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edge of guitar manufacturing for six 
generations. The founder of Martin 
Guitar, Christian Frederick Martin, 
Sr., was born in 1796 in Germany and 
began the craft at the young age of 15. 
Since the guild system in Germany 
limited the opportunities for guitar 
production, C.F. Martin, Sr., decided to 
emigrate to the United States in the 
1830s. Martin Guitar set up shop in New 
York City for 6 years before finally set-
tling in the Lehigh Valley in 1839. 
After a century and a half of success in 
guitar manufacturing, C.F. Martin & 
Co. continues to produce the finest 
quality American acoustic guitars 
today. Each year, Martin Guitar manu-
factures and ships approximately 
170,000 guitars all over the world and 
welcomes over 21,000 visitors to its fac-
tory in Nazareth, Northampton Coun-
ty. Martin Guitars have been played by 
some of our Nation’s greats, such as 
Elvis and Johnny Cash, and are still 
being played today by Eric Clapton, 
Beck, Willie Nelson, and John Mayer, 
to name just a few. 

In addition to Martin Guitar’s ac-
complishments and I believe this is 
key, the company has demonstrated in-
credible staying power through six gen-
erations. C.F. Martin & Co. is the old-
est surviving manufacturer of guitars 
in the world and is thus an extraor-
dinary model to other businesses. I am 
proud to say that C.F. Martin & Co. has 
long been and will remain a vital staple 
of the Lehigh Valley. 

Special recognition for this anniver-
sary belongs to the sixth generation 
chairman and CEO Mr. Christian F. 
Martin IV, and the hard-working staff 
of Martin Guitar, for continuing the 
long standing tradition of crafting 
America’s finest acoustic guitars. It is 
with great pride that I congratulate 
the Martin Guitar Factory on 175 out-
standing years of achievement. ∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO ROBERT FULWIDER 

∑ Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, 
today I congratulate Mr. Bob Fulwider 
as he nears the end of his term as the 
103rd chairman of the Nation’s largest 
insurance association, the Independent 
Insurance Agents & Brokers of Amer-
ica, IIABA. Mr. Fulwider was elected to 
the IIABA’s executive committee in 
2002, and was installed as the associa-
tion’s chairman last September. 

Founded in 1896, IIABA, or the Big 
‘‘I’’ as it is better known, is the Na-
tion’s oldest and largest association of 
independent insurance agents and bro-
kers, representing a network of more 
than 300,000 agents, brokers, and their 
employees. During his term as chair-
man of the Big ‘‘I’’, Bob Fulwider has 
been a leader on a number of issues for 
the association including regulatory 
reform and natural disaster insurance. 
Perhaps most importantly, during this 
year’s consideration of the farm bill 
and specifically its impact on crop in-

surance, Mr. Fulwider was a forceful 
advocate for his association who led 
with professionalism and determina-
tion. 

Mr. Fulwider has over his lifetime 
built two financial and insurance plan-
ning service businesses throughout 
eastern Iowa including West Liberty 
and West Branch, IA. Mr. Fulwider is 
also a former national board director 
and a past president of the Independent 
Insurance Agents of Iowa, IIAI. 

Mr. Fulwider has been honored with 
several national and state awards. He 
has been honored with two IIABA Pres-
idential Citations—in 1987 and 1994. He 
was named IIAI Agent of the Year in 
1993 and received the association’s ‘‘Mr. 
Chairman’’ Award in the same year. He 
also received the Agent of the Year 
Award in 1990. He is the first honoree in 
the Iowa association’s history to re-
ceive the award twice. In 2002, Mr. 
Fulwider was honored with the Sydney 
O. Smith Award, IIABA’s highest indi-
vidual government affairs honor. In 
2003 he was named to the Iowa Insur-
ance Hall of Fame. 

In addition, Mr. Fulwider is ex-
tremely active in his community. After 
graduating from Iowa State Univer-
sity, he taught in Iowa public high 
schools and served on the Iowa State 
University faculty prior to entering 
the insurance business. Mr. Fulwider is 
past president of the Muscatine County 
Economic Development Council and 
training director and board member of 
the Iowa Council—Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica. Mr. Fulwider has served as Scout-
master of his local troop for 25 years 
and has received numerous Scouting 
awards including the Silver Beaver. 
Additionally, he is active in his church 
and Masonic Lodge. 

I want to thank Bob Fulwider for his 
work with the IIABA over the years 
and for his commitment to his profes-
sion, his community, and our state of 
Iowa. His efforts are greatly appre-
ciated. I am proud to count Bob as both 
a constituent and a friend. I wish him, 
his wife Jan, and their family all the 
best in their future endeavors.∑ 
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50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF HEMA-
TOLOGY 

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I would 
like to take a moment to congratulate 
the American Society of Hematology, 
which is observing its 50th anniversary 
this year, and to salute the advances 
hematologists have been able to make 
in biomedical research, largely as a re-
sult of the funding for the National In-
stitutes of Health that many of us in 
the Senate fight for each year. 

The American Society of Hema-
tologists—ASH—represents more than 
15,000 clinicians and scientists com-
mitted to the study and treatment of 
blood and blood-related diseases, in-
cluding blood cancers, bleeding and 

clotting diseases, and hereditary dis-
orders. Hematologists have made re-
markable contributions to the ad-
vancement of biomedical research and 
are active participants in NIH bio-
medical research programs, recipients 
of NIH grants, and contributors to 
NIH’s biomedical research accomplish-
ments. I am pleased to note that some 
of this groundbreaking research is 
being conducted in Iowa by ASH mem-
ber Dr. George Weiner and his team at 
the Holden Comprehensive Cancer Cen-
ter at the University of Iowa. 

Hematologists have been at the fore-
front of some of the most remarkable 
advancements in medicine over the 
past half century. ASH members have 
turned Federal research dollars into ef-
fective treatments for diseases that 
were once disabling or a death sen-
tence, and have been pioneers in the 
fields of bone marrow transplantation 
and gene therapy. 

By the NIH’s own estimates, the 
overall 5-year survival rate for child-
hood cancers rose to nearly 80 percent 
during the 1990s from under 60 percent 
in the 1970s. A diagnosis of acute 
lymphoblastic leukemia was fatal for 
every child who developed it in the 
1960s, but today, after new combina-
tions of drugs were developed by hema-
tology researchers, and aggressive 
treatment of the brain and spinal fluid 
were incorporated, approximately 80 
percent of children with the disease are 
cured. 

NIH also notes that the emergence of 
new, more precise ways to treat cancer, 
such as drugs that target abnormal 
proteins in cancer cells, have contrib-
uted to a dramatic increase in the av-
erage life expectancy for Americans. 
Again, hematologists have been at the 
forefront of these discoveries. 

Acute promyelocytic leukemia— 
APL—was once described as the most 
malignant form of acute leukemia. 
Today, the treatment of APL has be-
come a model for treating cancer with 
targeted therapy. In combination with 
chemotherapy, targeted treatment has 
significantly improved survival in pa-
tients with APL and raised remission 
rates to about 85 percent. 

In the 1950s the only treatment for 
chronic myelogenous leukemia—CML— 
was radiation of the spleen, granting 
patients about 30 months of survival. 
Analysis of the CML-specific chromo-
somal translocation allowed the devel-
opment of imatinib, a gene-targeting 
drug that is the paradigm for a new 
generation of ‘‘smart’’ drugs that allow 
disease-specific therapy. Using this non 
toxic oral drug, more than 75 percent of 
patients diagnosed with CML achieve a 
durable, complete cytogenetic remis-
sion. 

I have consistently fought for in-
creases to NIH annual budget, and will 
continue to due so to ensure that he-
matologists and researchers around the 
Nation continue to have the resources 
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