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help this week, far too many home-
owners still don’t know they have op-
tions when they get behind on their 
mortgages. 

I fought alongside Senators MIKUL-
SKI, SCHUMER, and BROWN to include 
this counseling funding back when this 
bill was first debated in April. It comes 
on top of a $180 million initiative that 
my ranking member, Senator BOND, 
and I included in the 2008 Transpor-
tation-Housing Appropriations Act. 
And I want to thank Chairman DODD 
and Ranking Member SHELBY for help-
ing to protect the funding in the most 
recent package. 

Next, the bill makes some important 
changes to help modernize the Federal 
Housing Administration and enable it 
to help more homeowners refinance 
their mortgages. First, it raises the 
loan limit to take into account the in-
crease in home prices over the last sev-
eral years. This is very important be-
cause in many communities, home 
prices are higher than the current loan 
limits, meaning FHA mortgages aren’t 
an option. 

It also provides $300 billion to enable 
the FHA to back loans and help as 
many as 400,000 homeowners at risk of 
foreclosure get more affordable—and 
less risky—mortgages. These changes 
will help stabilize the housing market 
and encourage more mortgage holders 
to give borrowers a more affordable 
loan that will enable them to keep 
their homes. 

Now, while I support these measures, 
I want to add—as chairman of the 
Transportation and Housing Appropria-
tions Subcommittee—that this bill is 
also putting a lot of new responsibility 
into the hands of the FHA. That agen-
cy currently has close to 300 vacancies 
and it has the money to fill them. Un-
fortunately, it has been burdened by 
the painfully slow hiring processes at 
HUD. 

It is my understanding that FHA 
Commissioner Montgomery, and our 
new HUD Secretary, Steve Preston, are 
determined to reverse this hiring 
record and get more people on board 
soon. I certainly hope they succeed. 
But I also recognize that as we head 
into the new fiscal year, we may need 
to take measures to boost the salary 
and expense funds provided to the FHA 
as well as get money to the agency to 
improve its computing capabilities. I 
intend to address those needs when the 
Appropriations Committee marks up 
the next Supplemental Appropriations 
bill in September. 

Finally, I want to caution my col-
leagues on the Banking Committee 
that we will all need to continually 
monitor the lending activity and the 
funding balance of the FHA’s existing 
mutual mortgage insurance account as 
well as the new homeownership preser-
vation entity fund established in this 
bill. None of us wants to saddle tax-
payers with unnecessary risk as we try 

to help homeowners. This bill estab-
lishes a new board that will face the 
daunting challenge of deciding which 
homeowners can and can’t be helped 
under this new program. 

But Congress will also need to do its 
part to monitor the fiscal health of 
both the new and old FHA accounts to 
ensure that the taxpayer isn’t guaran-
teeing loans that have no hope of being 
repaid. The whole hope of this legisla-
tion is about calming the housing mar-
kets and using the FHA guarantee to 
entice mortgage holders to give bor-
rowers a better break—an affordable 
loan that will keep them in their home. 
But we must ensure that taxpayers 
don’t end up holding the bill for 
unsalvageable loans. 

Finally, the bill would take impor-
tant steps to strengthen Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac by establishing a new 
regulator. It also provides temporary 
authority to allow the Treasury De-
partment to take action when needed 
to keep them stable. Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac are the foundation of our 
system to finance homeownership in 
the U.S., and it is absolutely critical 
that we take decisive action to help 
quickly restore confidence in them. 

We started work on this bill in Feb-
ruary because Democrats wanted to get 
help into the hands of homeowners who 
need it. But despite the desperation 
people feel in communities across this 
country, some Republicans have pre-
ferred up to this point to stall and 
block this bill. Now, I was very happy 
to see President Bush finally drop his 
opposition this week. And I hope my 
Republican colleagues will help us get 
this bill to his desk as quickly as pos-
sible. 

Especially when it comes to helping 
people keep their homes, timing is ev-
erything. A family that gets access to 
housing counseling before they start 
missing mortgage payments can still 
save their home. And I hope we will fi-
nally be able to make that possible for 
thousands more families in need. 

I hope when we finally get this bill 
out of here, we will be able to make it 
possible for more families to feel se-
cure in this country again. 

Mr. President, I thank the Presiding 
Officer and look forward to the vote to-
morrow morning. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to a period of morning busi-

ness, with Senators permitted to speak 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JEROME HOLTZMAN 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise 

today to pay tribute to a remarkable 
and legendary Illinoisan, Jerome 
Holtzman. Mr. Holtzman was a pioneer 
of baseball writing and renowned for 
his numerous accomplishments. He 
passed away on July 19 at the age of 81. 

The first official historian of Major 
League Baseball, Holtzman wrote 
about the game, but truly he cared 
about the people. He was known for 
spending time with umpires before 
games and was able to bring genera-
tions of fans together through his col-
umns. 

Jerome Holtzman was a true Amer-
ican success story. In 1943, at the 
youthful age of 17, he started his news-
paper career as a copy boy for the Chi-
cago Times. After 2 years in the U.S. 
Marine Corps during World War II, he 
covered high school sports at the 
Times and Sun-Times. 

He started at the bottom, but he im-
pressed many along the way. Holtzman 
stayed on as a baseball beat writer and 
columnist at the Chicago Sun-Times 
for 30 years. It was at the Sun-Times 
where Holtzman met his wife Marilyn 
Ryan. With their five children, they 
lived in Evanston—in a home fre-
quented by baseball fans and Jerome 
Holtzman fans. He spent the last 10 
years of his career writing for the Chi-
cago Tribune. 

One of the most distinguished honors 
Holtzman achieved over his remark-
able career was the induction into the 
writers’ wing of the Baseball Hall of 
Fame in 1989. His colleagues knew him 
as ‘‘the Dean,’’ a nickname given to 
him by fellow Hall of Famer Billy Wil-
liams. The nickname reflects his stat-
ure as a baseball-writing ‘‘lifer’’ and 
his loyal dedication to the game. 

Among his accomplishments was the 
creation of the save. Holtzman’s save 
rule became an official Major League 
Baseball statistic that acknowledges 
effective relief pitching. Acknowl-
edging his profound influence, former 
Sun-Times columnist Bill Gleason 
stated, ‘‘The reality is, he revolution-
ized baseball.’’ 

In addition to his columns, Holtzman 
was the author of six books, including 
a classic titled ‘‘No Cheering in the 
Press Box.’’ Many columnists consid-
ered his book required reading and a 
foundation to baseball writing. Cubs 
Chairman Crane Kenney remembered 
Holtzman as ‘‘an accomplished writer 
who earned respect from both his read-
ers and from those whom he covered.’’ 

Jerome Holtzman will be remem-
bered as a great friend and mentor. 
Chicago and baseball fans across the 
Nation have lost a celebrated sports-
writer and icon, but future generations 
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will continue to remember his great 
legacy and influential contributions to 
the game. 

f 

CAPTURE OF RADOVAN KARADZIC 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I have 
sought recognition today to commend 
Serbian authorities for apprehending 
former Republika Srpska president 
Radovan Karadzic. Earlier this month 
we marked the 13th anniversary of the 
genocide at Srebrenica. The arrest this 
week of Radovan Karadzic, in connec-
tion with that crime, shows that it is 
never too late to seek justice for the 
terrible crimes committed during the 
1992–95 war in Bosnia. Over a decade 
after being indicted for genocide, 
crimes against humanity, and war 
crimes by the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, 
ICTY, at The Hague, Radovan Karadzic 
was arrested on Monday, July 21, out-
side Belgrade. 

Radovan Karadzic’s arrest represents 
a significant breakthrough for inter-
national jurisprudence. Serge 
Brammertz, prosecutor of the war 
crimes tribunal in The Hague, said, 
‘‘This is a very important day for the 
victims who have waited for this arrest 
for over a decade.’’ ‘‘It is also an im-
portant day for international justice 
because it clearly demonstrates that 
nobody is beyond the reach of the law 
and that sooner or later all fugitives 
will be brought to justice.’’ 

Richard Holbrooke, who brokered the 
Dayton Accords in 1995 which ended 
the war in Bosnia, said, ‘‘This is a his-
toric event.’’ ‘‘Of the three most evil 
men of the Balkans, Milosevic, 
Karadzic and Mladic, I thought 
Karadzic was the worst. The reason was 
that Karadzic was a real racist be-
liever. Karadzic really enjoyed order-
ing the killing of Muslims. . . . 

Richard Dicker, director of Human 
Rights Watch’s International Justice 
Program, said, ‘‘Radovan Karadzic per-
sonified impunity for more than a dec-
ade, but his efforts to run the clock on 
justice have failed.’’ ‘‘This arrest offers 
hope to the victims of the horrific 
crimes that occurred here. We welcome 
this long-overdue arrest and look for-
ward to his fair trial in The Hague.’’ 

I commend the Serbian Government 
for the resolve it has demonstrated in 
arresting Mr. Karadzic. I think it is 
vital that Mr. Karadzic be transferred 
to The Hague in due course, and that 
the search for Republika Srpska mili-
tary commander General Ratko Mladic 
continue. It is vital that the inter-
national community, including the 
United States, continue to support ef-
forts to bring justice for these crimes, 
not just in The Hague, but also at the 
local level in Bosnia, where lack of re-
sources and other obstacles mean that 
many victims continue to wait for jus-
tice for the crimes committed against 
them. To that end, local war crimes 

trials for thousands of other suspected 
perpetrators from the Bosnia atrocities 
must receive support to overcome the 
challenges they face in order to seal 
any remaining impunity gaps in Bos-
nia. 

To echo a statement I made on the 
Senate floor on February 11, 1998, it is 
my sense that if the war crimes tri-
bunal at The Hague is successful, if we 
can bring the rule of law into the inter-
national arena, we may have the most 
important institutional change in 
international relations of the past cen-
tury. 

f 

ADVANCING AMERICA’S 
PRIORITIES ACT 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. Presdient, earlier 
this week, I joined the majority leader 
in the introduction of S. 3297, the Ad-
vancing America’s Priorities Act. The 
majority leader selected 35 legislative 
items from the jurisdiction of seven 
Senate committees, including eight 
bills from that of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, for this effort. These are 
all measures with bipartisan support 
and, we believe, the support of a strong 
bipartisan majority of the Senate. I 
have moved several through the Judici-
ary Committee, and several have al-
ready passed the House. All have the 
support of all Democratic Senators, 
and all were cleared for unanimous 
Senate passage, but each has been 
stalled on the Senate floor by Repub-
lican objection. 

One key bill included in this package 
is the Emmett Till Unsolved Civil 
Rights Crime Act. I thank Senator 
DODD and Congressman LEWIS for their 
tireless work on this bill over the last 
4 years. It will strengthen the ability 
of the Federal Government to inves-
tigate and prosecute unsolved murders 
from the civil rights era. It would cre-
ate new cold case units in the Justice 
Department and FBI dedicated to in-
vestigating and prosecuting unsolved 
cases involving violations of criminal 
civil rights statutes which resulted in 
death and occurred before January 1, 
1970. The Senate legislation was intro-
duced on February 8, 2007. I was proud 
to cosponsor Senator DODD’s bill. The 
Judiciary Committee reported it by 
unanimous consent as amended on 
June 20, 2007, more than a year ago. 
The House legislation passed the House 
on June 20, 2007, more than a year ago, 
by a vote of 422 to 2. Its Republican co-
sponsors include Senator COCHRAN, 
Senator HATCH, Senator ALEXANDER, 
and Senator CORNYN. 

Yesterday I had the privilege of 
meeting Emmett Till’s cousin, Simeon 
Wright, who was with him that terrible 
night. The brutal killing of Emmett 
Till galvanized this Nation. I want to 
acknowledge Mr. Wright’s courage and 
his commitment to fight for justice for 
all these years. 

The primary purpose of the Till bill 
is to track down those whose violent 

acts during a period of national tur-
moil remain unpunished. By passing 
this legislation, we honor Emmett Till 
and all those who sacrificed their lives 
advancing civil rights. It is disgraceful 
that it has taken us so long to take 
this basic step to pursue justice too 
long delayed. It is incredible to me 
that some continue to obstruct these 
efforts. It reminds me of those who so 
adamantly opposed a national holiday 
to recognize the contributions of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and the 
progress this country has made toward 
equal justice. 

Another important piece of legisla-
tion in this bill is the reauthorization 
of the Runaway and Homeless Youth 
Act. Many Vermonters have told me 
how much that act is needed to help 
young people in Vermont and around 
the country. I held a hearing in Rut-
land this year on crime in small cities 
and towns, which emphasized the need 
for programs to help young people in 
difficult circumstances, and held an-
other here in Washington on this meas-
ure before the Judiciary Committee re-
ported it in April. The companion 
House bill passed in June. 

In addition, the eight Judiciary Com-
mittee related bills include several 
concerning child pornography, exploi-
tation and drugs. The Effective Child 
Pornography Prosecution Act passed 
the House 409 to 0 last November; the 
Enhancing the Effective Prosecution of 
Child Pornography provision passed 
the House 416 to 0 last November; the 
PROTECT Our Children Act passed the 
House 415 to 2 last November; the Drug 
Endangered Children Act passed the 
House last September 389 to 4. All of 
these bills have been cleared by all 
Democratic Senators. 

Thus, the Judiciary Committee com-
ponents in S. 3297 are all measures that 
should have passed the Senate long 
ago. Two of the eight have Republican 
Senators as their lead sponsors. Others 
have Republican cosponsors. 

People are rightly worried about 
keeping their communities safe and 
protecting their children. The Judici-
ary Committee has worked throughout 
this Congress to advance these prior-
ities of Americans. Sadly, these impor-
tant efforts have been obstructed by 
Republican objections. I hope that all 
Senators will join together tomorrow 
to pass S. 3297 without further delay. 

The bill we will consider tomorrow 
contains eight Judiciary Committee- 
related pieces. There were selected 
from many more bills that have been 
reported favorably by the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee and that have passed 
the House. All these bills have the sup-
port of every Democratic Senator, and 
it is Republican objections, usually 
anonymous objections, that are keep-
ing them from passing. 

Let me mention some of the others: 
S. 879, No Oil Producing and Export-

ing Cartels Act of 2007—this bill would 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 12:12 Mar 08, 2011 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00073 Fmt 0685 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR08\S24JY8.002 S24JY8jd
jo

ne
s 

on
 D

S
K

8K
Y

B
LC

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-13T03:13:19-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




