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before, and ran into the street to see 
Japanese planes firing and dropping 
bombs on the base. He called Haleiwa 
Auxiliary air field where 18 P–40B 
fighters were located and, without or-
ders, he told the ground crews to get 
two P–40 fighters armed and ready for 
takeoff. Enroute to Haleiwa, Taylor 
and Welsh were strafed by Japanese 
aircraft as they made their 10 mile trek 
to Haleiwa in Taylor’s new Buick. At 
the airstrip, they climbed into their 
Curtiss P–40B Warhawk fighters and 
headed towards Barber’s Point at the 
southwest tip of Oahu. Unfortunately, 
the aircraft only had .30-caliber gun-
nery practice ammo. 

Initially, Taylor and Welsh saw an 
unarmed group of American B–17 Fly-
ing Fortress bombers who were arriv-
ing from the mainland but then spotted 
twelve Japanese torpedo dive bombers 
near Ewa Mooring Mast Field, a Ma-
rine base near Pearl Harbor. Lieuten-
ant Taylor shot down two dive bombers 
and was able to damage another before 
running out of ammunition and re-
turned with Welsh to Wheeler Field to 
rearm with .50-caliber bullets. On the 
ground at Wheeler, several senior offi-
cers climbed up on the wings of their 
aircraft and told them to disperse their 
aircraft and do not go up again. Luck-
ily, as Lieutenant Taylor explained 
later, a second wave of Japanese air-
craft flew over and ‘‘the brass’’ ran for 
safety. With fuel and ammo, Taylor 
and Welsh took to the air again 
straight into the wave of Japanese air-
craft attacking Wheeler Field. 

As Taylor headed for a group of Japa-
nese aircraft, he found himself in the 
middle of a line of Japanese planes. A 
bullet from a plane behind him came 
through his canopy about an inch from 
his head, hit the trim tab, went though 
his left arm and exploded. One piece of 
shrapnel went through his left arm and 
another piece went into his leg, ruining 
his tux pants. Taylor reflected on the 
injuries in a 2001 interview, saying ‘‘It 
was of no consequence; it just scared 
the hell out of me for a minute.’’ A few 
years after the interview, he received 
two slugs from his crew chief that had 
been found behind his seat. Welch saw 
Taylor’s predicament and shot down 
the plane on his friend’s tail, likely 
saving his life. Both pilots continued 
their aerial combat until they had 
chased the Japanese planes off the 
north shore and again were out of am-
munition. 

Fourteen different American pilots 
were able to take off during the sur-
prise attack on Pearl Harbor and re-
corded 10 Japanese aircraft kills. Lieu-
tenant Taylor was credited with two 
kills and two probables. On December 
13, 1941, the U.S. War Department 
named Lieutenants Taylor and Welsh 
as the official first two heroes of World 
War II and both were awarded the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross on January 8. 
When asked about his actions that day, 

Taylor reflected, ‘‘I wasn’t in the least 
bit terrified, and let me tell you why: I 
was too young and too stupid to realize 
that I was in a lot of danger.’’ Lieuten-
ant Taylor went on to a record total of 
six career kills, designating him as a 
flying ace. 

Ken Taylor served for 27 years of ac-
tive duty before joining the Alaska Air 
National Guard in 1967. He has com-
manded at all levels, retiring as a brig-
adier general in 1971. His Pearl Harbor 
experience was portrayed in the 1970 
film ‘‘Tora! Tora! Tora!’’ and the 2001 
film ‘‘Pearl Harbor.’’ Ken passed away 
on 25 November 2006 just a few days shy 
of his 65th birthday. He is buried at Ar-
lington National Cemetery. 

I am honored to be able to present 
this small tribute to an American hero 
whose leadership and bravery ensured 
our Nation and its people remain free 
and strong. We must never forget the 
sacrifices of those who have gone be-
fore us as well as those who are sacri-
ficing today. I offer my sincere thanks 
and appreciation to Ken Taylor and his 
family for his service to our great Na-
tion.∑ 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE CITY OF 
PLYMOUTH, MINNESOTA 

∑ Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I 
wish to congratulate the city of Plym-
outh, MN, for being named the ‘‘Best 
City in America’’ by the staff and writ-
ers of Money Magazine. 

Because of this recognition, the 
country now knows what the residents 
of Plymouth, MN, have already known: 
that Plymouth is an exceptional place 
to live and grow, rich in culture and 
character. 

The median household costs of single 
family homes in Plymouth allow fami-
lies to responsibly purchase homes that 
are appropriate to their needs. When 
looking for educational or entertain-
ment opportunities though, residents 
of Plymouth have access to a wide 
array of events at the Hilde Perform-
ance Center and other entertainment 
venues, as well as 40 public parks, 100 
miles of trails, and half a dozen large 
lakes to swim, fish, and run around. 
With over 104 libraries within 15 miles, 
it is no surprise that the Plymouth 
public school system is ranked among 
the top three districts in a State re-
nowned for education leadership. There 
are also 27 colleges, universities, and 
professional schools within a few miles 
of the city, exemplifying why 83 per-
cent of Plymouth’s citizens attended 
college. 

Plymouth is not only the best city in 
America because of its proximity to 
arts, education, and the outdoors, it is 
also home to a healthy and thriving 
economy and active local government. 
The 50,000 jobs created in the city of 
Plymouth aids in independent business 
development, low crime rates, and al-
lows for greater access to heath care 

options, so critical to Plymouth’s low 
rates of diabetes and hypertension. 
Plymouth’s local government recently 
led an effort to have a ‘‘green roof’’ and 
rain gardens installed when City Hall 
was expanded, thereby reducing green-
house gases and mitigating the impact 
of pollution through water runoff. 

Acknowledging this city’s many suc-
cesses, today I encourage other com-
munities to follow the lead of Plym-
outh, MN, and encourage business lead-
ership, civic investment, and commu-
nity cohesiveness through its com-
merce, government, schools, entertain-
ment, and health care initiatives.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TOM J. MORRIS 

∑ Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I 
would like to take a few minutes to re-
flect upon the memory of Tom J. Mor-
ris, a true hero to the men and women 
of Louisiana. Tom died while traveling 
on vacation with his wife Denise in 
Boston last Friday morning. As an in-
dividual who shares his commitment to 
civil service and the State of Lou-
isiana, I wanted to honor his truly in-
spiring career. For the last 19 years, 
Tom was the CEO for the United Way 
of Southwest Louisiana, Inc., in Lake 
Charles. In sum, he had a combined 30 
years of service with the United Way 
and was considered a leader in the com-
munity of Lake Charles, particularly 
in the wake of Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita. As you know, United Way is a 
nonprofit organization dedicated to 
nurturing the future generations and 
youth of the United States. Tom Mor-
ris was a man who represented the con-
victions of this Nation’s youth, by 
bringing together communities and or-
ganizations in order to solve today’s di-
lemmas. Louisiana is still in the wake 
of the hurricanes, and his dedicated as-
sistance to victims, as well as the gen-
eral community, will be sorely missed. 
His efforts to inspire young volunteers 
and assist in hurricane recovery are 
still considered vital to the reconstruc-
tion of local communities in Louisiana. 
To his family and his wife Denise, I ex-
tend my condolences and my prayers. 
Tom Morris’s efforts are truly inspira-
tional and will always be remembered, 
not only by the men and women of 
southwest Louisiana but by also by the 
Nation as a whole.∑ 

f 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE DITCHLEY 
FOUNDATION 

∑ Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to have the opportunity to pay 
tribute to the work of the Ditchley 
Foundation on the occasion of the 50th 
anniversary of its founding. 

Since the foundation’s inception in 
1958, several of my colleagues, on both 
sides of the aisle and in both Chambers 
of the Congress, have taken part in the 
conferences held at Ditchley Park. 
This beautiful 18th century country 
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