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Today show, Speaker PELOSI coldly dis-
missed the views held by a solid major-
ity of the American people, not to men-
tion a bipartisan majority in Congress, 
saying, ‘‘It’s really a hoax. It’s really a 
hoax on the American people.’’ 

This is just the latest illustration of 
how out of touch the Speaker and her 
colleagues in the Democratic leader-
ship are with American families and 
small businesses who are being pum-
meled day in and day out by soaring 
energy prices. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I support the pas-
sage of this bill, but I call on the 
Speaker and the Democratic leadership 
to bring for a vote bills, among them 
the American Energy Act introduced 
last week by the House Republicans, to 
explore for more oil and to lower the 
cost of energy in this country. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 

to get us back to H.R. 6576, the Reduc-
ing Information Control Designations 
Act, I urge its passage. 

I yield back the balance of our time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

SIRES). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6576, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I object to 
the vote on the ground that a quorum 
is not present and make the point of 
order that a quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

OPTIONAL ELECTRONIC PAY 
STUBS FOR FEDERAL EMPLOYEES 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 6073) to provide that Federal 
employees receiving their pay by elec-
tronic funds transfer shall be given the 
option of receiving their pay stubs 
electronically. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6073 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ELECTRONIC PAY STUBS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Office of Personnel 
Management shall take such measures as 
may be appropriate to ensure that all em-
ployees who receive their pay by electronic 
funds transfer shall be given the option of re-
ceiving their pay stubs electronically. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion— 

(1) the term ‘‘electronic funds transfer’’ 
has the meaning given such term by section 
3332 of title 31, United States Code; 

(2) the term ‘‘employee’’ means an indi-
vidual employed in or under an Executive 
agency; and 

(3) the term ‘‘Executive agency’’ has the 
meaning given such term by section 105 of 
title 5, United States Code. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself as much time as I may 
consume. 

H.R. 6073 would require the Office of 
Personnel Management to allow Fed-
eral employees to receive electronic 
pay stubs. Most Federal employees re-
ceive their pay electronically, which is 
faster and less costly than using paper 
checks. This bill helps extend that cost 
savings to the rest of the payroll proc-
ess. 

More than a decade ago, Congress 
passed a law requiring that almost all 
Federal employees be paid by elec-
tronic funds transfer, commonly 
known as direct deposit. Electronic 
funds transfer is more secure and costs 
less than printing and distributing 
paper checks. Employees also have ac-
cess to their funds sooner, because they 
do not have to deposit or cash their 
checks. However, many Federal agen-
cies still print and distribute paper pay 
stubs for their employees, limiting the 
gains in efficiency from using elec-
tronic funds transfer. 

This bill will encourage agencies to 
handle their entire payroll process 
electronically. The Office of Personnel 
Management and the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget have no objections to 
this bill. It’s a commonsense measure 
that will help make payroll faster and 
more efficient, and I want to commend 
and thank Representative FOXX for in-
troducing it. I appreciate her work in 
helping us get this bill to the floor and 
all of her work on the committee. 

I also want to thank Chairmen WAX-
MAN and TOWNS and Ranking Member 
TOM DAVIS for their support for the bill 
and urge its swift adoption. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I also want to thank 

Chairman WAXMAN, Ranking Member 
DAVIS, and Mr. DAVIS from Illinois for 
their assistance in bringing this bill 
out of committee and to the floor. I 
think it is our responsibility as Mem-

bers of Congress to seek every way pos-
sible to save money for the taxpayers 
of this country, and I appreciate the 
fact that we’re moving this bill along 
because it is an excellent way for us to 
save the taxpayers of this country 
some money. 

There are currently 2.7 million Fed-
eral employees. Many of these 2.7 mil-
lion Federal employees have the option 
of accessing their leave and earnings 
statement, pay stubs electronically 
rather than the paper version which we 
receive in our mailboxes. But there are 
still executive branch agencies that do 
not offer this option to their employ-
ees. H.R. 6073 would direct the Office of 
Personnel Management to take such 
measures as they see appropriate to en-
sure that all executive agency employ-
ees have the option of receiving their 
pay stub electronically. 

The reason that H.R. 6073 affects only 
the executive branch agencies and not 
the legislative branch or the judicial 
branch is because each branch of the 
Federal Government has different rules 
and means of payment regulations. 
Currently, there are 17 executive 
branch agencies that do not offer their 
employees the option of receiving their 
pay stubs electronically. H.R. 6073 
would give these employees the option 
of having access to their pay stubs 
electronically. This is not a mandate. 

Finally, this sensible legislation will 
save millions of taxpayer dollars and 
immeasurable amounts of paper. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
continue to reserve. 

b 1415 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, again I want 
to thank the folks who have helped 
bring this bill to the floor. 

I am pleased, again, that we have the 
potential for saving taxpayers much 
money, but I hope that by the end of 
this week we’re also going to vote on 
legislation that would bring down gas 
prices and save much, much more 
money on behalf of the American peo-
ple. I think that we need to do that as 
responsible Members of this Congress. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in support of H.R. 6073, ‘‘To pro-
vide that Federal employees receiving their 
pay by electronic funds transfer shall be given 
the option of receiving their pay stubs elec-
tronically.’’ First, I would like to thank my col-
league, VIRGINIA FOXX of North Carolina, for 
introducing this important legislation. This bill 
will allow all Federal employees receiving their 
pay by electronic funds transfer to receive 
their pay stubs electronically. This will bring 
much needed reform to a system that has be-
come less transparent due to the advent of 
electronic, online banking. I strongly encour-
age my colleagues to support this act. 

H.R. 6073 is important because of the need 
to create a streamlined, direct pay system that 
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is at the same time transparent with clear au-
thentication, allowing the over 1 million Fed-
eral employees to be able to back up their 
electronic funds with electronic pay stubs. 
These pay stubs will provide a necessary, 
substantive back-up to ensure that the many 
employees using electronic funds transfer 
have the same access to a transparent finan-
cial record. 

H.R. 6073, ‘‘To provide that Federal employ-
ees receiving their pay by electronic funds 
transfer shall be given the option of receiving 
their pay stubs electronically,’’ is a fair, equi-
table step that will bring the Federal Govern-
ment toward a clearer, more direct standard 
for all Federal employees using electronic 
funds transfer. 

Upon enactment of the act, the Office of 
Personnel Management, OPM, would be re-
quired to provide Federal employees that re-
ceive their pay through electronic transfer with 
the option of also receiving their pay stubs 
electronically. The Congressional Budget Of-
fice estimates that implementation of this act 
will have no effect on the budget, and this act 
does not contain any intergovernmental or pri-
vate sector mandates, and hence does not 
apply to local or State governments. 

This bill will benefit the many thousands of 
Federal employees receiving their pay by elec-
tronic funds transfer by giving them the option 
to receive their pay stubs electronically. This 
option will provide greater authentication and 
transparency, without costing taxpayers, and 
without affecting private businesses, and State 
and local government. 

This bipartisan bill will benefit the many 
Federal Government employees in Houston, 
Texas, and the Nation as a whole, while com-
ing at no cost to the taxpayers of Texas’ 18th. 
This simple reform should create an improved 
electronic pay system, benefiting countless 
Government employees. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge passage of this bill, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6073. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I object to 
the vote on the ground that a quorum 
is not present and make the point of 
order that a quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PAPERWORK ASSISTANCE ACT 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 6113) to amend title 44, 
United States Code, to require each 
agency to include a contact telephone 
number in its collection of informa-
tion, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6113 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Paperwork As-
sistance Act’’. 
SEC. 2. AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION RE-

QUIREMENT. 
Section 3506(c)(1)(B)(iii) of title 44, United 

States Code, is amended— 
(1) in subclause (IV) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the 

end; and 
(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(VI) contact information for the agency, in-

cluding a website and a telephone number, by 
which a person may obtain a specific contact 
person responsible for answering questions 
about the information collection and other in-
formation to assist in responding to the informa-
tion collection; and’’. 
SEC. 3. REPORT BY THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT 

AND BUDGET. 
The Director of the Office of Management and 

Budget shall include in the report required by 
section 3514(a)(1)(B) of title 44, United States 
Code, covering fiscal year 2010 the following: 

(1) The status of implementation by agencies 
of the requirement in section 
3506(c)(1)(B)(iii)(VI) of such title 44, as added by 
section 2 of this Act. 

(2) A description of how each agency has re-
sponded to complaints made to the agency re-
lated to the agency’s compliance with such re-
quirement. 
SEC. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

The amendment made by section 2 shall apply 
to new or revised collections of information ap-
proved by the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget beginning 1 year after the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 

it is my pleasure to yield such time as 
she might consume to the author of 
this legislation, Representative BOYDA. 

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Thank you so 
much, Mr. DAVIS. 

Mr. Speaker, it shouldn’t be difficult 
for Americans to interact with their 
government. But most citizen inter-
action with their government is 
through filling out forms, both paper 
and online, that are required to be 
filled out in order to receive grants, 
tax refunds, passports, and so many 
other things. 

With so many forms, questions about 
what information is actually needed 
are bound to arise, but finding the 

right office to call is difficult. And to 
get the answers that people need in an 
orderly manner is, quite frankly, very, 
very difficult, and it shouldn’t be that 
way. That’s why I’ve introduced bill. 
And it’s very simple. Any form that 
the government uses to collect infor-
mation from Americans also has to in-
clude contact information—a phone 
number or a Web site—in which a per-
son can obtain specific information on 
who to talk to about that form. Hope-
fully, when they call, a real live person 
will be at the other end of that line. 

This bill also requires the Office of 
Management and Budget to report to 
Congress on implementation and a de-
scription of how the agencies are re-
sponding to complaints about it. 

This bill is especially important to 
small businesses and owners, and the 
National Federation of Independent 
Businesses is a strong supporter of my 
bill. In fact, the idea for this bill came 
from some of the small businesses right 
there in Kansas, the good constituents 
that I get to represent. They were re-
sponding to a survey that was distrib-
uted to NFIB members in which they 
overwhelmingly supported legislation 
to help them get answers to questions 
about all the government paperwork 
that they have to fill out. And yes, get-
ting that government paperwork re-
duced is certainly our first priority, 
but in the meantime, let’s just get an 
access number so people can call and 
find out how to fill these forms out ef-
ficiently. 

I’ve said time and time again that de-
mocracy is a team sport, and this is a 
perfect example of everyone working 
together to make our government more 
responsive. I would like to thank Mr. 
TOWNS and Ms. WATSON for their assist-
ance in getting this important legisla-
tion to the floor. And I urge my col-
leagues to join me in support of this 
very, very commonsense bill. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, as we all know, every 
year the government asks Americans 
to provide many kinds information. 
These forms can often be confusing and 
complicated. It would be better if we 
could find a way to reduce the total 
number of information requests the 
government makes to the public, but 
failing that, we ought at least to make 
sure someone is available to answer 
questions from people who are trying 
to comply with these requirements. 

H.R. 6113 amends the Paperwork Re-
duction Act to require agencies to pro-
vide contact information for the agen-
cy on information collection. I am 
happy to support this legislation, and I 
look forward to the day when we actu-
ally cut the number and size of infor-
mation requests generated by this gov-
ernment. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 
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