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This bill recognizes not only the importance 

of an organization such as the Special Olym-
pics, but also its effects. Children and adults 
with intellectual disabilities who participate in 
Special Olympics develop improved physical 
fitness and motor skills, greater self-con-
fidence and a more positive self-image. These 
competitors grow not only physically, but men-
tally, and emotionally. In the process new 
powerful ties are made between individuals 
and between nations regardless of the barriers 
of language and geography. 

This legislation will express the desire of 
Congress to recognize the tireless compassion 
of those volunteers and coaches working with 
the Special Olympics, as well as the 
unshakeable bravery of its athletes. Through 
its 40 years of service the Special Olympics 
has helped millions of intellectually disabled 
children and adults to find their true voice. 

Whether it is through their 40 years of inter-
national competition, or their work regionally, 
where chapters such as Special Olympics 
Texas work to bring out both athleticism and 
joy from the intellectually disabled in 21 
sports, this organization has shown a commit-
ment to bringing out the best in both volunteer 
and competitor alike. To think that from a 
small summer day camp for intellectually chal-
lenged children and adults could evolve into a 
world-wide organization, is a testament to the 
lasting vision of Eunice Kennedy Shriver, its 
founder, and the commitment of volunteers, 
such as the 40,000 from Texas, to this dream. 

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, we 
have no further speakers and we yield 
back our time. 

Mr. BERMAN. I yield back my time, 
Madam Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
BERMAN) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1279. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CALLING ON CHINA TO END 
HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES PRIOR 
TO THE OLYMPICS 
Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 1370) calling on 
the Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China to immediately end abuses 
of the human rights of its citizens, to 
cease repression of Tibetan and Uighur 
citizens, and to end its support for the 
Governments of Sudan and Burma to 
ensure that the Beijing 2008 Olympic 
Games take place in an atmosphere 
that honors the Olympic traditions of 
freedom and openness, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1370 

Whereas the relationship between the 
United States and the People’s Republic of 

China is one of the most important and com-
plex in global affairs; 

Whereas in the context of this complex re-
lationship, the promotion of human rights 
and political freedoms in the People’s Repub-
lic of China is a central goal of United States 
foreign policy towards China; 

Whereas increased protection and stronger 
guarantees of human rights and political 
freedoms in the People’s Republic of China 
would improve the relationship between the 
United States and the People’s Republic of 
China; 

Whereas the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games 
will be held from August 8, 2008, through Au-
gust 24, 2008; 

Whereas the United States should continue 
to advance its policy goal of improved 
human rights and political freedoms in the 
People’s Republic of China in the context of 
the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games; 

Whereas all Olympic athletes deserve to 
participate in a competition that takes place 
in an atmosphere that honors the Olympic 
traditions of freedom and openness; 

Whereas the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China committed to protect 
human rights, religious freedom, freedom of 
movement, and freedom of the press as part 
of its conditions for being named to host the 
Beijing 2008 Olympic Games; 

Whereas the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China issued temporary regula-
tions promising foreign media representa-
tives covering the Beijing 2008 Olympic 
Games that they could travel freely, with 
the exception of in the Tibet Autonomous 
Region, and did not require advance permis-
sion before interviewing Chinese citizens 
during the period of January 1, 2007, to Octo-
ber 18, 2008; 

Whereas the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China has failed to abide by 
many provisions of those regulations and has 
restricted foreign media by— 

(1) detaining 15 journalists in 2007 for ac-
tivities permitted by the new regulations; 

(2) refusing to allow foreign media rep-
resentatives access to Tibetan areas of 
China, including those areas outside of the 
Tibet Autonomous Region covered by the 
pledge of free access, to report on the March 
2008 protests and the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China’s violent crackdown 
against Tibetans in those areas; and 

(3) interfering with foreign media rep-
resentatives and their Chinese employees 
who were hired within China, such that 40 
percent of foreign correspondents have re-
ported government interference with their 
attempts to cover the news in China; 

Whereas in advance of the Beijing 2008 
Olympic Games, there are widespread reports 
that the Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China has refused to grant visas or 
entry to individuals because of their polit-
ical views, beliefs, writings, association, reli-
gion, and ethnicity; 

Whereas Chinese citizens and foreign visi-
tors in China for the Beijing 2008 Olympic 
Games will not have free access to informa-
tion if the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China continues to engage in block-
ing of overseas websites and other forms of 
Internet filtering and censorship; 

Whereas the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games 
will not take place in an atmosphere of free-
dom if the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China continues to limit the free-
doms of speech, press, religion, movement, 
association, and assembly of its citizens and 
visitors, including political dissidents, pro-
testers, petitioners, the disabled, religious 
activists, minorities, the homeless, and 
other people it considers undesirable; 

Whereas despite the Government of the 
People’s Republic of China’s repeated pledges 
to the international community that the 
prevention and treatment of HIV/AIDS are a 
national priority, HIV/AIDS activists and 
their organizations remain targets for re-
pression and harassment by Chinese authori-
ties; 

Whereas in the period preceding the Olym-
pics Games, Chinese security forces have de-
tained, threatened, and harassed HIV/AIDS 
and hepatitis advocates; shut down con-
ferences and meetings of Chinese and foreign 
HIV/AIDS experts; and closed AIDS organiza-
tions; 

Whereas the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China continues to ignore its 
international commitments to refugee pro-
tection, as evidenced by film footage record-
ing the shooting death of a Tibetan nun by 
Chinese border guards in October of 2006 and 
human rights groups’ reports citing in-
creased bounties offered for turning in North 
Korean refugees in 2008 to discourage border- 
crossing prior to the Olympic Games; 

Whereas workers in the People’s Republic 
of China are often exposed to exploitative 
and unsafe working conditions, including ex-
cessive exposure to dangerous machinery and 
chemicals; 

Whereas according to Amnesty Inter-
national, some Chinese companies withhold 
wages from workers for months while retain-
ing their ID cards to prevent them from se-
curing other work and, in the city of 
Shenzhen alone, an average of 13 factory 
workers a day lose a finger or an arm, and 
every 41⁄2 days a worker dies in a workplace 
accident; 

Whereas the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China has increased its persecu-
tion of the Falun Gong prior to the Olympic 
Games; 

Whereas the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China remains unwilling to in-
vite His Holiness the Dalai Lama to China to 
hold direct talks on a resolution on the issue 
of Tibet, despite calls from the international 
community to do so before the Olympic 
Games; 

Whereas the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China has had discussions with 
the representatives of the Dalai Lama, but 
has been unwilling to engage in substantive 
discussions on the future of Tibet and Tibet-
ans in China; 

Whereas the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China’s continued economic and 
political support for foreign governments 
that commit gross human rights violations, 
including those of Sudan and Burma, con-
tradicts the spirit of freedom and openness of 
the Olympic Games; 

Whereas it is the desire of the House of 
Representatives that the People’s Republic 
of China take the specific actions set forth 
herein so that the Beijing 2008 Olympic 
Games are successful and reflect positively 
on its host country; 

Whereas the Chinese Government limits 
most women to having one child and strictly 
controls the reproductive lives of Chinese 
citizens by systematic means that include 
mandatory monitoring of women’s reproduc-
tive cycles, mandatory contraception or 
sterilization, mandatory birth permits, coer-
cive fines for failure to comply, forced abor-
tion, and involuntary sterilization, and this 
coercive policy adversely affects Chinese 
women and has led to widespread sex-selec-
tive abortion; and 

Whereas on June 26, 2008, the Congres-
sional-Executive Commission on China pub-
lished on its Web site a well-documented list 
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of 734 political prisoners detained by the 
Government of China for exercising rights 
pertaining to peaceful assembly, freedom of 
religion, freedom of association, and free ex-
pression, which are rights guaranteed to 
them by China’s law and Constitution, or by 
international law, or both: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) calls on the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China to immediately end abuses 
of the human rights of its citizens, to cease 
repression of Tibetan and Uighur people, and 
to end its support for the Governments of 
Sudan and Burma to ensure that the Beijing 
2008 Olympic Games take place in an atmos-
phere that honors the Olympic traditions of 
freedom and openness; 

(2) calls on the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China to immediately release all 
those imprisoned or detained for non-
violently exercising their political and reli-
gious rights and their right to free expres-
sion, such as Hu Jia, who have been impris-
oned, detained, or harassed for seeking to 
hold China accountable to commitments to 
improve human rights conditions announced 
when bidding to host the Olympic Games, 
embodied in China’s own laws and regula-
tions, and in international agreements; 

(3) calls on the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China to honor its commitment 
to freedom of the press for foreign reporters 
in China before and during the Olympic 
Games, to make those commitments perma-
nent, and publicly to guarantee an imme-
diate end to the detention, harassment, and 
intimidation of both foreign and domestic 
reporters; 

(4) calls on the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China to permit visitors to 
China, including through the issuance of 
visas, for the period surrounding the Olym-
pics, regardless of religious background, be-
lief, or political opinion; 

(5) calls on the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China to guarantee freedom of 
movement within China during the period 
surrounding the Olympics for all visitors, 
participants, and journalists visiting China 
for the Olympics, and such freedom of move-
ment should include the freedom to visit 
Tibet, Xinjiang, China’s border regions, and 
all other areas of China without restriction 
and without special permits or advance no-
tice; 

(6) calls on the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China to guarantee access to in-
formation by Chinese citizens and foreign 
visitors, including full access to domestic 
and overseas broadcasts, print media, and 
websites that in the past may have been ex-
cluded, censored, jammed, or blocked; 

(7) calls on the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China to permit political dis-
sidents, protesters, petitioners, religious ac-
tivists, minorities, the disabled, the home-
less, and others to maintain their homes, 
usual locations, jobs, freedom of movement, 
and freedom to engage in peaceful activities 
during the period surrounding the Olympics; 

(8) calls on the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China to end the exploitative and 
dangerous conditions faced by Chinese work-
ers in many state enterprises and other com-
mercial entities; 

(9) calls on the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China to begin earnest negotia-
tions, without preconditions, directly with 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama or his rep-
resentatives, on the future of Tibet to pro-
vide for a mutually agreeable solution that 
addresses the legitimate grievances of, and 

provides genuine autonomy for, the Tibetan 
people; 

(10) calls on the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China to end its political, 
economic, and military support for the Gov-
ernment of Sudan until the violent attacks 
in Darfur have ceased and the Sudanese Gov-
ernment has allowed for the full deployment 
of the United Nations-African Union Mission 
peacekeeping force in Darfur; 

(11) calls on the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China to end its political, 
economic, and military support for the Gov-
ernment of Burma until democracy is re-
stored in Burma, human rights abuses have 
ceased, and Aung San Suu Kyi and other po-
litical prisoners of conscience are released; 

(12) calls on the President to make a 
strong public statement on China’s human 
rights situation prior to his departure to 
Beijing for the Olympic Games, to make a 
similar statement in Beijing and meet with 
the families of jailed prisoners of conscience, 
and to seek to visit Tibet and Xinjiang while 
in China to attend the Olympic Games; 

(13) calls on the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China to abandon its coer-
cive population control policy which in-
cludes forced abortion and involuntary steri-
lization; and 

(14) calls on the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China to review the polit-
ical prisoner list published by the Congres-
sional-Executive Commission on China with 
a view to releasing ill and aged prisoners on 
humanitarian grounds, and to releasing 
those imprisoned in violation of Chinese law 
or international human rights law. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. BERMAN) and the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the resolution under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 

in strong support of this resolution and 
I yield myself as much time as I may 
consume. 

Madam Speaker, despite commit-
ments by Beijing to improve human 
and political rights in the run-up to 
the 2008 Summer Olympics, the situa-
tion has not improved and in some 
cases has become far worse. Likewise 
in the past few months, China’s inter-
national behavior with respect to des-
picable regimes in Sudan and Burma 
has improved marginally at best. Bei-
jing remains these countries’ strongest 
supporter. 

Because of China’s failure to improve 
its record on supporting human rights 
at home and abroad, now is the time to 
call on China to take immediate, sub-
stantial and serious action if there is 
to be any hope that the Olympic games 
will take place in an atmosphere that 

honors the Olympic spirit of freedom 
and openness. 

This resolution does just that. It is a 
direct call to China by the House of 
Representatives to end human rights 
abuses, honor its commitments for 
freedom of the press and freedom of 
movement ahead of the Olympics, per-
mit peaceful political activities during 
the games, enter into direct discus-
sions with the Dalai Lama over the fu-
ture of Tibet, and end its political and 
economic support of the regimes in 
Sudan and Burma. 

President Bush has decided to go to 
the Olympics opening ceremony. 
Whether one agrees or disagrees with 
his decision, it is clear that the Presi-
dent should not pass up this oppor-
tunity to make a strong statement in 
support of human rights, one of our 
central policy goals. This resolution 
calls on the President to make such a 
statement before and during his trip to 
Beijing for the games. It is important 
for the House of Representatives to 
speak with one voice on the issue of 
human rights and political freedoms in 
China ahead of the Olympics. I strong-
ly support this resolution. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of this resolution which under-
scores Beijing’s broken promise to the 
International Olympic Committee and 
the international community. When 
Beijing was awarded the 2008 Summer 
Olympics, China’s leaders committed 
themselves to using this historic event 
as a catalyst to improve human rights 
for the citizens of the world’s most 
populous nation. By all credible ac-
counts, however, the human rights sit-
uation in China has not improved on 
the eve of the games. The Olympics has 
led China’s draconian security forces to 
further crack down on dissidents and 
increase repression of minority groups. 
The glimmer of gold from Olympic 
medals in Beijing cannot conceal a tar-
nished record of Chinese official spon-
sorship of dictatorial regimes in Sudan, 
Burma and North Korea. The shine of 
silver cannot blind us to the fact that 
the Beijing regime continues its bloody 
suppression of minority groups, includ-
ing the Tibetans. The brilliance of 
bronze cannot block out the repression 
of Falun Gong practitioners, Internet 
journalists, underground church believ-
ers and other political prisoners left to 
languish in the laogai forced labor 
camps and the vast prison system. 

In a report issued just yesterday, 
Amnesty International affirmed that 
in the last year alone, thousands of dis-
sidents, reformers and other inde-
pendent voices were arrested as part of 
a campaign by Chinese authorities to 
‘‘clean up’’ Beijing before the start of 
the Olympic games. According to the 
report, human rights activists have 
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been targeted in other parts of the 
country as well, with many of those ar-
rested and sentenced to manual labor 
without trial. Amnesty’s report cites 
the case of one activist who was ar-
rested earlier this month on charges of 
possessing state secrets, although it is 
believed that the arrest was prompted 
by his efforts to help the families of 
children killed in May’s earthquake 
bring a legal case against local au-
thorities. 

Amnesty’s deputy director in Asia 
said: ‘‘By continuing to persecute and 
punish those who speak out for human 
rights, the Chinese authorities have 
lost sight of the promises they made 
when they were granted the games 7 
years ago. The Chinese authorities are 
tarnishing the legacy of the games.’’ I 
agree with what he said. 

When it comes to the pursuit of 
democratic values and human rights, 
we remain a world divided with a 
dream unfulfilled for many in China 
and elsewhere. I urge my colleagues to 
join in sending the Chinese leadership a 
strong message. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I am 

pleased to yield 3 minutes to my col-
league from California (Ms. WOOLSEY). 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to thank Chairman BERMAN 
and Ranking Member CHABOT for the 
time and for their leadership on human 
rights issues as well as Ranking Mem-
ber ROS-LEHTINEN. I rise today in 
strong support of House Resolution 
1370. 

In about a week, all eyes will turn to 
China. Athletes from around the world 
will converge on Beijing, except, it ap-
pears, seven of the 10 Iraqi athletes 
who are not allowed into the country 
for some reason. Many world leaders— 
such as British Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown and German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel—are taking a very bold step 
next week by boycotting the opening 
ceremonies. I am still hoping that our 
President will reconsider his decision 
to attend in light of China’s poor 
human rights record. It’s no secret, 
Madam Speaker, that China has long 
sought to sweep its human rights viola-
tions under the rug. With the help of 
western companies, the Chinese gov-
ernment blocks or scrubs Web sites 
that it deems as troublemakers. Sites 
like CNN and certain Google searches 
are being censored. Try looking up 
Tiananmen Square while in China. No 
pictures of the 1989 student protest, 
certainly not the iconic picture of one 
man facing down a tank. In fact today 
many students at Beijing University 
couldn’t even identify the photo. 

Madam Speaker, as Chair of the 
Workforce Protections Subcommittee, 
I’m especially concerned about the 
treatment of Chinese workers. We have 
learned that reeducation labor camps 
and dire working conditions are the 
norm, not the exception, in China. This 

year’s Olympics offered China the op-
portunity to turn a corner, but instead 
China turned backward. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
resolution and call on the President to 
stand up for human rights in China. 

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH), the ranking 
member of the Subcommittee on Africa 
and Global Health and a long-standing 
champion of human rights in China and 
around the world. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I thank 
my good friend for yielding. I thank 
the chairman for bringing this impor-
tant resolution to the floor and thank 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT) 
for his fine leadership and that of 
Ranking Member ILEANA ROS- 
LEHTINEN. 

A few years ago, Madam Speaker, Liu 
Jingmin, vice president of the Beijing 
Olympic bid committee, famously as-
serted that ‘‘by allowing Beijing to 
host the games, you will help the de-
velopment of human rights.’’ At the 
time, the argument seemed plausible, 
at least to the naive, but in the long 
run-up to the Olympics the reality has 
been numbingly disappointing and yet 
another wake-up call concerning bogus 
promises made for political and finan-
cial gain by the Beijing dictatorship. 
The pre-Olympic crackdown on polit-
ical dissidents and religious believers 
and the crushing of cyber-dissidents is 
yet another antithetical manifestation 
to everything that is sane, compas-
sionate or just. 

In recent months, the Chinese gov-
ernment has been filling its jails, house 
arresting, surveilling and warning all 
known dissidents. These men and 
women are persecuted simply because 
they seek to exercise fundamental 
human freedoms guaranteed by the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
and ironically by the Chinese constitu-
tion itself. Tragically but predictably, 
the Olympics have been the occasion of 
a massive crackdown designed to si-
lence and put beyond reach all those 
Chinese whose views differ from the 
government line. For so many brave 
Chinese men and women, for the Tibet-
ans, many of them Buddhist monks and 
nuns, for members of Falun Gong, Chi-
nese Christians, Uighur Muslims, de-
mocracy and labor activists and others, 
this has been a terrible summer, not in 
spite of but precisely because of the 
Olympic games. The fact is this is a re-
proach to the International Olympic 
Committee and to all those who believe 
in fundamental human rights. 

As we meet here, right now in HC–7 
several key human rights leaders, in-
cluding the great Harry Wu and Wei 
Jingsheng, are speaking out against 
the atrocities committed with impu-
nity by the government of China. I 
would note parenthetically that Wei 
was let out of prison—Wei, father of 
the Democracy Wall movement—sim-

ply to try to garner Olympics 2000. 
When the government didn’t get that 
from the Olympic committee, they re-
arrested Wei Jingsheng and tortured 
him almost to death. That is the re-
ality of the people we’re dealing with. 

In fact, let me just point out to my 
colleagues that any number of the Chi-
nese government’s human rights viola-
tions should have been a deal-stopper 
for the International Olympic Com-
mittee. Take the one-child-per-couple 
policy, Madam Speaker, with its at-
tendant evils of forced abortion and 
rampant sex-selective abortion. In ef-
fect since 1979, the one-child-per-couple 
policy constitutes one of the gravest 
crimes against women and children in 
all of human history, and our resolu-
tion before us today has appropriate 
language condemning that atrocity. 

The Chinese government massively 
violates Chinese women with a state 
policy of mandatory monitoring of all 
Chinese women’s reproductive cycles, 
mandatory birth permits, mandatory 
contraception or sterilization, and ru-
inous fines up to 10 times the annual 
salary of both husband and wife if they 
don’t comply with the one-child-per- 
couple policy. This policy has imposed 
unspeakable pain, violence, humilia-
tion and degradation on hundreds of 
millions of Chinese women, many of 
whom suffer life-long depression as a 
direct consequence. It is no wonder 
more women commit suicide in China 
than anywhere else in the world. 

As a direct result of this egregious 
human rights violation, tens of mil-
lions of girls are missing today, dead, 
due to sex-selective abortions, creating 
a huge gender disparity, a new dark 
manifestation of genocide which is per-
haps more appropriately called 
gendercide. 

b 1130 

The lost girls of China, and the esti-
mates are between 50 to 100 million lost 
girls, murdered simply because they 
were girls. 

Madam Speaker, 3 weeks ago, FRANK 
WOLF and I visited Beijing in order to 
press for respect of fundamental human 
rights. The Chinese Secret Police 
threatened eight human rights lawyers 
with whom we had planned to meet for 
dinner in a public restaurant and 
placed several of them under house ar-
rest. 

We did, let me conclude with this, 
present the Chinese government with a 
list of people, 734 prisoners, a short list 
by Chinese standards, of people who are 
advocating for democracy and freedom. 
And with the Olympics now underway, 
we ask again, let those people and all 
like-minded human rights activists 
who languish and are tortured in pris-
on, please let them go. 

The resolution is a great one, and de-
serves everyone’s support. 

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 
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Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, I 

would like to yield 4 minutes to the 
gentleman from the great State of In-
diana (Mr. PENCE) who is the ranking 
member of the Subcommittee on the 
Middle East and South Asia. 

Mr. PENCE. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding; thank him for his strong 
moral leadership on this issue. And I 
want to commend the ranking member 
and the chairman of the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee for having the moral 
courage to bring this resolution to the 
House before Congress adjourns. 

It is important that we speak truth 
to power. And with the 2008 Olympics 
in Beijing about to begin, it is impor-
tant that the people of the United 
States be heard on our ideals, as ath-
letes from around the globe and global 
media descend on China. 

It is important that we say, as the 
late Tom Lantos, chairman of this 
committee, said in a hearing last year, 
a few months before his death, ‘‘China 
is a police state.’’ 

I personally believe that the selec-
tion of China as the site of the 2008 
Olympic Games was a historic error. 
The Olympics is a symbol of the human 
spirit, and in that regard, a symbol of 
human freedom. And this police state, 
therefore, is precisely the wrong venue 
for a celebration of human dignity and 
the human spirit. 

And so I commend to my colleagues 
support for H. Res. 1370. I am particu-
larly grateful for the call on the gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of 
China to end abuses of human rights, 
to release those imprisoned for polit-
ical and religious expression, and also 
challenging China to honor its commit-
ment to freedom of the press of foreign 
reporters. 

But I must say, while there is much 
talk in the media today about the 
crowd of smog hanging over Beijing as 
these games approach, let me say from 
my heart, the real cloud over the Bei-
jing Olympics is the horror of forced 
abortion. And therefore, I am espe-
cially grateful to Congressman CHRIS 
SMITH, from whom we just heard, for 
adding an important amendment to 
this resolution noting that, whereas 
the Chinese government limits most 
women to having one child and strictly 
controls the reproductive lives of Chi-
nese citizens by systematic means that 
include mandatory monitoring of wom-
en’s reproductive cycles, mandatory 
sterilization and contraception, man-
datory birth permits, coercive fines for 
failure to comply and the like, that 
this legislation will call on Congress 
to—excuse me—call on the People’s Re-
public of China to immediately end the 
practice of forced abortion. 

And make no mistake about it, Chi-
na’s policy requires that unpermitted 
babies be aborted. Article 25 of the 
Henan Province Population and Family 
Planning Regulations reads: ‘‘Under 
any of the following conditions, nec-

essary remedial measures shall be 
taken and pregnancy terminated under 
the guidance of family planning tech-
nical service workers: Pregnancy out of 
wedlock, pregnancy without a certifi-
cate, or where the party already has 
one child.’’ 

In the committee, Madam Speaker, 
we heard the most horrific stories of 
these so-called family planning tech-
nical service workers literally break-
ing into homes, dragging women in 
their ninth month of pregnancies off to 
clinics, forcing abortions on them and, 
in one case after another, going to hor-
rific means to ensure that the newly 
born child’s life had been completely 
snuffed out. There is not time in this 
debate to recount those instances, but 
they are legion in China, and they are 
the result of heartbreak among tens of 
millions of that country of good and 
decent people. 

And so I commend the chairman of 
this committee, Mr. BERMAN, for his 
leadership. I commend Mr. CHABOT for 
his leadership, and especially the gen-
tleman from New Jersey, a leading 
voice for the sanctity of life in the 
United States of America, for ensuring 
that this legislation, this resolution 
comes before the Olympics, that we 
speak truth to power to the People’s 
Republic of China; that here in the 
United States of America, the people of 
this country will say, with one voice, 
we believe in freedom and we believe in 
life, and we reject the policy of forced 
abortion in China, and urge them to do 
likewise at this time. 

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
continue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from 
Texas, a former judge, Mr. POE, an es-
teemed member of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, and the author of 
China-related resolutions, part of 
which were incorporated into this 
measure. 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
total support of this resolution today. 
And I want to thank the chairman for 
including language from one of my pro-
posals regarding worker exploitation to 
the bill being considered today. 

Having been to China, I have seen 
firsthand how the Chinese government 
runs roughshod over its people and 
abuses their basic rights. 

Earlier this year, Madam Speaker, I 
introduced a resolution condemning 
the government of China for not only 
its inhumane working conditions, but 
also for the exportation of unsafe goods 
like lead toys and pet food to the 
United States, and for the poor envi-
ronmental policy that affects the en-
tire globe. I hope the committee will 
soon consider the Chinese policy of ex-
porting harmful products to the United 
States and other parts of the world. 

However, the Olympic Games begin 
next week, and I believe it is critical to 

remind the government of China that 
it is a member of the world commu-
nity, and the world is watching how 
China treats its citizens. China has a 
social and moral responsibility to pro-
vide basic rights to all of its citizens, 
especially in the workplace. 

In June of 2007, it was discovered that 
hundreds of people, including women 
and small children, were forced to work 
in hot brick-making factories, suf-
fering from brutal beatings and con-
finement equal to imprisonment. 

According to Amnesty International, 
there are instances where Chinese com-
panies withhold wages from the work-
ers for months at a time, refuse to give 
them ID cards. Without an ID card, it 
prevents that worker from securing 
work someplace else. 

In the city of Shenzhen alone, in an 
average day, 13 factory workers lose an 
arm or some other body member, and 
every 4 days a worker dies in a work-
place accident. And Madam Speaker, 
this is just in one city in China. 

I stand with the Chinese people who 
have been subjected to inhumane work-
ing conditions, and call on the govern-
ment to end the dangerous conditions 
faced by these workers. If China ex-
pects to gain the respect of the global 
community, China must earn that re-
spect from its own citizens first, and 
that requires reforming their inhu-
mane working conditions and respect-
ing basic human rights of their own 
people. 

And once again, I want to thank the 
chairman for bringing this to the 
House floor. 

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I am 
pleased to yield to the Speaker of the 
House, who came up with the idea for 
having this resolution at this par-
ticular time, our Speaker, NANCY 
PELOSI, for 1 minute. 

Ms. PELOSI. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for his comments. 
I thank him for bringing this legisla-
tion, salute him and the ranking mem-
ber of the committee, Congresswoman 
ROS-LEHTINEN, for her ongoing per-
sistent advocacy for human rights 
throughout the world. I thank you for 
you leadership as well, Mr. BERMAN, 
Mr. Chairman. 

I rise today in strong support of this 
resolution calling on the Chinese gov-
ernment to end its human rights 
abuses in China and Tibet so that the 
Olympic Games can take place in an 
atmosphere that honors the Olympic 
traditions of freedom and openness. 

I thank Chairman BERMAN again and 
Ranking Member ROS-LEHTINEN for 
bringing the resolution to the floor. 
With passage of this resolution, the 
House will speak with one voice about 
the conditions in China and Tibet on 
the eve of the Olympic Games. 

Madam Speaker, the Olympic charter 
states that the Olympics should pro-
mote ‘‘a peaceful society concerned 
with the preservation of human dig-
nity.’’ The reality is that human rights 
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abuses committed by Chinese authori-
ties are worsening in the weeks and 
months before the Olympics. 

In exchange for the privilege of 
hosting the Olympic Games, the Chi-
nese government made commitments 
on freedom of the press, human rights 
and on the environment. Many of these 
commitments have been violated re-
peatedly and blatantly. Both foreign 
and domestic journalists have been 
harassed, threatened and detained. 
Human rights defenders and activists 
have been arrested and imprisoned at 
an alarming rate in recent months. 

The dialog between the Chinese gov-
ernment and the representatives of His 
Holiness, the Dalai Lama, have gone 
nowhere. Thousands of peaceful Tibet-
ans still languish in prisons in the 
aftermath of the protest that began in 
March. Chinese authorities have 
stepped up the so-called ‘‘patriotic edu-
cation’’ campaigns that require Ti-
betan Buddhists, regardless of their 
true thoughts, to publicly denounce 
the Dalai Lama. 

The violations of human rights do 
not end on China’s borders. On the 
international front, the Chinese gov-
ernment continues to support the geno-
cidal regime in Sudan and the military 
junta in Burma. Their actions run 
counter to our interests of promoting 
peace, stability and morality in the 
world. The situation in the Sudan 
would change drastically if the Chinese 
government would cooperate at the 
U.N. and send that message to the Su-
danese government. 

It is in this context that President 
Bush is traveling to China to attend 
the Olympic Games. To my knowledge, 
a sitting President of the United States 
has never attended an Olympics on for-
eign soil. That gives the President tre-
mendous leverage with the Chinese 
government as he gives them tremen-
dous face by attending the opening 
ceremonies of the Olympics. 

I have no objection to the President 
attending the Olympic Games. I do 
hope, though, that with all of the face, 
for lack of a better word, that the Chi-
nese government will receive by his 
participation in the opening ceremony, 
that he will take the opportunity to 
use his leverage to speak very force-
fully to the Chinese regime, not only 
about human rights in China and 
Tibet, of course that is a top priority, 
but also about the barriers to U.S. 
products going into China, about the 
dangers that are foisted upon our chil-
dren and the American people by the 
lack of safety and the production of 
food. 

It is important for the body to know, 
and I am sure others have made the 
point, that the President recently met 
with some advocates for human rights 
in China and Tibet. I was very proud 
that they had the opportunity to meet 
with the President in the White House, 
and I thank the President for doing 
that. 

But shortly after the President had 
the meeting, two of these people were 
detained on the way to a meeting with 
our colleagues, Congressman SMITH and 
Congressman WOLF, FRANK WOLF of 
Virginia. 

So the message has to be, I think, 
clear to the Chinese government. We 
have concerns about jobs. We have con-
cerns about U.S. jobs fleeing to China 
without opening of their markets to 
our products. We have concerns about 
human rights in China and Tibet. We 
want to work with the Chinese govern-
ment to fight global warming. There 
are areas where we can have a level of 
cooperation. 

But if we give them that level of re-
spect by having the President of the 
United States be at the opening cere-
mony of the Olympic Games, it is im-
portant for the President, when he is 
there, to deliver a strong message of 
concerns that we have in our country. 

I hope that we can have a brilliant 
future with China. Mr. SMITH and Mr. 
WOLF and I have been trying for over 20 
years, haven’t we, been making this 
fight on human rights, as well as oth-
ers in this body, and our dear friend, 
Mr. Lantos, as well. 

They told us 19 years ago, at the time 
of Tiananmen Square, if only we would 
engage economically with China, then 
human rights would improve there, de-
mocratization would take place, mar-
kets would be open to our products. 
But that just really hasn’t happened. 

Here we are 19 years later. The Olym-
pic Committee honored China by giv-
ing them the opportunity to host these 
Olympic Games. The President of the 
United States is honoring them by at-
tending the opening ceremonies. It is 
very important that the opportunity 
afforded to China be met with respon-
sible behavior on their part in terms of 
human rights in China and Tibet. 

So I hope that the President will not 
miss the opportunity, that historic, 
that has wide-ranging consequences, 
and which will be viewed with such 
favorability should he deliver the mes-
sage when he is there. 

The President is well known for his 
support of freedom of religion. That is 
a commitment that he has made 
throughout the world, and it is one 
that I hope that he will carry with him 
to China as well. 

b 1145 
With that, again, I thank the gen-

tleman and Congresswoman ROS- 
LEHTINEN for bringing this to the floor. 

I am very thrilled that the Congress 
of the United States will speak with 
one voice on this important subject. I 
know the struggle for human rights is 
a long one, but we did not expect the 
Olympics to result in a situation where 
they were worsened in China instead of 
improved, as was the promise. 

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I appreciate the Speaker’s words rel-
ative to China. The Speaker has a very 
tough job, and with that job goes 
praise and criticism. I know many of 
us, including myself, have been critical 
of the Speaker for not allowing, for ex-
ample, a vote on ANWR on the floor of 
this House and we certainly think that 
we ought to have that vote. 

But I want to praise the Speaker on 
her speaking out when she was on a 
trip in India on a codel and she spoke 
out when the crackdown on Tibet was 
occurring, the scandalous, outrageous 
crackdown on Tibet was occurring. The 
Speaker spoke out, and I issued a press 
release and also a personal letter 
thanking her for speaking out on be-
half of our country. I think it was the 
right thing for her to do, and I think it 
took a lot of courage for the Speaker of 
the House to actually speak out on be-
half of Tibetans who are undergoing 
considerable civil rights, human rights 
abuses. 

The fact is, there are still, according 
to a recent article, at least 1,000 Tibet-
ans that are unaccounted for because 
of this crackdown by the PRC, by Com-
munist China. This is a very serious 
issue, and I’m glad that we’re taking 
up this resolution. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I 

continue to reserve my time. 
Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, I 

would like to yield 3 minutes to the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF) 
who is the cochair of the Congressional 
Human Rights Caucus and who re-
cently traveled to China. 

Mr. WOLF. I thank the gentleman. I 
thank him for yielding. 

I want to thank Mr. BERMAN and 
Congresswoman ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
and Mr. CHABOT for bringing the bill 
up. 

I also want to thank President Bush 
for meeting yesterday with the dis-
sidents, and I know they were probably 
passionate with him to explain how im-
portant it is to speak out. 

I also want to second what Mr. 
CHABOT said about the Speaker. I ap-
preciate Speaker PELOSI raising this 
issue on human rights and religious 
freedom in China. There is tremendous 
persecution. Catholic bishops are in 
jail. A large number of house church 
leaders are still in jail. As Mr. SMITH 
said, there is a list of 730 dissidents 
that we should advocate publicly for. 

In the days during the Reagan ad-
ministration, President Reagan would 
advocate publicly for names. That is 
very important. We know what they’ve 
done in Tibet in the Drapchi prison in 
the persecution of Tibetan monks and 
nuns. We know the Uighurs, Rebiya 
Kadeer, whose children have been ar-
rested and are in jail as we now speak. 
They’re plundering, beating the Falun 
Gong. And even in Flushing, New York, 
we believe—and the FBI is inves-
tigating—that the Chinese embassy 
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was involved in a counter-demonstra-
tion beating of the Falun Gong in 
Flushing, New York. Not in Flushing, 
China, but in Flushing, New York. 

We know of the labor camps, the 
laogais. We know what Harry Wu has 
told us of the labor camps that are still 
operating, and there are more labor 
camps in China today than there were 
gulags in the Soviet Union. 

We know when the Speaker said, very 
accurately, the genocide in Darfur, the 
Chinese government is the number one 
supporter of the genocidal government 
in Khartoum. And as Mr. SMITH and 
Mr. PENCE said on the one-child policy 
on forced abortion, we know what 
they’re doing. 

What I would urge the administra-
tion to do and the President to do—I 
want to make sure we don’t violate the 
rules and I speak to the Speaker—is to 
give a speech the way that President 
Reagan gave a speech at the Danilov 
Monastery. It was a very powerful 
speech. As Natan Sharansky said, when 
Ronald Reagan gave the speech in Or-
lando, Florida, where he called the So-
viet Union the Evil Empire, it sent a 
message through the Perm. The pris-
oners in the Perm knew of what Presi-
dent Reagan was publicly speaking out 
and advocating for, and the people in 
the Perm and the people in jail knew 
when President Reagan gave the 
Danilov Monastery speech that he was 
speaking out. 

So I would urge the President to give 
a Danilov Monastery/Evil Empire 
speech in China. Select a Catholic 
church or a house church or a univer-
sity and boldly speak out. Keep in 
mind Reagan boldly spoke out and 
called the Soviet Union the Evil Em-
pire, boldly spoke out in the Danilov 
Monastery. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman from Virginia 
has expired. 

Mr. CHABOT. I yield the gentleman 1 
additional minute. 

Mr. WOLF. I thank the gentleman. 
Ronald Reagan spoke out both times 

very boldly. If you recall, at President 
Reagan’s funeral, Gorbachev came and 
attended the funeral. You can do it in 
that way. So I urge the President. 

I would also urge the committee to 
bring up Congressman SMITH’s Global 
Online Freedom bill so we can send a 
message, because when we were there, 
we saw that sometimes some American 
companies are cooperating with the 
Chinese government using American 
technology to cooperate. 

My closing comment, Madam Speak-
er, is that we urge the President to 
give a Ronald Reagan Danilov Mon-
astery-type speech so that when he 
leaves China, it is clear to the dis-
sidents who are in prison—because 
they will hear him—it is clear to the 
family members of those dissidents— 
because they will hear him—and it will 
be doubly clear, triply clear to the Chi-

nese government that America and the 
President of the United States stands 
for freedom, and that must be done 
publicly. 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, I rise in opposi-
tion to this resolution, which is yet another 
meaningless but provocative condemnation of 
China. It is this kind of jingoism that has led 
to such a low opinion of the United States 
abroad. Certainly I do not condone human 
rights abuses, wherever they may occur, but 
as Members of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives we have no authority over the Chinese 
government. It is our constitutional responsi-
bility to deal with abuses in our own country 
or those created abroad by our own foreign 
policies. Yet we are not debating a bill to close 
Guantanamo, where abuses have been docu-
mented. We are not debating a bill to withdraw 
from Iraq, where scores of innocents have 
been killed, injured, and abused due to our 
unprovoked attack on that country. We are not 
debating a bill to reverse the odious FISA bill 
passed recently which will result in extreme 
abuses of Americans by gutting the Fourth 
Amendment. 

Instead of addressing these and scores of 
other pressing issues over which we do have 
authority, we prefer to spend our time criti-
cizing a foreign government over which we 
have no authority and foreign domestic prob-
lems about which we have very little accurate 
information. 

I do find it ironic that this resolution ‘‘calls on 
the Government of the People’s Republic of 
China to begin earnest negotiations, without 
preconditions, directly with His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama or his representatives.’’ For years 
U.S. policy has been that no meeting or nego-
tiation could take place with Iran until certain 
preconditions are met by Iran. Among these is 
a demand that Iran cease uranium enrich-
ment, which Iran has the right to do under the 
terms of the Non-Proliferation Treaty. It is little 
wonder why some claim that resolutions like 
this are hypocritical. 

Instead of lecturing China, where I have no 
doubt there are problems as there are every-
where, I would suggest that we turn our atten-
tion to the very real threats in a United States 
where our civil liberties and human rights are 
being eroded on a steady basis. The Bible 
cautions against pointing out the speck in a 
neighbor’s eye while ignoring the log in one’s 
own. I suggest we contemplate this sound ad-
vice before bringing up such ill-conceived res-
olutions in the future. 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
express my concerns with H. Res. 1370. 

I certainly am supportive of many of the pro-
visions of the bill. I am a friend of His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama, and I continue to voice my 
displeasure of the treatment of the Tibetan 
people by the government of the People’s Re-
public of China. The human rights con-
sequences that persist in Tibet have the po-
tential to devastate Tibet and completely abol-
ish any chance of peaceful reconciliation. 

I also support efforts to hold repressive gov-
ernments in Sudan and Burma accountable for 
their reprehensible treatment of their citizens. 
It is outrageous that these governments con-
tinue to prosper and enjoy support from other 
governments, such as China, as they system-
atically dismantle the economic and physical 

security of their citizens and routinely violate 
universally accepted human rights principles. 

However, this legislation continues a trou-
bling pattern of addressing political and social 
issues in a cosmetic and superficial manner, 
while ignoring the devastating impact of our 
trade policies with China on the American 
economy and American families. The Eco-
nomic Policy Institute recently released a re-
port that asserted between 2001–2007, our 
trade deficit with China has more than tripled, 
from $84 billion to $262 billion. This trade def-
icit has lead to a veritable hemorrhaging of 
jobs: the American economy has shed ap-
proximately 2.3 million jobs during that time 
span, the vast majority being manufacturing 
jobs. 

Moreover, China continues its practice of 
currency manipulation, where the Yuan is 
pegged to the American dollar at a depressed 
and fixed rate. This distorts the prices of im-
ports and exports, making American imports 
artificially high and Chinese exports low. China 
is currently one of the top two holders of U.S. 
Treasury bonds; the other is Japan. 

Nonbinding saber rattling will not improve 
the human rights situation in China. We must 
get our priorities in order. If we take a hard 
look at the economic and financial policies that 
guide our relationship with China, we will real-
ize that they continue to erode the American 
economy, attack the American family, and 
compromise our national security. 

I will continue to advocate for the open 
channels of dialogue and discussions that will 
lead to real change and understanding, and I 
will reject demagoguery that has no real effect 
and serves no valuable purpose in our foreign 
policy. 

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time and 
urge strong support for this resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
BERMAN) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1370, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
UNITED NATIONS AFRICAN 
UNION MISSION IN DARFUR 
(UNAMID) 
Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 1351) expressing 
support for the United Nations African 
Union Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) and 
calling upon United Nations Member 
States and the international commu-
nity to contribute the resources nec-
essary to ensure the success of 
UNAMID, as amended. 
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