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‘‘(d) NATIONAL TUNNEL INVENTORY.—The 

Secretary shall establish a national inven-
tory of highway tunnels reflecting the find-
ings of the most recent highway tunnel in-
spections conducted by States under this 
section. 

‘‘(e) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—To carry out 
this section, the Secretary may use funds 
made available pursuant to the provisions of 
sections 104(a) and 502.’’. 

(b) SURFACE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM.— 
Section 133(b)(1) of such title is amended by 
inserting ‘‘, tunnels that are eligible for as-
sistance under this title (including safety in-
spection of such tunnels),’’ after ‘‘high-
ways)’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The analysis 
for chapter 1 of such title is amended by in-
serting after the item relating to section 149 
the following: 
‘‘150. National tunnel inspection program.’’. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1344, the gentleman 
from Minnesota (Mr. OBERSTAR) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Minnesota. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. CAPUANO) raised this issue of a Na-
tional Tunnel Inspection Program, of 
course, from very firsthand experience 
in the City of Boston, with the collapse 
of the roof and several sections that 
collapsed resulting in at least one fa-
tality and many injuries. 

At the time, the gentleman offered 
the amendment on a previous piece of 
legislation. It was not the appropriate 
vehicle, and I counseled the gentleman 
to wait until we would have an appro-
priate bill from the committee with 
which we could consider his proposal. 
This was way last year. I didn’t know 
at the time that we were going to have 
a bridge collapse in Minnesota and that 
we might have this very appropriate 
vehicle. 

The amendment creates a National 
Tunnel Inspection Program at the Fed-
eral Highway Administration to de-
velop national inspection standards for 
proper safety inspection and evaluation 
of highway tunnels. National standards 
would be designed to ensure uniformity 
throughout the States in inspection 
and evaluation of highway tunnels. 

And the tragedy of the tunnel in the 
Boston harbor tunnel in that city is 
adequate reminder that we need to 
raise the standards, do a more vigorous 
and effective job of inspecting tunnels 
throughout the United States, and I 
ask for adoption of the amendment. 

I rise in support of the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
CAPUANO). 

This amendment creates a National Tunnel 
Inspection Program that would establish na-
tional tunnel inspection standards and ensure 
uniformity among the States in the conduct of 
such inspections. 

The substance of this amendment was ap-
proved by the House in January by a voice 
vote. 

While the need for these improvements to 
our surface transportation program has long 
existed, the tragic tunnel collapse in Boston, 
Massachusetts, two years ago brought about 
the catalyst for its implementation. 

On Monday, July 10, 2006, at approximately 
11:00 p.m., a section of the suspended con-
crete ceiling above the eastbound lanes of the 
Interstate 90 connector tunnel in Boston, Mas-
sachusetts, fell onto a vehicle traveling to 
Logan International Airport. A passenger, 
riding in the right front seat of the vehicle, was 
killed, while the driver escaped with minor inju-
ries. 

The National Transportation Safety Board 
(‘‘NTSB’’) immediately launched an investiga-
tion into the cause of the ceiling panel col-
lapse. 

The NTSB report observed that had the 
Massachusetts Turnpike Authority inspected 
the area above the suspended ceilings at reg-
ular intervals, the anchor creep that led to this 
accident would likely have been detected, and 
this tragedy could have been prevented. 

While we cannot undo the damage caused 
by this accident, we can, and we must, take 
the necessary actions to prevent future tunnel 
collapses. 

The NTSB report also found that the Fed-
eral Highway Administration (‘‘FHWA’’) lacked 
the regulatory authority to conduct tunnel in-
spections, and recommended that the FHWA 
seek legislation authorizing the agency to es-
tablish a mandatory tunnel inspection program 
similar to the National Bridge Inspection Pro-
gram. 

That is exactly what this amendment will 
do—establish a national program to inspect 
highway tunnels. 

The Secretary of Transportation, in con-
sultation with State Departments of Transpor-
tation, private organizations and individuals, 
will establish national tunnel inspection stand-
ards for safety inspections and evaluations of 
all public highway tunnels. 

The program also establishes criteria for 
certification and training of tunnel inspectors, 
and requires States to prepare and maintain 
an inventory of public highway tunnels. 

The NTSB report made clear that the death 
that occurred on that July evening could have 
been prevented had this tunnel been in-
spected at regular intervals. This legislation 
will establish a framework to address this seri-
ous safety concern, and ensure that tragedies 
like that of July 10, 2006, will not occur again. 

To address the absence of comprehensive 
inspections standards for our nation’s highway 
tunnels, I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this amendment. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Chairman, I ask 

unanimous consent to be given the 
time in opposition to this amendment; 
however, I will not oppose this amend-
ment. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Without ob-
jection, the gentleman from Tennessee 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DUNCAN. I will say simply this, 

Mr. Chairman, that I was present in 
committee when Mr. CAPUANO first 
brought up his concerns and his desire 
to bring this type of legislation to the 

floor of the House, and the minority 
has no objection to this, and we sup-
port this. 

And I would be glad to, at this time, 
yield back the balance of our time. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN (Mr. 
CHILDERS). The question is on the 
amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Minnesota (Mr. OBERSTAR). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Chairman, I 

move that the Committee do now rise. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly, the Committee rose; 

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. DON-
NELLY) having assumed the chair, Mr. 
CHILDERS, Acting Chairman of the 
Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union, reported that that 
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the bill (H.R. 3999) to amend title 
23, United States Code, to improve the 
safety of Federal-aid highway bridges, 
to strengthen bridge inspection stand-
ards and processes, to increase invest-
ment in the reconstruction of struc-
turally deficient bridges on the Na-
tional Highway System, and for other 
purposes, had come to no resolution 
thereon. 

f 

b 2030 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken tomorrow. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AND CELEBRATING 
THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
NATIONAL BLACK ARTS FES-
TIVAL 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 1286) recog-
nizing and celebrating the 20th anni-
versary of the National Black Arts Fes-
tival. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1286 

Whereas the National Black Arts Festival 
(NBAF) is a nonprofit cultural institution 
based in Atlanta, Georgia, that celebrates 
the artistic contributions of people of Afri-
can descent and their impact on world cul-
tures; 

Whereas the mission of the NBAF is to en-
gage, cultivate, and educate diverse audi-
ences about the arts and cultures of the Afri-
can Diaspora and provide opportunities for 
artistic and creative expression; 

Whereas the NBAF was founded in 1987 
after a study commissioned by the Fulton 
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