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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). There are 2 minutes left on 
this vote. 

b 1820 

So the resolution was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent for the RECORD to reflect 
that I was unavoidably detained due to 
tornado-like conditions in my district 
in west-central Illinois. 

If I had been present for rollcall 
votes, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on 
rollcall 512, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 513, 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 514, ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall 
515, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 516, ‘‘yea’’ on 
rollcall 517, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 518, 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 519, and ‘‘yea’’ on 
rollcall 520, and finally, Mr. Speaker, 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 521. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks on the 
bill, H.R. 3999, and include extraneous 
material in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 

f 

NATIONAL HIGHWAY BRIDGE RE-
CONSTRUCTION AND INSPECTION 
ACT OF 2008 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1344 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 3999. 

b 1822 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3999) to 
amend title 23, United States Code, to 
improve the safety of Federal-aid high-
way bridges, to strengthen bridge in-
spection standards and processes, to in-
crease investment in the reconstruc-
tion of structurally deficient bridges 
on the National Highway System, and 
for other purposes, with Mrs. 
CHRISTENSEN in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 

rule, the bill is considered read the 
first time. 

The gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
OBERSTAR) and the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) each will con-
trol 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Minnesota. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Chairman, 
on August 1 of last year, I was at this 
microphone managing the conference 
report, with our colleague, Mr. MICA 
from Florida, ranking member on the 
committee, the conference report on 
the Water Resources Development Act 
when my BlackBerry buzzed. I looked 
to see what message was coming in, 

and I saw an announcement that a 
bridge had collapsed and there was an 
‘‘M’’ alongside it. I thought, a Third 
World country? Then I looked closer. 
That M was Minnesota. That bridge 
was I–35W. It carries, or had carried, an 
average of 140,000 vehicles a day. Thir-
teen people were victims, 88 to 100 
other people were injured, a dramatic 
collapse. 

Twenty years ago, on December 1, 
1987, 20 years ago, I opened hearings as 
Chair of the Subcommittee on Inves-
tigations and Oversight on Bridge Safe-
ty. I said, ‘‘There are an estimated 
376,000 bridges . . . of that number, 
217,000 are Federal-aid Interstate, pri-
mary, secondary and urban bridges. 

‘‘They carry 85 percent of the Na-
tion’s traffic, yet 76,000 of these bridges 
are deficient and that number has been 
gradually increasing over the last four 
years.’’ 

That was 20 years ago. Today, we 
have 153,000 structurally and function-
ally deficient bridges. 

‘‘We know there are elements of 
bridge design of particular concern to 
bridge inspectors; that is, bridges with-
out redundant members to prevent a 
tragic collapse if that one critical 
member should fail.’’ 

I–35W was one of those fracture crit-
ical bridges. One essential element 
failed. The whole bridge could collapse 
and it did. There were multiple causes, 
and we await the determination of the 
National Transportation Safety Board. 

I said further, ‘‘We have to ensure 
that inspection personnel are keenly 
aware of the problems involved with 
bridges whose supporting members are 
set in the floor of the body of water as 
compared to those that are set up on 
pilings driven into the subsoil and 
deeper.’’ 

We’re hoping in these hearings ‘‘to 
find out how many of these types of 
bridges are in the Nation’s bridge in-
ventory. Right now that information 
appears to be scarce and perhaps in 
many States not maintained at all.’’ 

A key witness at that hearing, pro-
fessor of bridge engineering Dr. Gerald 
Donaldson, said that in his estimation, 
‘‘Bridge maintenance was in the Stone 
Age. We have no good, logical way of 
selecting the proper bridges to repair, 
rehabilitate or replace other than our 
memory and manual review. 

‘‘Most States have virtually no 
bridge maintenance programs with spe-
cific, qualified maintenance goals; no 
documented maintenance processes; no 
rationally planned aggressive strate-
gies to arrest or slow bridge deteriora-
tion. Many States address maintenance 
deficiencies on an ad hoc basis.’’ 

He said, ‘‘There are many States out 
there who are not even using the easily 
available technology’’ to assess bridge 
conditions. 

‘‘In terms of more sophisticated tech-
nology, many of the States basically 
are only dimly aware of what that 
technology is.’’ 
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