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COMMENDING THE MEDAL OF 

HONOR HOST CITY PROGRAM IN 
GAINESVILLE, TEXAS 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, August 1, 2008 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commend the Medal of Honor (MOH) 
Host City Program in Gainesville, Texas. The 
program was established in 2001 to recognize 
the contributions of MOH recipients. In order 
to honor their accomplishments, invitations are 
extended to former MOH recipients to visit 
Gainesville; all their expenses are covered 
during their stay. The city has hosted more 
than a dozen medal recipients since the pro-
gram’s inception. 

The Medal of Honor is the highest award for 
valor that can be bestowed upon a member of 
the United States Armed Forces for action 
against an enemy of the United States. The 
people of the United States will always be in-
debted to the recipients of the Medal of Honor 
for their courage, selflessness, and sacrifice. 

The first MOH recipient to visit Gainesville 
was Colonel Don ‘‘Doc’’ Ballard, a Vietnam re-
cipient. Impressed by that 2001 visit, Ballard 
has returned each successive year. Recipient 
Mike Thornton, another Gainesville guest, was 
generous enough to set up a college scholar-
ship fund for the local high school. As the 
Gainesville program has gained momentum, 
an annual, three-day celebration was estab-
lished around March 25th, Medal of Honor 
Day. MOH recipients have the opportunity to 
speak at local schools, play in the Host City 
golf tournament, and visit the city’s historical 
Victorian homes. 

Madam Speaker, it is truly an honor to rise 
today and commend this outstanding program. 
Its volunteers have shown great leadership 
and hospitality in hosting these honorable vet-
erans. I am proud to represent the Medal of 
Honor Host City Program in the 26th District of 
Texas. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHNSON COUNTY, 
KANSAS, FOR BEING RECOG-
NIZED AS ONE OF THE BEST 
PLACES TO LIVE AND RAISE A 
FAMILY 

HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, August 1, 2008 

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to Johnson County, 
Kansas, for being recognized by Forbes Mag-
azine and CNN/Money as one of the best 
places to live and raise a family in the United 
States of America. 

On June 30, 2008, Forbes ranked Johnson 
County as the third best place in the country 
to raise a family. Similarly, CNN/Money.com 
has called Overland Park, Kansas, a city of 
nearly 170,000 people located in Johnson 
County, the ninth best place to live in the U.S. 

As a resident of Johnson County myself, I 
am particularly pleased that the county has 

earned such high praise. These media outlets 
have highlighted what my fellow Johnson 
County residents and I have known for years: 
great schools, affordable homes, and a grow-
ing economy have made Johnson County a 
great place to live. 

Located in Northeast Kansas, in suburbs of 
Kansas City, Missouri, Johnson County is 
home to more than 500,000 people spread 
across 21 different municipalities. Six school 
districts enroll nearly 80,000 K–12 students 
each year. Major businesses, including Yellow 
Freight, Applebees Restaurants, and Sprint 
Nextel have been headquartered in the coun-
ty. The strong schools and impressive job 
growth, along with affordable homes, short 
commutes, and the low cost of living led 
Forbes to rank Johnson County third out of 
more than 90 counties from across the U.S. 
that the magazine surveyed. 

I’m proud to say that I have lived and 
worked in Johnson County for more than 30 
years. I’m even more proud to have served 
the citizens of Johnson County, first as District 
Attorney for 12 years, on the Board of Trust-
ees for Johnson County Community College 
for 7 years, and as their U.S. Representative 
for the past 9 years. I want to commend the 
many city and county officials, public service 
workers, business leaders, investors, and 
above all, the numerous parents and grand-
parents who have worked so hard to help 
make Johnson County the wonderful place 
that it is today. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CHIRAG SHAH 
AND KORI LORICK 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, August 1, 2008 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I am grateful for this opportunity to 
wish a fond farewell to two extraordinary 
members of South Carolina’s Second Con-
gressional District Staff—Chirag Shah and 
Kori Lorick. 

Hailing from the great State of Wisconsin 
and son of Kamal and Jagruti Shah and broth-
er of Chintan, Chirag was first an intern in the 
Second District office during college at the 
University of Wisconsin. We were fortunate 
that he chose to return to Capitol Hill and 
serve first as scheduler and then as legislative 
correspondent for the people of the Second 
Congressional District. Chirag will be heading 
to the University of Missouri for law school this 
fall. 

A native of Lexington, South Carolina, and 
daughter of Mary Alice Lorick and Neville 
Lorick, Kori joined the second district staff at 
the beginning of this year as a staff assistant 
following graduation from the College of Wil-
liam and Mary. Her important work on behalf 
of constituents visiting the United States Cap-
itol and directing the day-to-day activities of 
the front office have been a very special part 
of helping our office better serve the constitu-
ents of the Second Congressional District. Kori 
will be joining the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion in August. 

The people of the Second Congressional 
District of South Carolina have been well- 

served by Chirag and Kori. Their dedication, 
hard work, and good humor will be missed. 
We wish them both good health and happi-
ness in their future endeavors. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KARA LAWSON AND 
DELANO THOMAS 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, August 1, 2008 

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate and send the best wishes of 
California’s fifth district to Kara Lawson and 
Delano Thomas, two of our country’s elite ath-
letes who will represent the United States in 
the 2008 Olympics in Beijing. Both Kara and 
Delano reside in Sacramento, California’s fifth 
district. I hope that my colleagues will join me 
in wishing these two athletes, as well as all of 
our country’s amazing Olympic talent, the ab-
solute best of luck. 

Kara is a star member of the Sacramento 
Monarchs WNBA team, a team which has 
seen its fair share of success. Lawson was a 
key member of the Monarch’s 2005 champion-
ship team. She is widely known in the WNBA 
as one of the league’s smartest players. In ad-
dition to her on court career, Lawson has 
been involved in sports broadcasting during 
the WNBA off-season, doing commentaries for 
men’s and women’s college basketball games 
and Sacramento Kings games. In fact, Kara 
was the first female to serve as a nationwide 
broadcast analyst for an NBA game. Kara is a 
continuing inspiration to Sacramento’s young 
women and we are honored that she will rep-
resent not only the United States but Sac-
ramento as well, next month in Beijing. 

Delano Thomas has been a member of the 
U.S. volleyball team since May of 2005 and 
has proven himself as a team leader and 
points producing force. This well rounded ath-
lete toyed, for a time, with the idea of playing 
football for the University of Hawaii, and got 
his start with volleyball, basketball and soccer 
at Sacramento’s John F. Kennedy High 
School. He pursued collegiate volleyball to be-
come a freshman All American and member of 
the U.S. junior national team. According to 
USA Volleyball, ‘‘Delano was the United 
States leading server at the Pan American 
Games in 2007 with an average of 0.56 aces 
per set. He was the fourth-leading U.S. scorer 
at the Pan American Games with a total of 42 
points on 27 kills, six blocks and nine aces.’’ 
I am confident that he will help to push the 
U.S. to another astounding medal count. 

Madam Speaker, while controversy under-
standably surrounds this year’s Olympic 
games, I applaud our athletes for their accom-
plishments, pure of political influence and for 
shear enjoyment of their sport. I also know 
that Kara and Delano, along with all our out-
standing athletes, will be model ambassadors 
of America’s world leadership and our coun-
try’s foundational philosophy in a country 
where such freedoms aren’t as readily avail-
able. 

I applaud both of these individuals for their 
hard work, dedication, athleticism and achiev-
ing their goals. I thank them for serving our 
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country as ambassadors and shining exam-
ples of American unity. I call on my colleagues 
to share in recognizing Kara and Delano, and 
to wish all of our 2008 Olympians a safe, fun, 
and successful experience. 

f 

MARIN MORRISON OF SAMMAMISH 

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, August 1, 2008 

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of an extraordinary young 
woman from my District whose unyieldingly 
positive spirit in the face of a horrendous chal-
lenge is a true inspiration at any time, but es-
pecially leading up to the Summer Olympics in 
Beijing. 

Marin Morrison, 17, of Sammamish, Wash-
ington, was one of the top swimmers in the 
country as a 14-year-old. She was just 1.5 
seconds away from qualifying for the Olympic 
time trials. She received recruiting letters from 
some of the top schools in the country. She 
was a natural and earned medal after medal. 
However, fierce headaches and double vision 
turned her world upside down. An MRI re-
vealed a tumor on her brain and doctors gave 
her 4 to 6 months to live. As a result of sur-
gery in 2005, she was left partially paralyzed. 
She was forced to relearn some basics such 
as reading, writing and walking. It appeared 
her Olympic dreams were dashed. 

Although she sometimes struggled mightily, 
she swam nearly every day. She refused to 
give up and started a new type of Olympic 
journey. She battled fatigue and her other 
physical ailments like a heavyweight boxer 
and never stopped fighting. Classmates at 
Eastlake High School, family, friends, former 
Olympians and countless others rallied around 
her. Then in April, Marin flew to Minnesota for 
the paralympic trials and earned a spot on the 
37 member swim team, realizing her Olympic 
dream. 

Marin’s story is beyond inspiring. The cir-
cumstances she has overcome are truly hum-
bling. She is a true American hero and we 
wish her all the best in Beijing and in the fu-
ture. 

f 

35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE DISASTER 
MEMORIAL 

HON. JIM RAMSTAD 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, August 1, 2008 

Mr. RAMSTAD. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
take a moment to remember the tragic event 
that occurred 1 year ago today when an eight- 
lane bridge on Highway 35–W in downtown 
Minneapolis collapsed and took the lives of 13 
people. 

No Minnesotan will ever forget the night of 
August 1st. No Minnesotan will ever forget the 
horrifying image of the school bus, barely 
hanging onto the edge of a piece of concrete. 
We all wondered how many children were on 
the bus and how they could be rescued. 

But all those children made it off the bus to 
safety, thanks to the kindness of strangers. 
And that is what people will remember the 
most—the brave first responders and ordinary 
men and women who risked their lives to save 
others. 

Madam Speaker, our thoughts and prayers 
are still with the victims and their families, and 
we must do everything possible to assure a 
tragedy like this will never happen again. 

Minnesota has done a lot this year to im-
prove the quality of its infrastructure. I am 
proud to say that after a year of hard work 
and dedication, the bridge is expected to re- 
open in 2 months, ahead of schedule. 

Madam Speaker, my deepest gratitude goes 
to my colleagues who responded so quickly 
during Minnesota’s time of need, and to every 
person who responded to this disaster, saving 
lives, caring for the injured, comforting victims 
and their families and making our bridge 
whole again. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THOMAS MORE 
PREPARATORY 

HON. JERRY MORAN 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, August 1, 2008 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in recognition of Thomas More Pre-
paratory—Marian and their centennial celebra-
tion. Located in my hometown of Hays, Kan-
sas, Thomas More Prep recently concluded a 
3 day festival commemorating 100 years of 
educational service. I stand before you in cele-
bration of this remarkable milestone. 

TMP, as it is known in Northwest Kansas, 
has served as a pillar of faith-based learning 
for generations. Founded by Capuchin Priests 
in 1908 as Hays Catholic College, the school 
featured a combination high school and junior 
college curriculum and would become a vi-
brant military academy with an active Junior 
ROTC program. The school would evolve into 
St. Joseph’s Military Academy. 

St. Joseph’s Military academy was not alone 
in forming the foundation of what would be-
come TMP-M. Girl’s Catholic High School, the 
female counterpart to the Academy, was 
founded in 1918. As was the case with St. Jo-
seph’s, the school moved several times before 
it settled and was renamed Marian High 
School. 

The name Thomas More Prep was coined 
in 1970. In 1981, Marian High School and 
Thomas More Preparatory merged to form the 
school that is being recognized today. Madam 
Speaker, I emphasize the history of this fine 
institution in an effort to illustrate the dedica-
tion and sacrifice exhibited by those charged 
with its continuation. To administrate and fund 
a parochial school on the plains of Kansas for 
one hundred years is no small feat. Admiration 
is due to Fathers Henry Kluepfel and Eugene 
Beckner who founded what would become St. 
Joseph’s Military Academy in 1908 as well as 
Sister M. Reminga Neder, and Fr. Dominic 
Schuster who founded what would become 
Marian High school in 1918. Through their 
perseverance and leadership, an institution 
was established that would reach a global stu-
dent body. 

As an institution serving many international 
boarders through the years, TMP-M has cre-
ated a worldwide network of faithful alumni 
committed to the advancement of the school. 
The alumni of this educational system have 
much to be proud of. Each individual associ-
ated with TMP-M’s rich history has contributed 
to the overall identity that the school enjoys. It 
is through their generosity that the school con-
tinues to provide the services necessary to 
continue the long tradition of academic excel-
lence. 

Admiration and thanks are also due to Ms. 
Jean Ross, current president of the school, 
Mr. Denis Coakley, principal and headmaster, 
and Mr. Gene Flax, assistant principal of stu-
dent affairs. Through their faithful leadership, 
TMP-M has a bright future to coincide with 
their storied past. I ask God to continue to 
show his grace on this institution and I pray 
for its ongoing success. 

I ask you, Madam Speaker, to join me in 
congratulating Thomas More Prep.—Marian 
on 100 years of service to its students, alumni 
and the greater northwest Kansas community. 

f 

COMMEMORATING JACK C. BINION 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL’S RIBBON 
CUTTING CEREMONY 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, August 1, 2008 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Birdville Independent 
School District upon the construction of an 
outstanding new educational facility in Rich-
land Hills, Texas. This new building is an ex-
citing step forward for the school district, and 
the ribbon-cutting ceremony for Jack C. Binion 
Elementary is planned for August 21, 2008. 

Binion Elementary is capably headed by 
Principal Paul Anderson and Assistant Prin-
cipal Hilda Hager. The school welcomes stu-
dents from pre-kindergarten through fifth 
grade, and has a total enrollment of over 500 
students. Binion’s mascot is the Bobcat, and 
their colors are maroon and white. 

Binion Elementary is the newest facility for 
the Birdville Independent School District, 
which consists of 32 schools and over 22,000 
students. Binion was founded in 1954 as 
Glenview Elementary. The first year the school 
opened, construction on the cafeteria wasn’t 
completed until November. For the first few 
months of classes, food had to be brought in 
from another school each day. The first Prin-
cipal was Mr. Jack C. Binion, and his leader-
ship was instrumental in getting the school off 
to an excellent start. In 2003, Glenview was 
renamed Jack C. Binion Elementary School. 

In the fall of 2006, voters approved the con-
struction of a new campus for the elementary 
school. In summer of 2007, construction 
began, and the building is scheduled to be 
completed in time for the ribbon-cutting cere-
mony. 

Madam Speaker, it is truly an honor to rise 
today to compliment the Birdville Independent 
School District’s administration for its leader-
ship in directing the construction of an impres-
sive new campus for Jack C. Binion Elemen-
tary. I am proud to represent its students, 
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