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THE NEED FOR OFFSHORE 

DRILLING 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 29, 2008 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, with today’s high price of gasoline, I 
would like to insert into the RECORD an article 
from the Baytown Sun which highlights the 
need for additional domestic resources 
through offshore drilling. 
[From the Fort Worth Star-Telegram, Jun. 

20, 2008] 

OFFSHORE DRILLING 

Led by President Bush and Sen. John 
McCain, a growing number of politicians say 
they are willing to drop strict environmental 
protections to allow more offshore drilling 
for oil. Our response: ‘‘what took y’all so 
long?’’ 

It’s pretty clear to most of us on the Sun 
editorial board that when it comes to en-
ergy, what we really need is to produce 
more, use less, and find new sources of 
power. 

This nation cannot afford to put off serious 
energy reform any longer. Let’s start with 
more domestic drilling by lifting the 27-year- 
old federal ban on offshore drilling. The mor-
atorium applies to all federal waters, which 
extend three miles from the coastlines. 

However, offshore drilling is no panacea. It 
certainly doesn’t provide a short-term an-
swer to the high gasoline prices that have 
angered Americans. It would take up to five 
years to start pumping significant amounts 
of oil from new wells. 

But it’s a step in the right direction. Work-
ing Americans rightly believe their govern-
ment has a duty to finally assure the energy 
security of this country. 

All across this state and nation, people are 
hurting. Small farmers, truckers, and taxi 
drivers are unable to cover costs. Small busi-
ness owners are struggling to meet payroll. 
The cost of living is rising, and the value of 
paychecks is falling. All of this is in large 
part because the price of oil is too high, and 
the supply of oil is too uncertain. 

The American people have had enough of 
high gas prices and our government’s unwill-
ingness to take care of us. 

According to the U.S. Department of the 
Interior and Congressman Ted Poe, there are 
approximately 420 trillion cubic feet of nat-
ural gas and more than 86 billion barrels of 
oil yet to be discovered along the Outer Con-
tinental Shelf in the lower 48 States. That is 
enough oil or natural gas to: 

Maintain current oil production for 87 
years and current natural gas production for 
68 years; 

Produce gasoline for 116 million cars and 
heating oil for 47 million homes for 15 years; 

Replace current imports from the Persian 
Gulf for 59 years; 

Produce sufficient natural gas to heat 75 
million homes for 60 years; 

And supply current industrial and commer-
cial needs for 29 years or supply electricity 
generating needs for 55 years. 

We are the only country in the world that 
does not fully cultivate their oil and natural 
gas resources. There is absolutely no good 
reason why we cannot expand current off-
shore drilling in the Gulf of Mexico to the 
coasts of Florida, California and the eastern 
seaboard. 

TRIBUTE TO MARVIN HAMMOND 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 29, 2008 

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, Marvin 
Hammond, a longtime friend, has now retired 
for the second time, first from Knoxville Utili-
ties Board, and now from the Hallsdale-Powell 
Utility District. 

I did all sorts of odd jobs as a boy—selling 
programs and refreshments at ball games, 
mowing yards—but my first hourly-pay job was 
as a groundskeeper at Holston-Chilhowee Ball 
Park in East Knoxville. 

I was 15, and I made $1.00 an hour. My 
first boss was a 19-year-old named Marvin 
Hammond. He worked under Coach Raleigh 
Johnson, but Marvin was the one who told me 
what to do. 

From that time in the early 1960s, I have 
thought of Marvin Hammond as one of the fin-
est men I have ever known. 

He went from his job as manager of Holston 
High School athletic teams to a position as a 
trainer in the Cincinnati Reds Farm System 
and got to know many of the all-time great 
baseball players, such as Pete Rose and oth-
ers. 

He spent most of his career as an executive 
with the Knoxville Utilities Board. He was one 
of the most popular and respected employees 
of KUB. 

I remember my first race for Congress in 
1988 when he was driving me and some other 
people on a campaign swing to some distant 
parts in our district. 

One of the other campaigners, jokingly but 
pretending to be serious, complained about 
his ‘‘huge’’ utility bill. Marvin, very concerned, 
said, ‘‘Lance, How much was it?’’ When Lance 
replied ‘‘$36,’’ Marvin almost ran off the road. 

I remember another time when I was a 
judge, Marvin found that I was Cubmaster of 
a Cub Scout troop. He told me he could get 
several canoes from another church and he 
knew some people who owned a dairy farm 
45 miles away with a big lake on it. 

He spent his whole day getting the canoes, 
helping the boys tour the farm, do the canoe 
rides, cook out, and then load everything back 
up for the return. 

When I was first starting my law practice 
and needing to make some money, Marvin 
told me he was head of off-campus instruction 
in Knoxville for Walters State Community Col-
lege. 

He hired me, for $500 a semester, to teach 
political science, I believe for three semesters. 
Many of the students were police officers, 
which also helped me in my law practice. 

So, you can see, Madam Speaker, that 
Marvin Hammond has had a big influence on 
my life. I am very grateful to him. 

But he has helped so many people over the 
years, and I am certain he has made his com-
munity and the Nation much better by all he 
has done. 

Sandra Clark, another longtime friend and 
the publisher of the Halls Shopper News, has 
written a column in tribute to Marvin Ham-
mond. I would like to have it reprinted in the 
RECORD and call it to the attention of my col-
leagues and others. 

[From the Shopper-News, July 21, 2008] 

MISSING MARVIN 

If ever there was a man who opted to wear 
out rather than rust out, it is Marvin Ham-
mond. 

He’s retired again, but don’t count on it 
sticking with Marvin. 

A crisis in Maynardville left folks without 
water over the Fourth of July holiday. City 
officials asked Hallsdale-Powell Utility Dis-
trict for help, and Hammond was quick to re-
spond. ‘‘Hook them up,’’ he said, ‘‘and we’ll 
work out the paperwork later.’’ 

‘‘One man told me he had a shower for the 
first time in 10 days,’’ Hammond said last 
week. 

Utility districts network in order to sell 
water across systems when necessary. 
Maynardville Utility District had not tapped 
into HPUD’s new water plant on Norris 
Lake. There are issues with water pressure 
and leaks up there, but these are engineering 
concerns—fixable. 

Hammond had the vision to build a new 
water plant on Norris Lake and to expand 
the one on Melton Hill Lake. Hallsdale-Pow-
ell customers won’t be running out of water. 
And Hammond leaves the district in a posi-
tion to sell water to our neighbors. 

Hammond was named president of HPUD 
in 2000. He took the title president emeritus 
last week as Darren Cardwell was elevated to 
the top job. Cardwell is just the third leader 
of HPUD, the district built by general man-
ager Allan Gill of Powell. 

Hammond, who earlier had retired from 
KUB, found a district with money in the 
bank and low rates; he left a district in debt 
with substantially higher rates. 

Construction foreman Greg McCloud said 
it best: ‘‘Hallsdale was getting bigger (more 
customers), but we were not getting better.’’ 

Hammond set out to improve customer re-
lations and to build partnerships with regu-
latory bodies such as the Environmental 
Protection Agency and the Tennessee De-
partment of Environment and Conservation. 
He replaced much of the 150 miles of 2-inch 
galvanized water line and looked for leaks 
that were draining off 39 percent of HPUD’s 
treated water. He hired engineers and con-
sultants to upgrade the wastewater system 
and put a halt to violations at the treatment 
plant. 

Engineer Nick Jackson said no violations 
have been reported for 25 consecutive 
months, and HPUD will receive the Water 
Environment Association operational excel-
lence award this week at the WEA con-
ference in Knoxville. The award covers a 2- 
state region of Kentucky and Tennessee. 

Hammond is credited with development of 
a long range strategic plan which includes 
expanding HPUD’s service area. 

In 1999, HPUD served 21,780 customers with 
physical plant assets of $66 million. 

Today, the district serves 28,200 customers 
with physical plant assets of $144 million. 

Sometimes we just get lucky. 

Halls and Powell residents were blessed 
with the leadership of Allan Gill—a man 
with military bearing who brooked no non-
sense and built a water system through grit 
and willpower. 

Likewise, we were blessed with the leader-
ship of Marvin Hammond—a man with vision 
for the future and the courage to raise the 
rates to pay for progress. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE NATIONAL 

INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 29, 2008 

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) and the important research it is 
doing. The federal government’s investment in 
NIH research regularly pays tremendous divi-
dends to the American taxpayer. Federal fund-
ing supports NIH—to conduct biomedical re-
search at its Maryland campus as well as re-
search conducted at hundreds of medical cen-
ters, independent research laboratories, and 
colleges and universities across the country. 
Today, I would like to highlight research being 
done at NIH to alleviate the economic and 
personal suffering caused by Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. 

Alzheimer’s disease, one of the most fright-
ening memory-robbing disorders, interferes 
with the lives of 2.5 to 5 million older Ameri-
cans, including over 200,000 people under the 
age of 65. Individuals with Alzheimer’s disease 
may have trouble recalling addresses, major 
events, and the names of their own family 
members. Making meals and managing fi-
nances can become difficult. Over time, prob-
lems with memory and thinking get even 
worse. Alzheimer’s disease costs the United 
States almost $150 billion in medical care and 
lost productivity each year. With an aging pop-
ulation, this number will continue to grow larg-
er and larger. By the year 2030, Alzheimer’s 
disease is predicted to affect 7.7 million peo-
ple in the United States over the age of 65. By 
2015, Medicare costs for beneficiaries with 
Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias are 
expected to more than double from $91 billion 
in 2005 to $189 billion. 

Fortunately, research funded by the NIH has 
helped generate new treatments that can aid 
memory loss. Studies determined that a brain 
afflicted with Alzheimer’s disease contains de-
creased levels of acetylcholine, a chemical 
that aids in memory and thought. Based on 
this finding, researchers developed several 
medications now available, termed cholin-
esterase inhibitors, which attempt to maintain 
normal levels of acetylcholine and can aid 
memory, thinking, and functional abilities in 
some people with Alzheimer’s disease. While 
the effects of these drugs tend to be fairly 
short-lived and they do not stop the progres-
sion of the disease, they can be very helpful 
to some patients with Alzheimer’s disease. 

Moreover, great progress has been made in 
understanding the brain abnormalities that un-
derlie Alzheimer’s disease, thanks to research 
involving genetics, biochemistry, and cell biol-
ogy. Researchers are on the threshold of de-
veloping new treatments that target these 
flaws in an effort to preserve brain circuits and 
help maintain memory function in patients with 
Alzheimer’s disease. New drugs are being de-
veloped that target different biological path-
ways, which, following years of basic science 
research, have also been implicated in mem-
ory. With continued study, scientists believe a 
variety of improved treatments will be able to 
aid more people with memory impairments for 

longer periods of time and perhaps prevent 
the onset of Alzheimer’s disease or slow its 
progression. 

We have so much more to learn about the 
brain, and NIH-funded researchers nationwide, 
including in my own state of Idaho, are work-
ing to understand how it functions and to iden-
tify potential new therapies and treatments. 
That national research commitment gives the 
millions of people suffering from Alzheimer’s 
disease, and the millions more who care for 
them, hope that treatments for this devastating 
disease are on the horizon. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ALISON CHAMBERS 
AND ELLIE SAVERY 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 29, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the efforts of two young citizens, 
Alison Chambers and Ellie Savery, in rescuing 
two boys in West Lake Okoboji in Iowa. 

On Tuesday, July 15, at 1:30 p.m., Alison 
and Ellie noticed two swimmers calling for 
help in the choppy waters of West Lake 
Okoboji. The young women, trained lifeguards 
and swimmers on the Fort Dodge, Iowa High 
School team, reacted immediately and swam 
25 yards out to the stranded swimmers. Mo-
ments later, the young women returned the 
two boys safely back to the dock. Many of the 
bystanders praised Ellie and Alison for their 
heroic rescue after they got out of the water. 

The diligent effort of these young women is 
a testament to the bravery and compassion of 
Iowans; willing to do whatever is necessary for 
a neighbor in need. I commend them for their 
heroism and cooperation. I am honored to rep-
resent both of them in the United States Con-
gress, and wish each of them health and hap-
piness in the future. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LONNIE AND LIBBY 
WILLIAMS UPON THEIR 50TH 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 29, 2008 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, on 
behalf of the United States Congress, it is an 
honor for me to rise today in recognition of 
Lonnie and Libby Williams Upon their 50th 
wedding anniversary. 

Libby Barnes and Lonnie Williams began 
their courtship in 1956 in Milton, Florida. The 
two were introduced by Ms. Williams’s cousin 
and immediately started dating. The couple re-
calls with fondness the ‘‘Toot N Tell It’’ drive- 
in restaurant they often frequented and re-
members the days when their friends would 
congregate at the restaurant and ‘‘just talk.’’ 

At the time, Milton was still a small town— 
not the burgeoning city it is today—and, as the 
couple reminisces, ‘‘there wasn’t a lot to do.’’ 
Unperturbed by these geographic restrictions, 
the couple took advantage of the religious op-

portunities in the area and often attended the 
Pace Assembly of God Church together. After 
dating for 2 years, the couple was married on 
August 22, 1958. 

The Williamses have been blessed with a 
wonderful, large family. With four children and 
eight grandchildren, Lonnie and Libby Williams 
are constantly active and reminded of their 
good fortune. The couple cites their faith as 
the center point of their relationship and ad-
vises that the secret to marital bliss is to 
‘‘never go to bed angry.’’ 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I am proud to recognize Mr. 
and Mrs. Williams on their 50th wedding anni-
versary. They are truly an outstanding family 
and an asset to the First District of Florida. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. JOHN M. McHUGH 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 29, 2008 

Mr. McHUGH. Madam Speaker, I submit the 
following: 

Requesting Member: Congressman JOHN M. 
MCHUGH. 

Bill Number: H.R. 6599. 
Account: Military Construction, Army. 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Con-

gressman JOHN M. MCHUGH. 
Address of Requesting Entity: 2366 Rayburn 

House Office Building, Washington, DC 
20515. 

Provide an earmark of $6.9 million for 
Project Number 57711 to construct a fire sta-
tion at Fort Drum, New York. The entity to re-
ceive funding for this project is Fort Drum, lo-
cated in Watertown, New York 13601. The 
funding will be used for military construction to 
help meet installation health and safety re-
quirements. 

f 

CELEBRATING CARIBBEAN- 
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 29, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and celebrate Caribbean-Amer-
ican Heritage Month and the wonderful impli-
cations it has for how far this country has 
come. To have a month in which we solely 
celebrate the contributions of those who have 
been oppressed and were deemed unequal by 
the very country they helped to build is rec-
ognition by the Congress of the United States 
that this great country is better and brighter 
because of their presence. Caribbean-Amer-
ican Heritage Month has given us the oppor-
tunity as a nation to recognize the everyday 
heroes in the Caribbean community that bring 
their hope, joy, and immeasurable talents to 
America. 

When celebrating Caribbean-American Her-
itage Month in June we have the opportunity 
to more clearly illuminate the great economic 
disparities that are a reality in the Caribbean. 
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