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Madam Speaker, please join me in con-

gratulating Nick Donofrio, as he begins a new 
exciting chapter in his life. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO DEMA GUINN 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 31, 2008 

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct pleasure to rise today to honor the former 
First Lady of Nevada, Dema Guinn, by enter-
ing her name in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, 
the official record of the proceedings and de-
bates of the United States Congress since 
1873. Today, I pay tribute to Dema Guinn for 
her outstanding service to the State of Ne-
vada. 

Mrs. Guinn has served the Nevada commu-
nity in countless ways including her fund-
raising campaigns for both the Nevada State 
Museum and the Keck Mining Museum. Her 
efforts in bringing Nevada’s second statue, 
Sarah Winnemucca, to Statuary Hall of the 
Capitol in Washington, D.C. and her renova-
tion of the Governor’s Mansion to better reflect 
Nevada’s history were both great successes. 
While First Lady Dema Guinn has been in-
volved in many projects, her largest contribu-
tion has been her continued support of Ne-
vada’s health care system. Having lost a cous-
in to breast cancer in 1995, Mrs. Guinn recog-
nized the hardships and suffering felt by many 
Nevadans in similar situations. The real trag-
edy is that Mrs. Guinn’s cousin did not have 
health insurance and never had the chance to 
have a mammogram performed, which could 
have staved off this vicious disease. From this 
devastation, First Lady Dema Guinn was able 
to found the Mammovan, a traveling health 
care van that provides free mammograms to 
uninsured women. 

The Mammovan began touring Nevada in 
January of 2000. During Mrs. Guinn’s tenure 
as First Lady, the Mammovan assisted more 
than 17,000 women. In 2007, after many suc-
cessful trips throughout the state visiting rural 
areas of Nevada, it became necessary to ac-
quire a new van to continue this vital service 
to our State. 

A community partnership was formed with 
Harrah’s Foundation and the Nevada Health 
Center to help finance a new Mammovan. 
This improved van will have the ability to help 
even more women. Mrs. Guinn’s many accom-
plishments during her term have extended far 
beyond her duties as First Lady. Today, her 
tireless generosity continues as she works to 
assist many citizens in our great State. Dema 
Guinn’s endeavors leave behind the legacy of 
a compassionate woman and a dedicated Ne-
vadan. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor Dema 
Guinn. Her dedication to our community, and 
specifically the health care system, has im-
pacted countless Nevadans. I applaud her 
successes and thank her for her dedication to 
Nevada. 

TRIBUTE TO DANIEL HOLSTE 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 31, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the retirement of Mr. Daniel Holste, a 
science teacher at Humboldt High School in 
Humboldt, Iowa, and to express my apprecia-
tion for his dedication and commitment to the 
youth of Iowa. 

For the last 39 years, Mr. Holste has con-
tributed his time to educating and enriching 
the lives of youths. After graduating from 
Wartburg College, Mr. Holste began teaching 
in Alta, Iowa, for 2 years and took a year off 
for graduate studies at Fisk University. He re-
turned to teaching for 3 years in Eddyville, 
Iowa, until he took a teaching position at Hum-
boldt High School, where he remained for 34 
years until his recent retirement. In the class-
room, Mr. Holste has taught numerous 
courses including Chemistry, Advanced/Or-
ganic Chemistry, Physics, Geology/Astronomy, 
Hydrology and several math courses. Mr. 
Holste has also sponsored the Junior Engi-
neering Technical Society Tests of Engineer-
ing Aptitude in Math and Science (JETS– 
TEAM), Science Bowl, Knowledge Master 
Open and the Physics Olympics. In 1990, his 
team earned the Iowa Physics Olympics Team 
Grand Championship, and his JETS–TEAM 
has placed as high as second nationally. 

Mr. Holste has also received a number of 
awards in recent years. In 2006, he was hon-
ored with the Outstanding Youth Leadership 
Award. In 2007 he received the Fort Dodge 
District Air Force Association Teacher of the 
Year Award. This year he also earned the 
ISEA UniServ Unit 10 ‘‘Distinguished Service 
to the Association’’ Award. 

Mr. Holste’s leadership will be missed, but 
he leaves a lasting impact on the Humboldt 
community and everyone he has been in-
volved with. I consider it an honor to represent 
Mr. Daniel Holste in the United States Con-
gress, and I wish him and his wife, Jean, a 
long, happy and healthy retirement as they 
both continue to serve the community through 
different projects. 
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COLONEL LEONARD SCHROEDER 
HONORED AS FIRST AMERICAN 
INVADER ON D-DAY 

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 31, 2008 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to commend Retired Colonel Leon-
ard Schroeder of Largo, Florida who I am 
proud to represent, for being the first Amer-
ican soldier to land at Utah Beach. 

During the Invasion of Normandy, Colonel 
Schroeder led F Company onto Utah Beach 
as part of the first wave of American infantry 
at the battle that would turn the war. Com-
mander Schroeder bravely battled for eight 
hours before being shot and forced to leave 
the fight. 

As part of the first landing, F Company took 
heavy casualties with half of the members 
killed or injured before Colonel Schroeder was 
hit himself. 

Colonel Schroeder continued to serve our 
great nation through World War II earning both 
a Silver and Bronze Star. He went on to fight 
in the Korean War and provide logistical sup-
port during the Vietnam conflict. Colonel 
Schroeder retired from the Army in 1971. 

Madam Speaker, Colonel Schroeder rep-
resents the best our Nation has to offer. He 
served our Nation in uniform and to protect 
our freedom and liberty in its darkest days. 
Please join me in saying thank you to him for 
his actions and his lifetime of service. 

[FROM THE ST. PETERSBURG TIMES, JUNE 6, 
2008] 

(By Demorris A. Lee) 
Leonard Schroeder will never forget watch-

ing the sun rise off the coast of France the 
morning of June 6, 1944. 

Schroeder, who was 25 and an Army com-
pany commander, spent the night before the 
D-day invasion with the 219 soldiers from 
Company F in small, flat-bottomed boats. 

‘‘We were a little nervous, hoping we were 
going to hit the place we were supposed to 
hit,’’ said Schroeder, who is now 89 and lives 
in Largo. 

At about 6:30 a.m., Schroeder’s company 
began wading toward shore in waist-high 
water. He held up his .45-caliber pistol to 
keep it from getting wet. 

Amid a flurry of smoke and gunfire, they 
stormed Utah Beach. Schroeder is believed 
to be the first American solider to step foot 
on the beach during the battle considered 
the turning point of World War II. 

‘‘We prayed and prayed that everyone got 
the right signal,’’ said Schroeder, who re-
tired from the Army in 1971 as a colonel. 

It’s been 64 years since that fateful day. 
But Schroeder said the images from that 
morning remain etched in his mind forever. 

For the next eight hours, Schroeder led his 
men in battle. By noon, half of them were ei-
ther killed or injured. 

Relatives thousands of miles away in 
America were desperate for details. 

Schroeder’s wife, Margaret, 91, said she re-
ceived a call from her mother-in-law that 
morning. 

‘‘She said, ‘My son and your husband land-
ed safely on the beach,’ ’’ Margaret said, 
laughing. ‘‘I thank God over and over that he 
made it back safely to his family.’’ 

During the fight, a machine gun round 
ripped open Schroeder’s left forearm. The 
next thing he remembers, he was heading to 
a hospital in England. 

‘‘I lost some time after that, and don’t re-
member what happened or how long,’’ 
Schroeder said. ‘‘The decision was whether 
they could save my arm.’’ Schroeder’s fore-
arm still bears the long scar from his five 
surgeries. 

From Glen Burnie, Md., Schroeder grad-
uated from the University of Maryland. 
After World War II, he went on to fight in 
the Korean War and worked logistics during 
Vietnam. He believes he is the only remain-
ing survivor among his college classmates 
who participated in World II. Two of those 
classmates died last year. 

Schroeder, who earned a Silver Star and a 
Bronze Star during World War II, now sur-
rounds himself with memories of his Army 
service. Two ball caps with his unit’s name 
are proudly displayed in his living room. In 
his office are framed military ribbons and 
certificates. 
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