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The Turkish Cypriots have demonstrated their 
willingness to work collaboratively, by voting in 
favor of the Annan Plan, which presumed 
great sacrifices for the Turkish Cypriots, be-
cause nearly a quarter of their territory would 
have been ceded to the Greek Cypriot side, 
and almost a quarter of the Turkish Cypriot 
population would have been dislocated, some 
for the second, third, and even fourth time. 

Despite the potential impact of the Annan 
Plan, 65 percent of Turkish Cypriots voted in 
favor of the historic referenda of April 24, 
2004, while 76 percent of Greek Cypriots 
voted against it. The Turkish Cypriot people, in 
their continued commitment to achieve a just 
and lasting settlement that respects the polit-
ical equality of these two groups on the island 
are still waiting for the international community 
to honor the promises it made to them. 

Madam Speaker, I want to recognize the 
unwavering commitment of the Turkish Cypriot 
people to reunify the island, and I encourage 
the United States government to lend its sup-
port to lifting of the isolation that presently ex-
ists. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 23, 2008 

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Madam Speaker, I was 
unavoidably absent from this Chamber yester-
day. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall votes 512, 513 and 514. 

f 

HONORING THE CITY OF TURLOCK, 
CALIFORNIA 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 23, 2008 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the city of Turlock upon 
their celebration of their 100th Anniversary. 

In 1871, John Mitchell, a prominent land 
owner in Turlock, came to an agreement with 
the railroad. The railroad agreed to build a 
train depot, a switching yard and telegraph 
station on a portion of Mr. Mitchell’s property. 
In return, Mr. Mitchell gave the railroad a 
twenty five mile right of way passage through 
his vast land holdings. The land consisted of 
over 100,000 acres of wheat that spanned 
from, what is now, Ceres to Atwater and west 
to the San Joaquin River. It was a win-win sit-
uation for all; while the railroad was able to 
expand, Mr. Mitchell was able to move prod-
ucts. 

Over the next 20 years, growth in the area 
was slow. It did, however, experience a great 
amount of financial success. During Califor-
nia’s Golden Wheat era of the mid to late 
1800s this area was shipping an extraordinary 
amount of wheat across the United States and 
around the world. Turlock was booming, but it 
did not last long. With the over planting of 
crops, the poor farming practices, and de-
pleted soil the production of wheat fell dras-

tically. The Golden Wheat era was over by 
1890. It only took 3 years for Turlock to fade 
away, and in 1893 John Mitchell, the founder 
of Turlock, passed away. Mr. Mitchell had 
brought life to Turlock; he was responsible for 
bringing the railroad and he financed many 
farmers and businesses. With a nationwide 
economic collapse on the horizon, Turlock 
faced two more problems; water and fire. The 
farmers in Turlock desperately needed an irri-
gation system to keep their crops going, and 
then a massive fire destroyed downtown 
Turlock. 

Fortunately, luck changed for this small 
farming town. In 1901, irrigation was funded. 
Small farmers were back in business, and 
Turlock began to thrive again. John Mitchell’s 
heirs hired a land promoter and sold his vast 
holdings into small farming lots. People began 
to flock to Turlock. By 1907, Turlock was ex-
periencing record breaking activity in commer-
cial and residential construction. The push for 
incorporation began to take hold. A special 
election was held on January 21, 1908 and 
Turlock was incorporated with about 1800 
residents. A board of trustees, a treasurer, a 
clerk and a marshall were all elected into of-
fice. Today Turlock has a population of over 
69,000 and is home to California State Univer-
sity, Stanislaus. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate the city of Turlock on 100 
years. I invite my colleagues to join me in 
wishing Turlock many years of continued 
growth and success. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRE-
MENT OF SHIRLEY J. PIGOTT, 
CHIEF OF THE COMMUNITY RE-
LATIONS DIVISION IN THE 96TH 
AIR BASE WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
OFFICE 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 23, 2008 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate Mrs. Shirley Pigott 
on her retirement as the Chief of the Commu-
nity Relations Division at the 96th Air Base 
Wing Public Affairs Office, Eglin Air Force 
Base. 

Mrs. Shirley Pigott has had many accom-
plishments in her 31 years of civil service work 
for the military. She served as Deputy Director 
and Chief of the Community Relations Division 
in the Air Armament Center Office of Public 
Affairs. She was an Advisory Board member 
of the Okaloosa County Cherokee Elementary 
School, Eglin Air Force Base Officers’ Club, 
and Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of 
Commerce. 

She was a Military Affairs Committee Advi-
sory Board member of the Greater Fort Wal-
ton Beach Chamber of Commerce, the 
Niceville/Valparaiso Bay Area Chamber of 
Commerce, and the Destin Area Chamber of 
Commerce. Shirley was a member of the 
Okaloosa County Veterans’ Memorial com-
mittee, the American Heart Association Ball 
Committee, and the Air Force Association. 
She was also a member of the Board of Direc-

tors on the Okaloosa County Commission on 
the Status of Women. 

Furthermore, Shirley served her community 
by being the foremost Eglin authority on local 
civic and opinion leaders. She was a helpful 
figure during President Bush’s visit to Eglin. 
Beyond her community, Shirley worked with 
the White House staff preparing guest lists. 

Shirley attended Okaloosa-Walton College 
and received 2 years of college credit in Man-
agement. She has taken 182 hours of the Air 
Force College of Installation Sustainment and 
Management, A3, classes and numerous other 
Air Force classes on a variety of topics. Shir-
ley took 1 year of Bible classes by cor-
respondence from Rhema Bible Institute in 
Tulsa, OK. She continued her education by 
taking Mandatory Annual International Mer-
chant Purchase Authorization Card, IMPAC, 
Card refresher classes with certificates. 

Shirley Pigott has received a long list of im-
portant certificates and awards. They include: 
Air Force Systems Command Public Affairs 
Civilian of the Year Award, 1987; The Military 
Order of the World Wars Certificate for sup-
porting the Massing of the Colors ceremonies, 
1990–2006; Robert L.F. Sikes ‘‘Patriotism 
Award’’ from the Crestview Chamber, 1993; 
Air Force Enlisted Foundation Certificate for 
supporting the Bob Hope Birthday and Anni-
versary celebration, 1996; Air Force Develop-
ment Test Center Best Program, ComRel 
Award, 1997; Greater Fort Walton Beach 
Chamber of Commerce President’s Award for 
Outstanding Assistance to the Chamber and 
the Armed Forces, 1999; Certificate of Appre-
ciation for the Air Force Materiel Command 
Public Affairs Achievement Awards Second 
Place—Director’s Excellence Award, Special 
Achievement, 2000; Certificate of Appreciation 
for Exemplary Civilian Service in supporting 
President George W. Bush’s visit, 2002; Nota-
ble Achievement Award for outstanding lead-
ership and support for the 2004 Open House 
and Air Show, 2004; Air Armament Center 
Staff Civilian, Cat IV, of the Quarter, 2005; 
Nominee for the First Northwest Florida 
ATHENA Awards Program, 2006; and, 
Okaloosa County Women’s Hall of Fame 
Nominee, Second Annual Northwest Florida 
ATHENA Awards Program Recipient, Air Ar-
mament Center Recognition Ceremony for 
Community Support, 2007. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I would like to congratulate 
Shirley Pigott on her retirement and wish her 
many more years of success and happiness 

f 

HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
JOSELYN LLOYD BELL, JR. 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 23, 2008 

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, I take this op-
portunity today to honor Lieutenant Colonel 
Joselyn LLoyd Bell, Jr., Congressional Liaison 
Officer, Army House Liaison Division, Office of 
the Chief of Legislative Liaison, who will retire 
September 30, 2008. I wish to congratulate 
Lieutenant Colonel Bell upon his retirement 
after twenty years of distinguished military 
service to our Nation. 
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I came to know Lieutenant Colonel Bell over 

the last year while he served as an Army leg-
islative liaison officer to the U.S. House of 
Representatives. A steadfast dedication to 
Soldiers, their families, the Army, and our Na-
tion has been the hallmark of his remarkable 
military career during which he has distin-
guished himself as both a soldier and leader. 

Colonel Bell’s assignment to the Army’s 
House Liaison Office was the culmination of 
an outstanding military career. Prior to assum-
ing this position, Colonel Bell served as a De-
fense Collection Manager at the National Mili-
tary Command Center in the Pentagon, and 
later at the Defense Intelligence Analysis Cen-
ter in Washington, DC, where he worked with-
in the Intelligence Community to ensure intel-
ligence assets were properly postured to an-
swer the Nation’s most demanding and urgent 
needs. 

A military intelligence officer, Lieutenant 
Colonel Bell received his commission through 
the Army ROTC program at the University of 
Central Arkansas. A series of command and 
staff positions followed. His first assignment 
was as a Surveillance Platoon leader and later 
Company Executive Officer in the 109th Mili-
tary Intelligence Battalion of the 9th Infantry 
Division (Motorized) at Fort Lewis, Wash-
ington. He went to war in August 1991, after 
Iraq invaded Kuwait, serving as a Platoon 
Leader and Interrogater in the 3rd Armored 
Cavalry Regiment during Operation Desert 
Shield/Desert Storm. 

Following the Persian Gulf War, Colonel Bell 
held several military intelligence assignments 
in positions of increasing responsibility. In 
2001, Colonel Bell was assigned to the 3rd In-
fantry Division, Fort Stewart, Georgia, where, 
following the terrorist attacks of 9/11, he par-
ticipated in the development of combat plans 
and orders for Operation Enduring/Iraqi Free-
dom. 

In 2003, he went to war again as the Chief 
of the 3rd Infantry Division’s Analysis and 
Control Element directing intelligence oper-
ations and producing intelligence in support of 
the invasion that destroyed the Iraqi Armed 
Forces and removed the Iraqi Regime. 

After his tour of combat, he returned to Fort 
Stewart as the Executive Officer of the 103rd 
Military Intelligence Battalion, quickly resetting 
the Battalion for a second deployment to Iraq. 

Lieutenant Colonel Bell holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Biology from the University 
of Central Arkansas and a Master of Science 
degree in Strategic Intelligence from the Na-
tional Defense Intelligence College. 

His outstanding service has been recog-
nized with numerous awards including the Le-
gion of Merit, Bronze Star, Defense Meri-
torious Service Medal, Meritorious Service 
Medal, Army Commendation Medal, Joint 
Services Achievement Medal, and Army 
Achievement Medal. He proudly wears the 
Parachutist and Air Assault Badges. 

Lieutenant Colonel Bell’s selfless service, 
dedication to duty, leadership, and loyalty rep-
resent the highest traditions of military service. 
He is a true soldier and scholar. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in thanking 
Lieutenant Colonel Joselyn LLoyd Bell, Jr. for 
his service to our Army and our Nation. I 
would also like to extend my thanks and ap-
preciation to his wife, Amy, and five children— 

Shelby, Jordan, Chalci, Tanner and Sydnee— 
for their many sacrifices and for their service 
to the Nation alongside their Soldier. We have 
all benefited from the service of such a man 
and such a family. I wish him and his family 
all the best in a well deserved retirement. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
ROBBIE ‘‘GRAN’’ JUANITA 
SEPOLEN 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 23, 2008 

Mr. CONAWAY. Madam Speaker, I come to 
the floor today to celebrate the wonderful and 
full life of Robbie ‘‘Gran’’ Juanita Sepolen. 

In her 105 years on this Earth, Gran was a 
daughter, a wife, a mother, a foster parent, a 
student, a teacher, an activist, grandmother, 
great-grandmother, great-great-grandmother, 
and even a great-great-great-grandmother, 
and most importantly, she was a devoted 
Christian. Her accomplishments are innumer-
able and the lives that she touched along the 
way are countless. 

Growing up in Brownwood, Texas, Gran 
was part of the first graduating class from 
Brownwood Colored High School in 1918, 
later named the Rufus F. Hardin High School. 
After college, during a time of great bigotry 
against the African American race, Gran over-
came those boundaries and shared her love of 
learning with others as a teacher and librarian 
in the Brownwood School District. 

A true public servant, Gran used her rights 
as a voting citizen to help others find their 
voice by helping them register to vote. She 
was active in the senior citizen ministry as 
well, sharing her love of the arts in senior cit-
izen centers throughout the county. 

Gran never tired of meeting new people or 
learning new things, participating in numerous 
cultural events, and was even crowned the 
2001 Cowboy of Color Rodeo Queen in Hous-
ton, Texas. 

While we mourn the loss of such a unique 
and wonderful woman, we must also celebrate 
a life well lived and move forward knowing 
that Gran left footprints on the hearts of all 
that crossed her path. 

It is my honor to not only have represented 
Gran here in Congress, but also to continue to 
represent all those she inspired during her 
long life; they are Gran’s legacy to Texas. 

f 

THE 34TH COMMEMORATION OF 
THE TURKISH INVASION OF CY-
PRUS 

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 23, 2008 

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Madam Speaker, 
today marks the 34th anniversary of the Turk-
ish invasion of Cyprus and I want to remind all 
of my colleagues of the ongoing Turkish occu-
pation. 

We cannot let the passage of time diminish 
the events of 1974, nor can we ignore the 

human rights violations by Turkey that con-
tinue today. For more than 34 years the 
United States and United Nations, as well as 
European nations, have lamented Turkey’s 
1974 invasion and subsequent occupation of 
the Republic of Cyprus. Turkey’s poor treat-
ment of Greek-Cypriots living in the occupied 
area, and its desecration of Christian church-
es, is without justification. 

In July, 1974, Turkey invaded Cyprus in 
complete violation of international law and is 
currently occupying approximately 37 percent 
of Cyprus’ territory. Nearly 200,000 Greek 
Cypriots were forced from their homes, mak-
ing them refugees in their own country. A 
large portion of those homes were unlawfully 
given over to thousands of illegal settlers from 
Turkey, whom are still there today. 

During the Turkish invasion, Cyprus’s main 
town in Famagusta was bombarded and the 
entire population was forced to flee their 
homes in fear, never to return again. The 
Turkish forces sealed off the city with barbed 
wire fences and this is how it remains today. 
Since 1974, more than 75 resolutions have 
been adopted by the U.N. Security Council 
and more than 13 by the General Assembly, 
calling for the return of the refugees to their 
homes and properties. These resolutions are 
being ignored by Turkey, which continues to 
violate the basic human rights and funda-
mental freedoms of the Greek Cypriots. 

Since 1974, U.N. Security Council and Gen-
eral Assembly resolutions, as well as resolu-
tions adopted by numerous other international 
organizations, and resolutions we in Congress 
have passed, reflect the universal condemna-
tion of Turkey’s invasion and all subsequent 
acts of aggression against Cyprus. 

The United States and Cyprus share a deep 
and abiding commitment to upholding the 
ideals of freedom, democracy, and human 
rights. The international community has a 
moral and ethical obligation to stand with Cyp-
riots to reunify their island and end the military 
occupation. 

Cyprus’s goal is the reunification of the is-
land as a bicommunal and bizonal federation 
with a single sovereignty, single international 
personality and single citizenship with respect 
for human rights and fundamental freedoms 
for all Cypriots and the withdrawal of Turkish 
occupation forces. President Demetris 
Christofias is committed to negotiating in good 
faith in order to achieve a just and viable solu-
tion to the Cyprus problem on the basis of 
U.N. Security Council Resolutions, and the 
High Level Agreements of 1977 and 1979 and 
the values and principles on which the EU is 
founded. 

It is my sincere hope that as we honor the 
34th anniversary of Turkey’s invasion of Cy-
prus that we are closer to the end of the occu-
pation than to the beginning. 

f 

HONORING MIKE WAGNER 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 23, 2008 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Mike Wagner upon his 
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