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A Ford. This weekend’s celebration of their 
car’s 80th birthday will include thousands of 
Model A Ford enthusiasts, restorers and pre-
servers taking these vehicles out on American 
roadways nationwide and events with other 
Model A enthusiasts. 

Notably, there were only 5 million Model A 
Fords produced between 1928 and 1931. I am 
pleased to say that the dedication of Model A 
Ford owners has enabled 250,000 of these 
historic vehicles to be preserved. Remarkably, 
most of these vehicles are driven regularly to 
the enjoyment of many as I have seen in my 
Congressional District. 

The Model A Ford was a trailblazer of its 
time. It was the first Ford to use the standard 
set of driver controls, with conventional clutch 
and brake pedals, throttle and gearshift. The 
Model A’s fuel tank was located in the cowl 
and had an optic fuel gauge and the fuel was 
distributed to the carburetor by gravity. Also, 
the Model A was the first car to have safety 
glass in the windshield. 

Again, thank you to Model A Ford owners 
for preserving a flagship American automobile 
and to the Model A Ford Club of Long Island 
for keeping this historic tradition active on 
Long Island. 
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HONORING VOLKER EISELE OF 
NAPA, CALIFORNIA 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 22, 2008 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to Volker 
Eisele, who is being honored as the Napa 
County Farm Bureau’s 2008 Agriculturalist of 
the Year. 

I have had the honor for the past 10 years 
to represent in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives the Napa Valley, an area known through-
out the world for its immense beauty, environ-
mental consciousness and bountiful agri-
culture. Were it not for the tireless efforts of 
Mr. Eisele, Napa Valley as we know it today 
would simply not exist. 

Since arriving in the Napa Valley, Volker 
Eisele has dedicated his life to protecting its 
rich agricultural tradition. The timeline of his 
community involvement reads like the history 
of preservation in Napa. In 1974, he joined 
Citizens’ Council for Napa Tomorrow, the 
group that passed Napa County’s 1 percent 
growth measure, Measure A, in 1980. In 1977, 
he joined the board of what is now Greenbelt 
Alliance, which has become one of the pre-
eminent Smart Growth organizations in the 
San Francisco Bay Area. He has also served 
on the boards of directors for the Napa County 
Farm Bureau and the Napa Valley 
Grapegrowers. During his term as President of 
the Farm Bureau, he led the effort to create 
the 160 acre minimum for agricultural, water-
shed and open space land. 

From 1989 through 1990, in what was per-
haps his crowning achievement, he led the 
campaign to pass Measure J, Napa County’s 
revolutionary land protection measure. Today, 
he is organizing the campaign to renew Meas-
ure J, which will protect Napa Valley agri-
culture for fifty years. 

Mr. Eisele has been a preeminent activist in 
Napa Valley for more than thirty years, but he 
has also led by example. He planted the first 
entirely organic vineyard in Napa in 1975, and 
practiced sustainable farming long before it 
became widely accepted. He has maintained 
an enduring reverence for the land that serves 
us all so well, respecting animal habitat and ri-
parian corridors. As a result, his Volker Eisele 
Family Estate wines reflect the best that Napa 
has to offer. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, it is my 
distinct pleasure to recognize Volker Eisele for 
his many years of leadership. The Napa Val-
ley and the entire environmental movement 
owe him an enormous debt of gratitude. 
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HONORING ARMY SPECIALIST 
STEVEN CHRISTOFFERSON 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2008 

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Madam Speak-
er, in April, over 350 friends, family members, 
and others in the community inspired by the 
life of Army Specialist Steven Christofferson 
gathered at the Cudahy High School Field 
House in my district to pay their respects to 
this remarkable young man whose life was cut 
tragically short in Iraq last month. 

Today, I want to take to the floor to share 
with my colleagues and with the American 
people this young man’s story and his un-
timely sacrifice. 

So, who was this young man? He was a 
proud member of Delta Co., 1st Battalion, 
327th Infantry, 101st Airborne Division, Mad 
Dog 5th Platoon stationed at Fort Campbell, 
Ky. His awards and decorations include: Na-
tional Defense Service Medal; Global War on 
Terrorism Service Medal; Army Service Rib-
bon; and Weapons Qualification, M4, expert. 
At his memorial service, Wisconsin Army Na-
tional Guard BG Mark Anderson presented the 
family four medals, including a Bronze Star 
and a Purple Heart. 

He was devoted to family and a caring son 
to his mother, Michell, herself having served in 
the Air Force. According to Michell 
Christofferson, he was an older brother who 
loved his siblings and earned their respect. 
And, in her words, he deserved it because ‘‘he 
was kind and he was thoughtful, and he was 
a caring young man.’’ 

According to his mother, in e-mail ex-
changes with her, he said he would be her 
angel. She praised him for being a best friend 
to his younger brothers—Dakota (17) and Dil-
lon (11)—as well as defending them when 
needed or taking action to keep them on the 
straight and narrow if called to do so. He was 
caring, positive and respectful, a protector of 
his family. 

He grew up too fast and was taken too 
soon. 

He was also a valuable member of a com-
munity. Christofferson was a 2006 graduate of 
Cudahy High School, where he was a member 
of the football, wrestling and track teams. He 
will be sorely missed. His Cudahy High School 
Principal, Christopher Haeger, remembered 

encountering Steven the day he enlisted in the 
Army. ‘‘He was very, very excited,’’ Haeger 
said. ‘‘I know it was an important part of his 
life.’’ Or as his brother Dakota put it, ‘‘He felt 
like he had to do something, go help people.’’ 

He deployed to Iraq in September. But he 
kept in close touch with his family. According 
to media reports, he spoke with his mother 
and brother just hours before his death. 

I can find no words more appropriate than 
those of Steven’s own mother to sum up my 
brief remarks on this remarkable life. At his 
memorial service earlier this year, his mother 
closed—expressing the sentiments of a com-
munity and a grateful Nation—with these 
words: ‘‘Fly with the angels, my baby boy. We 
miss you lots and love you more.’’ 

The Bible says we should give honor to 
those whom honor are due and respect to 
those whom respect is due. Today, I rise to 
honor this young man and to ask that the bal-
ance of my time be reserved for a moment of 
silence as a mark of tribute to Specialist Ste-
ven Christofferson and of support for his fam-
ily. 
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TRIBUTE TO GENERAL RICHARD 
CODY ON THE OCCASION OF HIS 
RETIREMENT FROM THE U.S. 
ARMY 

HON. JOHN P. MURTHA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 22, 2008 

Mr. MURTHA. Madam Speaker, on August 
4 of this year, the name of one of the great 
military leaders of our time will pass on to the 
retirement rolls. I am speaking of my good 
friend, GEN Richard Cody, the 31st vice chief 
of staff of the United States Army. 

On August 4 our Armed Forces will lose one 
of its greatest warriors. GEN Dick Cody has 
commanded American soldiers for 20 of his 36 
years of service. In 1991, then Lieutenant 
Colonel Cody personally led Task Force Nor-
mandy, the joint aviation task force that fired 
the opening salvoes of the gulf war, and, as 
GEN H. Norman Schwarzkopf recounted, 
‘‘plucked out the eyes’’ of Saddam Hussein’s 
air defenses. Cody went on to command the 
First Cavalry Division’s Aviation Brigade; the 
160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment; 
the fabled 101st Airborne Division ‘‘Screaming 
Eagles’’; as well as commanding in our Na-
tion’s most elite special operations unit. 

On August 4 our Armed Forces will lose a 
gifted strategic leader. With 1.3 million men 
and women serving around the globe, there 
are few organizations in the world as large 
and complex as the United States Army. For 
6 years, spanning the tenures of 3 Army 
Chiefs of Staff, 4 Secretaries of the Army, and 
3 Chairmen of the Joints Chiefs of Staff, Dick 
Cody has provided stalwart leadership to our 
Army. He has overseen the day-to-day details 
of a plethora of daunting tasks. He oversaw 
the Army’s transformation from a Cold War- 
era, division-based force, to a modular, bri-
gade-centric force. He revitalized and modern-
ized the Army’s aviation forces. He supervised 
the transformation of the reserve component 
from a strategic reserve to a part of the oper-
ational Army. He is the architect of the Army’s 
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