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He worked at the association of Jesuit Col-

leges and Universities in Washington from 
1989 until 1996, overseeing the legislative ac-
tivities of the 28 Jesuit postsecondary 
schools in the United States. 

When Georgetown Visitation Preparatory 
School caught fire July 8, 1993, Rev. Tipton 
helped lead nuns out of their monastery into 
the courtyard, then joined other priests in 
rescuing priceless vestments, chalices, and 
paintings. With a friend, Davis Feickert, he 
removed a massive 1821 painting of Jesus, 
Mary and Martha in prayer, donated to the 
Sisters of Visitation by Charles X of France. 

By 1996, when he became president of Jack-
sonville University in Florida, Rev. Tipton 
had left the Jesuits and become a diocesan 
priest. He returned to Washington in 2000, 
working as a counselor to the secretary of 
labor. In 2001, he started the Provident Con-
sulting Group to provide services to non-
profit and faith-based organizations a group 
he ran until his death. 

In 2003, he became president of St. Mary’s 
Ryken High School, a Catholic college pre-
paratory school in Leonardtown, where for 
the next two years he developed a long-range 
financial plan, recrafted the misson state-
ment and increased annual giving by 100 per-
cent. 

He was a member of numerous education 
and civic boards. 

He had no immediate family survivors. 
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H.R. 6340, ‘‘CHARLES L. BRIEANT, 
JR. FEDERAL BUILDING AND 
UNITED STATES COURTHOUSE’’ 

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 29, 2008 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 6340, a bill to des-
ignate the Federal building and United States 
courthouse in White Plains, New York, as the 
‘‘Charles L. Brieant, Jr. Federal Building and 
United States Courthouse’’. I commend the 
gentlewoman from New York, Ms. LOWEY, for 
her steadfast actions to ensure that this bipar-
tisan bill received timely consideration. 

Judge Brieant was an eminent jurist who re-
cently died at the age of 85. He maintained a 
full docket until he moved to senior status in 
2007. Judge Charles Brieant, Jr. was born in 
1923 in Ossining, New York, and served in his 
hometown during his entire professional ca-
reer. He graduated from Columbia University 
and Columbia Law School. 

He began his public service practicing in 
White Plains, New York, while serving as 
water commissioner for the town of Ossining, 
New York. Judge Brieant was elected 
Ossining town justice in 1952 before serving 
as village attorney for Briarcliff Manor, New 
York. 

From 1960 through 1963, he served as 
town supervisor for Ossining. He also served 
in the New York legislature in 1970 and 1971. 
In 1971, President Richard M. Nixon nomi-
nated Judge Brieant to serve on the District 
Court for the Southern District of New York. 
He served as Chief Judge for the Southern 
District of New York from 1986 to 1993. Last 
year, Judge Brieant took senior status. 

During his distinguished career, Judge 
Brieant received many awards and honors in-

cluding the Servant of Justice Award from the 
Guild of St. Ives in 1998 and the Edward 
Weinfeld Award for Distinguished Contribu-
tions to the Administration of Justice in 2006. 

During his lengthy career, Judge Brieant 
rendered many important decisions, including 
the Texaco bankruptcy case, and the decision 
to overturn New York’s primary system, de-
claring it ‘‘unconstitutionally discriminating’’ by 
diluting the voting strength of minority voters. 
He was known as a strong independent think-
er, a true gentleman, and a mentor to young 
lawyers. 

It is both fitting and proper to honor Judge 
Brieant’s distinguished public career with this 
designation. I urge my colleagues to join me 
in supporting H.R. 6340. 
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EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. TOM FEENEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 29, 2008 

Mr. FEENEY. Madam Speaker, pursuant to 
the Republican Leadership standards on ear-
marks, I am submitting the following informa-
tion for publication in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD regarding earmarks I received as part 
of H.R. 6599, the FY 09 Military Construction 
and Veterans Affairs Appropriations bill: 

I sent the attached letter to the Appropria-
tions committee members on February 4, 
2008 asking for complete funding for the vet-
erans hospital being built in Orlando, FL. 

The funds for the new medical facility in Or-
lando, FL come from the Major Construction 
account under Veterans Affairs. The United 
States Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 
Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 
20420, will be receiving the funds. The 
$220,000,000 will be used toward construc-
tion, site preparation, installation of utilities, 
roads, and an energy plant. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, February 4, 2008. 

Hon. ROGER WICKER, 
Rayburn House Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR RANKING MEMBER WICKER: I am writ-
ing to request that Congress include full 
funding for the completion of the VA hos-
pital to be located in Orlando, Florida. The 
President’s budget released today allocates 
$120 million for the hospital. In order to in-
sure the swift completion of the Lake Nona 
hospital it is imperative that the VA receive 
full funding in this budget year. 

Today, there are more than 26.5 million 
veterans living in the United States and 
Puerto Rico with more than 1.8 million of 
them residing in the State of Florida. That 
is the second highest total in America, sec-
ond only to California. More than one-third 
of these live in the Central Florida area 
alone. 

According to the VA, Central Florida is 
the number one destination for combat vet-
erans 65 years of age or older. It is also the 
number one area for veterans who have 50 
percent or more service connected disability 
and 18 percent of our veterans have Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs has es-
timated the cost to complete this hospital at 
$597 million. This hospital is a top priority 

for the VA and is badly needed in central 
Florida. It is vital that the remaining $537 
million, to finish construction, is included in 
the Fiscal Year 2009 Military Construction 
appropriations bill. 

I hope you will consider the inclusion of 
these funds as you work through the many 
important requests during the FY09 appro-
priations process. 

Sincerely, 
TOM FEENEY, 

Member of Congress. 
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LETTER TO HIS HOLINESS BENE-
DICT XVI FROM REPRESENTA-
TIVE MCCOTTER 

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 29, 2008 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to place into the RECORD my letter to His 
Holiness Benedict XVI concerning the perse-
cution of the Christian community in Iraq. 

JULY 24, 2008. 
His Holiness BENEDICT XVI, 
Apostolic Palace, 
Vatican City State, Europe.–––– 

YOUR HOLINESS: It is with great respect 
that I write to you as both a Member of Con-
gress and a Roman Catholic. Your witness to 
justice and advocacy of the plight of the per-
secuted is an instrument of hope. 

Your Holiness has emphasized the impor-
tance to the Church of the well-being of the 
ancient Christian community of Iraq. It is 
now widely acknowledged to be an ‘‘endan-
gered’’ community, with nearly half of its 
members forced to flee Iraq over the past 
five years. As the U.S. Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops Migration & Refugee Services re-
ported last July: ‘‘Especially critical is the 
plight of Iraq’s minority religious commu-
nities, including Christians and Mandeans 
(or Sabeans). These groups, whose home has 
been what is now Iraq for many centuries, 
are literally being obliterated—not because 
they are fleeing generalized violence but be-
cause they are being specifically and vi-
ciously victimized by Islamic extremists 
and, in some cases, common criminals.’’ 

As you meet with Prime Minister Nouri al- 
Maliki tomorrow, please know that the 
United States is shifting its burden to the 
Iraqi government. It is imperative that he 
acknowledge and commit to the future well- 
being of Iraq’s endangered religious minori-
ties. 

Concerned Americans, including the 
ChaldoAssyrian Christians in my Congres-
sional district, are anxious that the Maliki 
government address the following issues to 
ensure that the Iraqi Christians, who have 
made contributions to Iraqi society far be-
yond what their numbers suggest, and other 
smallest minorities are able to maintain 
their presence as part of the national fabric 
of that country: Security, including protec-
tion for their vulnerable clergy, development 
assistance, humanitarian aid for the large 
number of displaced among them, edu-
cational opportunities, full civic participa-
tion, including thorough measures to guar-
antee free and fair provincial elections later 
this year that would allow them just rep-
resentation, and equal treatment under the 
constitution that would allow political au-
tonomy in the Nineveh Plains. 

Be assured that I will remain actively en-
gaged with the ChaldoAssyrian Church and 
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civic leaders in the United States and Iraq to 
protect the fundamental dignity of this op-
pressed ancient community of Iraq. 

The psalmist seeking deliverance from his 
enemies remembers the great mercy of God. 
‘‘Blessed be the Lord! For he has shown me 
the wonders of his love in a besieged city . . . 
Be strong and let your heart take courage, 
all you who wait for the Lord’’ (Psalm 31: 
21,24) The Christians of Iraq have suffered 
threats of violence, kidnappings, murder and 
being exiled from their ancient homeland. 
And yet, they are resilient in the face of 
what is certainly an existential threat. Their 
great faith and your advocacy on their be-
half, give them hope. 

I have the honor to profess myself with the 
most profound respect, your Holiness, sin-
cerely yours, 

THADDEUS G. MCCOTTER, 
Member of Congress. 
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EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. PETER T. KING 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 29, 2008 

Mr. KING of New York. I submit the fol-
lowing: 

Requesting Member: Congressman PETER 
T. KING 

Bill Number: H.R. 6599. 
Account: Military Construction, Air National 

Guard. 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: New York 

National Guard. 
Address of Requesting Entity: 330 Old 

Niskayuna Road, Latham, NY 12110. 
Description of Request: $7.5 million will be 

used to construct Phase II of the Pararescue 
Facility. The use of taxpayer dollars is justified 
because The Francis Gabreski Air National 
Guard Base improves pararescue operations 
and survival equipment functions on Long Is-
land. 
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INTRODUCING THE FOSTER 
CHILDREN OPPORTUNITY ACT 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 29, 2008 

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
with Representative XAVIER BECERRA to intro-
duce legislation aimed at ensuring all foster 
children have a fighting chance to lead healthy 
and productive lives after they leave care. 

Each year, hundreds and perhaps thou-
sands of abused and neglected children leave 
the child welfare system and become illegal 
immigrants through no fault of their own. 
Under current law, abused and neglected im-
migrant children in the child welfare system 
are eligible to become legal permanent resi-
dents under the Special Immigrant Juvenile 
Status (SIJS) provisions of immigration law. In 
order to obtain SIJS, a court must find that the 
child is in long-term foster care with no oppor-
tunity for family reunification (either in the U.S. 
or in their home country). If a child also meets 
additional immigration criteria, such as not 

having a criminal record, they can become a 
Legal Permanent Resident. Once a child 
leaves the child welfare system, however, they 
are no longer eligible for SIJS. A series of arti-
cles in the Los Angeles Times and other re-
ports have documented how children have 
aged-out of foster care or been adopted with-
out obtaining SIJS. The result is that these 
abused and neglected children are forced into 
the underground economy, are extremely vul-
nerable to exploitation, and are under the con-
stant threat of deportation back to a country 
that is unfamiliar to them and may be home to 
their abuser. 

The Foster Children Opportunity Act aims to 
correct this terrible situation by requiring that 
all children in the foster care system be 
screened for SIJS eligibility and assisted 
through the legal process to obtain SIJS and 
eventually Legal Permanent Resident Status. 
The bill will provide technical assistance to 
help child welfare agencies better understand 
this problem and provide resources to train 
judges, attorneys, and other legal workers in a 
complex area of law. 

This legislation will not change any aspect 
of current immigration law, nor will it result in 
any adults who have engaged in illegal behav-
ior from gaining legal status. The bill simply 
aims to protect abused and neglected children 
by ensuring they have a fighting chance at 
leading healthy and productive lives when they 
exit foster care. 

The Foster Children Opportunity Act will: 

Require State plans for foster care and 
adoption assistance to document procedures 
to assist immigrant children in obtaining SIJS, 
Legal Permanent Residency, or other appro-
priate forms of immigration relief when doing 
so is in the child’s best interest; 

Require child welfare agencies to assist im-
migrant children, and document their efforts, in 
obtaining SIJS, Legal Permanent Residency, 
or other appropriate forms of relief under im-
migration law before the child exits foster care; 

Require juvenile courts and child welfare 
agencies to determine whether filing petitions 
or appointing immigration counsel for a poten-
tially SIJS eligible child is in that child’s best 
interest; 

Permit the Court Improvement Program to 
use funds to educate and train judges and 
lawyers to assist SIJS-eligible foster children; 

Direct the Secretary of the Health and 
Human Services Agency, in consultation with 
the Secretary of Homeland Security, to pro-
vide technical assistance to child welfare 
agencies in carrying out the provisions of this 
bill. 

Members on all sides of the immigration de-
bate should put down our differences when it 
comes to protecting abused and neglected 
children. We should not let the poisonous poli-
tics of immigration interfere with helping foster 
children become successful adults. I encour-
age all of my colleagues to join us me in sup-
porting this simple legislation that will improve 
the lives of thousands of our most vulnerable 
children. 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. TERRY EVERETT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 29, 2008 

Mr. EVERETT. Madam Speaker, pursuant 
to the Republican Leadership standards on 
earmarks, I am submitting the following infor-
mation for publication in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD regarding two earmarks I received as 
part of H.R. 6599, the Military Construction 
and Veterans Affairs Appropriations Act for 
Fiscal Year 2009. 

Request No. 1: 
Requesting Member: Congressman TERRY 

EVERETT. 
Bill Number: H.R. 6599, the Military Con-

struction and Veterans Affairs Appropriations 
Act for Fiscal Year 2009. 

Account: Military Construction/U.S. Army. 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: U.S. 

Army/Congressman TERRY EVERETT. 
Address of Requesting Entity: Office of 

Command, Fort Rucker, 453 Novosel Street, 
Fort Rucker, Alabama 36362–5105. 

Description of Request: The Chapel Center 
at Fort Rucker earmark request is for 
$6,800,000. The funding is for the construction 
of a standard-design chapel complex featuring 
a sanctuary (400 seat capacity) and an activity 
center that is capable of seating an additional 
239 people in a separate or combined service. 
The sanctuary will include a raised pulpit area 
and a baptismal suite. The facility also will in-
clude 15 religious education classrooms, two 
multi-purpose rooms, a blessed sacrament 
room, sacrisity/robing room, choir room, re-
source center, nursery, restrooms, kitchen, 
storage, and administrative space for two 
Chaplains, Education Director and Assistant. 

Additionally, some of the funding will be 
used for connection to the energy monitoring 
and control system (EMCS) and interior com-
munications/building information systems and 
supporting utilities and other expenses in 
building of the Chapel Center. 

Request No. 2: 
Requesting Member: Congressman TERRY 

EVERETT. 
Bill Number: H.R. 6599, the Military Con-

struction and Veterans Affairs Appropriations 
Act for Fiscal Year 2009. 

Account: Military Construction/ U.S. Air 
Force. 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: U.S. Air 
Force/Congressman TERRY EVERETT. 

Address of Requesting Entity: Maxwell-Gun-
ter Air Force Base, Montgomery, Alabama 
36112–5000. 

Description of Request: This funding will be 
used for the Air and Space Basic Course 
Combat Arms Training Facility at Maxwell- 
Gunter Air Force Base. The funding will be 
used to construct a 56-position, 50-meter 
small arms firing range with automated range 
target system, and a 639 SM support facility 
constructed with reinforced concrete founda-
tion and floor slab, structural steel frame, ma-
sonry walls and sloped architecturally compat-
ible roof. The $15,556,000 for this project was 
also included in the Administration’s Fiscal 
Year 2009 budget. 
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