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country as ambassadors and shining exam-
ples of American unity. I call on my colleagues 
to share in recognizing Kara and Delano, and 
to wish all of our 2008 Olympians a safe, fun, 
and successful experience. 

f 

MARIN MORRISON OF SAMMAMISH 

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, August 1, 2008 

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of an extraordinary young 
woman from my District whose unyieldingly 
positive spirit in the face of a horrendous chal-
lenge is a true inspiration at any time, but es-
pecially leading up to the Summer Olympics in 
Beijing. 

Marin Morrison, 17, of Sammamish, Wash-
ington, was one of the top swimmers in the 
country as a 14-year-old. She was just 1.5 
seconds away from qualifying for the Olympic 
time trials. She received recruiting letters from 
some of the top schools in the country. She 
was a natural and earned medal after medal. 
However, fierce headaches and double vision 
turned her world upside down. An MRI re-
vealed a tumor on her brain and doctors gave 
her 4 to 6 months to live. As a result of sur-
gery in 2005, she was left partially paralyzed. 
She was forced to relearn some basics such 
as reading, writing and walking. It appeared 
her Olympic dreams were dashed. 

Although she sometimes struggled mightily, 
she swam nearly every day. She refused to 
give up and started a new type of Olympic 
journey. She battled fatigue and her other 
physical ailments like a heavyweight boxer 
and never stopped fighting. Classmates at 
Eastlake High School, family, friends, former 
Olympians and countless others rallied around 
her. Then in April, Marin flew to Minnesota for 
the paralympic trials and earned a spot on the 
37 member swim team, realizing her Olympic 
dream. 

Marin’s story is beyond inspiring. The cir-
cumstances she has overcome are truly hum-
bling. She is a true American hero and we 
wish her all the best in Beijing and in the fu-
ture. 
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35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE DISASTER 
MEMORIAL 

HON. JIM RAMSTAD 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, August 1, 2008 

Mr. RAMSTAD. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
take a moment to remember the tragic event 
that occurred 1 year ago today when an eight- 
lane bridge on Highway 35–W in downtown 
Minneapolis collapsed and took the lives of 13 
people. 

No Minnesotan will ever forget the night of 
August 1st. No Minnesotan will ever forget the 
horrifying image of the school bus, barely 
hanging onto the edge of a piece of concrete. 
We all wondered how many children were on 
the bus and how they could be rescued. 

But all those children made it off the bus to 
safety, thanks to the kindness of strangers. 
And that is what people will remember the 
most—the brave first responders and ordinary 
men and women who risked their lives to save 
others. 

Madam Speaker, our thoughts and prayers 
are still with the victims and their families, and 
we must do everything possible to assure a 
tragedy like this will never happen again. 

Minnesota has done a lot this year to im-
prove the quality of its infrastructure. I am 
proud to say that after a year of hard work 
and dedication, the bridge is expected to re- 
open in 2 months, ahead of schedule. 

Madam Speaker, my deepest gratitude goes 
to my colleagues who responded so quickly 
during Minnesota’s time of need, and to every 
person who responded to this disaster, saving 
lives, caring for the injured, comforting victims 
and their families and making our bridge 
whole again. 
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TRIBUTE TO THOMAS MORE 
PREPARATORY 

HON. JERRY MORAN 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, August 1, 2008 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in recognition of Thomas More Pre-
paratory—Marian and their centennial celebra-
tion. Located in my hometown of Hays, Kan-
sas, Thomas More Prep recently concluded a 
3 day festival commemorating 100 years of 
educational service. I stand before you in cele-
bration of this remarkable milestone. 

TMP, as it is known in Northwest Kansas, 
has served as a pillar of faith-based learning 
for generations. Founded by Capuchin Priests 
in 1908 as Hays Catholic College, the school 
featured a combination high school and junior 
college curriculum and would become a vi-
brant military academy with an active Junior 
ROTC program. The school would evolve into 
St. Joseph’s Military Academy. 

St. Joseph’s Military academy was not alone 
in forming the foundation of what would be-
come TMP-M. Girl’s Catholic High School, the 
female counterpart to the Academy, was 
founded in 1918. As was the case with St. Jo-
seph’s, the school moved several times before 
it settled and was renamed Marian High 
School. 

The name Thomas More Prep was coined 
in 1970. In 1981, Marian High School and 
Thomas More Preparatory merged to form the 
school that is being recognized today. Madam 
Speaker, I emphasize the history of this fine 
institution in an effort to illustrate the dedica-
tion and sacrifice exhibited by those charged 
with its continuation. To administrate and fund 
a parochial school on the plains of Kansas for 
one hundred years is no small feat. Admiration 
is due to Fathers Henry Kluepfel and Eugene 
Beckner who founded what would become St. 
Joseph’s Military Academy in 1908 as well as 
Sister M. Reminga Neder, and Fr. Dominic 
Schuster who founded what would become 
Marian High school in 1918. Through their 
perseverance and leadership, an institution 
was established that would reach a global stu-
dent body. 

As an institution serving many international 
boarders through the years, TMP-M has cre-
ated a worldwide network of faithful alumni 
committed to the advancement of the school. 
The alumni of this educational system have 
much to be proud of. Each individual associ-
ated with TMP-M’s rich history has contributed 
to the overall identity that the school enjoys. It 
is through their generosity that the school con-
tinues to provide the services necessary to 
continue the long tradition of academic excel-
lence. 

Admiration and thanks are also due to Ms. 
Jean Ross, current president of the school, 
Mr. Denis Coakley, principal and headmaster, 
and Mr. Gene Flax, assistant principal of stu-
dent affairs. Through their faithful leadership, 
TMP-M has a bright future to coincide with 
their storied past. I ask God to continue to 
show his grace on this institution and I pray 
for its ongoing success. 

I ask you, Madam Speaker, to join me in 
congratulating Thomas More Prep.—Marian 
on 100 years of service to its students, alumni 
and the greater northwest Kansas community. 
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COMMEMORATING JACK C. BINION 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL’S RIBBON 
CUTTING CEREMONY 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, August 1, 2008 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Birdville Independent 
School District upon the construction of an 
outstanding new educational facility in Rich-
land Hills, Texas. This new building is an ex-
citing step forward for the school district, and 
the ribbon-cutting ceremony for Jack C. Binion 
Elementary is planned for August 21, 2008. 

Binion Elementary is capably headed by 
Principal Paul Anderson and Assistant Prin-
cipal Hilda Hager. The school welcomes stu-
dents from pre-kindergarten through fifth 
grade, and has a total enrollment of over 500 
students. Binion’s mascot is the Bobcat, and 
their colors are maroon and white. 

Binion Elementary is the newest facility for 
the Birdville Independent School District, 
which consists of 32 schools and over 22,000 
students. Binion was founded in 1954 as 
Glenview Elementary. The first year the school 
opened, construction on the cafeteria wasn’t 
completed until November. For the first few 
months of classes, food had to be brought in 
from another school each day. The first Prin-
cipal was Mr. Jack C. Binion, and his leader-
ship was instrumental in getting the school off 
to an excellent start. In 2003, Glenview was 
renamed Jack C. Binion Elementary School. 

In the fall of 2006, voters approved the con-
struction of a new campus for the elementary 
school. In summer of 2007, construction 
began, and the building is scheduled to be 
completed in time for the ribbon-cutting cere-
mony. 

Madam Speaker, it is truly an honor to rise 
today to compliment the Birdville Independent 
School District’s administration for its leader-
ship in directing the construction of an impres-
sive new campus for Jack C. Binion Elemen-
tary. I am proud to represent its students, 
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teachers, and the Richland Hills community in 
the 26th District of Texas. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BORRE WINCKEL 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, August 1, 2008 

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and pay tribute to an individual 
whose dedication and contributions to the 
community of Riverside County, CA are ex-
ceptional. Riverside has been fortunate to 
have dynamic and dedicated community lead-
ers who willingly and unselfishly give their time 
and talent and make their communities a bet-
ter place to live and work. Borre Winckel is 
one of these individuals. Borre is retiring as 
the Executive Director of the Building Industry 
Association, BIA, for Riverside County. 

Born in the Netherlands, Borre arrived in the 
U.S. in 1977 following his family’s acquisition 
of property in Temecula, CA. Borre was edu-
cated at Boston University and received joint 
degrees in Print Journalism and Public Com-
munication. After graduation, Borre joined 
Chase Manhattan Bank’s New York City Head 
Office as a Press Spokesman and Speech-
writer for the Office of the Chairman. Chase 
decided Borre was better suited for banking 
and placed him in their prestigious corporate 
finance credit training program in Wall Street. 

Following Wall Street, Borre’s mixed-use 
land development activities led him to join the 
Riverside County BIA Chapter, which he has 
run as its Executive Director since 1996. The 
County’s volume of building permit activity— 
highest in the State of California—places him 
center stage on many growth and develop-
ment related issues. Under his leadership, 
Riverside County BIA became the region’s 
leading private sector participant in major 
transportation planning and funding projects; 
air and water quality issues; endangered spe-
cies conservation planning and residential 
green building programs. Borre is frequently 
quoted in the major media and is a sought 
after as a conference speaker. 

Some of the BIA accomplishments under 
Borre include: membership at the Riverside 
Chapter flourished, tripling in size to over 700 
members; in coordination with city and county 
officials, the BIA helped develop the Riverside 
County Integrated Project, RCIP, a three year 
planning effort to simultaneously prepare envi-
ronmental, transportation, housing and devel-
opment guidelines for future population 
growth; and worked with officials and outside 
groups to establish the Multi-Species Habitat 
Conservation Plan, MSHCP. In 2007, Borre 
convinced the County Board of Supervisors to 
initiate a streamlining strike force to speed up 
the entitlement and permitting process. As a 
result, County entitlement and permitting proc-
esses are already more fluid and predictable. 

Borre is a resident of San Juan Capistrano 
and is married to Kay Sutton-Nagel. They 
have three children, Emilie, Sophie and 
George, Jr. Borre’s tireless passion for the 
community of Riverside County has contrib-
uted immensely to the betterment of the Inland 
Empire. I am proud to call Borre a fellow com-

munity member, American and friend. I know 
that many community members are grateful 
for his service and salute him as he retires. 
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RECOGNITION OF THE 60TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE AIR FORCE 
OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGA-
TIONS 

HON. SILVESTRE REYES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, August 1, 2008 

Mr. REYES. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Air Force Office of Special Inves-
tigations, or the AFOSI. 

Today, August 1, 2008, OSI celebrates its 
60th anniversary as the investigative arm of 
the United States Air Force. At the suggestion 
of Congress in 1948, AFOSI was established 
as the consolidated and centralized investiga-
tive service for the United States Air Force by 
then-Secretary of the Air Force Stuart Syming-
ton. Since its inception, AFOSI has served to 
ensure a capability for independent and objec-
tive criminal investigations. Through the years, 
AFOSI’s mission has evolved in many ways to 
meet the changing needs of the Air Force. As 
a direct result, it has matured into a highly ef-
fective war fighting unit while maintaining the 
standards of a greatly respected federal law 
enforcement agency. Its goal today, as it was 
60 years ago, is to provide the world’s best in-
vestigative service to the world’s best Air 
Force. 

AFOSI has played a central role in the his-
tory of the Air Force. It was the AFOSI com-
mander in Korea who first alerted the Far East 
Air Forces headquarters in Tokyo of the North 
Korean invasion in June 1950. During the 
early to mid–1960s, AFOSI units were de-
ployed to Vietnam and quickly proved their 
mettle in support of air base defense by gath-
ering early warning threat information on sabo-
tage and surprise attacks. As terrorism be-
came more prevalent in the 1970s, AFOSI re-
sponded with investigative tools and programs 
that enhanced the protection of Air Force peo-
ple and resources. In 1978, AFOSI became 
the first organization in the federal government 
to establish a computer crime program. 
AFOSI’s counterintelligence efforts contributed 
to victory in the Cold War by identifying and 
neutralizing foreign intelligence operations tar-
geting the United States Air Force. When the 
Pentagon felt the impact of cyber-threats in 
the 1990s, it tapped AFOSI to run the Defense 
Department’s computer forensic training and 
laboratory programs. 

In recent years, AFOSI has answered the 
call to help protect an air and space force that 
is committed to going anywhere in the world, 
at any time. Its response to the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks and contributions to subsequent com-
bat operations in Afghanistan and Iraq, as well 
as support to worldwide humanitarian assist-
ance missions, continue to highlight AFOSI as 
a force multiplier providing for the safety and 
security of our armed forces anywhere in the 
world. 

Although AFOSI has evolved and adapted 
to today’s needs, there has never been a 
change in the fundamental nature of the orga-

nization: it is an independent, high perform-
ance investigative agency, and indispensable 
to the Air Force. Today’s AFOSI is made up 
of approximately 3,200 people operating 
across the globe, virtually anywhere you would 
find our Air Force’s interests or resources. 

With a legacy of service, integrity and excel-
lence behind them, the members of this office 
march on today in the footsteps of the many 
men and women who have served in the 
AFOSI, including one of our honorable col-
leagues, Senator ARLEN SPECTER. 

Madam Speaker, it is with a great deal of 
pride that the AFOSI celebrates its 60th anni-
versary. In a time of unprecedented change 
and challenge, AFOSI continues to rise to the 
occasion by answering the call of the United 
States Air Force, the Department of Defense, 
and our great Nation. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION TO 
STUDY THE CULTURE AND GLO-
RIFICATION OF VIOLENCE IN 
AMERICA ACT 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, August 1, 2008 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to introduce the Presidential Com-
mission to Study the Culture and Glorification 
of Violence in America Act. This bill will estab-
lish a commission tasked with not only study-
ing the culture of violence in our country, but 
also the factors that contribute to this culture 
and the actions that can be taken to mitigate 
its effects. 

Members of this Commission will determine 
what connections exist between violence and 
access to firearms, psychological stress, and 
economic despair. They will further examine 
what role schools can play in preventing vio-
lence and propose possible solutions to ad-
dress the glorification of violence in the United 
States. 

Madam Speaker, we have become a society 
that places violence and aggression above 
hard work and acts of kindness. Sadly, chil-
dren today admire gangsters instead of teach-
ers. They would rather be thugs and drug 
lords than doctors and philanthropists. They 
measure the strength of their character by the 
size of their gun and not by their generosity 
toward others. 

The American Academy of Pediatrics has 
found that prolonged exposure to violence in 
the media can increase acceptance of vio-
lence as an appropriate means of solving 
problems. It can glamorize weapons as 
sources of personal power and can contribute 
to aggressive behavior. It is, therefore no sur-
prise that in 2005 alone, there were over 1.8 
million serious violent crimes in America and 
almost 420,000 firearm-related incidents. In 
that same year, the Federal Government 
spent $35.4 billion on criminal justice and local 
governments spent nearly three times that 
amount. Worst of all however, teens and 
young adults experience the highest rates of 
violent crime. 

It is clear that we must make an effort to 
raise our children to recognize that violence is 
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