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Americans nationwide face an unprece-
dented crisis as they agonize over how 
they will pay skyrocketing oil bills to 
keep their homes and their families 
warm in the winter ahead. Hundreds 
have written to me with their con-
cerns. I want to share a few e-mails and 
letters to illustrate the magnitude of 
this problem. 

Amelia from Harrison, Maine, writes: 
‘‘I am a 16-year-old girl. This summer, 
instead of being a teenager and having 
fun, I am staying home to take care of 
the house because my parents don’t 
have time. My dad works three jobs 
and my mom works one to pay for the 
constantly rising prices of gas, food 
and oil. With my parents working four 
jobs, you would think we would have 
enough money to get by. We don’t.’’ 

Marie from Gorham writes: ‘‘I am a 
single foster parent. I have two daugh-
ters with special needs. I am worried 
sick on how I am going to be able to 
pay $500 or more every 3 to 4 weeks to 
heat my home. I can’t look my foster 
daughters in their eyes and tell them I 
can’t afford to keep them. We are their 
family.’’ 

Michael from Topsham wrote on be-
half of his 87-year old father-in-law, 
who lives alone Auburn, Maine: ‘‘Last 
year his oil fuel cost was approxi-
mately $6,400. He is a retired Army Re-
serve Master Sergeant with 20 years of 
service. His annual expenditure for fuel 
oil this year would likely be $10,200. 
This would consume 85 percent of his 
annual income of $12,000. Our elderly 
American citizens will be unable to fi-
nancially manage these costs. Our gov-
ernment needs to intervene and help 
our elderly citizens during this unprec-
edented fuel crisis.’’ 

Marie, Amelia and Michael’s stories 
are just a few examples of the human 
toll from soaring heating oil prices. 
More than 8 in 10 Mainers rely on oil to 
heat their homes. The average Maine 
household uses between 800 and 1,000 
gallons of heating oil a winter. The me-
dian home income in Maine is $43,000. 
At current prices, the average home 
will pay between $3,700 and $4,700 just 
to heat their homes. Many will spend 
more than $5,000. This is more than 10 
percent of the gross income for the me-
dian income household in 5 months. 
Coupled with soaring costs for gaso-
line, food and other essentials, people 
worry they may have to choose be-
tween heating their homes and feeding 
their families. 

Madam Speaker, this Congress must 
act now before the winter freeze sets 
in. We need a new comprehensive en-
ergy policy to free ourselves from for-
eign oil. The people in Maine and 
America are suffering right now, and 
we need to provide them with imme-
diate relief in the short term to help 
them get through the winter. 

I have a plan to do just that. First, 
we must fully fund the Low Income 
Home Energy Assistance Program, 

LIHEAP, and weatherization programs 
to help the poor, the disabled and the 
elderly on fixed income. 

Second, we must provide relief for 
middle-class families fighting to make 
ends meet. 

Last week, CAROLYN MCCARTHY of 
New York and I introduced H.R. 6605, 
the Home Heating Fuels Cost Relief 
Act. Our legislation would provide a 
$1,000 refundable tax credit for individ-
uals, $2,000 for families, toward the 
price of home heating oil, as well as a 
program to provide up to $10,000 in low 
interest loans for families to weath-
erize their homes 

Third, soaring gas prices and heating 
oil prices are crippling small business 
like independent truckers and 
lobstermen. These businesses are the 
backbone of the Maine economy. I have 
introduced H.R. 2133, the Small Busi-
ness Fuel Cost Relief Act, to create a 
tax credit for eligible businesses for 
any amount they spend on fuel, includ-
ing gasoline, diesel, natural gas and 
heating oil, over the price on Labor 
Day 2004, adjusted for inflation. 

Madam Speaker, families and small 
businesses in Maine and across Amer-
ica work hard for the money they 
spend on fuel. They deserve leadership 
in Washington that will act now to 
bring immediate relief from rising gas-
oline and heating fuel prices. 

They also demand leadership to 
change direction and implement an en-
ergy policy that harnesses American 
ingenuity and entrepreneurship to re-
duce dependence on foreign oil, maxi-
mize conservation and efficiency, per-
fect alternative fuels and technologies, 
create jobs, and put America on the 
path to sustainable, affordable energy 
future. That is the task this Congress 
faces. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SISTER LULA WALK-
ER, FOUNDER OF TABITHA 
HOUSE SHELTER FOR BATTERED 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (MS. 
RICHARDS). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. DAVIS) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to pay tribute to one of the 
most caring, most willing to share, 
most sensitive and most delightful la-
dies that I have ever known. Sister 
Lula Walker was a rock in her family, 
in her church, in her community, in 
her city, and in her country. She was a 
deeply religious lady, highly moti-
vated, willing to sacrifice, and fiercely 
determined. She did not know how to 
retreat, and she did not know how to 
take ‘‘no’’ for an answer. 

Raised in a Christian home, she met 
and married her husband, Reverend 
Willie Walker, a Christian man who is 
an ordained elder in the Church of God 
in Christ Church. Together Sister 
Walker, her husband Reverend Willie 

and their children have built a legacy 
of living and giving which will rarely 
be surpassed. 

With little money and no public sup-
port, Sister Lula organized a ministry 
of providing for battered women and 
children. She named it Tabitha House, 
after the disciple Tabitha in Hebrew, or 
Dorcas in Greek. Tabitha was known 
for her good works, especially for help-
ing widows and the poor. 

Through her good works at Tabitha 
and in other ways, Sister Lula became 
the Mother Teresa of our community. 
Her work became so famous and well- 
known that she was invited to come to 
Washington D.C. and testify before 
Congress on the plight of women and 
children who are homeless and in need 
of shelter. 

Sister Walker had several bouts of se-
rious illness, but like Tabitha, or Dor-
cas, she was able to rise up and con-
tinue with her work. Finally, on Satur-
day, July 19th, 2008, Sister Lula could 
not rise anymore and graciously passed 
out of this life into another. 

So, Madam Speaker, I take this op-
portunity to extend to Reverend Willie 
Walker and the Walker family, the 
Tabitha House family and the Church 
of God in Christ church family our 
heartfelt condolences and the great joy 
that I have experienced as a result of 
knowing and working with the Mother 
Teresa of our community, the neigh-
borhood where I live, Sister Lula Walk-
er. 

f 

SUNSET MEMORIAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker, I 
stand once again before this House with yet 
another Sunset Memorial. 

It is July 30, 2008 in the land of the free and 
the home of the brave, and before the sun set 
today in America, almost 4,000 more defense-
less unborn children were killed by abortion on 
demand. That’s just today, Madam Speaker. 
That’s more than the number of innocent lives 
lost on September 11 in this country, only it 
happens every day. 

It has now been exactly 12,973 days since 
the tragedy called Roe v. Wade was first 
handed down. Since then, the very foundation 
of this Nation has been stained by the blood 
of almost 50 million of its own children. Some 
of them, Mr. Speaker, cried and screamed as 
they died, but because it was amniotic fluid 
passing over the vocal cords instead of air, we 
couldn’t hear them. 

All of them had at least 4 things in common. 
First, they were each just little babies who had 
done nothing wrong to anyone, and each one 
of them died a nameless and lonely death. 
And each one of their mothers, whether she 
realizes it or not, will never be quite the same. 
And all the gifts that these children might have 
brought to humanity are now lost forever. Yet 
even in the glare of such tragedy, this genera-
tion still clings to a blind, invincible ignorance 
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while history repeats itself and our own silent 
genocide mercilessly annihilates the most 
helpless of all victims, those yet unborn. 

Madam Speaker, perhaps it’s time for those 
of us in this Chamber to remind ourselves of 
why we are really all here. Thomas Jefferson 
said, ‘‘The care of human life and its happi-
ness and not its destruction is the chief and 
only object of good government.’’ The phrase 
in the 14th Amendment capsulizes our entire 
Constitution. It says, ‘‘No State shall deprive 
any person of life, liberty or property without 
due process of law.’’ Madam Speaker, pro-
tecting the lives of our innocent citizens and 
their constitutional rights is why we are all 
here. 

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is 
the clarion declaration of the self-evident truth 
that all human beings are created equal and 
endowed by their Creator with the unalienable 
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has 
ever faced can be traced to our commitment 
to this core, self-evident truth. 

It has made us the beacon of hope for the 
entire world. Madam Speaker, it is who we 
are. 

And yet today another day has passed, and 
we in this body have failed again to honor that 
foundational commitment. We have failed our 
sworn oath and our God-given responsibility 
as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 more inno-
cent American babies who died today without 
the protection we should have given them. 

So Madam Speaker, let me conclude this 
Sunset Memorial in the hope that perhaps 
someone new who heard it tonight will finally 
embrace the truth that abortion really does kill 
little babies; that it hurts mothers in ways that 
we can never express; and that 12,973 days 
spent killing nearly 50 million unborn children 
in America is enough; and that it is time that 
we stood up together again, and remembered 
that we are the same America that rejected 
human slavery and marched into Europe to ar-
rest the Nazi Holocaust; and we are still cou-
rageous and compassionate enough to find a 
better way for mothers and their unborn ba-
bies than abortion on demand. 

Madam Speaker, as we consider the plight 
of unborn America tonight, may we each re-
mind ourselves that our own days in this sun-
shine of life are also numbered and that all too 
soon each one of us will walk from these 
Chambers for the very last time. 

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come, 
may that be the day when we finally hear the 
cries of innocent unborn children. May that be 
the day when we find the humanity, the cour-
age, and the will to embrace together our 
human and our constitutional duty to protect 
these, the least of our tiny, little American 
brothers and sisters from this murderous 
scourge upon our Nation called abortion on 
demand. 

It is July 30, 2008, 12,973 days since Roe 
versus Wade first stained the foundation of 
this Nation with the blood of its own children; 
this in the land of the free and the home of the 
brave. 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H. CON. RES. 
362 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent to have 
my name removed as a cosponsor of H. 
Con. Res. 362. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I was unable to cast a vote on the 
following legislative measure on July 
15, 2008. If I were present for the roll 
call vote, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on 
the following: Rollcall vote 491, July 
15, 2008. 

f 

REPUBLICAN FRESHMAN 
QUARTERLY REPORT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. MCCARTHY) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
minority leader. 

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. 
Madam Speaker, tonight we come with 
a quarterly report from the freshmen 
Republicans. This is something that we 
promised to do when we were first 
elected, and we continue to do it each 
and every quarter because we want to 
come back to the American people and 
tell them what their House is doing. 

Tonight, for many of you and many 
of your houses it might be summer 
school, and last week I just got my 
daughter and my sons’ report cards. 
They did very well, if you were con-
cerned about that, Mr. HELLER. But 
what the report will be from this Con-
gress on this night is not good. 

In less than 2 days, this House is 
scheduled to adjourn; adjourn without 
solving the energy crisis, or even al-
lowing a vote on this floor. So tonight 
as the freshmen Republicans come to 
you to talk about this quarterly re-
port, something has happened in the 
last 2 weeks. 

You know, in the minority party 
here, Madam Speaker, one thing that 
these freshmen Republicans will do is 
they don’t sit back. 

b 2115 

Even if the majority party, the 
Democratic controlled House here, will 
not allow a vote on the floor, we be-
lieve the American people are hurting; 
we understand the American people are 
hurting when it comes to the energy 
crisis with the price of gas over $4 a 
gallon, the heating fuel costs which 
continues to not only hurt the individ-
uals, but it hurts the nonprofits, it 
hurts the school districts. As we con-
tinue to move forward, some districts 

in my area are talking about even 
maybe going to 4 days a week, some 
are talking about charging if the kids 
want to even ride the bus to school. So 
we talked about, how can we go about 
helping America? How can we help 
solve this problem? 

So collectively as freshmen and as 
Republicans, we got together along 
with our leader, Mr. John Boehner 
from Ohio, and we decided, let’s go on 
the all-American energy tour and let’s 
actually sit down and talk to some ex-
perts. 

So not last weekend, but the week-
end before, we went together to Gold-
en, Colorado. In Golden, Colorado they 
have the National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory from the Department of 
Energy. Here, they study from wind, 
from solar, to hybrids, to hydrogen 
cars. We drove them. We looked at 
them. We went through with the bio-
mass, different ways about where the 
future will go in energy and how we 
can actually become independent and 
have an American energy program that 
creates American jobs. Because, as 
many of you know, in America today 
we use 20 million barrels of oil a day 
but we only produce 7. So to solve this 
problem, we really need all of the 
above. We need more wind, we need 
more solar, we need to actually be able 
to conserve more, but we also have to 
be able to explore more. 

So just as we went out and looked at 
the renewable energy and we looked to 
where you build the windmills; you 
build them where the wind blows. 
Where do you put out the solar panels? 
You put them out where the sun 
shines. Where do you explore for oil? 
Where it is, underground. 

From there we traveled up to Alaska. 
We landed in Fairbanks and we went up 
to ANWR. We went out and looked ex-
actly where we are already drilling 
today. We went out to the first place 
where the Alaskan pipeline starts. The 
Alaskan pipeline, when it starts right 
there, it sends 700,000 barrels of oil a 
day. It takes 9 days to get from the be-
ginning to the end. But in 1989, that 
used to produce 2.2 million barrels a 
day. Every year that we do nothing, it 
loses 15 percent. That is 15 percent less 
barrels of oil coming down. America is 
still using 20 million barrels, but only 
producing 7. 

And as we looked around, we looked 
for environmentally friendly ways to 
do it. We found that in the past you 
would take 64 acres, today you would 
only take maybe 16, maybe 6. You 
could actually drill down and drill out 
8 miles because of technology advance-
ments, and that we could do it in an 
environmentally sound way. And as we 
went to ANWR, just a few miles over, 
we found that there is another 10 bil-
lion barrels. 

We found out that if ANWR was al-
lowed to be drilled, where this body 
will not even let it come up for a vote, 
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