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The Redwood Chapter, founded in 1958, is 

one of the earliest regional entities of the Si-
erra Club. With six local Groups in nine North-
western Counties, it is a potent force for the 
environment. 

Over the years, the Redwood Chapter has 
marshaled grass roots forces to focus on for-
est preservation, protection of our spectacular 
coast, free-flowing rivers and verdant water-
sheds, sustainable growth management, en-
dangered species protection, and the multi-
faceted challenge of global climate change. 
The Chapter played a strong supporting role in 
Sierra Club national initiatives to protect na-
tional environmental treasures like the Grand 
Canyon while safeguarding our water and air, 
and battling environmental rollbacks. 

Within the Chapter’s 25,000 square miles, it 
has been particularly effective, playing major 
roles in the creation of the Redwood National 
Park, design and construction of the Coastal 
Trail, designation of Federal wilderness areas, 
including the Yolla Bolly-Middle Eel, Snow 
Mountain, Yuki Sanhedrin, Cache Creek, King 
Range and Cedar Roughs Wildernesses; des-
ignation of numerous State and Federal des-
ignated Wild and Scenic Rivers, including por-
tions of the Smith, Klamath, Gualala, Black 
Butte and Eel Rivers; preservation of the 
7,400 acre Headwaters Forest; implementation 
of conservation management strategies on 
public lands; and development of recovery 
strategies for endangered and threatened spe-
cies, including the marbled murrelet, the spot-
ted owl and coastal salmon. 

In recent years, legislative achievements in-
clude the passage of the Cache Creek Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act (2005). I am especially 
grateful for the Redwood Chapter’s support for 
my Coastal Wild Heritage Wilderness Act, 
which was enacted in 2006, and Congress-
woman WOOLSEY’s Gulf of the Farallones and 
Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuaries 
Boundary Modification and Protection Act, 
which was passed by the House this year. 

Members of the Redwood Chapter have 
also had a profound influence on local politics 
and policies, through its participation in initia-
tives to protect open space and agricultural 
lands, create trails and community separators, 
protect coastal forests, provide new low car-
bon transportation alternatives and promotion 
of smart growth management and climate pro-
tection. 

The Club also has played a vital edu-
cational, service and recreational function. 
Over the past half century thousands of peo-
ple have participated in the Chapter’s ‘‘Out-
ings’’ programs, which includes over 6,000 
hikes, nature walks, backpacking journeys, 
canoe trips within the Chapter and elsewhere 
in California, as well as hundreds of trail build-
ing projects and other service activities. 

Madam Speaker, it is difficult to imagine 
what this area would be like without the Red-
wood Chapter’s passionate resolve to protect 
the land and life that sustains us. What if there 
was no wilderness retreat in our coastal 
headlands? What if our cities were merged in 
endless sprawl? What if our pure rivers and 
streams were diverted, degraded and 
disrespected? We can be thankful that is not 
the case, and largely because the members of 
the Redwood Chapter have been such effec-
tive advocates for the environment. 

So today, Congresswoman WOOLSEY and I 
congratulate the members of Redwood Chap-
ter of the Sierra Club on their achievements in 
their first fifty years. And we look forward to 
the Chapter’s continued active participation in 
public policy debates and to hearing their 
member’s loud, clear, reasoned voice for a 
healthy, vibrant, natural world. 
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HONORING THE REDWOOD CHAP-
TER OF THE SIERRA CLUB ON 
ITS 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 31, 2008 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, together 
with my colleague MIKE THOMPSON, I rise 
today to congratulate the more than 10,000 
members of the Redwood Chapter of the Si-
erra Club on the occasion of its 50th anniver-
sary. Named after Sequoia sempervirens, the 
Coastal Redwood, whose greatest forests are 
along the North Coast, the Chapter remains 
true to the visionary environmental ethic of Si-
erra Club founder, John Muir, striving daily to 
preserve and protect our lands, waters and 
wildlife. 

The Redwood Chapter, founded in 1958, is 
one of the earliest regional entities of the Si-
erra Club. With 6 local Groups in 9 North-
western counties, it is a potent force for the 
environment. 

Over the years, the Redwood Chapter has 
marshaled grass roots forces to focus on for-
est preservation, protection of our spectacular 
coast, free-flowing rivers and verdant water-
sheds, sustainable growth management, en-
dangered species protection, and the multi-
faceted challenge of global climate change. 
The Chapter played a strong supporting role in 
Sierra Club national initiatives to protect na-
tional environmental treasures like the Grand 
Canyon while safeguarding our water and air, 
and battling environmental rollbacks. 

Within the Chapter’s 25,000 square miles, it 
has been particularly effective, playing major 
roles in the creation of the Redwood National 
Park, design and construction of the Coastal 
Trail, designation of Federal wilderness areas, 
including the Yolla Bolly-Middle Eel, Snow 
Mountain, Yuki Sanhedrin, Cache Creek, King 
Range and Cedar Roughs Wildernesses; des-
ignation of numerous State and Federal des-
ignated Wild and Scenic Rivers, including por-
tions of the Smith, Klamath, Gualala, Black 
Butte and Eel Rivers; preservation of the 
7,400 acre Headwaters Forest; implementation 
of conservation management strategies on 
public lands; and development of recovery 
strategies for endangered and threatened spe-
cies, including the marbled murrelet, the spot-
ted owl and coastal salmon. 

In recent years, legislative achievements in-
clude the passage of the Cache Creek Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act, 2005. I am especially 
grateful for the Redwood Chapter’s support for 
Congressman THOMPSON’s Coastal Wild Herit-
age Wilderness Act, which was enacted in 
2006, and my Gulf of the Farallones and 
Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuaries 
Boundary Modification and Protection Act, 
which was passed by the House this year. 

Members of the Redwood Chapter have 
also had a profound influence on local politics 
and policies, through its participation in initia-
tives to protect open space and agricultural 
lands, create trails and community separators, 
protect coastal forests, provide new low car-
bon transportation alternatives and promotion 
of smart growth management and climate pro-
tection. 

The Club also has played a vital edu-
cational, service and recreational function. 
Over the past half century thousands of peo-
ple have participated in the Chapter’s ‘‘Out-
ings’’ programs, which includes over 6,000 
hikes, nature walks, backpacking journeys, 
canoe trips within the Chapter and elsewhere 
in California, as well as hundreds of trail build-
ing projects and other service activities. 

Madam Speaker, it is difficult to imagine 
what this area would be like without the Red-
wood Chapter’s passionate resolve to protect 
the land and life that sustains us. What if there 
was no wilderness retreat in our coastal 
headlands? What if our cities were merged in 
endless sprawl? What if our pure rivers and 
streams were diverted, degraded and 
disrespected? We can be thankful that is not 
the case, and largely because the members of 
the Redwood Chapter have been such effec-
tive advocates for the environment. 

So today, Congressman THOMPSON and I 
congratulate the members of Redwood Chap-
ter of the Sierra Club on their achievements in 
their first 50 years. And we look forward to the 
Chapter’s continued active participation in 
public policy debates and to hearing their 
member’s loud, clear, reasoned voice for a 
healthy, vibrant, natural world. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE BOONE HIGH 
SCHOOL GIRLS’ TENNIS TEAM 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 31, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor a great achievement by the Boone 
High School Girls’ tennis team in Boone, Iowa. 
BHS won the 2008 Iowa Class 2–A State High 
School team championship. 

The Toreadors completed a perfect season 
with a record of 15–0. In addition, senior 
MaryPat McMullan is the class 2–A Girls State 
Singles champion, and the Toreador doubles 
team of Maggi Schutte and Traci Moklestad is 
the Class 2–A third place doubles finisher. 
The example set by these young ladies and 
their coach, Shawn Latimer, demonstrates the 
rewards of hard work, dedication and deter-
mination. They scored victories on the court 
and have positively represented their commu-
nity and school off it as well. Their triumph is 
an honor that we all can admire and be proud 
of. 

I am honored to represent the members of 
the BHS varsity girls’ tennis team: MaryPat 
McMullan, Maggi Schutte, Traci Moklestad, 
Lindsay Greiner, Hannah Worall, Julia 
Stockhausen, Corinne Frei, Jorden Foster, 
Leah Redeker, Rachel Hinds, Emily Boehm, 
Audrey Reinken and their coach, Shawn Lati-
mer in the United States Congress. I know 
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that all of my colleagues in Congress join me 
in congratulating the Toreadors on their State 
championship and wishing all these young la-
dies continued success in their future endeav-
ors. 
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TRIBUTE TO MS. ALMA ORTIZ 

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 31, 2008 

Mr. ORTIZ. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Ms. Alma Ortiz, a teacher of U.S. gov-
ernment and economics at Homer Hanna High 
School in Brownsville, TX. 

Ms. Ortiz was selected to the House Fel-
lows Program here in Washington, D.C., which 
provides an opportunity for teachers to learn 
more about government and improve their 
knowledge of Congress. Only twelve partici-
pants were selected from around the country. 

Those teachers will then take their experi-
ences and apply them to their lesson plans 
back home. 

It is dedicated teachers like Ms. Ortiz who 
will ensure our students have a better under-
standing of government. She already has 
made a positive impact on her students, fellow 
teachers, and school administrators with her 
work ethic and enthusiasm. 

It is important for our students to be en-
gaged in the civic process. They are our future 
leaders and a key understanding of govern-
ment, as well as an appreciation for history, is 
important for their success. 

I congratulate Ms. Alma Ortiz on all her ac-
complishments. 
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FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF I–35W 
BRIDGE COLLAPSE 

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 31, 2008 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, I rise lo 
mark the first anniversary of a tragedy in my 
home state, a tragedy that touches all Ameri-
cans. At 6:05 p.m. on August 1, 2007, the I– 
35W Bridge in Minneapolis, Minnesota, col-
lapsed into the Mississippi River, killing 13 
people. The eight-lane, steel truss bridge 
span, which was constructed in 1967, carried 
approximately 140,000 vehicles daily. 

Within just six minutes of the bridge col-
lapse, emergency personnel responded to the 
scene, risking their own health and safety to 
rescue victims and to provide care to the in-
jured. Within three hours, first responders 
were able to complete the rescue of victims 
stranded on the bridge. The swift and heroic 
actions of the first responders that day saved 
countless lives and were critical in minimizing 
the potential for more loss of life. 

I received the tragic news of the bridge col-
lapse while standing on the floor of this 
House, managing the Water Resources Devel-
opment Act. The Transportation Committee 
staff and I immediately began developing leg-
islation to help the City of Minneapolis, the 

Twin Cities metropolitan area, and the State of 
Minnesota cope with the loss of a major trans-
portation artery, and rebuild after the terrible 
tragedy. The Committee approved my legisla-
tion the following morning, and the House 
passed H.R. 3311, authorizing up to $250 mil-
lion to carry our emergency repairs and recon-
struction of the bridge and $5 million for transit 
needs less than 48 hours after the tragedy oc-
curred. To date, a total of $371 million in Fed-
eral funding has been provided for the cleanup 
and reconstruction of this crossing. 

Construction of a replacement bridge on I– 
35W has moved swiftly. By late October, 
2007, major work to replace the bridge had 
begun, and by mid-April of this year construc-
tion crews had reached the half-way point in 
the project. This week, crews will finish pour-
ing the concrete on the final span of the new 
bridge as construction continues ahead of 
schedule. The new bridge is expected to open 
on December 24, 2008. 

This tragedy demonstrates the need to 
make a commitment to invest in the mainte-
nance, reconstruction, and replacement of our 
nation’s surface transportation infrastructure. 
Many bridges, highways, overpasses, and 
transit facilities are being stretched to the limit 
of their design life and beyond. 

Of the 599,766 bridges in the National 
Bridge Inventory, 25.4 percent of America’s 
bridges—more than one in four—are struc-
turally deficient or functionally obsolete. There 
are 72,524 structurally deficient bridges and 
79,792 functionally obsolete bridges. Accord-
ing to the Department of Transportation 
(‘‘DOT’’), more than $65 billion could be in-
vested immediately in a cost-beneficial way to 
replace or otherwise address existing bridge 
deficiencies. 

Of particular concern is the condition of 
bridges on the 162,000-mile National Highway 
System (‘‘NHS’’), which consists of the 
46,747-mile Interstate System, the Strategic 
Highway Network for military mobilizations, 
and other major highways. While the NHS 
makes up only 4.1 percent of total U.S. mile-
age, it carries 45 percent of vehicle miles trav-
eled. NHS bridges carry more than 70 percent 
of all traffic on bridges. Of the 116,172 bridges 
on the NHS, including more than 55,000 Inter-
state System bridges, 6,175 are structurally 
deficient. Almost one-half of these structurally 
deficient NHS bridges are bridges on the Inter-
state Highway System, which has 2,830 struc-
turally deficient bridges. The DOT estimates 
the current NHS bridge investment backlog to 
be $32.1 billion, including $19.1 billion for the 
Interstate Highway System bridge backlog. 

While bridges are a key component of our 
nation’s infrastructure network, these figures 
highlight the failure to make necessary invest-
ments in our nation’s transportation infrastruc-
ture network. America’s intermodal transpor-
tation network serves as the backbone of our 
economic security and competitiveness, as 
well as our quality of life. It facilitates the safe 
movement of people and goods, linking our 
communities to each other and to the world. 
The U.S. transportation system has served as 
a model for developing an interconnected net-
work. However, in recent years we have been 
losing ground. 

Many aspects of America’s transportation 
network are operating at or near capacity. The 

Texas Transportation Institute, in its 2007 
Urban Mobility Report, reported that in 2005 
wasted fuel and time translated into a total 
congestion cost—or tax on the nation’s driv-
ers—of $78.2 billion—$5.1 billion higher than 
a year earlier. This congestion translates into 
millions of vehicles stuck idling on American 
roadways. This undermines our nation’s eco-
nomic competitiveness, productivity and qual-
ity of life. It has also contributed to a signifi-
cant increase in transportation’s share of U.S. 
green-house gas emissions. 

Advances in logistics have turned our na-
tion’s roadways into real-time warehouses 
thanks to ‘‘just in time delivery’’, which builds 
greater efficiencies and cost savings into the 
system by allowing businesses to order parts 
and inventory stock in smaller batches. How-
ever, the increasing congestion on the nation’s 
roadways threatens these efficiency gains. 
Truck transportation has increased its share of 
overall logistics costs for U.S. companies, 
reaching 77 percent of total logistics costs in 
2007. Total logistics costs today account for 
10.1 percent of the U.S. Gross Domestic 
Product in 2007, up from 9.9 percent in 2006. 

With our nation’s population expected to 
grow from approximately 300 million today to 
420 million by 2050 and freight volumes ex-
pected to grow by 70 percent by 2020, future 
demands on our intermodal surface transpor-
tation network will require a bold new vision 
and approach to addressing the challenges of 
the 21st century, and a commitment to identi-
fying the resources to carry out this new vi-
sion. Yet we continue to underinvest in infra-
structure. 

Earlier this year a Congressionally-chartered 
Commission—the National Surface Transpor-
tation Policy and Revenue Commission—iden-
tified a significant surface transportation in-
vestment gap, and called for an annual invest-
ment level of between $225 and $340 billion— 
by all levels of government and the private 
sector—over the next 50 years to upgrade all 
modes of surface transportation (highways, 
bridges, public transit, freight rail and intercity 
passenger rail) to a state of good repair. The 
current annual capital investment from all 
sources in all modes of transportation is $85 
billion. 

We are now on the threshold of a trans-
formational moment in the evolution of our 
surface transportation program. Next year, as 
Congress develops the next surface transpor-
tation legislation, we will face challenges in 
determining what the shape of our system 
should be and how best to finance it. This new 
era of transportation will challenge our imagi-
nation, our political will, and the tendency of 
all user groups to hunker down, think and act 
in insular ways—in self-interest, rather than in 
the common interest. We must begin now to 
rise above our differences, to find common 
ground in policies—and funding—that will best 
serve the nation’s passenger and freight mo-
bility and access needs in the 21st century. 

Infrastructure is easily overlooked. It is al-
ways there, always functioning, always serving 
our needs. When infrastructure fails, though, 
as it did that day one year ago in Minneapolis, 
we are suddenly awakened to the fragility of 
our national transportation system. The col-
lapse of this facility is a tragedy that policy-
makers and leaders around the country, and 
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