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It is past time to pursue a strategy of 

having legislative failure as a way to-
ward political victory. It is fundamen-
tally wrong to have a strategy of say-
ing no so this body cannot move for-
ward on the critical issues Americans 
face, so that then you can blame the 
majority party in this body, even 
though the rules permit the minority 
to stop the majority from moving for-
ward, and most Americans have been 
taught there is the fundamental lesson 
of majority rule. In the Senate, be-
cause of its procedures, when a single 
minority Member, or a group of minor-
ity Members, don’t want to allow us to 
move forward, they threaten filibusters 
and/or invoke them, and 60 votes are 
needed. Since the majority has only 51 
votes here of Democrats, we need Re-
publicans to join us. When they fail to 
do that, the Nation’s business doesn’t 
move forward. That is a great strategy 
for a political exercise, if you think 
that exercise is going to bring you vic-
tory in November, by saying this body 
in the Congress cannot proceed on the 
critical issues that face Americans, but 
it is a horrid exercise as it relates to 
the Nation’s major challenges. 

Fortunately, we have been able to 
break through this several times. We 
say we want to protect and honor the 
men and women who serve the country 
in uniform. It was because of Demo-
crats leading, with Senators WEBB, 
LAUTENBERG, and others to move that 
GI bill. Even though the President 
said: No way, too expensive, and it is a 
fraction of the cost of 1 month in Iraq, 
he said he was going to veto it. We 
said: No way, we are going to honor the 
men and women who honor the uniform 
and take care of them when they come 
back. That is how a grateful nation 
honors those who serve. Because of our 
persistence and communicating with 
the American people, today he signed 
into law the greatest GI bill invest-
ment since the first one—a major ac-
complishment. 

Tomorrow we will pass this housing 
bill over the objections of the Presi-
dent, who said, ‘‘I am not going to sign 
it’’—a major commitment to our econ-
omy, to restoring the American dream 
in terms of home ownership, and mak-
ing sure we move in a different direc-
tion. It is time to say yes to the Amer-
ican people, and stop filibustering. It is 
time to stop using the powers of the 
minority in an abusive way. I respect 
the powers of the minority, but not to 
be used in an abusive way that under-
mines the fundamental principle of ma-
jority rule. 

The people of the United States 
elected a new majority a year and a 
half ago to move the country in a dif-
ferent direction. The fact that the mi-
nority wants to simply show that, in 
fact, the Congress cannot move in that 
direction as a tool of political expedi-
ency and a tool of political success is 
totally inappropriate and, most impor-

tant, damaging to the Nation’s inter-
est. I hope that starting tomorrow, 
when we consider the critical issues on 
housing and LIHEAP, to keep people in 
their homes, and to warm those homes, 
we can move forward in a way that 
speaks to the true values of our Nation 
and the integrity of this institution. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
f 

REMEMBERING JOHN Y. SIMON 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, in 1887, 2 
years after the death of Ulysses S. 
Grant, William Tecumseh Sherman 
wrote in a letter to his old Army Chief 
of Staff, ‘‘Grant’s whole character was 
a mystery, even to himself.’’ 

Today, more than 120 years later, the 
world has a far better understanding of 
Ulysses Grant than did General Sher-
man, or maybe even General Grant 
himself. And for that, we are indebted 
to one man more than any other. 

John Y. Simon, a leading Civil War 
scholar and the preeminent authority 
on Ulysses Grant, died on July 8 in 
Carbondale, IL. Mr. Simon, an award- 
winning historian, spent more than 
four decades at Southern Illinois Uni-
versity, where he taught courses on the 
Civil War, Reconstruction and the his-
tory of Illinois. He also served as exec-
utive director of the Ulysses S. Grant 
Association, based at SIU, since 1962. 

But his passion and his true vocation 
was the Ulysses Grant papers project. 
Mr. Simon collected, edited, and orga-
nized hundreds of thousands of docu-
ments connected with America’s 18th 
President—then assembled them to 
form a vast and astounding collection, 
which he called the ‘‘Papers of Ulysses 
S. Grant.’’ 

He began the Grant papers project in 
1962 and was close to completing it 
when he died. The 31st and final vol-
ume of the collection is in its final 
stages. The entire collection is pub-
lished by Southern Illinois University 
Press. 

Harriet Simon, Mr. Simon’s wife of 51 
years, told the New York Times that 
working on the Grant papers consumed 
her husband. 

‘‘It was daily,’’ she said. ‘‘It was 
weekends and it was most holidays. 
Some holidays, not all day.’’ 

John Younker Simon was born in 
Highland Park, IL, in 1933. He grad-
uated from Swarthmore College and re-
ceived an M.A. and a Ph.D., both in his-
tory, from Harvard, where he met his 
future wife. He taught at Ohio State 
before finding his place at S.I.U. in 
1964. 

Just as President Grant’s own auto-
biography raised the standard for Pres-
idential memoirs, Mr. Simon’s work 
raised the standard for Presidential pa-
pers collections. 

Harold Holzer is senior vice president 
of the Metropolitan Museum of Art in 
New York. He is also a renowned Lin-
coln scholar and a cochairman, along 

with Representative RAY LAHOOD and 
me, of the Abraham Lincoln Bicenten-
nial Committee. As he told the New 
York Times, Mr. Simon approached his 
work on the Grant papers as a biog-
rapher rather than simply a cataloger. 

Mr. Holzer said: 
He changed the whole ethos of presidential 

papers. He matched incoming correspond-
ence with outgoing, so researchers would 
have a complete episode. He included edi-
torial commentary that was more substan-
tial than footnotes. He wrote introductions 
to each volume. . . . He is the father of this 
whole discipline. 

In 2004, Mr. Simon received a Lincoln 
Prize for outstanding achievement for 
the Grant papers. The awards jury 
wrote, ‘‘It is inconceivable that any 
historian would write on the Civil War 
without having these volumes at 
hand.’’ 

In 2005, John Simon was honored 
with a lifetime achievement award 
from the Lincoln Forum. Frank J. Wil-
liams, chairman of the Lincoln Forum 
and president of the Ulysses S. Grant 
Association, praised him as ‘‘a brilliant 
scholar, a dazzling writer and an origi-
nal, irreplaceable personality [who] has 
enriched the world of Civil War studies 
and enriched the lives of those who 
know him.’’ 

Upon receiving the Lincoln Prize, Mr. 
Simon said of his life’s work: 

I have enjoyed it. It has been an oppor-
tunity for me to spend time with a spectac-
ular figure in American history. Grant was a 
complex character—an unmilitary soldier, 
an unpolitical president and an unliterary 
author. 

And Ulysses Grant was often mis-
understood. 

Alexander Stephens, the Vice Presi-
dent of the Confederacy, met General 
Grant toward the end of the Civil War. 
Years later, he wrote of their meeting: 

We all form our preconceived ideas of men 
of whom we have heard a great deal . . . but 
I was never so completely surprised in all my 
life as when I met him and found him a dif-
ferent person, so entirely different from my 
idea of him. . . . He is one of the most re-
markable men I have ever met. 

He was an unlikely war hero. At the 
start of the Civil War, Grant was sev-
eral years out of the Army and utterly 
broke. At one point, he had been re-
duced to selling firewood on the street 
in St. Louis. 

But the cause of preserving the 
Union gave Grant a new purpose. He re-
entered the military in 1861, and rose 
quickly through the ranks, thanks to 
his fearlessness and brilliance as a 
military commander. 

In 1864, he was promoted to the rank 
of Lieutenant General of the Armed 
Forces, a position only ever held by 
George Washington, and given overall 
command of all Union Forces. 

The following year, he accepted the 
surrender of the Army of Northern Vir-
ginia from General Robert E. Lee at 
Appomattox Courthouse. His generous 
terms of surrender and his magna-
nimity stunned Lee and his men and 
helped a bloodied nation begin to heal. 
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As President during the Reconstruc-

tion era, Grant’s policies moved Amer-
ica further toward reconciliation. 

Near the end of his life, broke again 
after being swindled in a business ven-
ture and in constant pain from throat 
cancer, Grant agreed to write his mem-
oirs to earn money for his family. He 
wrote feverishly, racing against death, 
and died 5 days after putting down his 
pen. 

His friend, Mark Twain, called ‘‘The 
Personal Memoirs of Ulysses S. Grant’’ 
‘‘a great, unique and unapproachable 
literary masterpiece.’’ It is widely re-
garded as the finest U.S. Presidential 
memoir ever written. 

Understanding the real Grant and 
helping others to understand this piv-
otal figure in our history was John Si-
mon’s life’s work, and he did it with 
uncommon distinction. 

In addition to the Grant papers, he 
wrote and edited a number of other 
books dealing with Grant, Lincoln and 
the Civil War and produced hundreds of 
journal articles. Along with the Lin-
coln Prize and the Lincoln Forum 
award, he received an Award of Merit 
from the Illinois State Historical Soci-
ety and many other honors. 

After the Union victory at Vicks-
burg, President Lincoln wrote to Gen-
eral Grant: 

My Dear General: I write this now as a 
grateful acknowledgement for the almost in-
estimable service you have done the country. 

By spending his entire career to give 
us a clearer picture of ‘‘The Hero of Ap-
pomattox,’’ John Y. Simon also per-
formed a great service for our country. 
He brought honor to my State and a 
deeper understanding to us all. I offer 
my sincere condolences to his wife Har-
riet, his daughter Ellen, his grand-
children, friends and colleagues, and 
the many students he inspired. 

f 

REMEMBERING SENATOR JESSE 
HELMS 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I rise to 
speak today about former Senator 
Jesse Helms, who passed away on July 
4, 2008, at the age of 86. I knew Senator 
Helms well, and I am sure I am joined 
by many of my colleagues in saying 
that he will be missed. 

Senator Helms was born in Monroe, 
NC, in 1921. His first full-time job was 
as a sportswriter for the Raleigh 
Times. After serving as a recruiter for 
the U.S. Navy during World War II, 
Senator Helms became the city news 
editor for the Times before moving on 
to do journalistic work in both radio 
and television. In 1960, he began work-
ing at the Capitol Broadcasting Com-
pany in Raleigh as the executive vice 
president, vice chairman of the board, 
and assistant CEO. He became famous 
in his home State for his daily CBC edi-
torials, which featured his now-famous 
southern anecdotes occasionally laced 
with his sometimes provocative polit-
ical views. 

Prior to coming to the Senate, Sen-
ator Helms’ only political experience 
consisted of two terms on the Raleigh 
City Council. However, in 1972, Senator 
Helms became the first Republican 
Senator elected from North Carolina in 
the 20th century, replacing the retiring 
Senator B. Everett Jordan. 

During his three-decade tenure in the 
Senate, Jesse became known as one of 
the Chamber’s staunchest conserv-
atives. His refusal to compromise on 
his beliefs was the source of both his 
greatest strength as a legislator and, 
as I am sure some would argue, his 
greatest weakness. Indeed, I don’t 
think there are any of us who served 
alongside Senator Helms who did not, 
at one time or another, find themselves 
in a disagreement with him. 

However, while I didn’t always agree 
with Jesse, I do have a number of fond 
personal memories of him. 

For example, when I first came to the 
Senate in 1977, Senator Helms was 
nearing the end of his first term. About 
3 months into that first session, still 
becoming acclimated to life in the Sen-
ate, I took a few moments to write 
down some of my early impressions of 
my fellow Senators. About Jesse, I 
wrote that he was ‘‘one of the dearest 
people in the Senate,’’ and that he had 
always treated me with kindness and 
respect. I also noticed that, despite 
having a reputation for being an 
unmovable conservative, he had a 
knowledge of parliamentary procedure 
and tactics that was virtually un-
matched. 

A couple years later, I witnessed this 
knowledge first-hand when Senator 
Helms and I found ourselves on the 
same side of the debate over what was 
being called a ‘‘labor reform’’ bill. 
Sadly, as I was working with a number 
of my colleagues to sustain a filibuster 
against this unabashedly radically lib-
eral pro-union legislation, our friend 
Senator James Allen passed away. 
While we were all saddened by the loss 
of our dear friend, at the back of our 
minds we were worried that, without 
Senator Allen’s mastery of Senate pro-
cedure, our efforts might fail. However, 
Senator Helms stepped up and provided 
much needed insight, helping us to 
block this harmful legislation. At one 
point during this debate, while many of 
us were worried about the strength of 
the filibuster, Senator Helms assured 
us, saying that we would keep the nec-
essary Senators on the floor ‘‘if they 
have to wear their pajamas and bed-
room slippers.’’ 

I believe we were all surprised during 
the latter part of Senator Helms’ ten-
ure when he coauthored the landmark 
2002 legislation authorizing funds that 
were, at that time, unparalleled for 
international AIDS relief. Many of his 
colleagues, including myself, had 
sparred with Jesse over providing sup-
port for AIDS relief and research. But, 
in those last few months of his Senate 

career, I believe he showed the world 
that, while he wasn’t always the most 
agreeable of politicians, he was a com-
passionate man who was committed to 
doing what he thought was right. 

Mr. President, I want to extend my 
deepest sympathies to the Helms fam-
ily. As I said, Jesse and I did not al-
ways agree on the issues before the 
Senate, but I can say, without reserva-
tion, that he was a dedicated public 
servant and dear friend to those of us 
who knew him well. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GEN ALEXANDER 
‘‘SANDY’’ PATCH AND THE 65TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF OPERATION 
DRAGOON 

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I say to 
Mayor Bruno, residents of Ramatuelle, 
France, and especially to all the 
French and American veterans gath-
ered for this important event, I am 
honored to lend my voice from afar to 
the chorus of those who celebrate the 
past, present, and future of the ex-
traordinary bond between our two 
great nations. 

At watershed moments in history, 
France and America have always 
looked across the sea to each other in 
friendship and fidelity. 

When the British colonies reached 
their moment of truth, our Founding 
Fathers stood shoulder to shoulder 
with Marquis de Lafayette, Comte de 
Rochambeau, and countless other 
Frenchmen who never made it home. 
Many French were, as we would later 
say, ‘‘present at the creation’’ of the 
United States. And our great experi-
ment, in turn, helped inspire the 
French to not just dream of, but actu-
ally take to the streets and demand, 
‘‘liberty, equality, and brotherhood’’ 
for all of their own people and all of 
mankind. 

So when our military leaders came 
together to liberate France from Nazi 
Germany, we weren’t inventing a new 
story from whole cloth. We were re-
affirming a centuries-old friendship, 
giving new life to the timeless ideals 
we share and the recurrent sense on 
both sides of the ocean that the fates of 
our nations are forever linked. 

GEN Jean de Lattre de Tassigny, 
commander of the French forces in Op-
eration Dragoon, used to tell a power-
ful story about a meeting with his 
American counterpart, GEN Alexander 
‘‘Sandy’’ Patch. Unlike Sandy Patch, 
General de Lattre lived long enough 
after the war to reflect on his experi-
ences. 

When Patch granted him the support 
he needed to take the fight to the 
Nazis, de Lattre wrote that, ‘‘I sud-
denly saw the clear, grave eyes of the 
American commander soften. With hes-
itation that was full of shyness, he 
brought out his pocket-book and from 
it he took a flower with two stems, 
which was beginning to fade. ‘Look,’ he 
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