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U.S. assistance and support for Colombia 

has been instrumental in its success, and will 
continue to be so in the future. 

But that means more than simply security 
assistance and money. The easiest, most di-
rect, and most effective means we have to 
bolster Colombia at this critical stage is pas-
sage of the free trade agreement. 

Congress has a golden opportunity to sup-
port our embattled ally and further our own in-
terests. If we falter, so may Colombia, and the 
achievements of a decade will be needlessly 
squandered. And then some may ask: ‘‘Who 
lost Colombia?’’ 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
MCDERMOTT) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6560, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 6599, MILITARY CONSTRUC-
TION AND VETERANS AFFAIRS 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2009 
Ms. CASTOR, from the Committee on 

Rules (during consideration of H.R. 
6560), submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 110–800) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 1384) providing for consideration 
of the bill (H.R. 6599) making appro-
priations for military construction, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and 
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2009, and for other 
purposes, which was referred to the 
House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

HUBBARD ACT 
Mr. KIND. Madam Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 6580) to ensure the fair treatment 
of a member of the Armed Forces who 
is discharged from the Armed Forces, 
at the request of the member, pursuant 
to the Department of Defense policy 
permitting the early discharge of a 
member who is the only surviving child 
in a family in which the father or 
mother, or one or more siblings, served 
in the Armed Forces and, because of 
hazards incident to such service, was 
killed, died as a result of wounds, acci-
dent, or disease, is in a captured or 
missing in action status, or is perma-
nently disabled, to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal the dol-
lar limitation on contributions to fu-
neral trusts, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6580 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 

the ‘‘Hubbard Act’’. 
(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-

tents for this Act is as follows: 

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Continued payment of bonuses and 

similar benefits for members of 
the Armed Forces who receive 
sole survivorship discharge. 

Sec. 3. Availability of separation pay for 
members of the Armed Forces 
with less than six years of ac-
tive service who receive sole 
survivorship discharge. 

Sec. 4. Transitional health care for members 
of the Armed Forces who re-
ceive sole survivorship dis-
charge. 

Sec. 5. Transitional commissary and ex-
change benefits for members of 
the Armed Forces who receive 
sole survivorship discharge. 

Sec. 6. Veterans benefits for members of the 
Armed Forces who receive sole 
survivorship discharge. 

Sec. 7. Unemployment compensation for 
members of the Armed Forces 
who receive sole survivorship 
discharge. 

Sec. 8. Preference-eligible status for mem-
bers of the Armed Forces who 
receive sole survivorship dis-
charge. 

Sec. 9. Repeal of dollar limitation on con-
tributions to funeral trusts. 

Sec. 10. Effective dates. 
SEC. 2. CONTINUED PAYMENT OF BONUSES AND 

SIMILAR BENEFITS FOR MEMBERS 
OF THE ARMED FORCES WHO RE-
CEIVE SOLE SURVIVORSHIP DIS-
CHARGE. 

(a) EFFECT OF SOLE SURVIVORSHIP DIS-
CHARGE.—Section 303a(e) of title 37, United 
States Code, is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘A mem-
ber’’ and inserting ‘‘(A) Except as provided in 
paragraph (2), a member’’; 

(2) by redesignating paragraph (2) as sub-
paragraph (B) of paragraph (1); and 

(3) by inserting after paragraph (1), as so 
amended, the following new paragraph (2): 

‘‘(2)(A) If a member of the uniformed serv-
ices receives a sole survivorship discharge, 
the Secretary concerned— 

‘‘(i) shall not require repayment by the 
member of the unearned portion of any 
bonus, incentive pay, or similar benefit pre-
viously paid to the member; and 

‘‘(ii) may grant an exception to the re-
quirement to terminate the payment of any 
unpaid amounts of a bonus, incentive pay, or 
similar benefit if the Secretary concerned 
determines that termination of the payment 
of the unpaid amounts would be contrary to 
a personnel policy or management objective, 
would be against equity and good conscience, 
or would be contrary to the best interests of 
the United States. 

‘‘(B) In this paragraph, the term ‘sole sur-
vivorship discharge’ means the separation of 
a member from the Armed Forces, at the re-
quest of the member, pursuant to the De-
partment of Defense policy permitting the 
early separation of a member who is the only 
surviving child in a family in which— 

‘‘(i) the father or mother or one or more 
siblings— 

‘‘(I) served in the Armed Forces; and 
‘‘(II) was killed, died as a result of wounds, 

accident, or disease, is in a captured or miss-
ing in action status, or is permanently 100 
percent disabled or hospitalized on a con-
tinuing basis (and is not employed gainfully 

because of the disability or hospitalization); 
and 

‘‘(ii) the death, status, or disability did not 
result from the intentional misconduct or 
willful neglect of the parent or sibling and 
was not incurred during a period of unau-
thorized absence.’’. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—In light of the ex-
traordinary discretion granted to the Sec-
retary of a military department by statute 
and policy to continue to pay the unpaid 
amounts of a bonus, incentive pay, or similar 
benefit otherwise due to a member of the 
Armed Forces under the jurisdiction of the 
Secretary who receives a sole survivorship 
discharge, it is the sense of Congress that 
the Secretaries of the military departments 
should aggressively use such discretion to 
the benefit of members receiving a sole sur-
vivorship discharge. 
SEC. 3. AVAILABILITY OF SEPARATION PAY FOR 

MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES 
WITH LESS THAN SIX YEARS OF AC-
TIVE SERVICE WHO RECEIVE SOLE 
SURVIVORSHIP DISCHARGE. 

Section 1174 of title 10, United States Code, 
is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsection (i) as sub-
section (j); and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (h) the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(i) SPECIAL RULE FOR MEMBERS RECEIVING 
SOLE SURVIVORSHIP DISCHARGE.—(1) A mem-
ber of the Armed Forces who receives a sole 
survivorship discharge shall be entitled to 
separation pay under this section even 
though the member has completed less than 
six years of active service immediately be-
fore that discharge. Subsection (e) shall not 
apply to a member who receives a sole survi-
vorship discharge. 

‘‘(2) The amount of the separation pay to 
be paid to a member pursuant to this sub-
section shall be based on the years of active 
service actually completed by the member 
before the member’s sole survivorship dis-
charge. 

‘‘(3) In this subsection, the term ‘sole sur-
vivorship discharge’ means the separation of 
a member from the Armed Forces, at the re-
quest of the member, pursuant to the De-
partment of Defense policy permitting the 
early separation of a member who is the only 
surviving child in a family in which— 

‘‘(A) the father or mother or one or more 
siblings— 

‘‘(i) served in the Armed Forces; and 
‘‘(ii) was killed, died as a result of wounds, 

accident, or disease, is in a captured or miss-
ing in action status, or is permanently 100 
percent disabled or hospitalized on a con-
tinuing basis (and is not employed gainfully 
because of the disability or hospitalization); 
and 

‘‘(B) the death, status, or disability did not 
result from the intentional misconduct or 
willful neglect of the parent or sibling and 
was not incurred during a period of unau-
thorized absence.’’. 
SEC. 4. TRANSITIONAL HEALTH CARE FOR MEM-

BERS OF THE ARMED FORCES WHO 
RECEIVE SOLE SURVIVORSHIP DIS-
CHARGE. 

Section 1145(a)(2) of title 10, United States 
Code, is amended by adding at the end the 
following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(E) A member who receives a sole survi-
vorship discharge (as defined in section 
1174(i) of this title).’’. 
SEC. 5. TRANSITIONAL COMMISSARY AND EX-

CHANGE BENEFITS FOR MEMBERS 
OF THE ARMED FORCES WHO RE-
CEIVE SOLE SURVIVORSHIP DIS-
CHARGE. 

Section 1146 of title 10, United States Code, 
is amended— 
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