
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 154, Pt. 1216536 July 25, 2008 
it can now, the Urban League of Greater 
Madison will be able to empower more citi-
zens by relocating to and reclaiming an area 
that is ripe for revitalization. 

An anniversary celebration will be held this 
evening to recognize the achievements and 
legacy of the Urban League in Madison and to 
commence a new chapter in the history of the 
organization. 

For their commitment and service to the 
people of Dane County, I congratulate both 
the National Urban League and the Urban 
League of Greater Madison on this momen-
tous milestone. Thanks to the work they have 
already done and will continue to do, we can 
and will achieve better. 
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TRIBUTE TO CITIZENS AND OFFI-
CIALS IN HAMILTON, BOONE AND 
WEBSTER COUNTIES 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 24, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the collective effort of citizens 
and officials in Hamilton, Boone and Webster 
Counties in rescuing two gentlemen from the 
flooded Boone River in Iowa. 

On Monday, June 9, at 2:45 p.m., Charlie 
Davis noticed two men floating down the 
Boone River. He quickly dialed 911 on his cel-
lular phone and got through to the Hamilton 
County Dispatch Center. He relayed the mes-
sage but got disconnected because he was in 
a limited cellular signal area. When Charlie re-
dialed 911, this time he was connected to the 
Webster County Dispatch Center. As a result, 
Fire and Rescue Departments in Kramer, 
Stratford, Stanhope and Webster City, the 
Boone County Search and Rescue Team, 
Hamilton County Conservation staff, Hamilton 
County Chief Deputy Scott McConnell, First 
Iowa Methodist Medical Center, Mercy AirLife 
helicopters, pilot Ralph Storm, and others 
were all on the scene to help. 

As the two men floated down the river, res-
cue crews set up on the Stagecoach Road 
Bridge waiting for the men to float to them. 
After waiting for a period of time, Ralph Storm 
flew his spray plane up and down the river 
until he spotted them. Once spotted, the 
Boone Rescue Team; Brian Pontius and Dal-
las Wingate, were notified to put their boat in 
the river and then retrieved the brothers from 
the water at 3:50 p.m. 

The diligent team effort of all involved in this 
rescue effort is a testament to the bravery and 
compassion of Iowans; willing to do whatever 
is necessary for a neighbor in need. I com-
mend all those involved for their heroism and 
cooperation. I am honored to represent each 
of them in the United States Congress, and 
wish each of them health and happiness in the 
future. 

THE OSCE PARLIAMENTARY AS-
SEMBLY SESSION IN KAZAKH-
STAN 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 24, 2008 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I hereby submit, for the RECORD, the text of 
my report to you on the activities of the U.S. 
Delegation to the OSCE Parliamentary As-
sembly, held in early July in Astana, 
Kazakhstan. I want to thank you for allowing 
me to serve as the head of this delegation, 
and to express my gratitude to our colleague 
in the other chamber, Senator BEN CARDIN, for 
serving as the deputy head of the delegation. 

I will refrain from repeating here the details 
of our trip, which can be found in the report, 
but I would like to make three brief points. 

First, I want to praise the work of my 10 col-
leagues who participated on the delegation, 
namely Mr. ADERHOLT, Mr. MCINTYRE, Ms. 
SOLIS and Mr. BUTTERFIELD who serve with me 
on the Helsinki Commission, as well as Mr. 
WAMP, Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ, Ms. WATSON, 
Ms. BORDALLO and Ms. MOORE. All were ac-
tive at the meeting, either speaking or intro-
ducing resolutions on issues of concern or 
making amendments to the initiatives of other 
delegations. Our colleague HILDA SOLIS de-
serves special praise for seeking and being 
elected to chair a committee in the OSCE PA 
this coming year, as does GWEN MOORE for 
her many initiatives that kept her busy. 

Second, I want to stress to all my col-
leagues how useful engagement in world af-
fairs is, and the degree to which it advances 
U.S. interests by being out there, ready to dis-
cuss, to debate and ultimately to cooperate in 
making this a better world. In the framework of 
the Organization for Security and Cooperation 
for Europe, or the OSCE as it is often known, 
there is a strong parliamentary dimension that 
allows us to engage our allies and friends in 
Europe and Canada, and including the coun-
tries of the Caucasus and Central Asia. We 
discuss everything from human rights and de-
mocracy, to energy and the environment, to 
regional security and terrorism. I invite my col-
leagues to consider joining me for next year’s 
session of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly 
in Vilnius, Lithuania. 

Third, I want to say a word about 
Kazakhstan, which served as this year’s host. 
Kazakhstan is a large, resource-rich and stra-
tegically located country, and a country that 
wishes to play a stronger role in the OSCE 
and in world affairs generally. The U.S. dele-
gation used its presence in Astana to welcome 
that fact, and to express our willingness to 
work with Kazakhstan to that end. At the same 
time, the Assembly meeting provided an op-
portunity to stress the need for Kazakhstan to 
make greater progress regarding human rights 
and political reforms, in line with its OSCE 
commitments but also with specific promises 
its leaders made when the OSCE designated 
Kazakhstan to chair the organization in 2010. 

The final declaration of the OSCE PA An-
nual Session can be found on the Assembly’s 
website or by contacting the Helsinki Commis-
sion, which I chair. Again, thank you Madam 

Speaker, for giving me the opportunity to lead 
this delegation, which accomplished a great 
deal. 

JULY 21, 2008. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: I write to thank 
you for designating me Head of the U.S. Del-
egation to the Seventeenth Annual Session 
of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Orga-
nization for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope (OSCE PA), and to report to you on the 
work of our bipartisan delegation. The dele-
gation participated fully in the activity of 
the Assembly’s Standing Committee, the 
plenary sessions and the Assembly’s three 
General Committees, 

Joining me in leading the delegation was 
the Helsinki Commission Co-Chairman, Sen-
ator Benjamin L. Cardin. Other Helsinki 
Commissioners who also participated include 
Representatives Robert B. Aderholt, Mike 
McIntyre, Hilda L. Solis and G.K. 
Butterfield. They were joined by Representa-
tives Zach Wamp, Loretta Sanchez, Diane 
Watson, Madeleine Z. Bordallo and Gwen S. 
Moore. 

This year’s Annual Session, hosted by the 
Parliament of Kazakhstan from June 29 to 
July 3, brought together 227 parliamentar-
ians from 50 of the 56 OSCE States. The des-
ignated theme for this year’s gathering was 
‘‘Transparency in the OSCE.’’ 

The Standing Committee, which is the 
leadership body of the Assembly composed of 
the Heads of Delegations representing the 
OSCE participating States and the elected 
officers, met prior to the Annual Session. 
Chaired by the OSCE PA President, Swedish 
parliamentarian Goran Lennmarker, the 
committee heard reports from the Assem-
bly’s Treasurer, German parliamentarian 
Hans Raidel, and from the Secretary Gen-
eral, R. Spencer Oliver of the United States. 
The Assembly continues to operate well 
within its overall budget guidelines and to 
receive positive assessments from auditors 
on financial management. The Standing 
Committee unanimously approved the pro-
posed budget for 2008/2009, which provides for 
increased expenditures of just under seven 
percent to cover inflation and a small in-
crease in secretariat staff. 

The Standing Committee also heard re-
ports from the Special Representatives of 
the OSCE PA on a variety of issues of con-
cern. I presented a summary of my activities 
as Special Representative on Mediterranean 
Affairs, which included a recent Commission 
hearing, a briefing on the plight of Iraqi ref-
ugees and my participation on the congres-
sional visit you led to Israel in May, mark-
ing that country’s 60th anniversary. Simi-
larly, Rep. Solis spoke in her capacity as the 
Special Representative on Migration, high-
lighting recent Commission hearings on 
women migrants and on regional impacts 
and opportunities for migrants. Rep. Chris-
topher H. Smith, the Special Representative 
on Human Trafficking Issues, was unable to 
be present in Astana and asked that his writ-
ten report be circulated to delegations. It 
highlights visits to Bosnia, Romania, Russia 
and Ukraine as well as a recent Commission 
hearing on combating the sexual exploi-
tation of children. Senator Cardin attended 
the Standing Committee in his capacity as 
an OSCE PA Vice President. 

In my capacity as Head of the U.S. Delega-
tion at the Standing Committee, I welcomed 
the decision of the Assembly to hold an 
event in Washington on the upcoming U.S. 
elections immediately following a Sep-
tember meeting of the OSCE PA in Toronto, 
Canada. 
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