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We cannot drill our way out of this mess. 
You should first close the investment loop-

holes that have encouraged the new ‘‘bub-
ble’’ of speculation in crude oil (after run-
ning away from the housing bubble). It 
would be great if you could also close other 
potential ‘‘bubble’’ opportunities, like food, 
and who knows what the investment nuts 
will think of next? Speculation is well on the 
way to ruining our economy. 

You should next enact serious legislation 
to encourage conservation, and invest in an 
expansion of proven alternative energy 
sources such as solar and wind power. 

You should NOT encourage investment in 
nuclear power. That, also, will take 20 years 
to come online, therefore having no effect on 
our current needs. So far as I can see we have 
never found a way to dispose safely of the 
waste. To encourage nuclear building will be 
a very expensive subsidy for the nuclear in-
dustry, but creating even more unpleasant 
problems for future generations. 

You should encourage investment, with 
tax incentives, for technological research 
and development of truly new energy possi-
bilities. I have no idea what these might 
turn out to be, but Americans are supposed 
to be inventive. Let’s encourage that old 
spirit again. 

If you really want to reduce reliance on 
fossil fuels, you should pass some kind of 
subsidy for low income people to buy hybrid 
or electric cars. (I know, I know . . . sounds 
like a handout). But it would be the most ef-
fective use of tax dollars in a direct way to 
substantially reduce reliance on oil. Elimi-
nating the subsidy for the oil companies, and 
spending it on fuel efficient cars right now, 
would be more logical. (Just think of it as a 
gift to the struggling automotive industry; if 
you really want to be patriotic limit the 
payment to American made cars, if you can 
find any of those left.) 

I live out in the country, and I am only one 
of many here in the rural west who have to 
have my car to get to town for work, gro-
ceries, doctor appointments, etc. We have no 
public transportation available. At current 
prices, one trip to town costs me $8.50. Of 
course I try to limit the number of trips, be-
cause I am retired. Ridiculous ideas like a 
gas tax moratorium are a waste of every-
one’s time. So are the drumbeats of drilling 
for more oil in inadequately supplied places 
which could not possibly or timely relieve 
the crunch we are in now. If we had a decent 
oil pool anywhere in the U.S. I could see 
drilling, but these possibilities you list are 
inadequate. We need to get away from oil as 
much as possible, and we need to do it fast. 
I have lived most of my life in an oil abun-
dant economy, taking it for granted. But I 
can see the road ahead and it’s not pretty. 

I am guessing my letter will go in the 
waste pile reserved for those who disagree 
with you. It would be interesting to hear 
your thoughts on my suggestions. It is time 
for real head scratching, thinking, and co-
operation, not politics as usual. 

JILL, Orofino. 

Senator Crapo—with pleasure. As a retired 
engineer, professor, vet, et al.—your prior-
ities are close—certainly emphasize nu-
clear—but our legislators should stop play-
ing their petty political games and allow/ 
seek oil production and refining capabilities! 
Drill in the north slope/preserve of Alaska— 
NOW! Allow the oil companies to build more 
refineries—NOW! Most frankly—the political 
and environmental games have REALLY 
CAUSED our energy problems! 

W.C. Idaho Falls. 

We appreciate the offer to allow us to ad-
dress this concern. Vern and I are on fixed 
incomes and are working part time jobs to 
help make the ends meet. Social Security 
brings a large chunk of the income into our 
home but it is quickly swallowed up with 
medical insurance to cover any problems 
that we might have. With both of us being in 
the 70s now it is harder to find work opportu-
nities. We both come from large families and 
so we were unable to go to college for a de-
gree. Both our fathers were blue collar work-
ers who only went through grade school 
years. This was the norm for their growing 
up years. 

With cost of insurances for medical, home 
and vehicle, we are paying out over $650.00 a 
month. That is for the least amount we can 
afford. Social Security gives us a small in-
crease in January and then takes it away 
with the premiums to cover our Medicare in-
surance. This is over and above the amount 
listed above. 

My husband worked for Frontier Airlines 
for 26 years and we had put aside what we 
thought was an adequate amount to help us 
with the addition of the remaining work 
years added and without child costs. We also 
had approximately $78,000 in shares in the 
company through People Express. When my 
husband was 50 years old, Mr Frank Lorenzo 
did his usual number on the airline industry 
and placed Frontier into bankruptcy. Our 
shares disappeared, our pension was pretty 
much stolen to put in his pocket and we were 
left with no real future. We tried for 2 years 
to survive and save our house in Boise to no 
avail. 

Now enter the price increases to drive our 
vehicles, heat our homes, and feed ourselves. 
The environmentalist have ‘done a number’ 
on their fellow countrymen by shutting 
down the ability to use our own reserves to 
help the country out. We are more fortunate 
than a lot of our fellow men but we still are 
struggling to make ends meet and see the 
need to cut back even more to survive. 

Our oldest granddaughter is getting mar-
ried in August in San Diego. We had plans to 
go down there for that. That will probably 
not happen unless we go further into debt to 
purchase either fuel for our vehicle or an air-
line ticket which will also need fuel to get to 
Salt Lake City and back. We are greatly dis-
turbed by the rich, lining their pockets at 
the expense of those who thought that we 
could retire and survive. Heaven help those 
who still have families to provide for. 

Let us open up our rich reserves, put the 
U.S. back into being a country that provides 
for its countrymen, with work in the oil 
fields, and a God-fearing, loving-your-fellow- 
man country. Greed, pride, and selfish people 
are dictating what we do in the Senate, the 
House, and those who pander to those who 
call the shots by ‘buying’ them off to take 
care of themselves. 

VERN & MARTHA. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DEL TINSLEY 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, it 
gives me great pleasure to recognize 
the accomplishments of Del Tinsley; 
the 2008 inductee into the Wyoming Ag-
ricultural Hall of Fame. 

Del’s fascination with agriculture 
began as a small boy. He spent his sum-
mers helping ranchers in the commu-
nity of Guernsey, WY. As the director 
of the Wyoming Office of USDA Rural 
Development, Del’s enthusiasm for ag-

riculture has become a lifelong career 
dedicated to Wyoming’s farmers and 
ranchers. 

Del’s boyhood summers on the ranch 
soon developed into a successful tenure 
selling advertising for the Wyoming 
Stockman-Farmer. In 1990, Del went to 
work building the newly established 
Wyoming Livestock Roundup from a 
little known publication to the must- 
have newspaper for every major imple-
ment dealer and livestock auction in 
the State. 

As director of the Rural Development 
office of the USDA, Del has success-
fully encouraged renewable energy de-
velopment and business diversification 
within Wyoming’s agricultural indus-
try. 

Over the years, Del has been a voice 
of wisdom for Wyoming’s farming and 
ranching communities. 

I am pleased to honor Mr. Del 
Tinsley on the Senate floor today. Del 
is a true steward of the land. Del con-
tinues to uphold the Wyoming heritage 
of farming and ranching. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ST. LOUIS 
ROADIES SOCCER TEAM 

∑ Mr. BOND. Mr. President, today I 
congratulate the St. Louis Roadies soc-
cer team on their recent participation 
in the Homeless USA Soccer Cup. The 
Roadies were the first team ever from 
St. Louis to participate in this special 
event, which was held last month here 
in Washington, DC. I had the privilege 
and honor to meet personally the en-
tire team and their coaches from Peter 
and Paul Community Services in my 
office here on Capitol Hill before their 
competition. While the team did not 
capture the title, I am proud of their 
performance and representation of the 
St. Louis community and my home 
State of Missouri. However, I am even 
prouder of their personal perseverance 
and commitment to self-improvement 
after experiencing the terrible plight of 
homelessness. 

According to the organizers of the 
Homeless World Cup, about 77 percent 
of participants in the 48-team tour-
nament go on to better their lives 
through employment, housing, edu-
cation and/or drug and alcohol treat-
ment. The founders of the event believe 
that it provides an opportunity for 
these men to express actively them-
selves through organized competition 
to build character and positive individ-
uality. Based on their performance, I 
agree. 

The six-man team from St. Louis was 
made up of men who were recently 
homeless. Unfortunately, many others 
suffer from the plight of homelessness. 
It is frankly a national tragedy that we 
can and must end. Nevertheless, the 
spirit of the Roadies and others who 
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