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bills, I do not think that is appro-
priate. 

Today, we tried to get the Senate to 
rule the other way, and they did not. 
The Senator’s side prevailed. But only 
three Republicans would join us, and 
now these bills are not likely to be 
passed. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oklahoma. 
Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, I thank 

the Senator from Illinois. I thank him 
for his debating skills and his heartfelt 
positions. 

I guess the first thing I would say is 
the Appropriations Committee spends 
$875 billion every year that is not au-
thorized. The Senator from Illinois 
knows that. 

The second thing I would say is there 
is no ability to amend any of these 
bills in the appropriations process, un-
less you are on the Appropriations 
Committee. So if you are not on the 
subcommittee, you can’t amend it. If 
you are not on the main committee, 
you can’t amend it. 

Last year, we couldn’t amend any-
thing because the omnibus bill came to 
the floor without any ability to amend 
it. So we haven’t had any opportunity 
to amend it. It is whatever the appro-
priators say goes. There is no amend-
ment with that. 

I am not going to get into the debate. 
I am as disgusted with Republican 
spending priorities as the Senator from 
Illinois is. I will correct the record on 
real accounting principles. We had 1 
year, and 1 year only, of a true surplus, 
1999. The rest of the years we didn’t 
have a surplus, if you count what we 
borrowed from Social Security. 

I would not defend any of the spend-
ing of this President or this Congress, 
but I will make it known the President 
cannot spend the first penny until Con-
gress passes the bills. I note that over 
the last 18 months, his party has not 
been in charge. A different party has 
been in charge. The bills that have 
gone to him have been controlled by 
the majority party. 

Look, both of us admit that our chil-
dren are in tall weeds right now if we 
don’t start doing something about our 
fiscal situation. 

The final point I will make is most of 
these bills would take less than an 
hour. Every one of them I have commu-
nicated on and I am happy to see on 
the floor. Give me the right to offer 
one significant amendment and one 
amendment for every billion dollars. I 
will debate it for 15 minutes, have two 
votes, and we will be done with the 
bills. 

Nobody is withholding anybody’s 
right to vote for a bill. The majority 
leader can put any bill he wants on the 
floor at any time, with my agreement 
to never try to dilatate, never try to 
spread it out, to only bring pertinent 
amendments that are germane and do 

that in a very short period of time. He 
knows that. The Senator from Illinois 
has known that. That has been the way 
I work. I don’t play the games of polit-
ical position to spin something. 

My hope is—and I have a great rela-
tionship with the Senator from Illinois. 
I value his friendship. He is not ‘‘just 
my friend,’’ he is a friend. It is not the 
collegial statement of the body, it is 
DICK DURBIN is my friend. My hope is 
that when DICK DURBIN and I can pass 
three significant bills out of our sub-
committee that make a real difference 
in the world of human rights, that if we 
can do that, then certainly the Senate 
can come together on energy and all 
these other bills. My hope is we will do 
that. 

I do not want to delay our staff or 
the Presiding Officer any longer. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to a period for the transaction 
of morning business, with Senators 
permitted to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO VINCENT P. FARRI 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I wish to 
commend Mr. Vincent P. Farri on his 
promotion to Lieutenant with the 
United States Capitol Police. Mr. 
Farri, a native of Maryland, joined the 
Capitol Police on January 31, 1989. 
After initial training at the Federal 
Law Enforcement Training Center he 
worked with the Capitol Division 
Building Patrol, and performed general 
duties until 1993. In 1993, Mr. Farri was 
assigned to the uniform protective de-
tail for the President pro tempore of 
the Senate. I came to know Mr. Farri 
during this time and observed that on 
a daily basis he executed his duties in 
a highly professional, diligent and 
courteous manner. 

In 1998, Mr. Farri served as a senior 
patrol officer in the Capitol Building, 
and occasionally worked as an acting 
sergeant, making rounds and sup-
porting officers at their posts. While 
performing in this capacity, Vincent 
Farri distinguished himself on July 24, 
1998. On that fateful day, an armed as-
sailant entered the Capitol and sud-
denly took the lives of two Capitol Po-
licemen. Officer Farri, hearing shots 
from the floor above, immediately ran 
to the scene where he came upon the 
fallen officers, and assisted in appre-
hending the gunman. All those who 
work in and visit the Capitol owe deep 
gratitude to the police men and women 
who serve and protect us, and we are 
especially grateful for the service ren-
dered by Vincent and the sacrifice of 
his fellow officers on that day. 

In September, 1998, Mr. Farri was 
promoted to the rank of Sergeant and 
worked with the First Responder Unit 
of the Capitol Division for approxi-
mately 10 years. His collateral duties 
included training junior officers and 
serving with the Capitol Police Alert 
Team. In connection with his pro-
motion to Lieutenant, Mr. Farri has 
been assigned to the Capitol Police 
Command Center. In this position, he 
provides guidance to officers in the 
field and serves as a liaison between 
the offices of the Chief of the Capitol 
Police and the Sergeants at Arms of 
the House and the Senate. 

In 1946, during a lecture at the Uni-
versity of Chicago, Senator J. William 
Fulbright stated, ‘‘The legislator is an 
indispensable guardian of our free-
dom.’’ I believe all Senators will agree 
that the U.S. Capitol Police are indis-
pensable guardians of all who serve in 
and work for the United States Con-
gress. Mr. Farri’s 19 years of service 
have been an important part of that 
protection. I sincerely congratulate 
Lieutenant Vincent Farri on his pro-
motion and assignment, and further ex-
tend my congratulations and warm 
wishes to Christina, his wife of 15 
years, his two sons, Richard, age 11, 
and Paul, age 7, as well as to all of Vin-
cent’s family, including his dear moth-
er, Mrs. Dorothy Farri. 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS CATHE-
DRAL 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 
to commemorate the 100th anniversary 
of the Saint Thomas Aquinas Cathedral 
in Reno. 

Construction on Saint Thomas Aqui-
nas began in 1906, after Reno’s sole 
Catholic church was destroyed by fire. 
Father Thomas Tubman led the effort 
to build a new church for Reno Catho-
lics. He planned to construct a larger, 
more centrally located church, explain-
ing that ‘‘The time has come for mak-
ing the structures in Reno attractive 
as well as useful. The Cathedral will be 
one of the finest buildings in the 
State.’’ 

On June 21, 1908, Saint Thomas Aqui-
nas opened its doors to parishioners 
with a remarkable dedication cere-
mony. Over 3,000 people waited outside 
the new church long before the cere-
mony was set to begin. At 10:30, dozens 
of priests and bishops, 120 Knights of 
Columbus, 2 bands and hundreds of pa-
rishioners were led by the chief of po-
lice and 16 patrolmen in a march from 
the convent of the Sisters of Mary to 
Saint Thomas Aquinas Church. Upon 
arriving, the Knights of Columbus en-
circled the new church as Bishop Grace 
blessed the buildings exterior. A high 
mass was then celebrated with the 
church filled to capacity. About one 
hundred worshipers were unable to 
enter, and instead waited outside the 
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