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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Thursday, July 24, 2008 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. TAUSCHER). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
July 24, 2008. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable ELLEN O. 
TAUSCHER to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

Rev. Kelly D. McInerney, Bible Bap-
tist Church, Wilmington, Ohio, offered 
the following prayer: 

Our Father, by Your divine provi-
dence You have blessed the American 
people. You have blessed us with Your 
Spirit, for where the Spirit of the Lord 
is, there is liberty. You have given to 
us the greatest form of government 
that humanity has ever known. Today, 
I pray for the men and women who rep-
resent the legislative branch of that 
government. I pray for them to have 
wisdom as they debate the issues and 
decisions that affect the lives of their 
constituents. I pray for them as they 
consider our men and women in uni-
form who are protecting our freedoms. 
I pray for them to seek Your guidance 
as they seek solutions to the many 
needs our country faces. Ohio’s State 
motto is, ‘‘With God, all things are pos-
sible.’’ May these representatives of 
the people of the United States have 
hope, confidence, and trust in those 
words. May they truly believe that 
with God, all things are possible. Bless 
them this day in the work that You 
have appointed them to do. And we ask 
these things in the name of Your Son, 
and our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from California (Ms. LO-
RETTA SANCHEZ) come forward and lead 
the House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia led the Pledge of Allegiance as 
follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate had passed without 
amendment a bill of the House of the 
following title: 

H.R. 4841. An act to approve, ratify, and 
confirm the settlement agreement entered 
into to resolve claims by the Soboba Band of 
Luiseno Indians relating to alleged inter-
ferences with the water resources of the 
Tribe, to authorize and direct the Secretary 
of the Interior to execute and perform the 
Settlement Agreement and related waivers, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

WELCOMING PASTOR KELLY 
MCINERNEY 

(Mr. TURNER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. TURNER. Madam Speaker, it is 
my pleasure to welcome today our 
guest chaplain, Pastor Kelly 
McInerney, from Wilmington, Ohio, 
and I thank him for leading the House 
in prayer. 

Paster McInerney has led the con-
gregation at Bible Baptist Church in 
Wilmington since its inception in 1995. 
The church began as a mission project 
of the Hillsboro Bible Baptist Church. 
Before the construction of its first fa-
cility in 2001, the congregation met in 
a storefront, a former bank building, 
and a historic theater in the heart of 
downtown Wilmington. The church’s 
membership and attendance have 
grown steadily each year from a group 
of 40 charter members to a congrega-
tion whose average Sunday morning 
attendance currently averages over 
1,000 persons. 

Pastor McInerney is a respected com-
munity leader who is devoted to his 
congregation and his family and his 
faith. He is currently the chaplain for 
the Southwest District of the Ohio 
State Highway Patrol, the Clinton 
County Sheriff’s Office, and the Wil-
mington City Fire Department. As part 
of his service to the first responders of 
our community, Pastor McInerney also 
holds annual Law Enforcement Appre-
ciation Day at his church. The event 
recognizes outstanding members of the 
law enforcement community and pays 

tribute to all the officers who have lost 
their lives in the line of duty in the 
history of Clinton County. 

His family includes his wife Theresa, 
and his sons Kenton and Kaden. It is 
with great pleasure that I welcome 
Pastor McInerney and his family to 
Washington, and I ask my colleagues 
to join me in thanking our guest chap-
lain for his thoughtful and inspira-
tional words. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will remind the House that on 
July 24, 1998, at 3:40 p.m., Officer Jacob 
J. Chestnut and Detective John M. Gib-
son of the United States Capitol Police 
were killed in the line of duty defend-
ing the Capitol against an intruder 
armed with a gun. 

At 3:40 p.m. today, the Chair will rec-
ognize the anniversary of this tragedy 
by observing a moment of silence in 
their memory. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 10 further re-
quests for 1-minute speeches on each 
side of the aisle. 

f 

ON ANNIVERSARY OF CAPITOL 
POLICE DEATHS 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOYER. The Speaker has just 
made an announcement about two of 
those who served our democracy and 
our country and who served this Cap-
itol. Every morning when I come into 
work, I pass by a plaque honoring De-
tective John Gibson and Officer Jacob 
Chestnut on the spot where they were 
murdered 10 years ago this very day. 

It’s a quiet hallway now. Down the 
hall you can hear the sounds of visitors 
to the Capitol; a few feet away the 
work of the majority leader’s office 
goes on every day. John Gibson lost his 
life in the hallway that is in my office 
that was then the office of the major-
ity leader Tom DeLay. What a shock to 
think that that hallway could be filled 
with gunshots and blood, to know that 
our Capitol, the most sacred space in 
our democracy, could be filled with vi-
olence. But what a saving grace to 
know that every day we are surrounded 
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by brave men and women who will 
stand in the way of violence even at 
the cost of their own lives. 

Detective Gibson and Officer Chest-
nut died in the defense of our democ-
racy just as surely as those in harm’s 
way in Iraq and Afghanistan and in 
other trouble spots of the world. 

Detective Gibson and Officer Chest-
nut deserve every tribute they’ve been 
given: Lying in honor under the Cap-
itol dome; yesterday’s words dedicated 
to their memory; today’s moment of si-
lence at 3:40. But we know that what 
they did, every member of the Capitol 
Police and every law enforcement offi-
cer throughout our land stands ready 
to do as they rise in the morning and 
put on a badge, either on their uniform 
or in their wallet or on their hip, and 
they attach a gun, perhaps, as well, 
prepared to defend and keep the peace. 

We honor Detective Gibson and Offi-
cer Chestnut not because they were 
unique in their sacrifice, which, how-
ever, they were, but because their will-
ingness to sacrifice was so typical, typ-
ical of all of the best in those who wear 
the badge. 

Edmund Burke wrote that ‘‘Good 
order is the foundation of all things.’’ 
It is certainly the foundation of every-
thing that happens in this building. 
Without peace and good order, democ-
racy could not survive. 

Let us thank those men and women 
who risk their lives to give us order, 
safety, freedom from fear, and let us 
keep their families in our thoughts 
today and every day. 

God blesses America with men and 
women ready to defend our freedom, 
our country, and our Capitol. Without 
them, the work of this Capitol and the 
work of our democracy would not pre-
vail. We thank their families, we re-
member them this day, and may God 
grant them continued peace. 

f 

DRILL ON THE ANWR SPECK 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, as our 
‘‘Drill Nothing’’ Congress continues to 
ignore viable energy options such as 
drilling in ANWR, I thought a chart 
would best illustrate where these drill-
ing locations are. 

Madam Speaker, this is Alaska, this 
is ANWR, and this little bitty red 
speck is where the proposed drilling in 
ANWR is to be. It takes glasses to see 
it because it’s only 3 square miles. To 
put it in perspective, the Houston 
Intercontinental Airport is five times 
the size of this speck. Disney World is 
15 times the size of this speck, and the 
King Ranch in Texas is 500 times this 
proposed drilling location. 

Madam Speaker, it’s time for Con-
gress to stop using the distortions of 
the elites in the environmental fear 
lobby as an excuse not to take care of 

ourselves. America needs to take care 
of Americans and not be held hostage 
by OPEC and handcuffed by the Drill 
Nothing Congress. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

PASSAGE OF THE HOUSING BILL 

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, I come to the 
floor to acknowledge the bipartisan 
work of this Congress and the Bush ad-
ministration on the housing bill that 
the House passed yesterday. This legis-
lation is in the best interests of the 
American people, and it was the prod-
uct of honest negotiation and com-
promise between the administration 
and this Congress. 

At the beginning of the 110th Con-
gress, I had hoped that this type of 
work between the legislative and the 
executive branches would take place 
regularly. Unfortunately, it has been a 
rare occurrence. I’m optimistic that 
the next administration will be pre-
pared to put forth ideas and to work 
collaboratively with the Congress in-
stead of resorting to tired rhetoric and 
dragging their feet on policies that are 
supported by Americans. 

I’m glad that we had a positive 
breakthrough and bipartisan negotia-
tions with this important housing bill. 
It will provide needed assistance to 
homeowners, to communities, and 
Main streets across the Nation. And I 
look forward to the Senate’s swift pas-
sage of this legislation to enhance the 
economic future of the United States. 

f 

PUT ALL ENERGY OPTIONS ON 
THE TABLE 

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WALBERG. Madam Speaker, ear-
lier this week I had the opportunity to 
meet with patients at the Jackson Di-
alysis Center in Jackson, Michigan, 
and discuss transportation issues. I 
heard from patient after patient about 
how high gas prices are negatively af-
fecting their lives and their health. 

I also visited the American Red Cross 
branch in Jackson and learned that 
service volunteers, men and women 
who help fire and accident victims, are 
now using their own money to pay for 
gasoline because the Red Cross cannot 
afford to reimburse. 

I heard about situations in my dis-
trict and across the Nation like this, 
yet Congress continues to do nothing. 
High gas prices demand action from 
Congress and we need to put all energy 
options on the table. Just as with the 
Manhattan Project and the race to the 
Moon, breaking our dependence on for-
eign oil should be a national priority. 

Americans are being stretched to the 
max, and it is time their elected rep-
resentatives act on their behalf. 

I urge my colleagues to sign on to my 
discharge petition to bring the No 
More Excuses Energy Act to a vote. So 
I say to my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle, Madam Speaker, let’s join to-
gether and vote to immediately in-
crease American energy production, 
bring down the price of gas and make 
American energy independent. 

f 

THE MIDDLE CLASS IS GETTING 
SQUEEZED 

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, yes-
terday the Wall Street Journal re-
ported that the richest 1 percent are 
doing better than ever under President 
Bush. According to the Wall Street 
Journal, the income of the richest 1 
percent, people who earn above $1 mil-
lion, are at a 19-year high. At the same 
time, their average income tax rate is 
at an 18-year low. And if they’re doing 
so well, simple question, how are the 
other 99 percent doing? 

Median household income has 
dropped $1,200 under George Bush and 
the Republican Congress. Household 
expenses are up $4,600. College costs 
have doubled. Health care costs have 
doubled. Gas prices have more than 
doubled, and yet median income has 
dropped by $1,200. These are sobering 
statistics. The middle class is simply 
getting squeezed in this country. 

After 71⁄2 years of the administration 
policies, it’s not a surprise 99 percent 
are getting hurt and the top 1 percent 
are doing better than ever. And now 
JOHN MCCAIN is offering an economic 
plan to cut taxes to this top 1 percent 
by $127,000. 

It is time for a new direction. 
f 

b 1015 

EXELON 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, Exelon, 
an energy company which provides 
electricity to my district in Pennsyl-
vania, recently announced a voluntary 
goal of reducing, offsetting, or dis-
placing more than 15 million metric 
tons of greenhouse gas emissions per 
year by 2020. This is more than the 
company’s current annual carbon emis-
sion total and is equivalent to taking 
nearly 3 million cars off American 
roads and highways. 

The campaign, called Exelon 2020, 
will pursue three broad strategies: 
first, reduce or offset Exelon’s carbon 
emissions by reducing energy consump-
tion and operating to the highest envi-
ronmental standards; secondly, help 
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