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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 
A TRIBUTE TO THE MINORITY 

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT AGEN-
CY AND MINORITY ENTERPRISE 
DEVELOPMENT 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 23, 2008 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of the Minority Business Devel-
opment Agency (MBDA) and its celebration of 
the 26th Minority Enterprise Development 
Week. Together, the Minority Business Devel-
opment Agency and minority entrepreneurs 
provide immense contributions to the back 
bone of the economy of this great nation; this 
type of invaluable economic participation must 
be commended. 

With tireless work, minority entrepreneurs 
and the MBDA have made tremendous ad-
vances in advancing the level of ethnic equal-
ity seen in the United States’ business sector. 
The strides made towards equal opportunity, 
increased competition, and economic growth 
with regard to minority-owned businesses are 
utterly remarkable. 

Minority Enterprise Development Week pro-
vides an opportunity to recognize and cele-
brate the accomplishments of minority entre-
preneurs and the Minority Business Develop-
ment Agency. This week gives everyone time 
to reflect on the ever-growing role of minority 
businesses in the vast business landscape of 
the United States economy. 

The competition, diversity and unrelenting 
work of minority owned businesses provide in-
tangible assets to the growth of the overall 
economy. It is for this reason that the MBDA 
and minority entrepreneurs ought to receive 
the praise and continuing support of people 
across the country. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to recognize 
the accomplishments of the Minority Business 
Development Agency and minority entre-
preneurs as they offer their unique talents and 
services for an improved business environ-
ment for minority owned businesses in the 
United States. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my fellow col-
leagues to join me in recognizing the invalu-
able efforts of the Minority Business Develop-
ment Agency and minority entrepreneurs to-
ward strengthening not only the United States 
economy, but minority equality movements ev-
erywhere. 

RECOGNIZING THE OUTSTANDING 
ACHIEVEMENTS MADE AT THE 
8TH LEON H. SULLIVAN SUMMIT 
IN ARUSHA, TANZANIA 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 23, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to commend the work and accomplishments of 
the Leon H. Sullivan Foundation. The Sullivan 
Foundation held its eighth summit this past 
June and was hosted by Tanzanian President, 
Jakaya Kikwete. 

Delegates and celebrities from Africa, the 
United States and the Caribbean were present 
for this landmark event, including NBA star 
Kelenna Azubuike, community leader Rev-
erend Jesse L. Jackson, CNN News anchor 
TJ Holmes, and actor Chris Tucker. 

The purpose of this summit was to facilitate 
positive change in Tanzania. This goal was 
not only met, but surpassed. Contributions 
from organizations such as; the Iovino Family 
Foundation, the Maasai Women’s Develop-
ment Organization and Books for Africa have 
brought about the ability to create sustainable 
development and education programs through-
out Tanzania. 

I would like to recognize the late Leon H. 
Sullivan for his unwavering commitment to 
changing the standards of living in Africa. It 
was his contribution that has allowed for the 
Sullivan Foundation’s success today. 
8TH LEON H. SULLIVAN SUMMIT SETS HISTOR-

ICAL LANDMARK: ‘‘MOTHER OF ALL SUM-
MITS’’ LEAVES MEMORABLE FOOTPRINT IN 
TANZANIA 
June 18, 2008 (Arusha, Tanzania)—In what 

was called the ‘‘Mother of all Summits,’’ the 
eighth edition of the Leon H. Sullivan Sum-
mit hosted by President Jakaya Kikwete 
this June brought more than 4,000 partici-
pants to the beautiful landscape of Arusha, 
Tanzania. By the last day of plenary and 
workshop sessions, what was promised to be 
the ‘‘Summit of a Lifetime’’ turned out to be 
what many may consider a week of trans-
formation for Tanzania. 

‘‘The spirit of my father has definitely 
moved through this year’s Summit and I am 
truly inspired by all of the selfless displays 
of generosity and support that were shown 
during the week. These types of connections, 
the ones you can see and touch, are what the 
Summits are all about. This Summit really 
made a difference in the lives of others. No 
one can deny that.’’ 

With forty-seven nations represented, the 
spirit of Reverend Sullivan was alive and 
well during the week-long conference. On the 
first day alone, the Iovino Family Founda-
tion gave a $20,000 donation to the Maasai 
Women’s Development Organization 
(MWEDO), which aims to provide self-suffi-
ciency and increased access to public serv-
ices and education; Books for Africa gave an 
initial contribution of 40,000 textbooks and 

later pledged to provide an additional 
$100,000 in textbooks for various schools 
throughout Arusha; More than 1,200 Olyset 
mosquito nets were supplied to the most en-
demic villages in Arusha along with school 
supplies for the Manyatta Village Primary 
School; Frank Ski, an Atlanta-based radio 
personality and youth advocate purchased 
and delivered school supplies to children in 
local Tanzanian villages, while other 
attendees sponsored and executed additional 
independent outreach projects of their own 
to directly benefit and impact the education 
and well-being of Tanzanian men, women, 
and children. 

In addition, NBA player Kelenna Azubuike 
of the Golden State Warriors adopted an or-
phanage, (the Nora Childcare Trust) and do-
nated 40 pairs of brand new NBA basketball 
shoes and shirts to the Tanzanian Basketball 
Federation, of which Tanzanian President 
Jakaya Kikwete is a member. The 
Myungsung Presbyterian Baptist Church, 
using state of the art drilling equipment was 
able to provide clean drinking water to a 
community of 12,000 people in Arusha. The 
state of the art drill used to locate and ex-
tract clean drinking water from deep within 
the earth, is valued at more than $500,000. 

But perhaps the most moving and memo-
rable gesture of the Summit, came from Rev-
erend Jesse L. Jackson, who, during the 
state dinner made a public call to guests to 
help raise at least $25,000 to improve the edu-
cational facilities of Tanzania’s schools. 
Within thirty minutes the delegation, led by 
Summit Co-Chairmen Ambassador Carlton 
Masters and Ambassador Andrew Young, 
Sullivan Foundation President and CEO 
Hope Masters, over $50,000 from individual 
donations ranging from as little as $5 to 
$5,000 was raised. Actor Chris Tucker and 
CNN news anchor TJ. Holmes were the first 
to make significant contributions. 

By the Summit’s end, delegates were able 
to wind down and relax with a breathtaking 
trip to Zanzibar Island. It was there that del-
egates were able to reflect and acknowledge 
a truly beautiful part of Africa that many 
admitted they didn’t even know existed. 

‘‘The beauty and history of Zanzibar was 
captivating to me and others alike,’’ stated 
Nichet Smith, Director of Public Relations 
for the Sullivan Foundation. ‘‘Moments like 
those I have captured and will hold onto for-
ever. Zanzibar is definitely a place that ev-
eryone should see in their lifetime.’’ 

Remaining forever committed to the goals 
of the Summit—to provide a platform for Af-
rica’s political, economic, and cultural lead-
ers, the Sullivan Foundation has completed 
yet another piece of the ever evolving bridge 
of hope, change and inspiration towards the 
vision and legacy of an extraordinary man, 
The Reverend Leon Howard Sullivan. For 
more information about the 2008 Leon H. 
Sullivan Summit, please visit www.the- 
sullivanfoundation.org/summit or contact 
Nichet Smith 202.736. 
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HONORING ST. JOSEPH’S 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 23, 2008 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church in celebrating its 100th anniversary. 
The congregation had its centennial celebra-
tion on Saturday, June 21, 2008. 

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church is located in 
Twain Harte, California. The origin of this com-
munity can be traced back to some of the 
original settlers in 1907. The area began as a 
small mining and logging town in the high Si-
erra Nevada foothills. The church was founded 
in 1908 with the construction of St. Joseph’s 
Church in Tuolumne City. The church itself not 
only sets the tone for the present generation 
but is a proud symbol of the dedication of the 
pioneer ancestors who built it. 

St. Joseph’s was originally a member of 
Sonora’s St. Patrick’s Parish. Because of the 
distance to travel between Tuolumne City and 
Sonora, and the large number of worshipers, 
the people of northeastern Tuolumne County 
applied to the Chancery several times for the 
building of a new parish. Reverend Hugh A. 
Donohoe, the Bishop of Stockton, decided to 
go forth with the new parish. The parish in 
Twain Harte was formally erected and com-
pleted on June 20, 1962. The task of forming 
the Parish was effectively executed by the late 
Fr. George Lacey, who served the community 
for 21 years. Fr. William Ryan served the Par-
ish for 10 years and worked to enhance and 
complete the Parish plant. The parish is now 
part of Twain Harte’s All Saints Parish. 

Three generations of worshipers make up 
the 200 parishioners, headed by Fr. John Fitz-
gerald and Deacon Ed Zoma. Deacon Zoma is 
ordained in the Chaldean Rite and can claim 
to be the longest serving deacon in the coun-
try. The Altar Society has now grown into the 
All Saints’ Parish Ladies’ Guild and has about 
sixty members. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 
on its centennial celebration. I invite my col-
leagues to join me in wishing the congregation 
of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church many years of 
continued success. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RICHAEL YOUNG ON 
BEING ELECTED PRESIDENT OF 
THE STUDENT SENATE FOR 
CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY COL-
LEGES 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 23, 2008 

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, it is a privi-
lege for me to honor Richael Young of Foster 
City, California, on being elected president of 
the Student Senate for California Community 
Colleges (SSCCC). 

At the young age of 20, Richael has already 
accomplished much and demonstrated tre-

mendous leadership skills. When she was 14 
years old she began attending the College of 
San Mateo where she, along with two other 
students, founded their school’s chapter of the 
National Community College Honor Society, 
Phi Theta Kappa. By 16, Richael was vice 
president of operations of this prestigious 
honor society and just a year later, at age 17, 
she was elected president. That same year, 
Richael was elected a student trustee of the 
San Mateo County Community College district, 
holding this leadership position for nearly 2 
years. 

In May of 2008, Richael ran a successful 
campaign for the at-large senator of the Stu-
dent Senate for California Community Col-
leges. On July 13, 2008, the Student Senate 
for California Community Colleges held officer 
elections, and I am proud to announce that 
Richael was elected president. Richael is not 
only the youngest person to ever hold this po-
sition, but she is also the first woman to do so. 
In this prominent role, she will be representing 
California’s 110 community colleges and 2.6 
million students. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the entire House of 
Representatives to join me in honoring Ms. 
Richael Young whom I am so proud to have 
interning in my Washington, DC office serving 
the people of the 14th Congressional district. 
We have all benefited from her intelligence, 
diligence and dedication to excellence. We 
wish her our best as the president of the Stu-
dent Senate for California Community Col-
leges and the contributions she will no doubt 
make to California and our country. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF 
STICKBALL HALL OF FAMER, 
CHARLES EDWARD BALLARD III 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 23, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to Charles Edward Ballard III an out-
standing son of Harlem who passed away on 
February 14, 2008, Valentines Day. As I 
speak with profound sorrow, I ascend to cele-
brate a life well lived and to remember with 
fondness the accomplishments of a remark-
able man who, over his many years and under 
much adversity, fought to preserve the good- 
old pastime game of stickball. 

The death of Charles brought immense sor-
row and loss to his family and friends, and to 
the countless individuals associated with the 
legendary game of stickball. The game he 
fought to preserve often served to unite young 
people of different races and nationalities from 
the many diverse neighborhoods around the 
city of New York. The All-Star Charles Ballard 
was a celebrity among the many that played 
stickball on our city’s streets, taking part in ten 
stickball championships. 

Within the New York City stickball commu-
nity, Mr. Ballard is widely considered a legend 
whose bat has launched more than 10,000 
line drives over a 50-year career. Therefore, it 
was no surprise that Mr. Ballard was the first 
inductee into the Stickball Hall of Fame in 
1973. The Hall was founded with the most 

modest of goals: to formally recognize the 
sport. The founders—all members of the Old 
Timers, including their manager, Carlos Diaz— 
picked the top players from throughout the 
city, including those who parlayed their street 
skills into professional baseball careers, like 
Phil Rizzuto, Joe Torre, Willie Randolph and 
Rusty Torres. 

‘‘Charlie’’ as he was affectionately known, 
was an inspiration and true symbol of commit-
ment and sportsmanship to the game he truly 
loved and its faithful players for more than 50 
years. Mr. Ballard was a shining example of 
selfless love for the many generations of 
young bucks that came to play the game be-
fore and after. He derived significant gratifi-
cation teaching the sport to kids, spending 
many hours in the streets and parks of the 
community with them. He also gladly spent 
equal, if not more time, mentoring youth about 
the game of life, offering them his wisdom, 
compassion, and support. 

Mr. Ballard was also a member of the 
‘‘Greatest Generation’’ as a veteran of World 
War II. He proudly fought for his country, serv-
ing in the Navy from 1942 to 1945. In addition, 
he had the distinction of being one of only a 
few African-Americans to serve as a radio op-
erator in the Navy. Charlie achieved so much 
during his lifetime that his comrades will con-
tinue to benefit from his work even as they 
miss his ongoing presence. 

Madam Speaker, rather than mourn his 
passing, I hope that my colleagues will join me 
in celebrating the life of Charles Edward 
Ballard III by remembering that he exemplified 
greatness in every way. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE TURKISH 
CYPRIOT PEOPLE 

HON. ED WHITFIELD 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 23, 2008 

Mr. WHITFIELD of Kentucky. Madam 
Speaker, the meeting of the two Cypriot lead-
ers on March 21, May 23, and July 1, 2008 
and the agreement reached by them to launch 
full-fledged negotiations, which will aim to find 
a comprehensive settlement to the long-
standing Cyprus problem, have been wel-
comed by the international community, includ-
ing the United States, the European Union, 
and others. The meetings raised hopes among 
the international community that a mutually ac-
ceptable settlement would now be more seri-
ously sought by the Greek Cypriot side, whose 
policy over the years had been to delay the 
start of full-fledged negotiations. 

On July 20th, the Turkish Cypriots com-
memorate the 34th anniversary of the Turkish 
peace operation, which prevented the attempt 
by the Greek Cypriots to annex the island to 
Greece. Although peace prevails in Cyprus 
today, the social, economic, and political de-
velopment of the Turkish Cypriots have been 
restricted for more than 3 decades. 

In order to promote the spirit of goodwill 
generated during the recent meetings, it is my 
sincere hope that this positive stance dem-
onstrated by the two Cypriot leaders will be 
supported by the United States government. 
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