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REMEMBERING BABE RUTH 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor the life and career of 
Babe Ruth, one of America’s greatest 
baseball players. The man we know as 
Babe Ruth, was born on February 6, 
1895, as George Herman Ruth, Jr. and 
passed away 60 years ago on August 16, 
1948. In his obituary, the New York 
Times called him ‘‘a figure unprece-
dented in American life. A born show-
man off the field and a marvelous per-
former on it, he had an amazing flair 
for doing the spectacular at the most 
dramatic moment.’’ Although he 
played his last season in 1935, Ruth 
still holds the records for all-time 
highest slugging percentage. Ruth’s 714 
career homers and his consistent domi-
nance in the batter’s box rightly 
earned him the nickname, ‘‘The Sultan 
of Swat.’’ 

However, Babe Ruth was more than a 
superior ballplayer. Although his dra-
matically big swing earned him a place 
in the record books, Mr. Ruth was a 
figure of legendary proportions who 
permanently changed the game of base-
ball and made it a fixture in American 
life. His famous ‘‘called’’ shot in the 
1932 World Series is so ingrained in our 
national memory and baseball lore 
that even our youngest children play-
ing tee-ball in backyards across the 
country seek to emulate this iconic 
moment. 

Mr. Ruth was also famous for his 
generosity, working for the Red Cross 
during World War II, organizing char-
ity golf tournaments with longtime ad-
versary Ty Cobb, appearing at benefits, 
and buying more than $100,000 in war 
bonds. A year before his death, he es-
tablished the Babe Ruth Foundation, 
which provided assistance to disadvan-
taged children. Linda Ruth Tosetti, 
Mr. Ruth’s granddaughter, is a resident 
of Connecticut, and today I would like 
to remember her grandfather, one of 
the greatest sports legends in our Na-
tion’s history. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

90TH BIRTHDAY OF MAURY 
ALBERTSON 

∑ Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, today I 
honor Colorado State University pro-
fessor Maury Albertson in recognition 
of his 90th birthday on August 30, 2008. 

Dr. Albertson has distinguished him-
self in countless ways throughout his 
extensive and renowned career. He has 
been a devout champion of civic re-
sponsibility, a selfless servant to oth-
ers, and a man who has changed lives 
worldwide through his compassion and 
understanding of other peoples and cul-
tures. 

As a young professor in 1960, Dr. Al-
bertson and his team of scholars and 
students won a contract to study the 
option and assess the likelihood of cre-

ating an International Youth Corps, 
which laid the groundwork for the cre-
ation of the Peace Corps. He later went 
on to coauthor ‘‘New Frontiers for 
American Youth’’ that put forth the 
basic design for the Peace Corps. 

Throughout his many years as a con-
sultant for the World Bank, the United 
Nations Development Program, the 
Agency for International Development, 
and others, Dr. Albertson organized 
and advanced innovative projects in-
volving sanitation, water resource de-
velopment, village development, small 
industry development, and research 
and education. 

A true believer in the philosophy of 
local empowerment, Dr. Albertson 
founded and currently serves as presi-
dent of Village Earth, an international 
organization that has trained villages 
and NGOs in 15 countries in the meth-
ods of sustainable village development. 
Remarkably, in 1993, Dr. Albertson 
convened an international conference 
on sustainable village development, at-
tended by over 350 people from 34 coun-
tries. It was an extraordinary success. 

In May, 2006, Colorado State Univer-
sity awarded Dr. Albertson an hon-
orary Doctor of Humane Letters in rec-
ognition of his exceptional contribu-
tions to industry and developing na-
tions. This was a well-deserved hon-
orary degree for Dr. Albertson. 

Mr. President, I am proud the Senate 
has recognized the many accomplish-
ments of Dr. Maury Albertson, a distin-
guished professor and true humani-
tarian.∑ 
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HONORING MOUNTAIN HOME AIR 
FORCE BASE 

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to recognize the outstanding 
accomplishments of the 366th Fighter 
Wing at Mountain Home Air Force 
Base in my home State of Idaho. The 
Gunfighters at Mountain Home earned 
the Air Force Meritorious Unit Award 
for the 17-month period from January 
1, 2007, to May 31, 2008. The award is 
presented to active duty, Reserve and 
Guard units for exceptionally meri-
torious conduct in several areas, in-
cluding outstanding services for at 
least three months during military op-
erations against an armed enemy, out-
standing devotion to duty and superior 
performance of exceptionally difficult 
tasks setting them apart from other 
units with similar missions. This 
award was established following Sep-
tember 11. 

According to the 366th Fighter Wing 
Commander, COL James S. Browne, 
the Gunfighters earned this prestigious 
honor for exceptional conduct in direct 
support of combat operations in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, which include the 
historical deployment of Mountain 
Home AFB’s F–15E Strike Eagles to 
Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan, as well 
as its direct support of 600 close air 

support missions over the Iraq. I offer 
my congratulations to all members of 
the 366th, and commend them on a job 
that continues to be extremely well 
done. Idaho is very proud of her Air 
Force personnel, and remains honored 
to be the host of these men and women 
who make Idaho home during their 
military service. The Gunfighters’ out-
standing accomplishments in earning 
this reward reflect well on them, their 
units, their families and their adopted 
state. This award demonstrates, yet 
again, the outstanding commitment 
that our Mountain Home Air Force 
Base airmen have to their mission, 
their excellence in support and execu-
tion of the strategic goals of our mili-
tary mission overseas and their unwav-
ering defense of our Nation.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO RETIRED BRIGADIER 
GENERAL KENNETH M. TAYLOR 

∑ Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, all of us 
know what happened at Pearl Harbor 
on December 7, 1941. We have seen and 
read about the brave men and women 
who fought that day. Today, I rise to 
pay special tribute to one of those men, 
Kenneth M. Taylor a retired U.S. Air 
Force brigadier general, a fighter pilot, 
war hero, and, of course, a Sooner. 

Seventy years ago, Ken Taylor grad-
uated from high school in Hominy, OK, 
and entered the University of Okla-
homa, as a pre-law student. Like many 
college students in 1938, he was enjoy-
ing life with his fraternity brothers but 
could not avoid thinking about what 
was happening in Europe, the South 
Pacific and Asia. He believed America 
would be going to war in the next year 
or two and wanted his first choice 
should his country go to war. He joined 
the Army Air Corps in 1940 and grad-
uated from the U.S. Army Air Corps 
Training Center at Brooks Field near 
San Antonio, TX, on April 25, 1941. Sec-
ond Lieutenant Taylor requested to fly 
fighters and, in June 1941, he was as-
signed to the 47th Pursuit Squadron at 
Wheeler Army Airfield in Honolulu, HI. 

After arriving at Wheeler Field, 
Lieutenant Taylor met another pilot, 
George Welch, from Wilmington, DE, 
and they became close friends. Taylor 
and Welch were both assigned to fly 
the Curtiss P–40B Warhawk, a single- 
engine, single-seat, fighter and ground 
attack aircraft. On the ground, they 
were seen as goof-offs and a nuisance to 
West Pointers. However, the com-
mander of the 47th Pursuit Squadron, 
Captain Gordon Austin, said he imme-
diately recognized their extraordinary 
skills as pilots and made them flight 
leads. 

About 3 a.m. on December 7, Taylor 
and Welch were just returning from 
their Saturday evening on the town. 
Just before 8 a.m., Taylor was awak-
ened by low-flying planes and explo-
sions. He jumped out of bed, quickly 
put on his tuxedo pants from the night 
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