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use American energy for Americans. So 
we have got to conserve. We have got 
to find that alternative fuel. But in the 
meantime, in the short-term, in the 
near term we simply must increase 
supply, onshore drilling, exploration, 
offshore deep sea exploration, utilizing 
oil shale, clean coal technology, mak-
ing certain that we have enough refin-
eries, more refineries to be able to re-
fine the product that we have, all of 
those things go into the mix to making 
it so that America can be energy self- 
sufficient so that we can bring down 
that spike in the cost of gasoline at the 
pumps, and in the cost of home heating 
oil which is, although it is hot right 
now, it will be cool relatively soon. 
And our friends in the Northeast, who 
are so fond, apparently of this current 
Democrat majority, with this Speaker 
and this Democrat majority, they will 
find out what this leadership has 
brought them, and it has brought them 
incredibly skyrocketing prices in the 
area of home heating fuel. 

So I hope that people are paying at-
tention to that as they look at their 
newspapers and as they look at their 
ballots, Mr. Speaker, as they evaluate 
who they believe ought to be leading 
this Nation. 

I will tell you, Mr. Speaker, that I 
believe that the commonsense agenda 
is an agenda that embraces all tech-
nologies, embraces all technologies in 
a way to increase American supply of 
energy for Americans. We would hope 
that we would be able to do that in a 
bipartisan way. Our friends on the 
other side though, in terms of the lead-
ership, haven’t allowed that to happen. 
But we look forward to the day when 
we are able to lead and lead with both 
Republicans and Democrats to bring 
together, American energy for Ameri-
cans and bring down the cost of gaso-
line for our constituents all across this 
land. 

I want to commend once again my 
friend from Georgia for his leadership 
on this and so many issues. I look for-
ward to being with you again. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. I want to 
thank my good friend from Georgia for 
those comments. And we have all said 
here tonight, and as Ken asked me, Mr. 
Speaker, on that teleconference call, 
why can’t you work together? 

And Americans all over this country 
are wondering why, when 73 percent of 
them say drill here, lower our gas 
prices, they want to know why. And I 
want to give just a little insight into 
why. 

I want to read you some quotes, and 
this quote is from the Sierra Club, and 
you can go to probably their Web site 
or at least the FEC reports and see 
which Members have gotten money 
from this group. But this is the Sierra 
Club. ‘‘The Sierra Club opposes any 
general program to lease Federal oil 
shale reserves for production purposes. 
The Sierra Club opposes development 

of the oil resources on the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf.’’ 

The U.S. has an equivalent of 1.8 tril-
lion, two trillion barrels of oil in the 
oil reserves. 

Greenpeace said this: ‘‘Let’s end fos-
sil fuel use. For decades we have relied 
on oil, coal and gas to meet our ever 
increasing energy needs, and now we 
are facing the consequences of our ac-
tions in global warming.’’ 

Now, keep in mind, when they say 
let’s end fossil fuel use, 85 percent, Mr. 
Speaker, of U.S. energy consumption is 
supplied by fossil fuels. 

League of Conservation Voters: 
‘‘Drilling in protected areas offshore 
won’t solve our energy needs in the 
short-term and in the long-term will 
increase the threat of global warming.’’ 

Natural Resources Defense Council: 
‘‘Oil and gas production is a dirty proc-
ess. Drilling in the Arctic refuge would 
ruin one of America’s last wild places. 
The Arctic refuge is simply too pre-
cious to destroy.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I don’t know if a lot of 
Americans have ever seen that Arctic 
refuge, but it is a frozen tundra. I have 
never seen a tree on it. 

Friends of the Earth: ‘‘Even if the 
burning of coal was not a major green-
house gas contributor, the coal indus-
try is a disaster when it comes to envi-
ronmental stewardship and human 
health.’’ 

Center for Biological Diversity: ‘‘Oil 
and gas exploration directly disturbs 
wildlife, destroys precious habitat, and 
can result in catastrophic oil spills, as 
well as dangerous blowouts that kill 
people, ignite fires and contaminate 
surface drinking water.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I want to ask the Amer-
ican people, how many of you have 
heard lately of a catastrophic oil spill? 
Even with our oil wells with Katrina 
and Rita, how many of you have heard 
of dangerous blowouts that kill people? 
How many of you have heard of these 
fires being ignited? How many of you 
heard of the contaminated drinking 
water from our oil platforms? None. 

Mr. Speaker, this is the reason we 
can’t get anything from the Demo-
cratic majority, because, Mr. Speaker, 
these environmental groups are con-
trolling the agenda on this House floor 
when it comes to the U.S. production 
of oil. And Mr. Speaker, I am afraid 
that there is nothing the minority can 
do about it except stand here and beg 
the American people to become in-
volved. 

H.R. 6, which was the Energy Inde-
pendence and Security Act of 2007, that 
was passed by the Democratic major-
ity, this is the one, the commonsense 
energy plan to bring down sky-
rocketing gas prices. And as you saw 
on my other chart, they have almost 
doubled. 

Here are the words in that 316 page 
bill. Crude oil was mentioned five 
times, gasoline 12, exploratory drilling, 

two, offshore drilling, none, Domestic 
drilling, none, domestic oil, none, do-
mestic gas, none, domestic fuel, none, 
domestic petroleum, none, gas price or 
gas prices, none, common sense, none, 
light bulb, 350 times. 

Mr. Speaker, we called it a no energy 
plan, and this is a quote from Mr. 
DEFAZIO about the comments the Re-
publicans made about H.R. 6, the Com-
mon Sense Energy Bill. ‘‘It is sad to 
see the Republicans come to this. Now 
they will laughably say this will lead 
to higher gas prices.’’ 

That was January 18, 2007, when gas 
was about $2.10 a gallon. It is now $4.07. 

Mr. Speaker, I beg, I implore the 
American people to become involved. 
Go to house.gov/westmoreland; find out 
where your congressman is at. See if 
they won’t have the will to sign that 
petition to let you know, Mr. Speaker, 
the constituents of the people elected 
to this body, that they believe in low-
ering gas prices for all Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 
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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R. 
5501, TOM LANTOS AND HENRY J. 
HYDE UNITED STATES GLOBAL 
LEADERSHIP AGAINST HIV/AIDS, 
TUBERCULOSIS, AND MALARIA 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2008 

Mr. WELCH of Vermont (during the 
Special Order of Mr. WESTMORELAND), 
from the Committee on Rules, sub-
mitted a privileged report (Rept. No. 
110–766) on the resolution (H. Res. 1362) 
providing for consideration of the Sen-
ate amendment to the bill (H.R. 5501) 
to authorize appropriations for fiscal 
years 2009 through 2013 to provide as-
sistance to foreign countries to combat 
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria, 
and for other purposes, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOUSE 
AMENDMENTS TO SENATE 
AMENDMENT TO H.R. 3221, AMER-
ICAN HOUSING RESCUE AND 
FORECLOSURE PREVENTION ACT 
OF 2008 

Mr. WELCH of Vermont (during the 
Special Order of Mr. WESTMORELAND), 
from the Committee on Rules, sub-
mitted a privileged report (Rept. No. 
110–767) on the resolution (H. Res. 1363) 
providing for consideration of the Sen-
ate amendment to the House amend-
ments to the Senate amendment to the 
bill (H.R. 3221) to provide needed hous-
ing reform and for other purposes, 
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed. 
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