Shelf for energy 
exploration. Congress needs to encour-
age the construction of new refineries 
and of more nuclear power plants. They 
need to promote efficiency and new 
sources of American renewable energy. 

Each of these would reduce pain at 
the pump. It’s very important to un-
derstand that gas prices and other 
types of energy prices are related to 
each other. For example, if we want to 
start using more plug-in hybrids, we’re 
going to have to increase our elec-
tricity production to charge up these 
electric cars. That’s why it’s so impor-
tant to support nuclear, clean coal and 
alternative energy sources. 

Also, if this Congress will take these 
steps, it will send an immediate signal 
to speculators and to other investors 
that we are serious about increasing 
production, and costs will come down 
in the short term as well as in the long 
term. We saw this when the President 
lifted the executive order banning off-
shore drilling. 

Congress has waited too long to help 
provide relief to Arkansans and to the 
rest of the American people. We must 
act now and pass sensible legislation so 
that residents of the Third District of 
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