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life together this weekend. On Saturday, Au-
gust 2, 2008, Allison Claire McLeod and Na-
thaniel Lee Sandstrom will be joined in matri-
mony surrounded by their loving family and 
friends at Preston Hall in Baltimore, Maryland. 

Allie and Nate, as their family and friends 
call them, currently live in Baltimore but were 
both born in the Midwest. In fact, they de-
scribe themselves as, ‘‘A balanced combina-
tion of Midwestern salt-of-the-earth values and 
Columbia, MD-born neighborliness . . .’’ 

Allie was born in Cleveland, Ohio on May 
23, 1980. Her mother, Karen Jean McLeod, is 
a retired elementary school teacher’s assistant 
for the Columbia School District in Maryland, 
and her father, Robert John McLeod, is a me-
teorologist for the National Weather Service. 
When Allie was three years old, her father’s 
work transferred the McLeod family to Colum-
bia, MD. The family would relocate to Boise, 
Idaho for several years before eventually re-
turning to Columbia. Back in Maryland, Allie 
attended Wilde Lake High School. At Wilde 
Lake, Allie participated on the school’s 
volleyball and lacrosse teams and was active 
in Students for a Better World. After high 
school Allie went on to study at Towson Uni-
versity in Maryland. 

Nate was born in Appleton, Wisconsin on 
July 12, 1979. His mother, Vicki Lynn Kessler, 
is a minister at St. Paul United Church of 
Christ in Denver, Iowa, and his father, Kent 
Lee Sandstrom, is a professor at the Univer-
sity of Northern Iowa (UNI). Nate’s family relo-
cated to Waterloo, Iowa when his father began 
working at UNI. Nate attended Cedar Falls 
High School and was active in baseball, band 
and the school newspaper. He attended Iowa 
State University and UNI and then moved to 
Maryland to complete his studies at Towson 
University. 

It was at Towson University where the fu-
ture bride and groom eventually met. The two 
young students belonged to the same circle of 
college friends, and after an initial period as 
good friends, the couple started dating. Their 
relationship blossomed and Allie and Nate be-
came a couple. When Nate enrolled in grad-
uate school at the University of Illinois Urbana 
Champaign, the couple both relocated to the 
Midwest. After two years in Illinois, the couple 
returned to Maryland in 2006 and set up home 
in Baltimore. 

The couple enjoys spending time with family 
and friends, camping, and cheering on the 
Washington Redskins, among other activities. 
They were engaged on May 23, 2007, and the 
newlywed couple will make their home in the 
Federal Hill neighborhood of Baltimore. Their 
many friends say Allie and Nate are very well 
suited for each other, and their families al-
ready consider each of them a member of the 
family. 

Allie and Nate will be joined in their wedding 
celebration in Baltimore’s historic neighbor-
hood of Mount Vernon by guests from across 
town and across the country. Family and 
friends are traveling from California, Illinois, 
Iowa, Wisconsin, New York, and South Caro-
lina among other states. Special participants in 
the wedding ceremony will be Katharine Eliza-
beth McLeod, the bride’s maid of honor; Philip 
Sandstrom, the groom’s best man; and the 
other members of the wedding party: Tracey 
Bounds, Becca Dougherty, Kelly Neale, Lind-

say Thomasson, Mark Goldman, Andrew 
McLeod, Patrick Newstrom, and Matt Schaffer. 
When they take their wedding vows, Allie and 
Nate will have the added honor of having 
Nate’s mother, the Reverend Kessler, perform 
the ceremony. 

Madam Speaker, I offer my best wishes to 
the McLeod and Sandstrom families, their 
friends and guests for a very happy and mem-
orable celebration. To Allie and Nate, I offer 
the sentiment and gifts which George Bailey 
offered the Martini family as they moved into 
their new home in the classic film, It’s a Won-
derful Life, ‘‘Bread! That their house may 
never know hunger. Salt! That life may always 
have flavor. And wine! That joy and prosperity 
may reign forever.’’ Lastly, I wish that through-
out their wonderful life together, Allie and Nate 
will always have an abundance of what St. 
Paul wrote of in his letter to the Corinthians, 
‘‘faith, hope, and love; and the greatest of 
these is love.’’ 
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THANKING THE SKENTARIS FAM-
ILY FOR THEIR SERVICE TO THE 
HOUSE 

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 30, 2008 

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to say farewell to the Skentaris Family, 
the operators of the food service in the Ford 
House Office Building, and to thank them for 
their fifteen years of outstanding service to the 
United States House of Representatives. 

Jordan Skentaris, the patriarch of the family 
business, came to the United States through 
Ellis Island from Greece on April 17, 1955. 
Jordan began his food service career in New 
York City and eventually settled in Fayetteville, 
North Carolina, where his family operated res-
taurants for 30 years. In January 1993, Jor-
dan, his lovely wife Soula, and their wonderful 
children—daughter Artemis and son Chris-
topher—began their service to the House in 
the Ford House Office Building. Their unwav-
ering commitment to serve the needs of every 
customer to the fullest extent possible no mat-
ter who they are—and regardless of their polit-
ical affiliation—has endeared them to Mem-
bers, House staff, Capitol Police and visitors. 
This was particularly evident as the Skentaris 
family made sure their customers and employ-
ees were taken care of during 9/11 and an-
thrax. Since the Ford Building was closed for 
weeks following the anthrax attack, this was 
no easy task, but they persevered and found 
a way to keep continuity of service without 
missing a beat to the customers and commu-
nity they so value. 

Many times we hear people say that Capitol 
Hill is a family. I would like to say that the 
Skentaris family has not only been part of the 
Capitol Hill family, they have become my fam-
ily. Many of the customers who pass through 
the cafeteria daily are greeted by name. Jor-
dan, Soula, Artemis and Christopher can be 
proud of the level of service they provide to 
their customers each and every day. 

On behalf of the entire House community, 
we bid a fond farewell to the Skentaris family 

and extend our deepest appreciation for their 
dedication and outstanding contributions to the 
U.S. House of Representatives. We wish them 
much success in their future endeavor at the 
Voice of America where I, my staff and hun-
dreds of others will follow them—not only for 
their delicious food, but for the warmth and 
considerate service they provide to all who 
enter. They will be sincerely missed. 
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THE DAILY 45: A HERO DIES TO 
SAVE OTHERS AS A GUNMAN EN-
TERS A CHURCH 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 30, 2008 

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, the Depart-
ment of Justice tells us that, everyday, 45 
people, on average, are fatally shot in the U.S. 
Last weekend, the nation’s attention was riv-
eted by the shocking act of a gunman who felt 
comfortable walking into a church, on Sunday, 
and opening fire. This incident, at the Ten-
nessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church, 
was especially horrific because of the loss of 
life—two, to date—as well as the long-term 
scars it will leave on the children who were 
participating in a choral presentation for their 
families and friends. 

As sometimes happens in these incidents, 
there was a hero involved who martyred him-
self to protect others. Such was the case, this 
time, as church members told police that 60- 
year-old Greg McKendry, without blinking an 
eye, saw what was happening and, literally, 
placed his body in the line of fire. I extend a 
heartfelt prayer to the church community, Mr. 
McKendry’s family and the other victims 
whose sense of peace was violated. 

Americans of conscience must come to-
gether to stop the senseless death of ‘‘The 
Daily 45.’’ When will we say ‘‘enough is 
enough, stop the killing!’’ 
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IN HONOR OF CELEBRATING THE 
SERVICE OF MR. GREGORY M. 
DIAMOND 

HON. DIANA DeGETTE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 30, 2008 

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Gregory M. Diamond, a 
dear friend and colleague who had served for 
over 10 distinguished years as my District Di-
rector in the First Congressional District of 
Colorado. 

Greg grew up in Denver as the son of 
Greek and Canadian immigrants. Both of his 
parents worked extremely hard to establish 
themselves in the United States instilling with-
in Greg a tireless work ethic, an acumen for 
equality, an exceptional attention to detail, and 
a sharp mind for finance, politics, and sym-
pathy for the human condition. 
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