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One of Vermont’s landmark eateries, 

the Wayside Restaurant sparks com-
munity admiration through its history 
of public service. A major part of the 
Wayside’s success is its history of fam-
ily ownership. Karen Galfetti and 
Brian Zecchinelli are second-genera-
tion owners and operators. The cou-
ple’s dedication and hands on approach 
are what sets the tone of the establish-
ment, aided by their home’s location 
right next to the restaurant. Working 
together as a family, the Zecchinellis 
strive to create a comfortable atmos-
phere and affordable service for the 
community; as such they represent the 
heart of working America. Providing 
excellent benefits for employees, most 
of whom have been there for decades, 
the philosophy behind the Wayside re-
flects the kind of values that strength-
en our country. The Zecchinellis’ dedi-
cation was recognized in 2005, when the 
U.S. Small Business Administration 
named them best Family-Owned Small 
Business of the Year. 

Without the Wayside, to invite folks 
into Vermont, we would be missing not 
only the chance to connect with our 
next door neighbors, but the oppor-
tunity to support a long-time estab-
lishment that has always kept the in-
terests of its customers at the heart of 
its expansion. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that an article from the Times 
Argus detailing their 90 years of suc-
cess be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the Times Argus] 
WAYSIDE TURNING 90 

(By Susan Allen) 
MONTPELIER/BERLIN (literally).—In 1918, 

the Armistice was signed, ending World War 
I. 

A legend—Ella Fitzgerald—was born. 
A first class postage stamp cost 3 cents. 
And, of course, the Boston Red Sox won 

the World Series. 
That same year, Effie Ballou opened The 

Wayside Restaurant, straddling the Montpe-
lier/Berlin town line—not the 160-seat local 
institution that has become something of a 
landmark in Central Vermont, but a small, 
take-out joint that more closely resembled a 
snack bar. 

‘‘In the early days, there were no seats in-
side the restaurant,’’ said Brian Zecchinelli, 
who married into the restaurant business in 
1994 when he tied the knot with Karen 
Galfetti—whose family bought The Wayside 
in 1966 from the Fishes (who bought it from 
Effie Ballou in 1945). 

‘‘Mrs. Ballou would make some soup at the 
house, donuts, bring them down and reheat 
them,’’ Zecchinelli said. 

Today’s Wayside serves around 1,000 cus-
tomers a day—more in the summer, fewer in 
the winter. Most are locals and many are 
regulars who eat there so often they know 
the day of the week by the restaurant’s reg-
ular daily special. 

But The Wayside has become more than a 
place local Vermonters go for a good, afford-
able meal (Zecchinelli recently mailed a let-
ter to lawmakers reminding them they can 
eat three meals a day there for about $20). 

Many statewide and local politicians make 
sure there’s at least one Wayside stop on the 
campaign tour. Zecchinelli said that’s be-
cause so many Vermonters from all walks of 
life can be found there—plenty of votes to 
woo. 

‘‘It’s just such a cross section of the com-
munity eating here,’’ Zecchinelli said. 
‘‘Plumbers, lawyers, teachers, bank presi-
dents . . . the whole mix of customers. 
You’ve got rusty old trucks and shining Mer-
cedes in the parking lot.’’ 

The Wayside was also a hot spot for state 
workers until some years ago. That was due, 
in part, to the employee meal reimburse-
ment plan that allowed workers to expense 
meals eaten outside Montpelier. So, 
Zecchinelli said, some would eat at tables on 
the Berlin side of the restaurant so they 
could expense their meal—until an auditor 
discovered that while the town line passed 
through the property, the entire restaurant 
was inside the Montpelier city limits. No 
more expensing. 

Asked what makes the restaurant so spe-
cial, ‘‘You always say you have good employ-
ees and good customers,’’ Zecchinelli said. 

But, he said, the reality is something dif-
ferent. It’s the house. Ballou lived in a house 
on the hill just behind The Wayside. When 
she sold the restaurant to Joseph and Amy 
Fish (their son George and his wife Vivian 
took it over in 1954), the house went with the 
deal. 

And when the Galfettis bought the res-
taurant in 1966, they, in turn, got the house, 
as did Karen and Brian when they took over. 

‘‘Since Day One, the house was always 
with the restaurant,’’ said Brian Zecchinelli. 
‘‘So the owners have always been very 
hands-on. . . . The fact that the owner has 
always been able to skip down to The Way-
side to give folks a hand, be there during 
hours when you’re busiest. 

‘‘If other businesses want to put a house on 
the property, go for it,’’ he advised. 

Brian, who previously worked at Milne 
Travel and Rock of Ages, never expected to 
go into the restaurant business. Although 
Karen had also worked elsewhere—E.F. Hut-
ton and Co. and Smith Barney in Bur-
lington—she knew The Wayside was probably 
in her future. 

‘‘It was something I tried and I liked. 
We’ve enjoyed it,’’ Brian Zecchinelli said. 
‘‘We’re been so active in this business that 
we can tag team each other.’’ 

The Galfettis and Zecchinellis have put 
seven additions on the restaurant over the 
years, and although customers have urged 
him to expand, Brian said the current size of 
120 tables feels like the number to stay with, 
‘‘a comfortable size.’’ 

He said the best thing about owning The 
Wayside has been the customers, who truly 
respond to good food. ‘‘You’re only as good 
as your last meal,’’ he quipped. 

The toughest thing, he noted, has been 
meeting the bottom line. 

‘‘The challenge is keeping costs in line so 
we can continue to be an affordable place for 
people to gather,’’ he said. Almost every-
thing is made on site. The kitchen is large 
and the smells of freshly baking bread (al-
most all bread, except English muffins and 
rye, are made at the restaurant). Daily spe-
cials include full turkey meals, roast beef, 
maple-cured McKenzie ham and more. 

On virtually any day of the week, any time 
of the day, the parking lot is packed, most of 
the cars, trucks and motorcycles carrying 
Vermont license plates. 

Zecchinelli said his favorite moment dur-
ing his years as Wayside owner was the Red 

Sox rally he hosted after the Sox won the 
2004 World Series, noting the last time his 
team had won was the year The Wayside 
opened—1918. 

‘‘We argued whether The Wayside has been 
the curse or the Bambino,’’ he joked. 

The restaurant rolled back prices that day, 
and more than 3,000 people came in to cele-
brate, ‘‘mostly Red Sox fans, but some em-
ployees were in Yankee jerseys. That’s OK 
because we’re baseball fans.’’ 

What will happen to The Wayside in the fu-
ture, one wonders? It’s impossible to know 
for sure. 

But, Zecchinelli pointed out, his son Jay 
has been working the register since he was 4. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I 
rise today because I am proud to see 
the Senate pass two strong, bipartisan 
bills that will provide much needed re-
lief to families across the country; the 
College Opportunities and Afford-
ability Act of 2008 and the Consumer 
Product Safety Improvement Act of 
2008. 

Congress first passed the Higher Edu-
cation Act more than 40 years ago, 
guided by the principle that no quali-
fied student should be denied the op-
portunity to attend college because of 
the cost. Today, the cost of college has 
more than tripled. Tuition at 4-year 
public colleges in Minnesota has in-
creased 100 percent in just the past 10 
years. 

I believe that investing in higher 
education pays extraordinary divi-
dends, I am proud to provide real help 
for students and their families to make 
college more affordable. By passing 
this legislation we continue our fight 
to gain stronger Federal support for 
higher education opportunities—be-
cause our future success as a State and 
a nation depends on making sure that 
quality education is accessible and af-
fordable. 

I am also so happy to see Congress 
pass comprehensive product safety leg-
islation. Inspired by the story of 
Jarnell Brown—a 4-year-old boy in 
Minnesota who died after ingesting a 
charm that was 99 percent lead—I have 
worked for the past year on authoring 
and promoting the lead provision of the 
Consumer Product Safety Improve-
ment Act of 2008. In the past year and 
a half, over 13 million toys have been 
recalled because they contained harm-
ful lead, and I am proud to say that 
this bill finally gets that substance out 
of children’s toys. 

As one of the conferees of this legis-
lation, I signed the final conference re-
port that was sent to the floor today, 
and I have been a strong supporter of 
this legislation since the beginning. 
This legislation is the most sweeping 
consumer product safety reform in dec-
ades, and I am glad that we have fi-
nally voted this evening to protect our 
children and protect our public. 

On August 1, 2007, the Minneapolis I– 
35W bridge spanning the Mississippi 
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River collapsed. The 1-year anniversary 
of this tragedy will be recognized 
across my State tomorrow. I am trav-
eling home to honor the victims and 
their families, and to recognize our he-
roic first responders. By returning to 
Minnesota, I will not be in Washington, 
DC, to vote on the adoption of either 
the College Opportunities and Afford-
ability Act of 2008 or the Consumer 
Product Safety Improvement Act of 
2008 conference reports. Had I not re-
turned to Minnesota, I would have 
voted in favor of both of these impor-
tant pieces of legislation.∑ 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

HONORING HOOSIER OLYMPIC 
ATHLETES 

∑ Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, today I 
pay tribute to the eight outstanding 
Hoosier athletes representing the State 
of Indiana and all of the United States 
in the Games of the XXIX Olympiad in 
Beijing, China. 

Lloy Ball, a volleyball player from 
Fort Wayne; David Boudia, a diver 
from Noblesville; Tamika Catchings, a 
basketball player from Indianapolis; 
Lauren Cheney, a soccer player from 
Indianapolis; Richard Clayton, a base-
ball player from Lafayette; Mary 
Dunnichay, a diver from Elwood; 
Thomas Finchum, a diver from Indian-
apolis; and Bridget Sloan, a gymnast 
from Pittsboro, will all represent the 
Hoosier State as members of Team 
USA. 

These Hoosiers have shown superior 
abilities, extraordinary work ethics, 
and unflappable determination in their 
quests to become Olympic athletes. 
The road to the pinnacle of athletic 
success has required thousands of 
hours of demanding training over years 
of preparation, yet these athletes show 
us that commitment to excellence 
truly has its rewards. For some, the 
spoils of their sacrifice may even come 
in the form of an Olympic medal. 

This Olympiad is the first for many 
of the Hoosier athletes; others have 
donned the colors of Team USA before. 
This year, Lloy Ball, a member of the 
U.S. men’s volleyball team, will be-
come the first male athlete from the 
United States to compete in four Olym-
pic Games. Lloy’s incredible feat will 
forever be part of Indiana and Olympic 
sports history, and I know our entire 
state is immensely proud to count him 
among our own. 

As these eight athletes travel half-
way around the globe to compete 
against the world’s finest, they will 
bring with them the unwavering sup-
port of their fellow Hoosiers. The peo-
ple of Indiana are fortunate to have 
such an exceptional group representing 
us at the Olympic Games. 

Team USA represents the best Amer-
ica has to offer, and these Hoosiers will 

make our State and our country 
proud.∑ 

f 

HONORING JACK W. AEBY 

∑ Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, this 
month marks the 63rd year since sci-
entists at Los Alamos National Lab-
oratory tested the world’s first nuclear 
weapon at the Trinity Test Site in 
southern New Mexico. While much has 
been written about this test, which has 
changed the course of the world as we 
know it today, little has been written 
about the famous color photograph of 
this test the only color photograph 
that survived the test. 

Jack W. Aeby, then 23, was assigned 
to Emilio Segre in the Gamma Radi-
ation group as a technician and was 
permitted to bring his own 35 mm cam-
era to take color pictures of the radi-
ation measuring equipment. When the 
detonation occurred, Mr. Aeby took 3 
pictures of the detonation before run-
ning out of film. Of those three pic-
tures, one turned out to be good. Today 
that picture is used around the world 
and is found on the cover of such fa-
mous publications as Time magazine 
and Richard Rhodes’ ‘‘The Making of 
the Atomic Bomb.’’ In some cases he is 
given credit for this photo but never 
consistently due to the complications 
associated with our copyright law. 

Mr. Aeby still lives in Espanola, NM. 
As he turns 85 next month, I would like 
to honor him and the contribution he 
has made to society in taking this 
photo to remind us of the way this test 
has changed the course of modern his-
tory.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. MICHAEL C. 
MORGAN 

∑ Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, Dr. Mi-
chael Morgan is a professor of atmos-
pheric sciences at the University of 
Wisconsin, Madison, and a Congres-
sional Science Fellow sponsored by the 
American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science. 

As a native of Baltimore, Dr. Morgan 
earned his undergraduate degree as 
well as his doctorate from the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology. He 
has also completed post-doctoral stud-
ies at Texas A&M University. Dr. Mor-
gan has been an invaluable member of 
my staff since October, 2007. His fellow-
ship ends in late August and he will re-
turn to his teaching duties then. 

The AAAS Fellows Program has been 
the source of skilled science advisers 
for many years here on Capitol Hill. 
Rarely, however, has the program 
made such a timely placement. With 
his expertise in atmospheric sciences, 
Dr. Morgan was especially well- 
equipped to advise me on global cli-
mate change issues. 

As the Environment and Public 
Works Committee held a number of 
oversight hearings on climate change 

last year, Dr. Morgan provided careful 
analysis of witness testimony as well 
as probing questions. When Mr. 
LIEBERMAN and Mr. WARNER advanced 
their landmark legislation, America’s 
Climate Security Act, few offices could 
rely on the expertise that Dr. Morgan 
lent this Senator. And when Ms. BOXER 
brought the legislation to the floor, Dr. 
Morgan had convinced me that a broad- 
based science program of monitoring 
and analysis was needed. Although 
blocked from offering my scientific 
monitoring amendment on the floor, 
Dr. Morgan has provided us with a 
solid framework that I intend to see as 
part of climate change legislation con-
sidered next year. 

In addition to his expertise on atmos-
pheric science issues, Dr. Morgan pro-
vided comprehensive support to me on 
the full range of issues that came be-
fore the Environment and Public 
Works Committee. Of special note has 
been his work on bills to control harm-
ful mercury emission and another bill 
to simplify and automate the tracking 
system for hazardous wastes in this 
country. 

Dr. Morgan has been an integral part 
of the Projects Team in my office and 
a valued friend and colleague to my 
permanent staff. 

As he prepares to return to his aca-
demic duties, Dr. Morgan goes with my 
sincere thanks and best wishes.∑ 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF RAY JOHNSON 

∑ Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I wish 
to recognize Ray Johnson who is retir-
ing on September 1, 2008, from the 
Delaware State Pension Office after an 
amazing 39 years and 10 months of 
service to the people of Delaware. Ray 
literally has dedicated his life to help-
ing tens of thousands of State employ-
ees, educators, and others prepare for 
their retirement. It is now my privilege 
to thank him for his dedication to 
them, to commend him for a life well 
lived, and to wish him the very best of 
luck throughout his own retirement. 

I met Ray on my first day as State 
treasurer in November of 1976 at a time 
when the State Pension Office was part 
of the State Treasurer’s Office. He was 
one of the original Pension Office em-
ployees, having served for the office 
since its creation. Because of his long 
tenure with the office, Ray has served 
as the go-to person for just about any 
issue that ever arose within the office. 
His deep understanding and knowledge 
of the workings of the office, whether 
it be in the investment sector or the 
calculation of retirement benefits, 
made him a valuable resource for not 
only the people he served but to his co-
workers, as well. 

Ray began his career in public serv-
ice on November 1, 1968, as the first 
senior accountant for the State Budget 
Commission. There, he developed the 
initial accounting system to track and 
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