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PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that 
Catherine Zebrowski, a fellow in Sen-
ator BROWN’s office, be granted the 
privilege of the floor during consider-
ation of S. 3335, the Jobs, Energy, Fam-
ilies, and Disaster Relief Act of 2008. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the following 
Finance Committee staff be allowed 
floor privileges: Eric Taylor, Damian 
Kudelka, Helia Jazayeri, Mollie Lane, 
Adam Lythgoe, Ashleen Williams, 
Susan Hinck, Kevin Olp, Lucan Ham-
ilton, Katie Meyer, Matt Smith, Connie 
Cookson, Hy Hinojosa, Mary Baker, 
and Bridget Mallon. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. I ask unanimous 
consent that Paraskevi Maddox, 
Lyndsey Arnold, and Cale Kassel be 
granted the privilege of the floor dur-
ing the duration of the 110th Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JULY 
30, 2008 

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it 
stand adjourned until 10 a.m. tomor-
row, July 30; that following the prayer 
and pledge, the Journal of proceedings 
be approved to date, the morning hour 
be deemed expired, the time for the two 
leaders be reserved for their use later 
in the day, and the Senate then resume 
consideration of the motion to proceed 
to S. 2035, the media shield legislation. 
I further ask that the hour prior to the 
cloture vote be equally divided and 
controlled by the two leaders or their 
designees, with Senators permitted to 
speak for up to 10 minutes each, with 
the final 20 minutes under the control 
of the two leaders, with the majority 
leader controlling the final 10 minutes 
prior to the vote and with 10 minutes 
of majority time under the control of 
Senator LEAHY; that upon the use or 
yielding back of time, the Senate pro-
ceed to vote on the motion to invoke 
cloture on the motion to proceed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, Sen-
ators should expect the first vote of the 
day to begin tomorrow around 11 a.m. 
That vote will be on the motion to pro-
ceed to the media shield bill. If cloture 
is not invoked, Senators should be pre-
pared for a cloture vote on the motion 
to proceed to the tax extenders bill, S. 
3335. 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. SALAZAR. If there is no further 

business to come before the Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent that it stand 
adjourned under the previous order, 
following the remarks of Senator 
ARLEN SPECTER. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Pennsylvania. 
f 

FREE FLOW OF INFORMATION ACT 
Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I have 

sought recognition to speak on the 
Free Flow of Information Act, which is 
the reporters’ privilege legislation. At 
the outset, I thank the cosponsors, 
Senators SCHUMER, LUGAR, DODD, and 
GRAHAM. I especially thank Senator 
LUGAR for his contribution to this leg-
islation, because he was the first to 
take a stand for this issue some time 
ago. 

This legislation is very important to 
maintain the flow of information to 
the American people from the news-
papers and radio and television sta-
tions. It is necessary because we have 
seen in recent times a flurry of sub-
poenas being issued to reporters to dis-
close their confidential sources. A re-
porter’s source of information depends 
upon their being able to fulfill a com-
mitment of confidentiality. It is unnec-
essary to recite the long history of the 
investigative reporting which has pro-
vided so much good to the American 
people or, for that matter, the people 
of the world. We have had reporters fer-
ret out corruption in government, mis-
feasance, and wrongdoing. Senators 
turn the first part of every day to the 
newspapers to see what is occurring in 
the world. Frequently in the mix of the 
news, there are investigative reports 
which tell Senators more than even our 
staffs know. I believe Thomas Jefferson 
put it best in the founding days of the 
Republic, when he said that if he had 
to choose newspapers without govern-
ment or government without news-
papers, he would choose newspapers 
without government. 

This legislation passed the Senate 
Judiciary Committee by the decisive 
vote of 15 to 4. A version passed the 
House of Representatives by an over-
whelming margin of 398 to 21. It is 
worth noting that both of the presump-
tive candidates for President are sup-
portive of this legislation. Senator 
OBAMA is a cosponsor, and Senator 
MCCAIN has publicly confirmed that he 
would vote for this legislation. A group 
of some 40 sitting State attorneys gen-
eral, including both Democrats and Re-
publicans, have written in support of 
this legislation. More than 100 news-
papers from all parts of the country 
have endorsed this legislation, includ-
ing the Washington Post, the Wash-
ington Times, the New York Times, 
and the Philadelphia Inquirer. I will 
make a part of the RECORD a full list of 

those newspapers and public media op-
erations in support of this legislation. 

There have been some 72 subpoenas 
issued since 2006. The chilling effect 
has been overwhelming, in part because 
of the issuance of subpoenas and con-
tempt citations. For example, the case 
of Judith Miller of the New York Times 
has received extensive publicity. She 
was jailed for around 85 days for failing 
to disclose the source of information 
she had in the case involving the out-
ing of CIA agent Valerie Plame. It has 
always been a mystery to me why Ju-
dith Miller was held in contempt, when 
it was known that Deputy Secretary of 
State Armitage was the source of the 
information. But a special prosecutor 
subpoenaed numerous witnesses and 
conducted a very high profile publicity 
investigation. Ultimately, Judith Mil-
ler spent 85 days in jail under very un-
pleasant circumstances. I can person-
ally attest to the conditions because 
Michael O’Neal, my chief counsel when 
I chaired the Judiciary Committee, and 
I visited her in the Virginia prison 
where she was detained. The legislation 
which we are proposing is necessary to 
maintain the flow of information. 

I think it is vital to emphasize that 
this legislation benefits the American 
people, allowing them access to the 
news and information that results from 
investigative reporting. Investigative 
reporting has done so much for the 
public welfare in disclosing fraud, cor-
ruption, misfeasance, and wrongdoing 
at all levels of the Government, as well 
as at all levels of private, corporate, 
and public life. 

This issue and the vote which is im-
minent pose a problem for this Senator 
because of the practice which has 
evolved to preclude amendments from 
being offered. We are only facing to-
morrow the motion for cloture on the 
motion to proceed. I do think we ought 
to proceed to this bill. It is my hope 
that the majority leader will not act to 
preclude other Senators from offering 
amendments. This is a subject I have 
addressed at considerable length on the 
global warming bill. I have talked 
about it on the FAA bill. I have dis-
cussed it with the oil speculators bill. 
It is a matter of great concern as to 
what has happened to the operation of 
the Senate. 

When I came to this world’s greatest 
deliberative body some 28 years ago, 
the tradition of the Senate had been 
maintained that any Senator could 
offer virtually any amendment on any 
bill at any time. That was the great 
unique quality of the Senate and the 
ability of any Senator to offer an 
amendment to call public attention to 
an important issue, to have the floor of 
the Senate to publicize the issue and to 
move for the enactment of legislation. 
But what has happened, surprisingly 
only in the last 15 years—and it has 
happened by majority leaders of both 
parties—is that a procedure has been 
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