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and their outstanding accomplishments have 
distinguished them as one of the great organi-
zations in Northwest Florida. Escambia County 
is greatly indebted to their service and is hon-
ored to have them as one of their own. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I am proud to recognize the 
Escambia Federated Republican Women’s 
Club on its 50th anniversary. 
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IN SUPPORT OF THE PUBLIC 
HEALTH EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
ACT 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2008 

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to submit for the RECORD a letter from several 
health organizations supporting the Public 
Health Emergency Response Act of 2008, 
which I introduced earlier today. 

JULY 22, 2008. 
Hon. RICHARD DURBIN, 
U.S. Senate, 
Washington, DC. 
Hon. LOIS CAPPS, 
U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR DURBIN AND REPRESENTA-
TIVE CAPPS: The undersigned organizations 
join in supporting your introduction of the 
Public Health Emergency Response Act 
(PHERA), legislation that would put a turn- 
key process into place which would ensure 
that victims of a public health emergency 
have immediate access to medically nec-
essary healthcare services and help ensure 
that we have a functioning health care sys-
tem. 

A public health emergency, such as a nat-
ural disaster, biologic attack or infectious 
disease outbreak, could strike at any time. 
The September 11th attacks and Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita have underscored the need 
for rapid access to healthcare services during 
and immediately following a public health 
emergency. Following Hurricane Katrina, 
Congress ultimately approved $2.1 billion for 
grants to certain states to cover the Med-
icaid and SCHIP matching requirements for 
individuals enrolled in these programs, and 
the cost of uncompensated care for the unin-
sured. However, it took six months for Con-
gress to pass the Deficit Reduction Act, 
which provided for these funds. This unnec-
essary delay could have been prevented. 
PHERA would put into place ahead of time a 
framework for providing reimbursement for 
uncompensated care in the event of a major 
public health emergency. 

The temporary benefit established through 
this bill would help remove a disincentive for 
uninsured individuals to promptly seek med-
ical care. Any delay in seeking care could re-
sult in lives lost, particularly during an in-
fectious disease outbreak when immediate 
identification and isolation are very impor-
tant, and delay in seeking care could render 
treatment ineffective. At a time when our 
health care system could be overwhelmed 
with patients, it is vital that reimbursement 
issues not dissuade providers from offering 
care. A study by the Center for Biosecurity 
estimated that U.S. hospitals could lose as 
much as $3.9 billion in uncompensated care 
and cash flow losses in the event of a severe 
pandemic. By helping to reduce the burden of 
uncompensated care, PHERA would help en-

sure the solvency and continuity and our 
health care system during a catastrophic 
emergency. 

Specifically, PHERA would provide a tem-
porary emergency health benefit for unin-
sured individuals and individuals whose 
health insurance coverage is not actuarially 
equivalent to benchmark coverage, in the 
event that the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) declares that a public 
health emergency exists and chooses to acti-
vate the benefit. It would clarify who is eli-
gible for this benefit, including individuals 
displaced by a public health emergency, 
limit the amount of time for which the ben-
efit would last, and stipulate what providers 
would be covered under this Act. It would 
not use Medicare, Medicaid or SCHIP fund-
ing. The funding mechanism would be the 
Public Health Emergency Fund, a no-year 
fund available to the Secretary. The bill au-
thorizes funding for the administration of 
the fund, together with a public education 
campaign on the availability of the benefit, 
but further funding would not be necessary 
until Congress appropriated funds in the 
event of a declared public health emergency. 

Past experiences have shown that Congress 
will step in to help defray the costs of un-
compensated care resulting from a cata-
strophic emergency. Determining the scope 
of such coverage ahead of time will help en-
sure the solvency of our health care system 
and help eliminate a disincentive for individ-
uals to promptly seek care. PHERA would 
help ensure that when tragedy strikes, time 
and lives are not lost as Congress debates a 
course of action. It would create the turn- 
key process ahead of time, thereby allowing 
for timely care to individuals affected by a 
crisis. 

We appreciate your leadership in intro-
ducing this legislation and look forward to 
working with you on this and other public 
health initiatives in the future. 

Sincerely, 
American Red Cross. 

CENTER FOR BIOSECURITY, 
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center. 
Center for Infectious Disease Research and 

Policy. 
Council of State and Territorial Epi-

demiologists. 
Infectious Diseases Society of America. 
National Association of Community Health 

Centers. 
Society for Healthcare Epidemiology of 

America. 
Trust for America’s Health. 
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TRIBUTE TO DON BETTS 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Don Betts as the recipient of the 
2008 Educator of the Year from the Iowa As-
sociation of Alternative Education and for his 
outstanding service as a teacher and director 
at Carrie Lane Alternative School in Charles 
City, Iowa. 

The Educator of the Year award is pre-
sented each year to an alternative educator 
who makes a significant contribution to alter-
native education in Iowa. Don currently is the 
only teacher at Carrie Lane. He understands 
that in alternative education, relationships 
based on encouragement are necessary, and 

he continues to build upon those relationships 
well after graduation. His hard work and moti-
vational skills have helped many students per-
severe and earn their high school diplomas, 
and the confidence he instills in his students 
opens doors to learning opportunities and fu-
ture success. 

I congratulate Don Betts on his well- 
deserved award, and I’m certain that he will 
continue to touch the lives of many students in 
his community. It is a great honor to represent 
Don in the United States Congress, and I wish 
him continued success at Carrie Lane Alter-
native School. 
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COMMEMORATION OF THE 34TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE INVASION 
OF CYPRUS 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2008 

Mr. CARTER. Madam Speaker, 34 years 
ago, Turkish troops invaded the Island of Cy-
prus, resulting in the death and displacement 
of thousands of Greek and Turkish Cypriot citi-
zens; leaving behind a state of conflict within 
a civilization that can trace its history back 
more than ten thousand years. A 113-mile 
long divide was created as the Turks began 
their occupation of one third of the island, 
which exists to present day. 

Today, we recognize this tragic event, but 
we also look at, with hope, the future that lies 
ahead. 

As part of a congressional delegation last 
November, other members of Congress and I 
discussed this long-standing conflict and the 
path toward resolution with members of the 
Cyprus government. I am encouraged by the 
recent overtures made by leaders on both 
sides of the Cyprus question. 

I am hopeful that the meetings between 
President Christofias and Mr. Talat will con-
tinue, and that the work of the mutually estab-
lished Working Groups and Technical Commu-
nities may ultimately lead to a unified Cypriot 
nation. 

I am confident that through tolerance, com-
promise and the continuation of diplomatic ef-
forts, lasting solutions to the remaining dif-
ferences will be attained. 
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HONORING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF 
CAPTAIN SCOTT J. FERGUSON 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2008 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the significant achievements of Cap-
tain Scott J. Ferguson whose service with the 
U.S. Coast Guard Sector Buffalo were con-
cluded today during a change of command 
ceremony on 1 Fuhrmann Blvd. 

As the Commander of the United States 
Coast Guard Sector Buffalo, Captain Scott J. 
Ferguson was responsible for a 570 mile 
coastline stretching from Massena, NY, to 
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