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side of the aisle on this issue. We 
should get to the essence of the issue, 
which is produce more American en-
ergy. 

Mr. CORNYN. I appreciate the Sen-
ator from New Hampshire addressing 
that issue. I have always been amazed 
that those who say we ought to do 
something to help poor people who 
need help with their heating oil are the 
same folks who seem to be the most re-
sistant to opening America’s reserves 
of natural resources which would have 
the effect of bringing down oil prices 
for everybody. It seems to me that 
would be one of the most commonsense 
things we could do. 

Mr. GREGG. The Senator makes a 
truly excellent point. If we want to ad-
dress the fear low-income people have 
about the cost of their energy to heat 
their home, bring down the cost of en-
ergy. Address the systematic problem. 

LIHEAP is an important program. It 
is a critical program for us in New Eng-
land. But it is the bandaid. It is not 
going to the symptom. The symptom is 
the price of the energy, so that is why 
we need to vote on it. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. If the Senator will suspend, 
morning business is closed. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2009—MOTION TO PROCEED 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will resume consideration of 
the motion to proceed to S. 3001, which 
the clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 732, S. 
3001, a bill to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2009 for military activities of the 
Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and 
for other purposes. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
time until 12:30 shall be divided in al-
ternating 30-minute blocks of time, 
with Republicans controlling the first 
block. 

ENERGY 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask if 
you would please notify us when 10 
minutes remain in our time so the Sen-
ator from Georgia can take the floor. 
We would like to continue with the col-
loquy. 

I know the Senator from Florida, 
Senator MARTINEZ, is here. I know off-
shore drilling has been somewhat con-
troversial in his State. I would like 
him to address that. But I would also 
like him to help us understand the big-

ger picture, and that is why the major-
ity leader, who controls the agenda on 
the floor of the Senate, a Member of 
the other party, refuses to allow us to 
vote. I know Senator OBAMA has ada-
mantly opposed any additional offshore 
exploration and production. One con-
clusion I guess you might draw is that 
the majority leader, by refusing an op-
portunity for Senators to vote, is 
somehow protecting the Presidential 
nominee, the presumptive Presidential 
nominee, from perhaps an embar-
rassing split in his own political party. 

I wonder if the Senator has any com-
ments. 

Mr. MARTINEZ. I am happy to com-
ment on the situation in Florida and 
also what I think is an observation you 
made accurately in the larger political 
climate. They are related. The State of 
Florida has jealously guarded its off-
shore resources because we have a tre-
mendous tourism economy, as does 
Texas in some parts of the State. How-
ever, $4 for a gallon of gas has caused 
a transformation in thinking. It has al-
lowed us to see more clearly what is 
occurring. What is occurring to our Na-
tion is not just that the people, the 
families, American families, are hurt-
ing at the pump when they go pump 
gas. Fortunately in Florida our winters 
are mild, but I understand the situa-
tion in New Hampshire and other cold 
States that is going to be coming up. 
This is hurting families. This is a prob-
lem to the American family, particu-
larly those on fixed income, many of 
whom live in Florida. 

The problem becomes more acute be-
cause this also merges into our na-
tional defense, into our security as a 
nation. When the Persian Gulf war 
took place, Alaska increased its pro-
duction of oil, and at that time they 
were producing at a capacity of 2.1 mil-
lion barrels a day. Today they are only 
producing 700,000 barrels a day because 
the supply of oil in Alaska is dwindling 
because we are not allowed to develop 
additional resources there. 

What is occurring, essentially, is 
that the domestic supply of oil is ever 
decreasing, our percentage of depend-
ence on foreign sources is ever increas-
ing, while at the same time the price is 
going through the roof. It is a supply- 
and-demand problem that cries out for 
a solution. 

What has occurred? My own trans-
formation has been that while I was 
adamantly opposed to any form of 
drilling, my own Governor took a for-
ward-thinking position and decided 
maybe the time had come for us to re-
consider and think a little differently 
about it. We still want to protect our 
coastline. We still want to protect our 
beaches. But at the same time, we have 
to recognize a new reality. That new 
reality requires us to adapt to the cur-
rent circumstances. We are transfer-
ring wealth to the extent of $700 billion 
a year to foreign sources. It is 

unsustainable over a long period of 
time. America will be squandering its 
wealth purely to satisfy our demand 
for oil. 

Surely we have to do other things 
about renewables. We have to do all 
that. But at the end of the day, we 
have to do more on our own resources 
to produce more oil from America’s 
soil. 

What has occurred is, in fact, the pre-
sumptive nominee of the Democratic 
Party and the presumptive nominee of 
the Republican Party have taken diver-
gent points of view. Senator MCCAIN, 
changing his position much as I have, 
has said: Times have changed. We have 
to drill in the offshore. Senator OBAMA 
remains stuck in the past. He is not for 
change. He is against change when it 
comes to taking care of America’s oil 
resources. I believe what we are fol-
lowing is the dictates of higher powers. 
At the same time, the business of the 
Senate has ground to a halt. We have 
not been able to accomplish much be-
cause we have not been allowed to have 
the thorough debate we need to have 
on this very important issue. 

When I hear from Floridians today, 
they want us to move the business of 
Government, but they most of all want 
us to solve this problem. They do not 
want us to put it aside. They know 
they are hurting. 

They also realize, by the way, this is 
no panacea. We have no magic wand we 
can wave and lower prices tomorrow, 
but we can begin a trend that is going 
to trend in the downward direction if 
we begin to do something about open-
ing America’s resources to more drill-
ing. 

Mr. CORNYN. I appreciate the com-
ments of the Senator from Florida. In 
the real world, when the facts change, 
people are free to change their mind. 

Mr. MARTINEZ. That is right. 
Mr. CORNYN. I think $4 gasoline and 

$140-plus for a barrel of oil have caused 
a lot of people to rethink their prior 
positions. Gasoline was $2.33 when the 
Democrats took control of Congress in 
early 2007 but now is hovering around 
$4 a gallon, and I think it is only rea-
sonable that people will reassess their 
decisionmaking. Indeed, I think we 
have seen that happen with the Amer-
ican people, if you look at public opin-
ion polls, shifting to overwhelming 
support for exploration and production 
from the Outer Continental Shelf. 

I say to the Senator from New Hamp-
shire, I know, as the Senator from 
Florida said, more oil is going to be a 
transitional step on our part because 
production globally is declining. Yet 
demand, especially from huge econo-
mies such as China and India, is going 
up. I know the Senator from New 
Hampshire is a big proponent of clean 
nuclear power. I wonder if he can com-
ment on what he sees this transition 
looking like, in terms of starting with 
more American production but with 
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