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dying from a fatal arrhythmia, she had a 
Medtronic cardiac defibrillator and pacemaker 
implanted in her chest. On December 31, 
2007, a wire in Ms. Robb’s defibrillator broke, 
causing the device to send a strong electric 
current to her heart. Ms. Robb suffered 31 
electric shocks in 13 minutes in front of her 6- 
year-old daughter. Medtronic knew about this 
defect, but issued only a voluntary recall. 
Since this frightening experience, Ms. Robb 
has undergone two surgeries to replace her 
defibrillator and goes to doctor’s appointments 
almost weekly for follow-up appointments and 
testing. 

Prior to the Supreme Court’s decision in 
Riegel, the FDA and State courts protected 
consumers, like Ms. Robb, together. Since 
Riegel, consumers only have the FDA to pro-
tect them; and the FDA has insufficient re-
sources to do so effectively. The Medical De-
vice Safety Act ensures that consumers like 
Bridget Robb will be able to seek legal re-
course for their injuries and reiterates Con-
gressional intent that State laws must work 
hand in hand with Federal regulations to pro-
tect consumers. 

For these reasons, I urge support for Con-
gressman PALLONE and Congressman WAX-
MAN’s bill, H.R. 6381. I look forward to working 
towards passage of this legislation and restor-
ing these, critical, basic consumer protections. 
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34TH BLACK ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE TURKISH INVASION OF CY-
PRUS 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2008 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and remember those Cypriots 
who lost their lives defending the Republic of 
Cyprus during the 1974 military coup against 
the democratically elected government of 
Archbishop Makarios, who was then President 
of Cyprus. 

This military coup paved the way for the 
Turkish invasion of Cyprus five days later that 
resulted in the occupation of 37 percent of the 
Republic’s territory. Nearly 200,000 Greek 
Cypriots were expelled from their homes and 
an estimated 5,000 were killed. More than 
1,400 Greek Cypriots, including four Ameri-
cans of Cypriot descent, remain missing since 
the Turkish invasion, their fate still unac-
counted for. 

The repercussions of this terrible day are 
still in play today, affecting the lives of every 
Cypriot, European policy, and the actions of 
the United Nations and international commu-
nity. The so-called ‘‘Turkish Republic of North-
ern Cyprus’’ is recognized as legitimate by no 
nation other than Turkey. With more than 
40,000 Turkish troops illegally stationed on the 
island, it is one of the most militarized areas 
in the world. 

However, on this day when we pause to re-
member this violent act against the people of 
Cyprus, we also have hope that a genuine 
and long-lasting peace may be restored and 
families reunited. In 2004, Cyprus’ accession 
to the European Union triggered a process of 

economic and social integration between 
Greek-Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots. Since 
the partial lifting of restrictions along the 
cease-fire line by the Turkish forces in April 
2003, there have been over 13 million inci-
dent-free crossings by Greek and Turkish 
Cypriots. More than 60,000 Turkish Cypriots 
have received Cypriot passports or other offi-
cial documents, allowing Turkish Cypriots to 
travel, work or reside in any European Union 
country. 

More importantly, however, is the commit-
ment of the Cyprus government to achieving a 
solution to healing the division of Cyprus. 
Such a solution should be based on a bi-com-
munal, bi-zonal federal State of Cyprus with a 
single sovereignty and citizenship, with its 
independence and territorial integrity safe-
guarded, in line with relevant United Nations 
resolutions. 

Since his election in February 2008, the cur-
rent president of Cyprus, Demetris Christofias, 
has followed through on his promise to make 
the solution of the Cyprus problem his top pri-
ority. The day of his election, he extended his 
hand in friendship to Turkish Cypriot leader 
Mehmet Talat, calling for face-to-face meet-
ings. As a result, President Christofias and Mr. 
Talat will meet for the fourth time on July 25th. 
Over the past six months, working groups and 
technical committees have been preparing the 
ground for direct fully-fledged negotiations, 
with the aim of reaching a settlement of the 
Cyprus problem. On July 13th, in Paris, United 
Nations Secretary General Bank Ki Moon as-
sured President Christofias of the U.N.’s con-
tinuing interest to achieve a Cyprus settlement 
through negotiations by Cypriots for Cypriots. 

These are all promising measures, Madam 
Speaker. So I can only hope that before next 
year’s anniversary, the world will finally see a 
negotiated resolution that heals the wounds of 
the 1974 invasion, reunites the Cypriot people 
once more, and provides a genuine and last-
ing peace to Cyprus. 
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Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and thank Mr. Michael S. Finegan for 
his service as the Director of Veteran Affairs 
Western New York Healthcare System. Mr. 
Finegan has truly made great strides for the 
veterans in the Western New York area. 

Mr. Finegan gained his Bachelor’s Degree 
from Allegheny College, and later earned his 
Master’s Degree in Public Administration from 
the Sate University of New York Rockefeller 
College of Public Affairs and Policy. Mr. 
Finegan has since achieved great things in the 
Department of Veterans Affairs. 

Mr. Finegan has taken on a variety of dif-
ferent roles throughout his tenure with the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs. From 1997 to 
2000, Mr. Finegan served as Chief Financial 
and Operations Officer for VA Healthcare Net-
work Upstate New York, where he was per-
sonally responsible for the development, co-
ordination and monitoring of the Network’s fi-

nancial management and operations. For the 
following three years, Mr. Finegan took the po-
sition of Director of the VA Medical Center in 
Butler, Pennsylvania, as well as lead director 
for Veterans Integrated Service Network 4. 

Since late 2003, Mr. Finegan has success-
fully served as Director of VA Western New 
York Healthcare System, during which time he 
served as Acting Director of the VA 
Healthcare Network for Upstate New York for 
a brief period in 2006. At the VA Western New 
York Healthcare System, Mr. Finegan led a 
staff of 1,750 employees who have provided 
the finest health care to more than 40,000 vet-
erans of military service during the past year 
alone. He has also carried on the highly re-
garded clinical research and training programs 
for America’s future health care contributors. 

Mr. Finegan is currently a member of the 
American College of Healthcare Executives, 
the Healthcare Financial Managers Associa-
tion and the American Society of Public Ad-
ministration. Mr. Michael S. Finegan is an in-
novative leader for veterans around the coun-
try, especially in the Western New York area. 
Madam Speaker, I ask you to join me in rec-
ognizing the many achievements of Mr. 
Finegan and wishing him luck in all future en-
deavors. 
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SUPPORTING NATIONAL CYSTIC 
FIBROSIS AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2008 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, on Tuesday July 15th, the House of 
Representatives passed unanimously by voice 
vote H. Con. Res. 299, a resolution supporting 
the goals and ideals of National Cystic Fibro-
sis Awareness Month. As a proud cosponsor 
of this resolution, I am grateful that the House 
of Representatives took the time to show our 
support for those who are fighting for better 
treatment and a cure for cystic fibrosis. 

Our ability to help families and the medical 
community make headway against this dis-
ease is vital. With approximately 30,000 Amer-
icans living with this disease—a large percent-
age of which are children—raising funding and 
awareness for research will bring hope and 
real results. 

In an effort to raise money and awareness 
for cystic fibrosis research, the Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation has held an annual Celebrity Ten-
nis Gala for the past 23 years. Since the be-
ginning of these annual events, the life-expect-
ancy of a child born with cystic fibrosis has 
more than doubled. This is in no small part 
due to the money raised at this event and oth-
ers. Last year alone, the Foundation raised 
more than $350,000 which is a substantial 
part of the $2.5 million raised over the years 
through the gala. I had the privilege of being 
a part of the 2008 event, where my Chief of 
Staff Dino Teppara was a key player, and I 
was encouraged by the dedication of the fami-
lies I met and the hard-working individuals at 
the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. 

America has remained a leader in medical 
research and our scientists continue to lead 
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