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participation, either on the basis of their gen-
der or color, and in some instances both. 
While Mrs. Williams acknowledged that life in 
the service for women of color was ‘‘rough’’, 
she certainly views herself and others as role 
models for the women who came after. She 
observed, ‘‘We were good pioneers.’’ 

Indeed, the service of Mrs. Williams and 
other women like her has led to the growth in 
service of African American women and men 
throughout the years. Currently, 20 percent of 
the more than 1,754,900 service members 
who have fought in support of the ongoing Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring 
Freedom are minorities, evidence that the 
United States could not maintain an all-volun-
teer force without the service of and critical 
role played by minorities, including women. 

Our Armed Forces have been served by 
some of the most brilliant African American 
leaders from Benjamin O. Davis Senior and 
Junior to Colin Powell as Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Today, minorities serve in 
senior leadership positions throughout the 
Armed Forces, as commissioned, warrant and 
non-commissioned officers. The advancement 
of these men and women is evidence that the 
integration of the Armed Forces not only en-
hanced the combat effectiveness of the mili-
tary 60 years ago, but continues still to ensure 
that America has a diverse array of its best 
and brightest working to defend it. 

I am pleased to commemorate this historic 
event, and salute all our brave men and 
women who have served us so well through 
the years. 

f 

IN HONOR OF SGT MARCO 
ROBLEDO 

HON. JOHN BOOZMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 31, 2008 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam, Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of a great American hero, SGT 
Marco Robledo from the Third District of Ar-
kansas. 

Marco has selflessly served in the United 
States Army. The commitment he showed his 
fellow soldiers and his country is something 
we can all be proud of. 

On May 26, 2007, Marco was injured in 
Iraq. He lost his left arm and his left leg, but 
he still has a strong spirit and he’s made last-
ing impressions with me and with others 
who’ve had the opportunity to meet him. 

In honor of his sacrifice Albert Casewell 
wrote the following poem: 

RE . . . MARCO . . . BLE . . . 
A TRIBUTE TO AN AMERICAN HERO 

SGT Marco Robledo 
The United States Army 

1st platoon A.CO. 875th en bn 
RE . . . MARCO . . . BLE . . . 

Re . . . Marco . . . Ble . . . 
While, cheating death . . . one of America’s 

very Best . . . 
One of America’s very finest . . . who he has 

her our nation so blessed . . . 

A Hero who goes off to war . . . 
Upon, battlefields of honor . . . who but 

gives up his arm and leg for us, would 
bore . . . 

All so Freedom can endure, while standing 
alone at death’s dark door . . . 

As he walked through The Valley of Death! 
Returning home, as there he lie right at the 

very edge . . . 
At the abyss, all the between life and death 

. . . with but only his fine courage 
left . . . 

And then! 
To rebuild, where non lies left . . . moment 

by moment, as he would etch . . . 
As most thought that he was left for dead, 

but not him . . . with his courage 
pledged . . . 

As Day in and out . . . 
While, all around him such pain and heart-

ache was but his to tout . . . 
As against all odds, his fine heart would 

shout . . . 

It’s not my time . . . 
Some way I’ll find, my way back . . . with 

but my heart and soul, and mind . . . 
Just Amazing, in what his life is saying . . . 

Just Re . . . Marco . . .Ble . . . a soul 
which shines! 

Such a young heart . . . 
And yet, such a strong soul and mind . . . 

who has already lived two lifetimes of 
gold . . . 

As a Warrior and Hero first, then one of in-
spiration . . . facing but the worst so 
bold . . . 

Put upon this earth . . . 
To but show mankind’s great true fine 

worth . . . 
Our Lord’s messenger to teach us, to reach 

us so deep down inside so first! 

In our times and in our lives . . . 
What is it that we have so strived? 
That’s so Re . . . Marco . . . Ble . . . that so 

defines . . . as most have not lived such 
fine lives! 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 31, 2008 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, on July 30, 2008, I missed rollcall 
vote No. 542, the Family Smoking Prevention 
and Tobacco Control Act and rollcall vote No. 
543, H.R. 4040, the Conference Report for the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission Reform 
Act. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall votes Nos. 542 and 543. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RETIRING GEN 
RICHARD A. CODY 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 31, 2008 

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, let me 
take this opportunity to recognize the long and 
distinguished career of GEN Richard A. Cody 
who is retiring after serving our nation’s mili-
tary with distinction for 36 years. 

General Cody was born in Montpelier, 
Vermont. He is a graduate from the United 
States Military Academy. General Cody’s mili-

tary education also includes the Command 
and General Staff College and the United 
States Army War College. General Cody is a 
Master Aviator with over 5,000 hours of flight 
time and is an Air Assault graduate. 

General Cody has received numerous deco-
rations and badges for his outstanding efforts 
in the United States Army. These decorations 
and badges include the Distinguished Service 
Medal, Defense Superior Service Medal, the 
Legion of Merit (with four Oak Leaf Clusters), 
the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Bronze 
Star Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal 
(with 4 Oak Leaf Clusters), the Air Medal (with 
numeral device ‘‘3’’), the Army Commendation 
Medal (with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters), the Army 
Achievement Medal, the NATO medal, as well 
as various other service awards. 

General Cody became the 31st Vice Chief 
of Staff, United States Army, on June 24, 
2004. He and his wife are also very proud of 
their two sons, who both are serving as com-
missioned officers in the United States Army. 

Madam Speaker, I know that Members of 
the House will join me in paying tribute to 
GEN Richard A. Cody for his exceptional com-
mitment to his fellow soldiers, the United 
States Army, and the safety and security of 
America. As he prepares for the next stage in 
his life, I am certain that my colleagues will 
join in me in wishing General Cody, his wife, 
and their two sons all the best. 

f 

IN HONOR OF ADRIAN 
MALDONADO 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 31, 2008 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Adrian Maldonado on the oc-
casion of his retirement as Director of the Of-
fice of Procurement and Diversity in Cuyahoga 
County. His vision, leadership and commit-
ment to his work has had a profound impact 
on developing Cuyahoga County and on the 
Greater Cleveland community. 

Adrian Maldonado began his career in pub-
lic service twenty-seven years ago, when he 
was hired as a personnel interviewer at 
MetroHealth Medical Center in Cleveland, 
Ohio. Four years later, in 1985, he began 
working for the State of Ohio in the Depart-
ment of Administrative Services as a minority 
business specialist. For fourteen years, he 
worked tirelessly with minority business entre-
preneurs in my district, helping them secure 
contracts under Ohio’s HB584 Minority Set- 
Aside program after almost eleven years, he is 
retiring from his position as the Director of Di-
versity and Procurement in Cuyahoga County. 

Mr. Maldonado’s leadership and vision as 
Director of the Office of Procurement and Di-
versity for Cuyahoga County changed the 
county immensely. He and his staff worked 
diligently to improve the county’s purchasing 
operating system and its purchasing and oper-
ating procedures, leading the county to be rec-
ognized by Purchasing Magazine as one of 
country’s top Big 20 Purchasers. Under his 
leadership, the Office of Procurement and Di-
versity created a small business enterprise 
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program which assists small businesses in 
procuring county contracts. Since imple-
menting this program, Cuyahoga County has 
consistently met or exceeded the 30% sub-
contracting goal for all county contracts. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor of Adrian Maldonado, and in rec-
ognition of his leadership, vision and dedica-
tion to his work and to the community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO STEVEN MICHAEL 
WORLEY 

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 31, 2008 

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor the career and accomplishments of Ste-
ven Michael Worley of Cabin Creek, West Vir-
ginia. 

For the more than 33 years, Michael Worley 
has been a leader of several personal and 
professional development opportunities across 
many states, including the great state of West 
Virginia. A graduate of West Virginia Institute 
of Technology in 1975 with a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Civil Engineering, Michael 
began his career with the Relocations Branch 
of Engineering Division, where he worked on 
a variety of major reservoir and local protec-
tion projects in relocating public facilities from 
the construction work areas. Over the next 20 
years, Michael’s professional career consisted 
of working with Planning Division and serving 
as project manager for a variety of inland navi-
gation, riverfront park, and nonstructural flood 
protection projects. Since 2001, Mike has 
served as the Chief of Planning Branch. 

For all of his service, Michael has received 
numerous awards. He was selected as Ohio 
River Division Civilian of the Year in 1993 as 
well as Corps-wide Civilian of the Year in 
1993. He was also honored with the J.W. Mor-
ris medallion. Michael received the National 
Performance Review, awarded to the Section 
202 Non-structural Flood Proofing Team, from 
Vice President Al Gore. In 2004, he was 
named Special Emphasis Program Supervisor 
of the Year. These are just a few of the men-
tionable awards Michael has received for all 
his leadership and hard work. 

He and his wife, Katie, have been married 
since 1975, and have raised two children, Erin 
Worley Haughey (married to Andy Haughey) 
and Ryan Worley. Katie is the Office Manager 
for Huntington Physical Therapy in Charleston. 
Erin Worley and her husband are owner/oper-
ators of four McDonald’s franchises while 
Ryan Worley is owner of Epicenter Art Studio. 

Michael represents the true calling of public 
service. It is an honor to work with such a dis-
tinguished citizen who has contributed so 
much to our great state. I’m proud to call Mi-
chael Worley a friend and a fellow West Vir-
ginian. I wish him all best in his retirement. 

IN HONOR OF MS. MARGI PRUITT 
CEO OF THE DELMARVA PENIN-
SULA CHAPTER OF THE AMER-
ICAN RED CROSS 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE  
OF DELAWARE  

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 31, 2008– 

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to recognize 
Ms. Margi Pruitt for her dedication and service 
to the American Red Cross. She will retire 
from her post as CEO of the Delmarva Penin-
sula Chapter of the American Red Cross in 
October after thirty five years of excellent work 
helping Americans in need. 

Margi began working for the Delaware 
Chapter of the American Red Cross in 1973, 
immediately after graduating from college. Fol-
lowing service to the American Red Cross in 
seven different states, Margi returned to the 
same branch—now known as the Delmarva 
Peninsula Chapter—and has remained there 
for the past twenty years. During this time, she 
has worked to orchestrate relief efforts for 
large disasters such as flooding in the 
Elsmere region of northern Delaware, several 
winter storms along the east coast, a tornado 
in Smyrna, Delaware, and most recently, sub-
stantial flooding in Kent and Sussex Counties 
following a series of severe thunderstorms. In 
addition, she led volunteers in the relief effort 
for victims of both Hurricane Andrew and Hur-
ricane Katrina. Her dedication and compassion 
have helped the American Red Cross reach 
countless people affected by natural disasters 
in the Delmarva region and throughout the 
United States. 

I, along with the rest of the Delaware Con-
gressional delegation, have had the personal 
privilege of collaborating with Margi on several 
occasions, and we have witnessed her untiring 
dedication to strengthening the American Red 
Cross’s presence in our state. Margi has 
worked to build strong partnerships with emer-
gency management throughout the state of 
Delaware. Following the attacks on September 
11, 2001, she was instrumental in launching a 
public awareness campaign to help those in 
the community better understand the assist-
ance that is available to them through the 
American Red Cross. 

I acknowledge and thank Ms. Margi Pruitt 
for her commitment to the American Red 
Cross. The entire State of Delaware has bene-
fited from her innumerable contributions to 
help people manage the most difficult and try-
ing of situations. I am confident that her kind 
and diligent presence, though it will be missed 
by her colleagues on the occasion of her re-
tirement from the American Red Cross, will re-
main an active influence in our community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BOB OWENS 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 31, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and congratulate Bob Owens of 

Jefferson, Iowa, on earning the Meritorious 
Achievement Award of 2008. 

Bob Owens is a consul and charter member 
for the Greene County chapter of the Lincoln 
Highway Association. He is one of the original 
43 members who met in 1992 in Ogden, Iowa, 
to recognize the National Lincoln Highway As-
sociation for the first time since 1915. Today, 
the national organization has over 1,900 mem-
bers due in no small part to the dedication and 
commitment Bob has given to the organiza-
tion. 

I know that my colleagues in the United 
States Congress join me in commending Bob 
Owens for his leadership and dedication to 
representing Iowa in the Lincoln Highway As-
sociation. I consider it an honor to reprent Bob 
and his family in Congress, and I wish him the 
best in his future endeavors. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MYRA 
THOMPSON 

HON. BILL FOSTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 31, 2008 

Mr. FOSTER. Madam Speaker, I am sub-
mitting this statement to offer congratulations 
to one of my constituents, Ms. Myra Thomp-
son. Ms. Thompson, an exceptional graduate 
of Knox College in Galesburg, Illinois, recently 
received the prestigious Fulbright Award. This 
award gives Ms. Thompson the opportunity to 
travel to Moscow, Russia to continue her tal-
ented work in creative writing. 

The Fulbright Program was established by 
Congress in 1946 and is sponsored by the 
U.S. State Department. Approximately 1,200 
Fulbright fellowships are awarded each year to 
promising individuals who have proven them-
selves as leaders in their field in order that 
they may pursue their academic and cultural 
endeavors abroad. Since its inception, the Ful-
bright Program has provided avenues of aca-
demic exchange in more than 150 countries 
worldwide. 

I offer my best wishes to Myra Thompson in 
her endeavors both here and abroad and look 
forward to seeing great work from her in the 
future. 

f 

HONORING THE REDWOOD CHAP-
TER OF THE SIERRA CLUB ON 
ITS 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 31, 2008 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, together with my colleague LYNN 
WOOLSEY, I rise today to congratulate the 
more than 10,000 members of the Redwood 
Chapter of the Sierra Club on the occasion of 
its 50th anniversary. Named after Sequoia 
sempervirens, the Coastal Redwood, whose 
greatest forests are along the North Coast, the 
Chapter remains true to the visionary environ-
mental ethic of Sierra Club founder, John 
Muir, striving daily to preserve and protect our 
lands, waters and wildlife. 
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