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Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, I thank 

the majority whip for his patience in 
dealing with this business tonight. 

I will end my remarks with the fol-
lowing: What we have had in the Sen-
ate this past week is an attempt to 
change the Senate to the House. The 
Senate’s tradition is debate and amend. 
Every one of the bills I have had a hold 
on, I proudly hold those bills. I have 
notified everyone involved in the legis-
lation on why I was holding those bills. 
The fact that we had no response to ne-
gotiate any sort of compromise what-
soever on those bills tells us there was 
no good intent in the first place to try 
to pass those bills. 

Let the record show that the Emmett 
Till bill could have been passed to-
night, supported by the very people 
who started this bill in the first place, 
who started the effort to get it passed, 
who endorsed our efforts and, in fact, it 
was denied. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The as-

sistant majority leader. 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, let me 

just say I do respect the Senator from 
Oklahoma. He and I have worked to-
gether. I do respect the fact that when 
he puts a hold on a bill, he is public 
about it. There are many people who 
sneak around here who hold legislation 
and hope they will never be discovered. 
Senator COBURN from Oklahoma does 
not take that position. I respect him 
for that. I may disagree with him on 
many substantive issues, and we do dis-
agree, but I do respect him for his ap-
proach. 

Let’s be very honest about this situa-
tion. These 35 bills are bills we wanted 
to pass. They are bills passed out of 
committee. They are bills sponsored by 
Democrats and Republicans. They are 
bills we tried to bring up by unanimous 
consent that were held by the Repub-
lican side of the aisle. In our frustra-
tion over these holds, we packaged 
them together and asked Republicans 
to join us and pass them in a bipartisan 
way. 

Each and every one of these bills had 
virtual unanimous affirmation in the 
committees to which they were re-
ferred, and most of them had passed 
overwhelmingly with bipartisan votes 
in the House. 

But now we have a situation where 
individual Senators—and it is the right 
of every one of us as Senators—are de-
ciding: I will just take a cluster of 
these bills and hang on to them. I will 
let my staffers look them over. We will 
get back to you in a few weeks, maybe 
a few months, maybe never. That 
abuses the process. 

I believe if someone has a serious 
problem with a bill, has a misgiving, 
they should announce their hold and 
the reason for the hold, and, I guess, 
out of respect for the sponsor, to go 
forward and explain what the problem 
is. If it can be resolved, fine, and if it 
cannot be, so be it. 

I also want to say this: What is 
wrong with calling up these bills and 
those who don’t like them voting 
against them? That is their right to ex-
press their displeasure on the record. 
But to hold the bill—if I can’t have it 
my way, no one gets a chance to vote— 
I think pushes it to the extreme. To do 
that occasionally in your senatorial ca-
reer, I can understand. But to make 
that the business of the Senate is to 
guarantee total frustration. 

Today in the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, I couldn’t help but interrupt 
the proceedings and ask what the point 
was of deliberating on bills if some of 
the same Senators who were going to 
vote for those bills out of committee 
were going to hold them once they 
came to the floor and really make sure 
they never had a chance to be passed 
into law. That is fact. That is what has 
happened. 

Because of the pain that has been 
caused by these earlier votes where Re-
publicans have come to us privately 
and said: We are sorry we voted this 
way; some of these bills are bills we 
really wanted to vote for, now they 
have come to the floor and tried to 
pick them off one at a time and reduce 
the pain and—I will use the word ‘‘em-
barrassment,’’ although Senator 
COBURN says neither applies to him. I 
think for some of his colleagues there 
is embarrassment that they would vote 
against a bill to establish a national 
registry for victims of Lou Gehrig’s 
disease, that they would put a hold on 
a bill that was designed to deal with 
paralysis, the Christopher Reeve bill, 
in an attempt to honor this man and 
all he did and try to help quadriplegics 
across the country; a bill cosponsored 
by Senator COCHRAN and Senator KEN-
NEDY to deal with stroke victims, that 
they would put a hold on that; a hold 
on a bill in which I have a great inter-
est dealing with postpartum depres-
sion. 

The belief on that side of the aisle is, 
it is all right; we can hold them until 
they are exactly the way we want. 
That has gone on too long, for months 
and even longer. 

When it comes to some of these bills 
relating to criminal sections, some of 
these should be passed in a hurry. I 
don’t know any one of us who does not 
want to deal with Internet pornog-
raphy that threatens our children and 
grandchildren, kids in our commu-
nities. We had this bill ready to go. 
This bill should have been passed 
quickly, and it was held on the Repub-
lican side of the aisle until we had to 
bring it up in this package and then 
voted against, voted not to bring it for-
ward. 

In their frustration, they have now 
tried to come out at the close of the 
week and have something to point to: I 
tried to come back on the floor, I tried 
to bring the bill up, but Democrats ob-
jected. The true story is those bills 

have been held up for months. They 
have been held up on the Republican 
side of the aisle. 

I sure hope my colleagues will under-
stand they cannot run the Senate the 
way each one wants to run it. We can-
not let every single Senator decide the 
agenda of this Senate or it will be dys-
functional and chaotic and many good 
pieces of legislation will never see the 
light of day. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor and 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent the Senate proceed 
to a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak for up to 
10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CONGRATULATING TERRY 
SAUVAIN 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, St. Igna-
tius High School is a private, Roman 
Catholic, Jesuit high school for young 
men located in Cleveland, OH. The 
school is renowned for its high stand-
ards of academic excellence, with near-
ly 100 percent of its graduates attend-
ing colleges and universities within one 
year of graduation. 

Under the leadership of Rev. Tim 
Kesicki, S.J., and his predecessor, Fr. 
Robert J. Welsh, S.J., this high school 
works hard to produce students who 
are open to growth, intellectually com-
petent, loving, religious, and com-
mitted to doing justice. In summary, a 
St. Ignatius student is a ‘‘man for oth-
ers.’’ 

Each year, Saint Ignatius High 
School presents its annual John V. 
Corrigan ’38 Distinguished Alumnus 
Award to a graduate with notable 
achievements who has used his talents 
and skills for those in need, consistent 
with the paramount objective of Jesuit 
education the formation of ‘‘Men for 
Others.’’ The award recognizes an ac-
complished graduate who serves as a 
positive role model for the students of 
St. Ignatius High School. 

I am quite proud and most pleased to 
announce that the 2008 John V. 
Corrigan ’38 Distinguished Alumnus 
Award was presented to the one of the 
Senate’s very own, Mr. Terrence E. 
Sauvain, who currently serves in my 
office of the President pro tempore as a 
senior advisor. 

I have been very fortunate to have 
had Terry as a member of my staff for 
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