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use less. We need to find more clean en-
ergy and hold up less legislation that 
will let us get there. Quit holding hos-
tage clean energy legislation that is 
the truer predictor of domestic energy 
production, of if we are going to con-
tinue to be hostage to foreign oil, of if 
we are going to make progress of mov-
ing the United States forward. But 
again our colleagues held us up on 
moving to that legislation. 

In fact, it was interesting that during 
the time of this vote, some of my col-
leagues were actually out campaigning 
at a solar plant. The CEO at the solar 
plant during that debate said: 

The only question before us today is if the 
Senate, which is debating an economic stim-
ulus bill at this very moment, understands 
green and can be green. Federal tax credits 
for solar energy are about to expire which 
will send the growing solar energy into a 
tailspin, especially here in California. But 
the Senate can ensure we keep the economic 
engine moving forward and extend the solar 
tax credits as part of the economic stimulus 
bill. 

We know what the result was. We 
didn’t pass that legislation. And the 
blockage continued. 

In June of this year, blocking contin-
ued on a tri-partisan bill on the Senate 
floor. That is right, a climate change 
bill authored by an Independent, Re-
publican, and a Democrat that would 
have had a low carbon fuel standard in 
it that would have saved an estimated 
5 million barrels of oil per day by 2020. 
That is equal to nearly 85 percent of 
our daily oil imports from OPEC. An-
other missed opportunity, because that 
legislation didn’t pass. 

On June 10, we had another oppor-
tunity to try to pass clean energy leg-
islation that would have helped us in 
reducing our critical energy needs. 
There were hundreds of businesses that 
were up here on the Hill asking for us 
to pass this legislation, telling us that 
new job creation and reduction of fuel 
costs depended on it, and yet, again, we 
had a blockage of this legislation. And 
it seemed, in fact, that many people 
cared more about the hedge fund man-
agers’ ability to use offshore accounts 
to avoid paying taxes than they did 
whether we were going to solve this en-
ergy problem by making an investment 
in new energy. So again we had a 
blocked vote that prohibited us from 
taking action and taking our country 
in a new direction. 

That same day we tried a second vote 
and again were blocked in a com-
prehensive effort to get oil companies 
to either reinvest a portion of their as-
tronomical profits into these needed 
areas of infrastructure or pay the tax 
so we could help clean energy solu-
tions. And you guessed it, it was also 
blocked and held up. 

About 6 weeks ago, on June 17, there 
was another blocked attempt when we 
tried to come up with a resolution to 
the long overdue extensions of clean 
energy tax incentives. Again, a strict 

party-line discipline maintained a fili-
buster, and companies across America 
started to lose hope that we were going 
to keep this investment cycle. 

The problem is, without the tax in-
centives every year, where we have 
failed to produce a coherent policy on 
clean energy, we have seen astronom-
ical drops in investment. As this chart 
of wind energy investment shows there 
was a 73-percent drop in 2001 to 2002, 
and a 77-percent drop from 2003 to 2004, 
the two times Congress allowed the 
Production Tax Credit to expire. And 
this is where we have gotten in 2007— 
this level of investment in wind energy 
resources. Yet now it is collapsing 
right in front of us because certain 
Senators would not pass legislation to 
make continued investments and con-
tinued predictable policy that the 
clean energy industry can use to put up 
new power plants. 

In fact, around this time I got a let-
ter from a company that I think illus-
trates the mistake we made. It came 
from a solar company named Abengoa 
and the Arizona Public Service, a local 
utility company. They told me that the 
Senate’s failure to pass clean energy 
tax incentives was going to lead to the 
cancellation of a 280-megawatt concen-
trating solar plant near Phoenix. That 
is a $1 billion investment down the 
drain, and 2,000 construction jobs that 
will not happen, as well as 80 full-time 
jobs lost that would have run the plant. 

So we tried many times, but they 
continued blocking these critical bills. 
The filibustering just this week just 
further illustrates this issue. 

It is frustrating because we have 
even heard from those who have been 
in the oil industry such as T. Boone 
Pickens and others who say that unless 
we aggressively act to reduce our de-
pendence on oil and get off of foreign 
petroleum, we could see, as Mr. Pick-
ens told us at one of our Senate hear-
ings last week, $300-a-barrel oil. 

I don’t think any of my colleagues 
want to see that. So I hope my col-
leagues go home and understand that 
our future lies in providing opportuni-
ties to find more renewable production, 
not drilling hoaxes. I hope they will 
quit holding clean energy hostage for 
the oil company executives; quit hold-
ing up the good legislation that could 
move our country forward. 

I hope my colleagues will come back 
to the Senate in September with the 
notion in mind that reducing by 50 per-
cent our dependence on foreign oil by 
accelerating the transition to plug-in 
electric vehicles should be our goal. 
That they will realize that holding up 
good legislation hostage for the 1 per-
cent—the 1 percent—we might get from 
our Outer Continental Shelf drilling is 
risking our country’s future. 

This is the time to make the transi-
tion, and I hope my colleagues will 
hear that and understand it is not time 
to keep perpetrating hoaxes backed by 

and focused on by the oil companies. 
Rather its time to stop the politics and 
get serious about implementing a plan 
that gets our country off our depend-
ence on oil. So I hope when we get back 
in September the other side of the aisle 
will quit holding up these critical clean 
energy bills and work with us to move 
forward on a desperately needed new 
energy strategy for the United States 
that will provide real price relief for 
Americans. 

I thank the Presiding Officer, and I 
yield the floor. 

f 

RAILROAD SAFETY ENHANCEMENT 
ACT 

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Commerce 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of H.R. 2095, and that the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The assistant legislative clerk read 

as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 2095) to amend title 49, United 

States Code, to prevent railroad fatalities, 
injuries, and hazardous material releases, to 
authorize the Federal Railroad Safety Ad-
ministration, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that a Lautenberg- 
Smith substitute amendment, which is 
at the desk, be agreed to, the bill, as 
amended, be read a third time and 
passed, the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table with no intervening 
action or debate, and any statements 
related to the bill be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 5259) was agreed 
to. (The amendment is printed in to-
day’s RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amend-
ments.’’) 

The amendment was ordered to be 
engrossed and the bill to be read a 
third time. 

The bill (H.R. 2095), as amended, was 
read the third time and passed. 

f 

ELWOOD ‘‘BUD’’ LINK DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
OUTPATIENT CLINIC 

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee be discharged from 
further consideration of H.R. 2245 and 
that the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report the bill by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 2245) to designate the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs outpatient clinic in 
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