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around America, the entire infrastruc-
ture in this country built in the last 80 
years has been built under the provi-
sions of a prevailing wage paid to the 
employees, prevailing for the area in 
which the buildings are being con-
structed. 

What is wrong? What is broken that 
needs fixing? I have never had a con-
stituent in the 32 years that I have 
been in elective office come up and say, 
you know what? This library or this 
road or this school was built wrong be-
cause it was built under Davis-Bacon. 

This is an annual thing, people com-
ing up and complaining about it, be-
cause the prevailing wage oftentimes is 
what the unions pay, and that can get 
the union contract. And what is wrong 
with union labor? This effort to amend 
this is essentially just another strike 
against organized labor in America, 
against a fair, decent wage, at a time 
when the cost of living is almost at an 
all-time high. It is always tried, it al-
ways fails, because there is no need to 
fix it, because it ain’t broken. 

Reject this amendment. 
I yield back the balance of my time. 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-

tion is on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. KING). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chairman announced that the noes 
appeared to have it. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Chairman, I 
demand a recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Iowa will be post-
poned. 

Mr. EDWARDS of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I move to strike the last word. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. EDWARDS of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, it is late at night, now early in 
the morning actually, so I am going to 
be brief. But I want to end as I began, 
by thanking Mr. WAMP, the ranking 
member of this VA Appropriations and 
Military Construction Subcommittee. 

There are a lot of people in Wash-
ington and a lot of people in America 
who think that bipartisanship is not 
only an endangered species, but an ex-
tinct species in Washington. I think 

this process, over 100 hours of hearings, 
19 different hearings, the product to-
night, a good product, is perfect proof 
that bipartisanship for the most impor-
tant of causes is still alive and well in 
Washington, D.C. 

I want to again salute Speaker 
PELOSI and Mr. OBEY and Mr. SPRATT, 
as well as the second ranking Demo-
crat on our subcommittee, Mr. FARR of 
California, who has been there every 
step of the way for our veterans, our 
troops and their families. He has made 
a great contribution to this bill. 

Finally, I would just finish by saying 
my hope and prayer is that what we 
have before this House is a bill that is 
worthy of the sacrifice of our service 
men and women and their families. 

Mr. Chairman, I move that the Com-
mittee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly, the Committee rose; 

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
FARR) having assumed the chair, Mr. 
ALTMIRE, Acting Chairman of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration 
the bill (H.R. 6599) making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2009, and for other 
purposes, had come to no resolution 
thereon. 

f 

REAPPOINTMENT AS MEMBER TO 
COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 201(b) of the Inter-
national Religious Freedom Act of 1998 
(22 USC 6431 note), amended by section 
681(b) of the Foreign Relations Author-
ization Act, Fiscal Year 2003 (22 USC 
2651 note), and the order of the House 
of January 4, 2007, the Chair announces 
the Speaker’s reappointment of the fol-
lowing member on the part of the 
House to the Commission on Inter-
national Religious Freedom for a 2- 
year term ending May 14, 2010: 

Ms. Elizabeth H. Prodromou of Bos-
ton, Massachusetts, to succeed herself. 

APPOINTMENT OF HON. STENY H. 
HOYER AND HON. CHRIS VAN 
HOLLEN TO ACT AS SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE TO SIGN EN-
ROLLED BILLS AND JOINT RESO-
LUTIONS THROUGH SEPTEMBER 
8, 2008 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
July 31, 2008. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable STENY H. 
HOYER and the Honorable CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
to act as Speaker pro tempore to sign en-
rolled bills and joint resolutions through 
September 8, 2008. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the appointment is ap-
proved. 

There was no objection. 
f 

REVISIONS TO ALLOCATION FOR 
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDU-
CATION AND LABOR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
SPRATT) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SPRATT. Mr. Speaker, under section 
208 of S. Con. Res. 70, the Concurrent Reso-
lution on the Budget for fiscal year 2009, I 
hereby submit for printing in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD a revision to the budget allo-
cations and aggregates for certain House 
committees for fiscal years 2008 and 2009 
and the period of fiscal years 2009 through 
2013. This revision represents an adjustment 
to certain House committee budget allocations 
and aggregates for the purposes of sections 
302 and 311 of the Congressional Budget Act 
of 1974, as amended, and in response to con-
sideration of the conference report to accom-
pany the bill H.R. 4137 (Higher Education Op-
portunity Act). Corresponding tables are at-
tached. 

Under section 323 of S. Con. Res. 70, this 
adjustment to the budget allocations and ag-
gregates applies while the measure is under 
consideration. The adjustments will take effect 
upon enactment of the measure. For purposes 
of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, as 
amended, a revised allocation made under 
section 323 of S. Con. Res. 70 is to be con-
sidered as an allocation included in the resolu-
tion. 

BUDGET AGGREGATES 
[On-budget amounts, in millions of dollars] 

Fiscal years— 

2008 1 2009 1 2 2009–2013 

Current Aggregates: 
Budget Authority ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 2,456,198 2,462,553 (3) 
Outlays ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 2,437,784 2,497,436 (3) 
Revenues ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,875,401 2,029,653 11,780,263 

Change in the Higher Education Opportunity Act (H.R. 4137): 
Budget Authority ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. ¥10 ¥9 (3) 
Outlays ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 0 ¥114 (3) 
Revenues ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 0 0 0 

Revised Aggregates: 
Budget Authority ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 2,456,188 2,462,544 (3) 
Outlays ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 2,437,784 2,497,322 (3) 
Revenues ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,875,401 2,029,653 11,780,263 

1 Current aggregates do not include spending covered by section 301(b)(1) (overseas deployments and related activities). The section has not been triggered to date in Appropriation action. 
2 Current aggregates do not include Corps of Engineers emergency spending assumed in the budget resolution, that will not be included in current level due to its emergency designation (section 301(b)(2)). 
3 Not applicable because annual appropriations Acts for fiscal years 2010 through 2013 will not be considered until future sessions of Congress. 
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