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It encourages the sharing of information with 

state emergency planning officials, which is 
vital to ensuring that our first responders have 
the tools they need to prevent or respond to 
an attack. 

And it ensures minimum biosecurity and bio-
safety standards for the training of workers in 
the laboratories that deal with the most dan-
gerous substances. 

These measures are of vital importance. 
Over the past several decades we have seen 
revolutions in technology, economics, and poli-
tics that are fundamentally changing the world 
we live in. 

The upside of these developments is obvi-
ous. The world is more prosperous, healthy, 
and interconnected than it has ever been be-
fore. But with these revolutions also come 
challenges. 

The same advances in biotechnology that 
help save lives, can also be used to develop 
dangerous biological agents and toxins that 
can take lives. 

The new global information infrastructure 
that is now the backbone of our economy can 
be used to spread knowledge of how to create 
and disperse biological weapons. 

It is more important than ever that the U.S. 
government be able to track and control the 
dangerous materials that can be used to con-
struct these weapons. This bill will help that 
effort. 

In closing, I’d like to say a special word 
about Senator KENNEDY. He has been a legis-
lative hero of mine since my days working as 
a staffer on the Senate Judiciary Committee. 
He and Vicki are good friends, and are in my 
prayers. 

Rep. ROGERS has amassed an impressive 
amount of knowledge on this subject, and will 
play a major role in securing its passage. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. THOMAS H. ALLEN 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 30, 2008 

Mr. ALLEN. Madam Speaker, on July 29, 
2008, I was unavoidably absent from the 
House. 

If I had been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote No. 534, a motion by Mr. 
THOMPSON of Mississippi to suspend the rules 
and pass H.R. 2490, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security to conduct a pilot 
program for the mobile biometric identification 
in the maritime environment of aliens unlaw-
fully attempting to enter the United States, as 
amended. 

I would have also voted ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall 
vote No. 535, a motion by Mr. DAVIS of Illinois 
to suspend the rules and pass H.R. 6113, a 
bill to amend title 44, United States Code, to 
require each agency to include a contact tele-
phone number in its collection of information in 
order to assist people with filling out govern-
ment forms. 

Finally, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall 
vote No. 536, a motion by Mr. HARE of Illinois 
to suspend the rules and pass H.R. 2192, a 
bill to amend title 38, United States Code, to 
establish an Ombudsman within the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. 

I ask unanimous consent that this statement 
be inserted in the appropriate place in the 
RECORD. 

f 

MIDDLE CLASS TAX FAIRNESS 
ACT 

HON. TIMOTHY J. WALZ 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 30, 2008 

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Madam Speaker 
last week, I introduced legislation that will 
allow tens of millions of middle class tax-
payers to keep more of their hard earned dol-
lars. My Middle Class Tax Fairness Act will 
help Americans who are being squeezed by 
high gas prices, high grocery prices, the high 
cost of health care, and the high cost of col-
lege tuition. 

It is unfair that hard-working Americans go 
to work every day and pay their taxes while 
corporations and the wealthy exploit loopholes 
in our tax code to avoid paying their fair share. 
That’s not right—our tax system should be fair 
all around. 

People’s paychecks are not keeping pace 
with rising costs. In fact, the average house-
hold income is about $800 less than it was 
just 5 years ago, while the price of gas has 
doubled in that same amount of time. All 
across southern Minnesota, people tell me of 
the challenges that they face in our weakening 
economy: choosing between medication or 
basic groceries because their paycheck 
doesn’t accommodate both, or dipping into 
their savings accounts just to help pay for a 
tank of gas. 

Meanwhile, our tax code is full of govern-
ment waste and unnecessary give-aways to 
big corporations. Oil companies will receive an 
estimated $13 billion in subsidies over the 
next 10 years, despite the fact that they are 
posting record-breaking profits. Foreign cor-
porations that operate in the United States set 
up dummy headquarters in tax haven coun-
tries to avoid paying their fair share of taxes. 
But middle class Americans sure aren’t getting 
those kinds of breaks. 

It’s time for a change. It’s time to put hard- 
working families first. My Middle Class Tax 
Fairness Act will repeal these unnecessary 
and wasteful subsidies and close these tax 
loopholes. It provides a real tax break for mid-
dle class families by doubling the standard de-
duction for taxpayers for the next two years. 
This will provide an average tax cut of $750 
for 61 million taxpayers this year alone. 

My legislation will also expand access to the 
Child Tax Credit, helping an estimated 13 mil-
lion children who will either become newly eli-
gible or receive increased benefits from the 
tax credit. 

The Middle Class Tax Fairness Act will also 
help offset the rising cost of property taxes for 
millions of Americans by allowing taxpayers 
who take the standard deduction to lower their 
taxable income by taking their property taxes 
into account. This will benefit more than 32 
million homeowners in the United States who 
did not receive a property tax deduction on 
their taxes. 

Finally, my legislation will help pay down 
nearly $60 billion of our national debt, to help 

address the fiscal mismanagement that has 
contributed to our stagnating economy. 

A few days ago, I talked to a young woman 
in Rochester, Minnesota named Nicole. She’s 
29 years old and commutes twenty miles to 
work every day to her job as a legal assistant. 
Nicole and I estimated that under my pro-
posed legislation, she would save $832 on her 
2008 taxes. 

I also met with another couple, Diane and 
John. They have a six year-old daughter and 
recently purchased their own home. We fig-
ured that my Middle Class Tax Fairness Act 
would allow them to take advantage of the 
new property tax standard deduction and save 
them more than $1,280 on their 2008 taxes. 

These numbers may not be the billions of 
dollars that oil companies and foreign multi-
nationals are used to saving on their taxes, 
but they represent real help for tens of millions 
of middle class Americans who are struggling 
to get by. 

It’s the easiest thing in the world for a politi-
cian to promise someone a tax cut. But it’s 
much harder to do it in a fiscally responsible 
way that is paid for. My legislation does just 
that, and I urge my colleagues to help me in 
the effort by cosponsoring my Middle Class 
Tax Fairness Act. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
July 31, 2008 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

AUGUST 1 

9 a.m. 
Finance 

Business meeting to consider S. 3038, to 
amend part E of title IV of the Social 
Security Act to extend the adoption in-
centives program, to authorize States 
to establish a relative guardianship 
program, to promote the adoption of 
children with special needs, S. 1070, to 
amend the Social Security Act to en-
hance the social security of the Nation 
by ensuring adequate public-private in-
frastructure and to resolve to prevent, 
detect, treat, intervene in, and pros-
ecute elder abuse, neglect, and exploi-
tation, and S. 1577, to amend titles 
XVIII and XIX of the Social Security 
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Act to require screening, including na-
tional criminal history background 
checks, of direct patient access em-
ployees of skilled nursing facilities, 
nursing facilities, and other long-term 
care facilities and providers, and to 
provide for nationwide expansion of the 
pilot program for national and State 
background checks on direct patient 

access employees of long-term care fa-
cilities or providers. 

SD–215 
9:30 a.m. 

Joint Economic Committee 
To hold hearings to examine the employ-

ment-unemployment situation for July 
2008. 

SD–562 

SEPTEMBER 18 

2:30 p.m. 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Surface Transportation and Merchant Ma-

rine Infrastructure, Safety and Secu-
rity Subcommittee 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
bus safety. 

SR–253 
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