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will continue to remember his great 
legacy and influential contributions to 
the game. 

f 

CAPTURE OF RADOVAN KARADZIC 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I have 
sought recognition today to commend 
Serbian authorities for apprehending 
former Republika Srpska president 
Radovan Karadzic. Earlier this month 
we marked the 13th anniversary of the 
genocide at Srebrenica. The arrest this 
week of Radovan Karadzic, in connec-
tion with that crime, shows that it is 
never too late to seek justice for the 
terrible crimes committed during the 
1992–95 war in Bosnia. Over a decade 
after being indicted for genocide, 
crimes against humanity, and war 
crimes by the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, 
ICTY, at The Hague, Radovan Karadzic 
was arrested on Monday, July 21, out-
side Belgrade. 

Radovan Karadzic’s arrest represents 
a significant breakthrough for inter-
national jurisprudence. Serge 
Brammertz, prosecutor of the war 
crimes tribunal in The Hague, said, 
‘‘This is a very important day for the 
victims who have waited for this arrest 
for over a decade.’’ ‘‘It is also an im-
portant day for international justice 
because it clearly demonstrates that 
nobody is beyond the reach of the law 
and that sooner or later all fugitives 
will be brought to justice.’’ 

Richard Holbrooke, who brokered the 
Dayton Accords in 1995 which ended 
the war in Bosnia, said, ‘‘This is a his-
toric event.’’ ‘‘Of the three most evil 
men of the Balkans, Milosevic, 
Karadzic and Mladic, I thought 
Karadzic was the worst. The reason was 
that Karadzic was a real racist be-
liever. Karadzic really enjoyed order-
ing the killing of Muslims. . . . 

Richard Dicker, director of Human 
Rights Watch’s International Justice 
Program, said, ‘‘Radovan Karadzic per-
sonified impunity for more than a dec-
ade, but his efforts to run the clock on 
justice have failed.’’ ‘‘This arrest offers 
hope to the victims of the horrific 
crimes that occurred here. We welcome 
this long-overdue arrest and look for-
ward to his fair trial in The Hague.’’ 

I commend the Serbian Government 
for the resolve it has demonstrated in 
arresting Mr. Karadzic. I think it is 
vital that Mr. Karadzic be transferred 
to The Hague in due course, and that 
the search for Republika Srpska mili-
tary commander General Ratko Mladic 
continue. It is vital that the inter-
national community, including the 
United States, continue to support ef-
forts to bring justice for these crimes, 
not just in The Hague, but also at the 
local level in Bosnia, where lack of re-
sources and other obstacles mean that 
many victims continue to wait for jus-
tice for the crimes committed against 
them. To that end, local war crimes 

trials for thousands of other suspected 
perpetrators from the Bosnia atrocities 
must receive support to overcome the 
challenges they face in order to seal 
any remaining impunity gaps in Bos-
nia. 

To echo a statement I made on the 
Senate floor on February 11, 1998, it is 
my sense that if the war crimes tri-
bunal at The Hague is successful, if we 
can bring the rule of law into the inter-
national arena, we may have the most 
important institutional change in 
international relations of the past cen-
tury. 
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ADVANCING AMERICA’S 
PRIORITIES ACT 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. Presdient, earlier 
this week, I joined the majority leader 
in the introduction of S. 3297, the Ad-
vancing America’s Priorities Act. The 
majority leader selected 35 legislative 
items from the jurisdiction of seven 
Senate committees, including eight 
bills from that of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, for this effort. These are 
all measures with bipartisan support 
and, we believe, the support of a strong 
bipartisan majority of the Senate. I 
have moved several through the Judici-
ary Committee, and several have al-
ready passed the House. All have the 
support of all Democratic Senators, 
and all were cleared for unanimous 
Senate passage, but each has been 
stalled on the Senate floor by Repub-
lican objection. 

One key bill included in this package 
is the Emmett Till Unsolved Civil 
Rights Crime Act. I thank Senator 
DODD and Congressman LEWIS for their 
tireless work on this bill over the last 
4 years. It will strengthen the ability 
of the Federal Government to inves-
tigate and prosecute unsolved murders 
from the civil rights era. It would cre-
ate new cold case units in the Justice 
Department and FBI dedicated to in-
vestigating and prosecuting unsolved 
cases involving violations of criminal 
civil rights statutes which resulted in 
death and occurred before January 1, 
1970. The Senate legislation was intro-
duced on February 8, 2007. I was proud 
to cosponsor Senator DODD’s bill. The 
Judiciary Committee reported it by 
unanimous consent as amended on 
June 20, 2007, more than a year ago. 
The House legislation passed the House 
on June 20, 2007, more than a year ago, 
by a vote of 422 to 2. Its Republican co-
sponsors include Senator COCHRAN, 
Senator HATCH, Senator ALEXANDER, 
and Senator CORNYN. 

Yesterday I had the privilege of 
meeting Emmett Till’s cousin, Simeon 
Wright, who was with him that terrible 
night. The brutal killing of Emmett 
Till galvanized this Nation. I want to 
acknowledge Mr. Wright’s courage and 
his commitment to fight for justice for 
all these years. 

The primary purpose of the Till bill 
is to track down those whose violent 

acts during a period of national tur-
moil remain unpunished. By passing 
this legislation, we honor Emmett Till 
and all those who sacrificed their lives 
advancing civil rights. It is disgraceful 
that it has taken us so long to take 
this basic step to pursue justice too 
long delayed. It is incredible to me 
that some continue to obstruct these 
efforts. It reminds me of those who so 
adamantly opposed a national holiday 
to recognize the contributions of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and the 
progress this country has made toward 
equal justice. 

Another important piece of legisla-
tion in this bill is the reauthorization 
of the Runaway and Homeless Youth 
Act. Many Vermonters have told me 
how much that act is needed to help 
young people in Vermont and around 
the country. I held a hearing in Rut-
land this year on crime in small cities 
and towns, which emphasized the need 
for programs to help young people in 
difficult circumstances, and held an-
other here in Washington on this meas-
ure before the Judiciary Committee re-
ported it in April. The companion 
House bill passed in June. 

In addition, the eight Judiciary Com-
mittee related bills include several 
concerning child pornography, exploi-
tation and drugs. The Effective Child 
Pornography Prosecution Act passed 
the House 409 to 0 last November; the 
Enhancing the Effective Prosecution of 
Child Pornography provision passed 
the House 416 to 0 last November; the 
PROTECT Our Children Act passed the 
House 415 to 2 last November; the Drug 
Endangered Children Act passed the 
House last September 389 to 4. All of 
these bills have been cleared by all 
Democratic Senators. 

Thus, the Judiciary Committee com-
ponents in S. 3297 are all measures that 
should have passed the Senate long 
ago. Two of the eight have Republican 
Senators as their lead sponsors. Others 
have Republican cosponsors. 

People are rightly worried about 
keeping their communities safe and 
protecting their children. The Judici-
ary Committee has worked throughout 
this Congress to advance these prior-
ities of Americans. Sadly, these impor-
tant efforts have been obstructed by 
Republican objections. I hope that all 
Senators will join together tomorrow 
to pass S. 3297 without further delay. 

The bill we will consider tomorrow 
contains eight Judiciary Committee- 
related pieces. There were selected 
from many more bills that have been 
reported favorably by the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee and that have passed 
the House. All these bills have the sup-
port of every Democratic Senator, and 
it is Republican objections, usually 
anonymous objections, that are keep-
ing them from passing. 

Let me mention some of the others: 
S. 879, No Oil Producing and Export-

ing Cartels Act of 2007—this bill would 
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