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many of whom have gone on to become 
leaders in their fields of expertise. 

Today U.C. Davis has 30,000 students 
on the largest campus in the U.C. sys-
tem spanning over 5,300 acres. U.C. 
Davis is the only U.C. campus with its 
own airport and one of two campuses 
with a nuclear laboratory and fire de-
partment. The U.C. Davis School of 
Medicine operates one of the Nation’s 
finest hospitals which is regularly 
ranked in the top 50 by U.S. News and 
World Report. 

As the community, students, staff 
and alumni gather to celebrate U.C. 
Davis’s centennial anniversary, I would 
like to congratulate them and thank 
them for their outstanding commit-
ment to education.∑ 

f 

HONORING DAN PACKER AND 
ANDY PALMER 

∑ Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I 
wish today to honor the bravery of two 
fallen Washington State firefighters— 
Dan Packer and Andrew Palmer. 

They lost their lives this weekend 
battling the dangerous wildfires burn-
ing in northern California. 

Dan Packer fought fires for decades. 
He was chief of East Pierce Fire and 
Rescue in the Bonney Lake area and a 
former president of the Association of 
Washington Fire Chiefs. 

This weekend, he was supervising the 
firefighting efforts in California as a 
member of an interagency emergency 
management team when his position 
was overrun by a wildfire following an 
‘‘unexpected shift in the wind.’’ 

Andrew Palmer, from Port Town-
send, was just 18 years old and on his 
first day of working the northern Cali-
fornia fire line. He tragically lost his 
life when he was struck by a falling 
tree. He has been described as ‘‘ex-
tremely energetic’’ and ‘‘dedicated to 
his job.’’ 

Both of these men clearly illustrate 
the courage that firefighters across 
this country exemplify every time they 
go to work . . . starting on day one. 

An unknown firefighter once said, 
‘‘What you call a hero, I just call doing 
my job.’’ 

So today I ask that all Washing-
tonians, all Californians, and all Amer-
icans pause to think about these two 
men, their families, and the ultimate 
sacrifice they made just ‘‘doing their 
jobs’’ to protect their Californian 
neighbors. 

They represent the best America has 
to offer: courage and selfless action. 
Their service will not soon be forgot-
ten. 

In fact, the deaths of these two brave 
Washingtonians unequivocally reaf-
firms the need to continue to work to 
protect and prepare these brave Ameri-
cans for the danger they face every 
day. 

Since 1910, more than 900 wildland 
firefighters have lost their lives in the 

line of duty. And unless we take action 
that number will continue to grow 
every summer we send these brave in-
dividuals in to battle wildfires. 

We must demand firefighter safety 
and training programs receive the 
funding they need. 

We must track this training to en-
sure that every firefighter is equipped 
with the tools he or she needs to make 
it home safely every time. It is our re-
sponsibility and obligation—to Dan 
Packer, to Andrew Palmer, and to all 
firefighters across this country.∑
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CONGRATULATING CHERMACK 
MACHINE, INC. 

∑ Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I would 
like to congratulate Chermack Ma-
chine, Inc., on its 75th anniversary. 
Chermack Machine was founded in 
Cameron, WI, in 1933. It has played a 
significant role in the defense of our 
Nation with manufacture of war mate-
rials for the United States during 
World War II. 

From humble beginnings, this busi-
ness has become a full service oper-
ation specializing in assembly, weld-
ing, automated sawing, custom proto-
typing, production machining and con-
ventional machining. Chermack Ma-
chine, Inc. is a wonderful example of 
American small business where com-
mitment to quality products and cus-
tomer satisfaction are dominant busi-
ness principles. 

Chermack Machine’s dedication to 
exceeding client expectations and help-
ing our Nation compel me to congratu-
late them on their 75th anniversary.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 
At 5:11 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

H.R. 3221. An act to provide needed housing 
reform and for other purposes. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently 
signed by the president pro tempore 
(Mr. BYRD). 

At 6:59 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs.Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 6340. An act to designate the Federal 
building and United States courthouse lo-
cated at 300 Quarropas Street in White 
Plains, New York, as the ‘‘Charles L. 
Brieant, Jr., Federal Building and United 
States Courthouse’’. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 

accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–7296. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Agricultural Marketing Serv-
ice, Fruit and Vegetable Programs, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Al-
monds Grown in California; Relaxation of 
the Incoming Quality Control Require-
ments’’ (FV080981-1 IFR) received on July 28, 
2008; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

EC–7297. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Agricultural Marketing Serv-
ice, Fruit and Vegetable Programs, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Nec-
tarines and Peaches Grown in California; 
Changes in Handling Requirements for Fresh 
Nectarines and Peaches’’ (FV08-916/917-1 FIR) 
received on July 28, 2008; to the Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–7298. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Agricultural Marketing Serv-
ice, Fruit and Vegetable Programs, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Raisins 
Produced from Grapes Grown in California: 
Revisions to Requirements Regarding Off- 
Grade Raisins’’ (FV07-989-4 FR) received on 
July 28, 2008; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–7299. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense, transmitting a report 
on the approved retirement of Lieutenant 
General John W. Bergman, United States 
Marine Corps Reserve, and his advancement 
to the grade of lieutenant general on the re-
tired list; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

EC–7300. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Navy, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, a report on the determination and 
findings on the authority to award a con-
tract for the depot level maintenance and re-
pair of surface ship combatants located in 
the Mayport homeport area, based on public 
interest exception to requirement for full 
and open competition; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

EC–7301. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Defense Procurement, Acquisition Pol-
icy, and Strategic Sourcing, Department of 
Defense, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Conforming 
Changes- Standards of Conduct and Extraor-
dinary Contractual Actions’’ (RIN0750-AG01) 
received on July 28, 2008; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

EC–7302. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Defense Procurement, Acquisition Pol-
icy, and Strategic Sourcing, Department of 
Defense, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Conforming 
Changes- Standards of Conduct and Extraor-
dinary Contractual Actions’’ (RIN0750-AF99) 
received on July 28, 2008; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

EC–7303. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Defense Procurement, Acquisition Pol-
icy, and Strategic Sourcing, Department of 
Defense, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Small Business 
Program Name Change’’ (RIN0750-AG00) re-
ceived on July 28, 2008; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

EC–7304. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency with respect to ter-
rorists who threaten to disrupt the Middle 
East peace process; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–7305. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Management and Budget, Exec-
utive Office of the President, transmitting, 
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