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for both industrial access and from a security/ 
safety standpoint and require upgrading. This 
project provides for industrial access improve-
ments of Gate 15 including the truck and pri-
vate automobile inspection area, Pass Office 
Renovations and counterterrorism measures 
at Gate 15. 

Requesting Member: Congressman J. 
RANDY FORBES. 

Bill Number: H.R. 6599. 
Account: Military Construction, Army Na-

tional Guard. 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Fort Pick-

ett. 
Address of Requesting Entity: Fort Pickett, 

VA, USA. 
Description of Request: Provides 

$2,950,000 to be used to construct a Multipur-
pose Machine Gun Range for training pur-
poses with a variety of firearms and weapons 
for the Virginia National Guard and other Army 
and Guard units along the East Coast. Full 
budget documentation is a part of the Presi-
dent’s Fiscal Year 2009 Department of De-
fense budget request. 

Requesting Member: Congressman J. 
RANDY FORBES. 

Bill Number: H.R. 6599. 
Account: Military Construction, Army. 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Fort Lee. 
Address of Requesting Entity: Fort Lee, VA, 

USA. 
Description of Request: Provides 

$90,000,000 to construct a standard-design 
training barracks complex for advanced initial 
training for Army soldiers. This project sup-
ports the increase in trainee requirements at 
Fort Lee as part of the increase in permanent 
end strength of the Army. The estimated and 
intended use is 1,200 soldiers. All existing 
adequate facilities are being fully utilized to 
support current operations. If this project is not 
provided, there will not be sufficient adequate 
permanent facilities to support the Grow the 
Force initiative and soldiers will continue to 
work out of temporary and/or relocatable build-
ings which have limited operational capabilities 
and limited useful life expectancies. Full budg-
et documentation is a part of the President’s 
Fiscal Year 2009 Department of Defense 
budget request. 

Requesting Member: Congressman J. 
RANDY FORBES. 

Bill Number: H.R. 6599. 
Account: Military Construction, Army. 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Fort Lee. 
Address of Requesting Entity: Fort Lee, VA, 

USA. 
Description of Request: Provides 

$10,300,000 to provide a dining facility to sup-
port an increase in the number of soldiers who 
will receive Advanced Individual Training at 
Fort Lee. This project supports the Grow the 
Force initiative. It will enable the Army to meet 
the greater training throughput requirement 
that will result from the increased size of the 
Army. All existing adequate facilities are being 
fully utilized to support current operations as 
well as Army Modularity and Global Defense 
Posture Realignment (GDPR) initiatives. If this 
project is not provided, there will not be suffi-
cient adequate dining facilities to support the 
training requirement as a result of the Grow 
the Force initiative. All physical security meas-

ures and antiterrorism protection measures 
are included. The Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of the Army (Installations and Housing) cer-
tifies that this project has been considered for 
joint use potential. Full budget documentation 
is a part of the President’s Fiscal Year 2009 
Department of Defense budget request. 
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EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. TODD TIAHRT 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 29, 2008 

Mr. TIAHRT. Madam Speaker, I submit the 
following: 

H.R. 6599, the Military Construction and 
Veterans Affairs Appropriations Act; 2009, 
contains $6,800,000 for MXG Consolidation 
and Forward Logistic Center, Phase 2 in the 
Air Force, Military Construction account. 

This project is for McConnell Air Force Base 
located at 57837 Coffeyville St., Kansas, 
67221. 

The funds will help complete phase two of 
the Maintenance Group (MXG) Consolidation 
and Forward Logistics Center that will stream-
line many different facilities into one mainte-
nance facility, resulting in improved military 
operations and saving taxpayer dollars by re-
ducing operations and maintenance spending. 

No matching funds are required for this mili-
tary construction project. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO FATHER PAUL 
TIPTON 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 29, 2008 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, on May 
25, my friend, Father Paul Tipton, passed 
away. He was an incredible man with an irrev-
erent sense of humor who accomplished great 
things. 

I first met Father Tipton in 1989. He was the 
President of the Association of Jesuit Colleges 
and Universities and I was a staffer for Con-
gressman Joe Moakley (D–MA). On Novem-
ber 16th of that year, six Jesuit priests, their 
housekeeper and her daughter were murdered 
by members of the U.S.-backed Salvadoran 
Armed Forces. A cover-up ensued and there 
was a strong sense that the truth would never 
be known. 

Father Tipton organized the Jesuit commu-
nity in the United States—including all the Jes-
uit college and university Presidents—to put 
pressure on the U.S. and Salvadoran govern-
ments and demand truth and justice in this 
tragic case. He worked closely with Congress-
man Moakley, who headed a special task 
force that was established to investigate these 
crimes. His no-nonsense style and his tough 
talk earned him the nickname ‘‘Father John 
Wayne.’’ He wouldn’t give up—and ultimately 
he helped find the truth. 

Father Tipton dedicated his life to helping 
people and making the world a better place. In 
addition to his work in El Salvador, he was a 

champion for education and making sure that 
everyone who wanted an education could af-
ford to get one. He was a great man and a 
great friend. I miss him. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to ask unani-
mous consent to insert Father Tipton’s obit-
uary, which appeared in the Washington Post 
on Sunday, June 1, 2008, into the RECORD. 

[From the Washington Post, June 1, 2008] 
PAUL TIPTON; EXPOSED JESUIT DEATHS IN EL 

SALVADOR 
(By Patricia Sullivan) 

Paul Smallwood Tipton, 69, who, while 
president of the Association of Jesuit Col-
leges and Universities helped expose the as-
sassination of six Catholic priests, their 
their housekeeper and her daughter by the 
Salvadoran army, died of cancer May 25 at 
Georgetown University Hospital. He lived in 
the District and Lusby. 

Rev. Tipton had just started at the asso-
ciation when he received a call telling him 
that the sole witness to the Nov. 16, 1989, 
murders of six Jesuits and two women at 
Central American University in San Sal-
vador was detained and interrogated by Sal-
vadoran officials, the U.S. State Department 
and the FBI. He flew from Washington to 
Miami and took custody of Luisa Cerna, the 
housekeeper and her husband. 

He became active in the case, writing let-
ters that accused the U.S. ambassador of at-
tempting to discredit her. 

‘‘The reason we Jesuits in the United 
States are very angry is that the mistreat-
ment of the Cernas effectively has neutral-
ized the only witness who has come forward, 
and it means probably no other witness will 
come forward,’’ he told the New York Times 
at the time. ‘‘This particular institution is a 
voice for peace and justice, and pursuing the 
people who pulled the triggers is a very per-
sonal matter for us.’’ 

Rev. Tipton later made several trips to El 
Salvador with U.S. Rep. Joe Moakley, the 
Massachusetts Democrat who led the con-
gressional task force investigating the 
killings. The revelations led to a cut in U.S. 
foreign aid to the Salvadoran government, 
resolution of the country’s civil war and 
election of a new government. 

Rev. Tipton was born in Birmingham Ala., 
and began studying to be a Jesuit priest in 
1958. He attended the University of Virginia 
and graduated from Spring Hill College in 
Mobile, Ala. He taught at an El Paso high 
school, while attending graduate school at 
the University of Texas at El Paso. 

In 1968, he joined the staff of U.S. Rep. 
Richard C. White (D–Tex.) and did further 
graduate work in theological studies at 
Woodstock College in Maryland, Union Theo-
logical Seminary in New York and Catholic 
University. He was ordained a Jesuit priest 
in 1971 in New Orleans. 

The following year, he was named the 
president of Spring Hill College, where he 
worked for 17 years. While there, he and a 
crew of students raced a 40 foot sloop, ‘‘Holy 
Smoke,’’ in a 180-mile overnight trip in the 
Gulf of Mexico in 1983. Halfway through the 
race, an intense storm with near-hurricane 
strength winds generated 20-foot waves. Rev. 
Tipton and his crew headed home but almost 
a third of the 29 boats had major problems. 
The Coast Guard responded to three Mayday 
calls and one sailor drowned. 

Rev. Tipton, who was chairman of the off-
shore committee of the Gulf Yachting Asso-
ciation, which had sponsored the race, found 
two of the missing crews the next day on a 
barrier island according to a contempora-
neous article in the New York Times. 
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He worked at the association of Jesuit Col-

leges and Universities in Washington from 
1989 until 1996, overseeing the legislative ac-
tivities of the 28 Jesuit postsecondary 
schools in the United States. 

When Georgetown Visitation Preparatory 
School caught fire July 8, 1993, Rev. Tipton 
helped lead nuns out of their monastery into 
the courtyard, then joined other priests in 
rescuing priceless vestments, chalices, and 
paintings. With a friend, Davis Feickert, he 
removed a massive 1821 painting of Jesus, 
Mary and Martha in prayer, donated to the 
Sisters of Visitation by Charles X of France. 

By 1996, when he became president of Jack-
sonville University in Florida, Rev. Tipton 
had left the Jesuits and become a diocesan 
priest. He returned to Washington in 2000, 
working as a counselor to the secretary of 
labor. In 2001, he started the Provident Con-
sulting Group to provide services to non-
profit and faith-based organizations a group 
he ran until his death. 

In 2003, he became president of St. Mary’s 
Ryken High School, a Catholic college pre-
paratory school in Leonardtown, where for 
the next two years he developed a long-range 
financial plan, recrafted the misson state-
ment and increased annual giving by 100 per-
cent. 

He was a member of numerous education 
and civic boards. 

He had no immediate family survivors. 

f 

H.R. 6340, ‘‘CHARLES L. BRIEANT, 
JR. FEDERAL BUILDING AND 
UNITED STATES COURTHOUSE’’ 

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 29, 2008 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 6340, a bill to des-
ignate the Federal building and United States 
courthouse in White Plains, New York, as the 
‘‘Charles L. Brieant, Jr. Federal Building and 
United States Courthouse’’. I commend the 
gentlewoman from New York, Ms. LOWEY, for 
her steadfast actions to ensure that this bipar-
tisan bill received timely consideration. 

Judge Brieant was an eminent jurist who re-
cently died at the age of 85. He maintained a 
full docket until he moved to senior status in 
2007. Judge Charles Brieant, Jr. was born in 
1923 in Ossining, New York, and served in his 
hometown during his entire professional ca-
reer. He graduated from Columbia University 
and Columbia Law School. 

He began his public service practicing in 
White Plains, New York, while serving as 
water commissioner for the town of Ossining, 
New York. Judge Brieant was elected 
Ossining town justice in 1952 before serving 
as village attorney for Briarcliff Manor, New 
York. 

From 1960 through 1963, he served as 
town supervisor for Ossining. He also served 
in the New York legislature in 1970 and 1971. 
In 1971, President Richard M. Nixon nomi-
nated Judge Brieant to serve on the District 
Court for the Southern District of New York. 
He served as Chief Judge for the Southern 
District of New York from 1986 to 1993. Last 
year, Judge Brieant took senior status. 

During his distinguished career, Judge 
Brieant received many awards and honors in-

cluding the Servant of Justice Award from the 
Guild of St. Ives in 1998 and the Edward 
Weinfeld Award for Distinguished Contribu-
tions to the Administration of Justice in 2006. 

During his lengthy career, Judge Brieant 
rendered many important decisions, including 
the Texaco bankruptcy case, and the decision 
to overturn New York’s primary system, de-
claring it ‘‘unconstitutionally discriminating’’ by 
diluting the voting strength of minority voters. 
He was known as a strong independent think-
er, a true gentleman, and a mentor to young 
lawyers. 

It is both fitting and proper to honor Judge 
Brieant’s distinguished public career with this 
designation. I urge my colleagues to join me 
in supporting H.R. 6340. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. TOM FEENEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 29, 2008 

Mr. FEENEY. Madam Speaker, pursuant to 
the Republican Leadership standards on ear-
marks, I am submitting the following informa-
tion for publication in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD regarding earmarks I received as part 
of H.R. 6599, the FY 09 Military Construction 
and Veterans Affairs Appropriations bill: 

I sent the attached letter to the Appropria-
tions committee members on February 4, 
2008 asking for complete funding for the vet-
erans hospital being built in Orlando, FL. 

The funds for the new medical facility in Or-
lando, FL come from the Major Construction 
account under Veterans Affairs. The United 
States Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 
Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 
20420, will be receiving the funds. The 
$220,000,000 will be used toward construc-
tion, site preparation, installation of utilities, 
roads, and an energy plant. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, February 4, 2008. 

Hon. ROGER WICKER, 
Rayburn House Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR RANKING MEMBER WICKER: I am writ-
ing to request that Congress include full 
funding for the completion of the VA hos-
pital to be located in Orlando, Florida. The 
President’s budget released today allocates 
$120 million for the hospital. In order to in-
sure the swift completion of the Lake Nona 
hospital it is imperative that the VA receive 
full funding in this budget year. 

Today, there are more than 26.5 million 
veterans living in the United States and 
Puerto Rico with more than 1.8 million of 
them residing in the State of Florida. That 
is the second highest total in America, sec-
ond only to California. More than one-third 
of these live in the Central Florida area 
alone. 

According to the VA, Central Florida is 
the number one destination for combat vet-
erans 65 years of age or older. It is also the 
number one area for veterans who have 50 
percent or more service connected disability 
and 18 percent of our veterans have Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs has es-
timated the cost to complete this hospital at 
$597 million. This hospital is a top priority 

for the VA and is badly needed in central 
Florida. It is vital that the remaining $537 
million, to finish construction, is included in 
the Fiscal Year 2009 Military Construction 
appropriations bill. 

I hope you will consider the inclusion of 
these funds as you work through the many 
important requests during the FY09 appro-
priations process. 

Sincerely, 
TOM FEENEY, 

Member of Congress. 

f 

LETTER TO HIS HOLINESS BENE-
DICT XVI FROM REPRESENTA-
TIVE MCCOTTER 

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 29, 2008 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to place into the RECORD my letter to His 
Holiness Benedict XVI concerning the perse-
cution of the Christian community in Iraq. 

JULY 24, 2008. 
His Holiness BENEDICT XVI, 
Apostolic Palace, 
Vatican City State, Europe.–––– 

YOUR HOLINESS: It is with great respect 
that I write to you as both a Member of Con-
gress and a Roman Catholic. Your witness to 
justice and advocacy of the plight of the per-
secuted is an instrument of hope. 

Your Holiness has emphasized the impor-
tance to the Church of the well-being of the 
ancient Christian community of Iraq. It is 
now widely acknowledged to be an ‘‘endan-
gered’’ community, with nearly half of its 
members forced to flee Iraq over the past 
five years. As the U.S. Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops Migration & Refugee Services re-
ported last July: ‘‘Especially critical is the 
plight of Iraq’s minority religious commu-
nities, including Christians and Mandeans 
(or Sabeans). These groups, whose home has 
been what is now Iraq for many centuries, 
are literally being obliterated—not because 
they are fleeing generalized violence but be-
cause they are being specifically and vi-
ciously victimized by Islamic extremists 
and, in some cases, common criminals.’’ 

As you meet with Prime Minister Nouri al- 
Maliki tomorrow, please know that the 
United States is shifting its burden to the 
Iraqi government. It is imperative that he 
acknowledge and commit to the future well- 
being of Iraq’s endangered religious minori-
ties. 

Concerned Americans, including the 
ChaldoAssyrian Christians in my Congres-
sional district, are anxious that the Maliki 
government address the following issues to 
ensure that the Iraqi Christians, who have 
made contributions to Iraqi society far be-
yond what their numbers suggest, and other 
smallest minorities are able to maintain 
their presence as part of the national fabric 
of that country: Security, including protec-
tion for their vulnerable clergy, development 
assistance, humanitarian aid for the large 
number of displaced among them, edu-
cational opportunities, full civic participa-
tion, including thorough measures to guar-
antee free and fair provincial elections later 
this year that would allow them just rep-
resentation, and equal treatment under the 
constitution that would allow political au-
tonomy in the Nineveh Plains. 

Be assured that I will remain actively en-
gaged with the ChaldoAssyrian Church and 
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