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and prayers on the people of New 
Hampshire tonight. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous 
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes 
each. 

f 

OUR ROLE AS THE WORLD’S 
INDISPENSABLE NATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. SKELTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, tonight 
I rise to continue my series of discus-
sions about the future of American 
grand strategy. Last week I suggested 
that we strive to remain and even bol-
ster our role as the world’s indispen-
sable nation, and that should guide our 
thinking as we consider the impera-
tives that define our national interest. 

Indispensable nation is a term with 
significant potential for misunder-
standing, particularly in this time 
when our global credibility has ebbed. 
We must be careful how we explain our 
intent. Most importantly, we must en-
sure that our actions meet our words. 

Just as a person cannot demand re-
spect, only earn it, so it is for nations 
too. So we should define indispensable 
to mean that we inspire by our stand-
ards, not coerce, with our demands. We 
should strive to be indispensable, not 
because our wrath is feared, but be-
cause our strength is valued. 

The point is, it’s a fine one but essen-
tial nonetheless that our role as the 
world’s indispensable nation cannot 
come by internal proclamation, but 
rather by external validation. 

The engines of our claim to leader-
ship in the future are the engines that 
made this country great in the first 
place, our robust economy that pro-
vides opportunity while connecting us 
with the rest of the world in productive 
partnerships and in our unceasing pur-
suit of what is right, fair and just, even 
when we fall short of those ideals. To 
the extent we veered off course in those 
areas, whether because of crippling en-
ergy dependence, unprecedented levels 
of foreign debt, our departure from 
sound constitutional practices, or even 
when and how we marshal our forces 
for war, we must refocus internally to 
address those challenges and master 
them once again. 

If we redouble our efforts, we can re-
capture the international prestige that 
more than anything else translates our 
unmatched power into the ability to 
alter the course of world events. As 
part of this course correction, we must 
recall the essential truths about war 
and international relations that were 
stated so well by Clausewitz and Sun 

Tzu. I mentioned several of these to 
our current president in 2002, but we 
lost sight of these truths in Iraq. 

As we do that, there is no reason why 
we cannot gain the confidence to un-
derstand that the term ‘‘challenge,’’ 
even in the international context, need 
not always have an adversarial mean-
ing. In our daily life we are challenged 
by those around us, and we come out 
the better for it. 

We are challenged by our professors 
to be better students. We are chal-
lenged by our coaches to be better ath-
letes. We are challenged by our clergy 
to be better people. We are challenged 
by our spouses to be better partners. 

All of these relationships help refine 
us, and, in so doing, enrich our lives so 
that all benefit. We might regard many 
of our international challenges in 
much the same way. In the free mar-
ketplace of ideas, are those ideas that 
the United States exemplifies clearly 
superior? Do we remain the guarantor 
of liberty and the natural ally against 
tyranny? Do we provide the best eco-
nomic and social opportunities for all 
people with whom we interact? 

We need not see that as solely an ex-
ternal challenge. It’s also a challenge 
within ourselves, and we should not 
miss the opportunity to refine the good 
things about America so that we re-
main the obvious, the indispensable 
choice for a continued global leader-
ship role. 

f 

SOLVE THE ENERGY CRISIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, another week has gone by, and we 
have taken no action whatsoever, no 
action whatsoever to solve the energy 
crisis. I listened to the majority leader 
during the 1-minute talking about 
what’s going on next week as far as 
legislative action is concerned, and he 
said that even if there were more oil 
leases available, he said there are no 
drills available. 

Well, if there are no drills available 
and the oil companies feel that there is 
oil down there, they are going to make 
drills that would be available. The 
problem is on the oil leases that are 
available right now, the oil companies 
aren’t finding sufficient oil to be able 
to put up a $2 billion oil platform to 
drill, and we are only using 3 percent of 
our Outer Continental Shelf for drilling 
purposes and for these leases. 

If we make more of the continental 
shelf available these oil companies are 
going to get out there, they are going 
to get these oil leases, and they will 
find oil. Geologically they will survey 
it. They will find oil, and they will 
drill. They will find the drilling capac-
ity, they will find the drilling equip-
ment, they will build the $2 billion 

platforms, and they will drill. But they 
will have to make sure it’s economi-
cally feasible, or they won’t do that. 

You know, if we have more produc-
tion, we are going to have lower gas 
prices, there is just no question about 
that. Every week that we go out of 
here like today, we are ending another 
week, we are going home, we haven’t 
done anything to increase the supply 
which will lead to lower gas prices and 
lower energy prices. 

I listened to the hyperbole during 
these talks on the floor. I listened to 
everybody giving reasons why we are 
not doing this or why we are not doing 
that, and the fact of the matter is we 
are not doing anything, and the Amer-
ican people are still suffering. They are 
spending $70, $80, $90 just to fill their 
gas tanks. They don’t know what they 
are going to do. They can’t get to 
work, they can’t take their kids to 
school. It’s affecting everything that 
we buy, our clothes, our food, every-
thing. 

As a result, we are facing not only 
energy problems, we are facing an eco-
nomic problem, an inflationary prob-
lem. We are not doing a darn thing 
about it. 

We need to drill wherever we can to 
find oil, in the ANWR, if necessary, off 
the continental shelf. We need to open 
up the other 97 percent of the conti-
nental shelf to drilling. If we do that I 
guarantee you, I guarantee there will 
be leases, and the oil companies will 
find the platforms necessary and the 
drilling equipment necessary to drill 
for that oil. If they can make money 
doing it, they are going to do it. 

The leases they have right now, if 
they are not going to find oil down 
there, it’s not sufficient, they are not 
going to put a $2 billion platform down 
there and drill for that oil. That’s why 
we need to open up more of these areas 
of the continental shelf for drilling. 

Remember, and I hope the American 
people listen to this, 97 percent of the 
continental shelf is not being explored 
or even allowed to be explored. That’s 
terrible. We know we need energy, and 
we are sending $700 billion to the 
Saudis, to South America and other 
countries when we had that energy 
right here in America. 

Somebody said, well, it will take 10 
years to get that oil to market if we 
drill for it. Well, I don’t think it will 
take that long, but let’s say it does. We 
need to get started sometime, and we 
were going to start in the 1970s, and we 
didn’t do anything. We are in a worse 
situation today than when we had the 
oil embargo. 

We need to start. We need to move 
toward energy independence. 

I will submit to you that before the 
end of this session, before September 
30, we have an opportunity to end the 
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