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REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 

AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 4789 

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to remove my name as a 
cosponsor of H.R. 4789. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 
f 

APPOINTMENT OF INDIVIDUALS 
TO GOVERNING BOARD OF THE 
OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL 
ETHICS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ELLSWORTH). Pursuant to section 1(b) 
of House Resolution 895, 110th Con-
gress, and the order of the House of 
January 4, 2007, the Chair announces 
the appointment of the following indi-
viduals to serve as the Governing 
Board of the Office of Congressional 
Ethics: Nominated by the Speaker with 
the concurrence of the Minority Lead-
er: 

Mr. David Skaggs, Colorado, Chair-
man 

Mrs. Yvonne Brathwaite Burke, Cali-
fornia, subject to section 1(b)(6)(B) 

Ms. Karan English, Arizona, subject 
to section 1(b)(6)(B) 

Mr. Abner Mikva, Illinois, Alternate 
Nominated by the Minority Leader 
with the concurrence of the Speaker: 

Mr. Porter J. Goss, Florida, Cochair-
man 

Mr. James M. Eagen, III, Colorado, 
subject to section 1(b)(6)(B) 

Ms. Allison R. Hayward, Virginia, 
subject to section 1(b)(6)(B) 

Mr. Bill Frenzel, Virginia, Alternate 
f 

b 1900 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

(Mr. BLUNT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
my friend from Maryland, the majority 
leader, to tell us about next week’s 
schedule. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank my friend, the 
Republican whip. 

On Monday, the House will meet in 
pro forma session at 11 a.m. On Tues-
day, the House will meet at 10:30 a.m. 
for morning hour and 12 p.m. for legis-
lative business with votes postponed 
until 6:30 p.m. On Wednesday and 
Thursday, the House will meet at 10 
a.m. for legislative business. On Fri-
day, the House will meet at 9 a.m. for 
legislative business. 

We will consider several bills under 
suspension of the rules. The complete 
list of suspension bills will be an-
nounced by the close of business to-
morrow, as is the custom. 

I tell the Members that we will also 
consider the Military Construction and 
Veterans Affairs fiscal 2009 appropria-
tions bill; H.R. 1338 the Paycheck Fair-

ness Act; additional energy legislation; 
and any conference report available, 
possibly including the Higher Edu-
cation conference report, the Amtrak 
conference report and the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission conference 
report. 

Mr. BLUNT. I thank my friend for 
the information. 

On the first bill under a rule, the 
Military Construction and Veterans Af-
fairs appropriations bill, will that be 
an open rule? 

Mr. HOYER. We expect it to be an 
open rule, but we do expect to ask that 
amendments be prefiled so that Mem-
bers will have notice of amendments. 

Mr. BLUNT. I thank my friend for 
that. 

In the past, we’ve had in previous 
Congresses an open rule on these ap-
propriations bills. I don’t recall a pre-
filing requirement, though I’m sure we 
will talk about that in the Rules Com-
mittee. In appropriations, whatever the 
amendment is has to be paid for out of 
the bill so it has always been felt that 
that provides its own level of con-
straint. We would certainly argue for 
that kind of open rule. 

I would yield. 
Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 

for yielding. 
Our thought is that both sides should 

have notice of what amendments are 
going to be considered, that all Mem-
bers have notice of what is going to be 
considered. Obviously, there is no con-
straint on what amendment somebody 
might want to offer, but we believe 
that it would be helpful if Members had 
notice of what the substance of the 
amendments are so they can, if they 
want to support it, support it on the 
floor, if they want to oppose it, have 
the opportunity to come here and do 
so. But I think it will be our intention 
to ask that there be a notice require-
ment without restriction on the 
amendments that are asked but simply 
to give notice as to what the amend-
ments are going to be. 

Mr. BLUNT. I thank you for that in-
formation. 

This will be the first appropriations 
bill on the floor this year. Do you an-
ticipate other bills in September? 

I would yield. 
Mr. HOYER. Thank you for yielding. 
I would certainly anticipate more ap-

propriations legislation coming to the 
floor in September, yes. 

Mr. BLUNT. On that topic of Sep-
tember, since at the end of next week 
we wouldn’t have a chance to talk 
about the upcoming schedule, does the 
gentleman have a sense of some of the 
priority legislation that we might con-
sider in September? 

Mr. HOYER. We have a number of 
pieces of legislation that are obviously 
pending. First of all, we are very hope-
ful that we will pass the extenders leg-
islation which we sent to the Senate 
some, actually months ago, a couple of 

months ago, I think, which, as you 
know, ensures tax credits for alter-
native energy. Wind is particularly im-
portant. Boone Pickens was here, as 
you know, on the Hill talking to both 
Democrats and Republicans, the impor-
tance of that. Others have talked about 
that as well. As you know, they’re try-
ing to dispose of some of the ‘‘Coburn 
holds’’ as we call them. Some of those 
may be back. Obviously we will have to 
consider a funding resolution for gov-
ernment after we leave. My expecta-
tion is that will be a point of business. 
We’re also talking about obviously, as 
you have read in the paper, and as I 
think, I’m not sure you and I have 
talked about a jobs bill and some con-
tinuing economic assistance to make 
sure our economy hopefully grows and 
does not certainly fall any deeper into 
recession. Those are some of the pieces 
of legislation. 

I have mentioned some of the things 
that we hope to get from conference 
next week, mental health parity being 
one of those, higher education, the con-
sumer products safety. Hopefully many 
of those may be dealt with next week. 
But if they were not, it is my expecta-
tion we would do those in September as 
well. 

So those are some of the major 
things that I foresee for September. 
What we will have done next week ob-
viously won’t be on September, but if 
we haven’t done them we will try to 
get them done in September. 

Mr. BLUNT. On the extenders pack-
age, I’m hopeful we see that bill back 
here because it is one of the things we 
could do that would have energy im-
pact. And I hope we could even con-
sider whatever is the maximum time 
that we would be able to do there is 
what we should do. 

On energy generally, yesterday, Mr. 
BOEHNER from Ohio and I, Mr. CANTOR, 
Mr. PUTNAM and others introduced a 
bill, the American Energy Act. It’s a 
bill that is broad based and designed to 
promote American energy, conserva-
tion and invest in the future. Is there 
any opportunity for that act or other 
acts that we’ve had discharge petitions 
on, other bills, coming to the floor? 
And if not, what kind of energy legisla-
tion do you anticipate? 

Mr. HOYER. As you know, we have 
considered a number of pieces of legis-
lation which we were hopeful would 
move us in the direction of, A, pro-
ducing more domestic energy through 
encouraging further drilling in those 
leaseholds already available, approxi-
mately 88 million acres that are cur-
rently available. We considered the 
Consumer Energy Supply Act today. 
Unfortunately, that didn’t get suffi-
cient votes. It got a lot of votes. It got 
a significant majority of the House. It 
did not get the two-thirds so we could 
move it to the Senate. We considered 
the DRILL Act which also received a 
majority of the votes which provided 
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