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building, listening to the beautiful 
music from the choir and organist. 

To celebrate its centennial anniver-
sary, Reno Catholics reenacted this 
special ceremony last month. They 
joined in procession once again and 
marched together to the Saint Thomas 
Aquinas Cathedral, where a celebratory 
mass was held. As they marched, they 
rejoiced in 100 years of memories at 
their place of worship. 

Today, Saint Thomas Aquinas Cathe-
dral prominently stands in the heart of 
downtown Reno and will forever re-
main in the hearts of Catholics who 
have worshiped here in the last 100 
years. I am pleased to honor Saint 
Thomas Aquinas Cathedral today. I 
know that it will continue to serve Ne-
vadans as an outstanding religious in-
stitution for another 100 years. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ELIZABETH ANN 
‘‘BETSY’’ RIEKE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 
to recognize Ms. Betsy Rieke, a woman 
who has served my State and the West 
for nearly three decades. Like many of 
us in this body, Ms. Rieke is an attor-
ney. Her specialty has been water 
issues, and, as many of my colleagues 
know well, being a water lawyer in the 
West is not a job for the faint of heart. 

Ms. Rieke’s experience in water law 
began in Arizona, where she served as 
Chief Legal Counsel and Director for 
the Department of Water Resources 
under former Gov. Bruce Babbit. Ms. 
Rieke then served as an Assistant Sec-
retary of the Interior for Water and 
Science in the Clinton administration. 
During her tenure, she helped nego-
tiate the 1994 CALFED Bay-Delta Ac-
cord in California. This landmark 
agreement brought together numerous 
Federal, State, and local agencies and 
environmental enthusiasts to resolve a 
looming environmental and economic 
crisis. Honored several times for her 
important role in securing this accord, 
she did so in her trademark fashion— 
by bringing people together, leading 
difficult discussions, and helping par-
ties find solutions to meet the commu-
nity’s diverse interests and goals. 

In 1998, Ms. Rieke brought her exper-
tise to Northern Nevada where she 
serves as the area manager for the 
Lahontan Area Office of the Bureau of 
Reclamation. In such an arid place, 
she’s been responsible for irrigation, 
wetland restoration, wildlife protec-
tion, and maintaining drinking water 
for one of the fastest growing regions 
in the country. Like she did in Arizona 
and California, Ms. Rieke showed great 
leadership as she brought many Fed-
eral, State, municipal, tribal, public 
and private interests together to reach 
the historic Truckee River Operating 
Agreement to be signed next month— 
an issue close to me and important to 
many Nevadans. 

I also appreciate her work with oth-
ers to preserve and restore Nevada’s 

desert terminal lakes, their wildlife, 
and habitats. She has fostered relation-
ships and cobbled together agreements 
that have improved Pyramid Lake, and 
she has advised me on ways to restore 
Walker Lake. While many people have 
been working very hard, for many 
years, to restore Nevada’s unique nat-
ural resources, Ms. Rieke’s determina-
tion, focus, and tireless efforts pro-
vided leadership for these efforts. 

I extend my most sincere gratitude 
to Betsy. Nevadans are certainly fortu-
nate to have had such a talented, 
skilled, and committed individual 
working on their behalf. 

f 

SPECIAL OLYMPICS 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I want 

to mark the anniversary of a great tra-
dition, one that ties my home State of 
Illinois with the nation of Greece. The 
Special Olympics, which brings people 
with intellectual disabilities together 
for athletic competition, began 40 
years ago this month. 

In fact, the first Special Olympics 
were held on Soldier Field in Chicago. 
It all started when a young woman 
named Anne McGlone had an idea. She 
was a physical education instructor at 
West Pullman park on the southeast 
side. The Chicago Park district came 
to her to ask if she had any ideas to 
help kids with special needs. 

Anne McGlone ran with it. She asked 
the Kennedy Foundation for a one-time 
donation of $25,000 to put on the first 
Special Olympics. On July 20, 1968, 
about 1,000 athletes from 26 American 
States, and Canada, got together and 
ran, swam and played hockey. 

Anne McGlone, now Anne Burke, 
went on to law school. She is now on 
the supreme court of the State of Illi-
nois. But she kept working on the Spe-
cial Olympics along the way. 

With the continued support of Eunice 
and Sargent Shriver and the Kennedy 
foundation, the Special Olympics grew. 
Today, the Special Olympics is a huge 
international movement that has 
brought together millions of people 
with intellectual disabilities in 175 
countries around the world. I congratu-
late the Special Olympics for 40 years 
of empowering people with intellectual 
disabilities. 

Last summer, the Special Olympics 
summer games were held in Shanghai, 
China. Next time around, in 2011, they 
will be held in Athens, Greece. It is fit-
ting for Greece, with its proud Olympic 
tradition, to host the Special Olym-
pics, and I wish the Greek Government 
every success as it prepares to host the 
games. 

Closer to home, the next Special 
Olympics winter games will be held in 
2009 in Boise, ID. And even closer to 
home, just as Chicago hopes to host the 
next Olympic games in 2016, I hope that 
one day the Special Olympics will 
come back to Chicago, where it started 
40 years ago. 

TRIBUTE TO FRANK VAN BUER 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a selfless public 
servant from my great State of Illinois, 
Mayor Frank Van Buer, of DeKalb, who 
passed away July 23, 2008, after a battle 
with pancreatic cancer. 

Mayor Van Buer was born in Sa-
vanna, IL, on the banks of the Mis-
sissippi River. While in high school, 
Frank worked as a union laborer and 
truck driver. He joined the U.S. Air 
Force and spent 4 years in Germany 
and Libya. When he returned to the 
United States in 1957, Van Buer moved 
to DeKalb to attend Northern Illinois 
University, NIU. He earned a B.S. in 
social science in 1960 and completed a 
master’s degree in economics in 1964. In 
1968, Mayor Van Buer earned a Ph.D. in 
economics from the University of Illi-
nois. He was tenured on the faculty of 
the Department of Economics at NIU 
in 1970, and taught there until 1995. 

While on the NIU faculty, Mayor Van 
Buer gave generously of his skills in 
administration and budgeting. He di-
rected NIU’s Office of Budget and Plan-
ning, responsible for the administra-
tion of annual operating budgets in ex-
cess of $100 million. And he traveled 
around the world, working in devel-
oping nations in Africa and Asia to 
provide technical assistance in plan-
ning and budgeting. 

Mayor Van Buer was a man of integ-
rity who strongly believed in open gov-
ernment. Mayor Van Buer was first 
elected by his community to the 
DeKalb County Board in 2002, and he 
was re-elected in 2004. He was elected 
mayor of DeKalb in 2005. During his 
tenure as mayor, he made it a priority 
to revitalize DeKalb’s urban core. 

In addition to his service at NIU and 
with the city of DeKalb, Mayor Van 
Buer was active in leadership with the 
Ben Gordon Mental Health Center and 
the Kishwaukee Symphony Orchestra. 

My thoughts and prayers are with 
the mayor’s family and friends, espe-
cially his wife of over 50 years, Mary 
Beth, their three children, and five 
grandchildren. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I was 
unavoidably detained during rollcall 
vote No. 187, a motion to invoke clo-
ture on the motion to proceed to the 
consideration of S. 3186, the Low-In-
come Home Energy Assistance bill. 
Had I been present I would have voted 
‘‘nay’’ and I ask that the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD reflect that. 

f 

NAZI WAR CRIMINALS 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to commend Dr. Ephraim Zuroff 
and the Simon Wiesenthal Center for 
their efforts to track down the last 
Nazi war criminals from World War II. 
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Their work is enormously important, 
both in bringing the guilty to justice 
and preventing future acts of genocide. 
The statute of limitations does not— 
must not—expire on crimes against hu-
manity. Earlier this year, I introduced 
the World War II War Crimes Account-
ability Act with Sen. NELSON, which I 
hope will help Dr. Zuroff and the 
Simon Wiesenthal Center in their 
noble effort. 

The barbarity of those crimes still 
echoes today, more than 63 years after 
the end of the war. June 28 of this year, 
for example, marked the 94th birthday 
of Dr. Aribert Heim, the second-most 
wanted Nazi war criminal still believed 
to be at large. Dr. Heim, a former SS 
concentration camp doctor, was nick-
named ‘‘Dr. Death’’ for his brutal and 
sadistic experiments on camp inmates. 
At Mauthausen, the camp where he 
committed his worst crimes, Dr. Heim 
was known for murdering inmates by 
injecting toxins directly into their 
hearts. 

Unfortunately, despite the particu-
larly heinous nature of Dr. Heim’s 
crimes, investigators into Heim’s 
whereabouts can still face official ob-
structionism. Germany, for example, is 
one of the few countries that still have 
an active Nazi-hunting unit. However, 
this team’s efforts have been impeded 
by the repeated refusals of the pre-
siding German judge to allow the po-
lice task force sufficient investigative 
latitude. Such procedures, like wire-
taps on suspected Heim associates, are 
granted in murder cases in Germany— 
just not, apparently, in mass-murder 
cases like Dr. Heim. This is this not 
the only instance of German bureau-
cratic obstructionism, which have been 
carefully monitored by the Simon 
Wiesenthal Center. Correspondingly, in 
the center’s 2007 Annual Report on 
Worldwide Investigation and Prosecu-
tion of Nazi War Criminals, Germany 
received a failing grade—its only fail-
ing grade since the report was first 
published in 2001. The German govern-
ment should do its utmost to reverse 
this pattern before it becomes a trend. 

The Simon Wiesenthal Center 
launched Operation: Last Chance in 
2002, to identify and assist in the pros-
ecution of the remaining Nazi war 
criminals still at large. Dr. Zuroff, who 
has been leading this effort, should be 
highly commended for his outstanding 
efforts in bringing the most guilty 
Nazis to justice. 

Even today, the crimes of Heim and 
the Nazi regime strain our under-
standing of hate. Hitler’s Germany 
today is remembered only for its bru-
tality, its mantra of genocide, and its 
culture of racism. And those last Nazis, 
who are waiting out their last days 
under the coming twilight, must not be 
allowed to go quietly into the night, as 
did too many of their victims. For the 
souls that were lost, and even more for 
those that remain, there must be jus-

tice. I commend Dr. Zuroff and the 
Simon Wiesenthal Center in the high-
est possible terms, and urge the United 
States Government to do all it can to 
help them in their cause. 

f 

THE MATTHEW SHEPARD ACT OF 
2007 

MR. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the need for hate 
crimes legislation. Each Congress, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduce hate 
crimes legislation that would add new 
categories to current hate crimes law, 
sending a signal that violence of any 
kind is unacceptable in our society. 
Likewise, each Congress I have come to 
the floor on many occasions to high-
light a separate violent, hate-moti-
vated crime that has occurred in our 
country. 

In the early morning of July 13, 2008, 
three gay men were dining at a late- 
night pizza restaurant in the Adams 
Morgan neighborhood of Washington, 
DC, when they were verbally assaulted 
by five men. The two groups allegedly 
exchanged heated words at the res-
taurant before the three gay men left 
and began to walk home, But the five 
men followed them in pursuit. Accord-
ing to the police report, the assailants 
continued to hurl anti-gay epithets and 
later physically attacked the three 
men, hospitalizing two of them. Police 
have not yet apprehended the suspects, 
but the investigation continues. Advi-
sory neighborhood commissioner Jack 
Jacobsen, a friend of one of the vic-
tims, says the three men were shaken 
by the incident and have decided not to 
disclose their identities to news 
sources. 

I believe that the Government’s first 
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend 
them against the harms that come out 
of hate. The Matthew Shepard Act is a 
symbol that can become substance. I 
believe that by passing this legislation 
and changing current law, we can 
change hearts and minds as well. 

f 

REMEMBERING RAIDER 21 CREW 
MEMBERS 

Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, today I 
stand to recognize the six Air Force B– 
52 crew members of Raider 21 who made 
the ultimate sacrifice in service to 
their country. I would like take a few 
moments to honor their courage and 
heroism. 

The crew was based at Barksdale Air 
Force Base in Louisiana and was de-
ployed to Guam with the 20th Expedi-
tionary Bomb Squadron as part of the 
U.S. military’s continuous bomber 
presence mission in the Pacific. The 
unarmed bomber crashed Monday, July 
21, during a swing around the island as 
part of Guam Liberation Day celebra-
tions, marking the day when the U.S. 
military arrived to retake control of 
the island from Japan during World 

War II. The B–52 had been scheduled to 
conduct a flyover in a parade. The six 
crew members assigned to the 2nd 
Bomb Wing included MAJ Christopher 
M. Cooper, 33, aircraft commander; 
MAJ Brent D. Williams, 37, navigator; 
CPT Michael K. Dodson, 31, copilot; 
1LT. Joshua D. Shepherd, 25, navigator; 
1LT. Robert D. Gerren, 32, electronic 
warfare officer; and COL George Mar-
tin, 51, flight surgeon, who also was the 
deputy commander of 36th Medical 
Group at Anderson Air Force Base. 

B–52s have been the backbone of the 
U.S. military’s manned strategic bomb-
er force for more than four decades, 
used for missions from attacks to 
ocean surveillance. They are capable of 
dropping or launching the widest array 
of weapons in the U.S. inventory, in-
cluding cluster bombs and precision 
guided missiles. B–52s were first placed 
into service in 1955, and 93 remain in 
the Air Force’s fleet. The Air Force has 
been rotating B–1, B–2 and B–52 bomb-
ers through Guam since 2004 to boost 
the U.S. security presence in the Asia- 
Pacific region. 

Search operations continue in the 
Pacific Ocean sadly, they are primarily 
for the recovery of debris that may aid 
in the investigation of the crash. The 
8th Air Force Museum in Shreveport, 
LA, has created a memorial to the crew 
members that will be at the museum 
for 30 days. Those wishing to express 
condolences and pay tribute to the 
crew are welcome to sign a remem-
brance book. The book will be shared 
with the families and eventually pre-
sented to the 20th Bomb Squadron. In 
addition to the book, the memorial 
consists of framed photographs of each 
of the crew members, six pairs of flight 
boots and six flight helmets as well as 
other items from the 2nd Bomb Wing. 

There is no doubt July 21 was a trag-
ic day, not only for the families of the 
fallen crew members but for the B–52 
family, the community, and this Na-
tion. Our thoughts and prayers con-
tinue to be with the families of these 
airmen and our hearts grieve for their 
loss. 

Thus, today, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in honoring these great Ameri-
cans and thanking them for their devo-
tion and service to our Nation. 

f 

HONORING JIM MAGAGNA 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to recognize the accomplish-
ments of Jim Magagna, 2008 inductee 
into the Wyoming Agricultural Hall of 
Fame. 

Jim Magagna has spent much of his 
life fighting for Wyoming agriculture 
interests at the local, regional and na-
tional level. A third generation sheep 
rancher from southwest Wyoming, Jim 
is the president and manager of 
Magagna Bros, Inc. 

Jim has a long history of service to 
Wyoming’s ranchers and farmers. He 
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