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reading, read the third time, and 
passed. 

f 

JOHN P. GALLAGHER POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

The bill (H.R. 6150) to designate the 
facility of the United States Postal 
service located at 14500 Lorain Avenue 
in Cleveland, Ohio, as the ‘‘John P. 
Gallagher Post Office Building,’’ was 
ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 

f 

DESIGNATING SENATOR PRYOR AS 
ACTING PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I had the 
good fortune in the Senate of serving 
with David Pryor, the Senator from 
Arkansas. He was a member of the Fi-
nance Committee and other very re-
sponsible positions, including the Eth-
ics Committee. He was, I believe, what 
the stereotype of a Senator should be. 
He worked hard and he is very smart. 
He was so easy to get along with. I do 
not think I have ever served with a bet-
ter legislator in my life than David 
Pryor. 

Unfortunately for Arkansas and our 
country, he was taken ill. He had a 
very severe heart attack and decided 
not to run for reelection. He is doing 
well. He is healthy. I talk to him on oc-
casion. Whenever I go to Arkansas, I 
see him. But what a wonderful man to 
know. 

The reason I mention that, fortu-
nately for the people of Arkansas, his 
son MARK has replaced him. MARK has 
all the same characteristics as his dad. 
He is a man with a lot of humility. He 
works very hard. He knows the legisla-
tive process. He was attorney general 
of the State of Arkansas. He is an out-
standing lawyer. 

There were a lot of reasons we were 
able to complete that most significant 
legislation last night, the Consumer 
Product Safety Modernization Act. But 
it is the most sweeping improvement of 
the law that has taken place since the 
law was passed some 40 years ago. It 
was done under the direction of Sen-
ator INOUYE. But Senator INOUYE gives 
credit to MARK PRYOR who worked so 
hard to arrive at the solution he did, 
which was a piece of legislation that 
passed overwhelmingly in this body. 

So, Mr. President, with that brief 
background, I ask unanimous consent 
that Senator PRYOR be designated as 
Acting President pro tempore of the 
Senate for the purpose of signing the 
conference report to accompany H.R. 
4040, the Consumer Product Safety 
Modernization Act. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2009—MOTION TO PROCEED—Con-
tinued 
Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, what is 

the parliamentary state? 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senate is on the motion to 
proceed to S. 3001, with Senators per-
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes. 

Mr. HATCH. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. 

Will the Chair please let me know 
when 9 minutes has expired. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator will be notified. 

UNITED STATES ECONOMY 
Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, yesterday 

the Government released the second 
quarter performance of the U.S. econ-
omy, and I am sorry to say the report 
looks dismal. I, along with the rest of 
Americans, am outraged that Congress 
will depart shortly for a 5-week recess 
without addressing the most pressing 
issue of this Congress: our ailing econ-
omy and in particular energy. During 
this past month, we have passed bills 
to provide $50 billion for support of 
international programs to combat HIV/ 
AIDS, for Medicare, and to improve 
FISA. This past week, we finally 
passed a bill that addresses a sector of 
our economy by revamping Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac. I certainly believe we 
can and should have done more than 
that. 

In November of 2006, my party lost 
the majority in Congress, in both the 
House of Representatives and in the 
Senate. The Democrats ran on a plat-
form of change, what they called ‘‘A 
New Direction For America.’’ The 
Democrats pledged to push forward a 
100-hour agenda that touted a change 
in ethics, an increase in the minimum 
wage, and a rollback in subsidies for 
the oil and gas industry. Look where 
that ‘‘direction’’ has led us. The price 
of energy has skyrocketed, the housing 
market has deteriorated, and the un-
employment rate is on the rise. Across 
the Nation, we are feeling the effects of 
the crumbling economy. Yesterday, 
Bennigans and Steak & Ale restaurants 
have filed for bankruptcy, and 
Starbucks has recently announced the 
closing of 600 stores across America. It 
is time for the majority to wake up and 
smell the coffee. 

Viewing this chart, it is no wonder 
why the congressional approval ratings 
are at an alltime low, at 12 percent. 
Congressional approval: 12 percent. 
Congress has failed to act when Ameri-
cans need it the most. 

At the end of 2006, when the Repub-
licans controlled Congress, the average 
retail price of regular unleaded gaso-
line, according to the Energy Informa-
tion Administration, was $2.59. Look 
where it is today. 

In June of this year, the average 
price of regular unleaded gasoline hit 
an average of $4.06. Our friends on the 
other side have done absolutely noth-
ing to address the rising costs of en-
ergy, and we are going home without 
having done so. We have proposed in-
creasing the supply off our coasts, ex-
tending the expiring energy tax incen-
tives, and reducing our dependence on 
foreign oil by providing alternative en-
ergy resources. The majority refuses to 
provide any solid bipartisan solutions 
because they keep insisting on their 
perverse let’s-grow-the-Government, 
pay-as-you-go rules and combating the 
oil and gas industry as though they are 
the evil cause of everything. The fact is 
the Government does not produce one 
drop of oil. It does not drill one explo-
ration well. It does not refine even 1 
gallon of gasoline, and it doesn’t build 
1 foot of pipeline. Somehow, though, 
my colleagues on the other side of the 
aisle think every answer to dropping 
gas prices is more Government—more 
Government moratoria on drilling, 
more taxes on energy companies, more 
regulation of the commodity markets, 
more moratoriums on the development 
of oil shale, where we have somewhere 
between 800 billion and 2 trillion bar-
rels of oil that can be recovered. It is 
doable. Estonia has been doing it for 
the last 80 years. Brazil has been doing 
it for the last three decades. We can do 
it, but there is a moratorium that 
doesn’t expire until September, and 
now the Democrats want to put an-
other moratorium on it—just on pre-
paring the rules pursuant to which we 
can develop these vast resources that 
would help bring prices down. It 
wouldn’t happen overnight, but I tell 
you one thing, if we went and tried to 
do all these things and we announced 
we were going to do them, I believe gas 
prices would automatically come down 
quite a bit more than they are right 
now. 

This past week, the majority leader 
brought a bill to the floor to curtail oil 
price speculation, and while this was a 
start, my party tried to amend this bill 
to provide real solutions, ranging from 
expanding offshore drilling to boosting 
oil shale production. We were pre-
vented from offering these various 
amendments, which was an oppor-
tunity to increase energy supply and to 
send the rest of the world a message 
that we are going to get serious about 
helping ourselves instead of sending 
$700 billion every year off some shore 
for offshore oil. 

Across the Capitol, the House refuses 
to even bring up legislation involving 
offshore drilling. I do not know how I 
can return home to my home State of 
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