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MELANOMA RESEARCH FOUNDATION AND SOCI-

ETY FOR MELANOMA RESEARCH’S UV EXPO-
SURE & TANNING JOINT STATEMENT 
There are clear, evidence-based data dem-

onstrating harmful effects of UVA and UVB 
radiation, including carcinogenic/mutagenic 
effects on DNA. Purposeful exposure to UV 
rays increases the risk for skin cancer, in-
cluding multiple types which may be lethal. 
Use of indoor tanning (outside of medical 
practice) represents one of the most striking 
examples of an avoidable cause of lethal can-
cer in man. We deplore any efforts to distort 
scientific research for financial gain, and 
urge regulatory agencies to crackdown on 
this practice because the lives of so many 
people, including young people, are at stake. 

The petition was prompted specifically by 
two ads the Indoor Tanning Association (ITA) 
ran earlier this year. The ads not only distort 
scientific research, but ignore the clear, evi-
dence-based data demonstrating harmful ef-
fects of UVA and UVB radiation. 

I am attaching a press release issued by the 
Society for Melanoma Research and the Mela-
noma Research Foundation accompanying the 
public release of the petition. 
RESEARCHERS TAKE HARD LINE AGAINST UV 

EXPOSURE—HUNDREDS AFFIRM HARMFUL 
EFFECTS OF ULTRAVIOLET RAYS, DISCOUR-
AGE INTENTIONAL TANNING 
WASHINGTON, DC.—Researchers have ex-

pressed concern over a new campaign initi-
ated by the tanning industry, which seeks to 
dispel the link between melanoma, the most 
serious form of skin cancer, and UV exposure 
from natural or artificial sources (such as 
tanning beds). In response, nearly 500 of the 
foremost experts on melanoma signed a 
statement affirming the existence of evi-
dence-based data demonstrating the harmful 
effects of UVA and UVB radiation. The state-
ment, which was initiated at the 5th Mela-
noma Research Congress in Sapporo, Japan 
on May 7–12, not only states that UV rays in-
crease one’s risk for skin cancer, including 
melanoma, but also maintains that the use 
of indoor tanning (outside of medical prac-
tice) represents an example of an avoidable 
cause of lethal cancer. 

Studies show that UV light is a carcinogen 
(i.e. causes cancer). This occurs when skin 
cells are damaged after UV exposure (either 
from the sun or a tanning bed). The same 
DNA damage that triggers tanning also ap-
pears capable of causing cancerous 
mutations in skin cells. If those mutations 
are not completely repaired—as frequently 
occurs—skin cancers may result. Additional 
data demonstrates that indoor tanning de-
vices emit UV radiation that is similar to, 
and sometimes more powerful than, that 
emitted by the sun. In fact, a systematic re-
view of worldwide data, published in the 
March 2007 issue of the International Journal 
of Cancer, found a prominent, consistent in-
crease—75 percent—in risk for melanoma in 
people who begin using tanning beds in their 
teens or twenties. Additionally, the review 
also showed that people across all age groups 
who have ever used tanning beds face a 15 
percent higher risk of developing melanoma 
than those who have not. Even more dra-
matic increases were seen in certain non- 
melanoma forms of skin cancer, such as 
squamous cell carcinoma, a tumor that only 
on occasion spreads from the skin and may 
then be lethal. 

Many scientists also point out that vita-
min D, although produced in the skin, can 
easily be obtained by non-UV related means, 
such as dietary supplements. These dietary 

supplements would not carry the risk of can-
cer associated with UV radiation, in cases 
where increased vitamin D levels are deemed 
beneficial. 

The Melanoma Research Foundation’s 
(MRF) Scientific Advisory Committee stat-
ed, ‘‘The petition was developed to reinforce 
that the scientific community continues to 
stand behind strong data supporting the con-
nection between skin cancer and UV-expo-
sure. As physicians and scientists, we are 
concerned that this campaign may confuse 
the public, putting them at an increased risk 
for a disease that is too often lethal.’’ 

Melanoma is one of the fastest growing 
cancers in the U.S. and can strike people of 
all ages, all races and both sexes. In fact, one 
in 50 people have a lifetime risk of devel-
oping melanoma. Further, approximately 65 
percent of all melanomas are attributed to 
UV exposure resulting from natural and arti-
ficial sources. 

A wealth of information exists about how 
to reduce the risk of developing melanoma 
and other skin cancers, yet both MRF and 
SMR advise that the most important meas-
ure the public can take is to avoid inten-
tional sunbathing and indoor tanning de-
vices. For those who want to learn safe ways 
to access to vitamin D and look ‘‘tan,’’ or for 
more information about melanoma and UV 
exposure, please visit www.melanoma.org or 
www.societymelanomaresearch.org. 

ABOUT MELANOMA 

Melanoma, the most serious type of skin 
cancer, is one of the fastest growing cancers 
in the U.S., and can strike people of all ages, 
all races and both sexes. One in 50 people 
have a lifetime risk of developing melanoma. 
In fact, in 2008, more than 62,000 Americans 
are expected to be diagnosed with invasive 
melanoma, resulting in an estimated 8,400 
deaths. Melanoma is the most common form 
of cancer for young adults 25- to 29-years-old 
and the second most common cancer in ado-
lescents and young adults 15- to 29-years-old. 
Nationally, one person dies of melanoma 
nearly every hour—and this number is ris-
ing. 

ABOUT THE MELANOMA RESEARCH FOUNDATION 

The Melanoma Research Foundation 
(MRF) is the largest private, national orga-
nization devoted to melanoma in the United 
States. The Foundation is committed to the 
support of medical research in finding effec-
tive treatments and eventually a cure for 
melanoma. The Foundation also educates pa-
tients and physicians about prevention, diag-
nosis and treatment of melanoma, while act-
ing as an advocate for the melanoma com-
munity to raise awareness of this disease and 
the need for a cure. The MRF Web site is the 
premiere source for melanoma information 
seekers. More information is available at 
www.melanoma.org. 

ABOUT THE SOCIETY FOR MELANOMA RESEARCH 

The Society for Melanoma Research (SMR) 
is an all-volunteer group of scientists work-
ing to find the mechanisms responsible for 
melanoma and, consequently, new therapies 
for this cancer. SMR contributes to advances 
in melanoma research by bringing together 
researchers to unite the scientific commu-
nity and hasten the discovery of preventa-
tive and curative therapies. More informa-
tion is available at 
www.societymelanomaresearch.org. 

CELEBRATE PEACE EFFORTS ON 
CYPRUS WITH PROGRESS, NOT 
PARADES 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2008 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, 
Turkish Cypriots in the northern region of Cy-
prus mark every July 20th as the anniversary 
of Turkey’s military intervention in that country 
in 1974. In fact, as part of the ‘‘Peace and 
Freedom Day’’ celebration this year, the Turk-
ish Naval Frigate ‘‘Gelibolu’’ reportedly an-
chored off the northern region of Cyprus and 
the ‘‘Turkish Stars’’—Turkey’s military jet acro-
batics team—performed in the skies over 
northern Cyprus. 

For over three decades, significant inter-
national efforts have been undertaken to 
peacefully reunify the island nation of Cyprus. 
The new Cypriot government is currently work-
ing hard to engage with the leadership of the 
Turkish Cypriots and find a way to end the di-
vision of Cyprus, once and for all. Neverthe-
less, a date for new reunification talks has yet 
to be set, barricades still stand across the is-
land, and the government of Turkey continues 
to withhold its public support for the talks and 
has yet to remove its military presence on Cy-
prus. 

Madam Speaker, these displays this past 
weekend by the Turkish military are unproduc-
tive, coming, as they do, at a time when the 
status of Cyprus remains in limbo. Cyprus 
cannot remain a divided island with a divided 
people. 

Congress last year adopted House Resolu-
tion 405, a measure I was proud to cosponsor, 
which emphasized that the reunification of Cy-
prus should be based on a bi-communal, bi- 
zonal federation. Other responsible nations 
have also stressed that such a reunification 
should include a single sovereignty and a sin-
gle citizenship, with the independence and ter-
ritorial integrity of Cyprus safeguarded. It is 
commendable that some steps have recently 
been taken towards establishment of such a 
solution. 

On May 23rd, the President of Cyprus and 
a designated representative for the Turkish 
Cypriot community—issued a joint statement 
in which they reaffirmed their commitment to a 
bi-zonal, bi-communal federation. Both sides 
also recently agreed to reopen a crossing 
point at Ledra Street in Nicosia, a key thor-
oughfare through that divided capital that has 
been closed for over 40 years. So there is 
some movement, but much remains to be 
done. There must be a solution that will end 
the occupation, reunite the island, and restore 
and safeguard the human rights and funda-
mental freedoms of the Cypriot people as a 
whole. 

I suggest that a more fitting celebration this 
year of the so-called ‘‘Peace and Freedom 
Day’’ that I mentioned at the start of my re-
marks would consist of an announcement of 
the resumption comprehensive talks on reunifi-
cation and a public expression of support for 
those negotiations. At some point soon, the 
final parade of Turkish troops should be their 
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permanent departure from the island of Cy-
prus and the removal of all Turkish military 
forces there. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SHARON ALBAN 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and congratulate Sharon Alban, 
co-publisher of the Ogden Reporter, for earn-
ing the Distinguished Service Award at the an-
nual Iowa Newspaper Association’s conven-
tion. 

The Distinguished Service Award is the 
most prestigious honor given by the Iowa 
Newspaper Association, and former recipients 
of the award select the winner. Excellence 
runs in Sharon’s household as her husband 
Gary won the award in 2005. In addition to 
Sharon’s award, the Ogden Reporter was 
awarded three press awards in the Iowa 
Newspaper Foundation’s annual Better News-
paper Contests. 

In 1966, Gary and Sharon bought the 
Ogden Reporter. Sharon began on the streets 
selling ads. She found a niche in sales in ad-
dition to her day-to-day work with the news-
paper. In addition to Sharon’s diligent work 
with the newspaper, she is very active in her 
church and is involved in many community ac-
tivities and events. 

I know that my colleagues in the United 
States Congress join me in commending Shar-
on Alban for her leadership and dedication to 
representing Iowa in the Ogden Reporter. I 
consider it an honor to represent Sharon and 
her husband Gary in Congress, and I wish 
them the best in their future endeavors. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO POCAHONTAS 
REGULAR BAPTIST CHURCH 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Pocahontas Regular Baptist 
Church of Pocahontas, Iowa, on celebrating 
their 50th anniversary as a congregation. 

Beginning in 1955, a group of Baptists 
began meeting together in Rolfe, Iowa where 
study classes and evangelical meetings were 
held in preparation for a new church commu-
nity in Pocahontas. In January 1958, the Po-
cahontas Regular Baptist Church was orga-
nized. Later that year it was officially received 
into the General Association of Regular Bap-
tist Churches. 

The first services and meetings were held in 
the Farm Bureau building until 1961, when the 
first church building was raised. The church 
building was the former Methodist Church 
from Havelock, Iowa. The congregation contin-
ued to grow, and in 1978, it was decided to 
build a new church to accommodate the grow-
ing congregation. A new church building was 
completed and dedicated in 1981 and remains 
the congregation’s church today. 

Pocahontas Regular Baptist Church has 
been an integral part of the surrounding Poca-
hontas community, and for this I offer the con-
gregation my utmost congratulations on a 
prosperous history. It is an honor to represent 
all the parishioners and the current Pastor, 
Tim Kuhn, in the United States Congress, and 
I wish them continued success, grace, peace 
and celebration as a community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CARLO J. DIMARCO 

HON. PHIL ENGLISH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2008 

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize and con-
gratulate Carlo J. DiMarco for his appointment 
as the 112th president of the American Osteo-
pathic Association, the national organization 
that represents over 61,000 osteopathic physi-
cians. 

Dr. DiMarco has established himself as a 
distinguished leader within osteopathic com-
munity. A graduate of LaSalle College and the 
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine 
(PCOM), DiMarco spent more than 30 years 
working in Delaware County in Philadelphia, 
where he worked to strengthen and expand 
the ophthalmology residency program at 
PCOM. He has served as a board of trustees 
member and past president of several pres-
tigious osteopathic organizations including the 
Pennsylvania Osteopathic Medical Associa-
tion, the American Osteopathic Association, as 
well as the American Osteopathic Colleges of 
Ophthalmology and Otolaryngology. 

In 2005, DiMarco was recruited to LECOM, 
located in my hometown of Erie, Pennsyl-
vania. As the Professor and Regional Dean of 
Clinical Medicine, DiMarco is further devel-
oping the instructional and training programs 
at LECOM. By building relationships with stu-
dents, residents and physician colleagues, 
DiMarco continues to contribute to his profes-
sion. He also serves as the director of the 
Ophthalmology Residency Program at 
Millcreek Hospital in my hometown of Erie, 
Pennsylvania. 

Dr. DiMarco has truly been a community 
leader in the ophthalmology field. An out-
standing physician, he continues the osteo-
pathic tradition of assuring exemplary ophthal-
mology. 

I hope my colleagues will join me in con-
gratulating Dr. Carlo DiMarco and wishing him 
the best for a successful and rewarding tenure 
as the 112th president of the American Osteo-
pathic Association. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GLADYS MARTENS 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Gladys Martens on the occa-
sion of her 100th birthday on July 15, 2008. 

Gladys was born on July 15, 1908 in Adair 
County, Iowa, as Gladys Petrie. She is a grad-

uate of Drake University and was a teacher in 
Linden, Iowa. In 1939, she married Grant 
Martens and moved to a farm in rural Madison 
County, where she lived until 1997. Gladys is 
a life-long member of Van Meter Trinity Lu-
theran Church and currently lives at the West 
Bridge Care Center in Winterset, Iowa. 

There have been many changes that have 
occurred during the past one hundred years. 
Since Gladys’ birth we have revolutionized air 
travel and walked on the moon. We have in-
vented the television and the Internet. We 
have fought in wars overseas, seen the rise 
and fall of Soviet communism and the birth of 
new democracies. Gladys has lived through 
eighteen United States Presidents and twenty- 
four Governors of Iowa. In her lifetime, the 
population of the United States has more than 
tripled. 

I congratulate Gladys Martens for reaching 
this milestone of a birthday. I am extremely 
honored to represent Gladys in the United 
States Congress, and I wish her happiness 
and health in her future years. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ESCAMBIA FED-
ERATED REPUBLICAN WOMEN’S 
CLUB UPON ITS 50th ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2008 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, on 
behalf of the United States Congress, it is an 
honor for me to rise today in recognition of the 
Escambia Federated Republican Women’s 
Club upon their 50th anniversary. 

For the past 50 years the Escambia Fed-
erated Republican Women’s Club, EFRWC, 
has been working to better the government at 
all levels. Since 1958, these women have do-
nated thousands of volunteer hours to ensure 
Republican victories in endless political cam-
paigns. The election of countless county, 
State, and Federal representatives is due to 
the hard work and dedication of its spirited 
members. 

In addition to their civic dedications, the 
EFRWC is also a large force in the local com-
munity. Favor House, ARC Gateway, and the 
Ronald McDonald House are just a highlight of 
the local charities that have benefitted from 
the outstanding philanthropy of these women. 
The Lillian Baines Memorial Scholarship for 
Political Science and Communications stu-
dents is another program funded by the 
EFRWC’s benevolence. The group also bene-
fits political education locally by mentoring 
young Republican women, thereby strength-
ening conservative values and viewpoints in 
the areas they serve. 

The EFRWC persistently serves the com-
munity and its volunteers play a vital role in 
the physiology of elections. They take on nu-
merous responsibilities and assist with the 
vital aspects of campaign work. The women of 
EFRWC have exceeded the expected duties 
of volunteers and their 50th anniversary is evi-
dence of their immense philanthropy. The 
EFRWC’s dedication and devotion to Repub-
lican candidates benefits the entire community 
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