
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 154, Pt. 1318050 September 8, 2008 
And as I sit there in 30 degree weather 
in the hottest month, in the middle of 
August, he told me I was one of the few 
people that ever bothered to visit 
there, that they were surprised. Hardly 
anyone has ever been there. It’s 30 de-
grees in the hottest month. It’s 30 
below in the winter. They just got run-
ning water there in the year 2000. Only 
300 Eskimos live there. They have a 
doctor that visits their town one time 
a year. There are no roads in and out of 
the village. They have to travel by 
snowmobile, and they live off of 
whales. So when you hear about this 
being a pristine wilderness area that’s 
going to hurt the wildlife, you’re hear-
ing it from people that have never been 
there and have a vested interest in tell-
ing you that because they are probably 
trying to raise money for some fringe 
group. 

And I made a promise to Mr. Felton 
Rexford that when I would get back to 
Congress, I don’t know if I would sway 
anybody but I would come to the floor 
of Congress and tell the truth. And the 
truth is these are the most environ-
mentally conscious people in the coun-
try that I have ever met, and they 
think it can be done in an environ-
mentally friendly way and they sup-
port it. And the area there looks like 
the surface of the moon and not a 
rainforest, and we can have it all. 

So I wanted to honor that, Mr. 
GINGREY, and I appreciate your giving 
me the chance to speak tonight on this 
very key issue. 

Mr. GINGREY. I thank my colleague 
and friend from Florida. 

As I was saying, of course, Mr. 
Speaker, 15 days in the last 5 months, 
and you look at the schedule for this 
week, and there is unbelievably noth-
ing, nothing on the agenda that has 
anything to do with energy. 

We are going to have two bills, one I 
guess on Thursday and one on Friday 
or maybe Wednesday and Thursday. 
One of them is the No Child Left Inside 
Act of 2008 to reauthorize the National 
Environmental Education Act to help 
improve the quality of environmental 
education for primary and secondary 
school students. And then if you think 
that one’s important, H.R. 3667, the 
Missisquoi and Trout Rivers Wild and 
Scenic River Study Act of 2008, author-
izes $300,000 for a study of a segment of 
the Missisquoi River in Vermont for 
potential designation as Wild and Sce-
nic. Not only does H.R. 3667 not create 
more American energy, but it might 
actually prevent future energy explo-
ration along the river like the siting of 
a liquefied natural gas plant as an ex-
ample. 

And the other 2 days we are doing 
nothing but suspension bills, and those 
suspension bills are the ones that you 
have to have a two-thirds vote. There 
is little opposition to those bills, and 
yet they are given 20 minutes of debate 
on each side, 40 minutes on each of 

these suspension bills to make it look 
like we’re doing something up here. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I will say that the 
Democratic majority has done some 
things since they took control. In Jan-
uary, 2007, when the price of regular 
gasoline was $2.22, that date we con-
gratulated the U.S. Santa Barbara soc-
cer team. And then on September 5, 
when the price of regular had gone to 
$2.84, that was National Passport 
Month. February 6, 2008, when the price 
of regular had gone to $3.03, we were 
commending the Houston Dynamo soc-
cer team. Then on May 14, 2008, the 
price of regular $3.77, that was Na-
tional Train Day. Then on May 20, 2008, 
regular gasoline $3.84 a gallon, that 
was Great Cats and Rare Canids Act. 
Really important. On June 10, 2008, the 
price of regular $4.09 a gallon, the 
International Year of Sanitation bill. 
Really important. And then last but 
not least, June 17, 2008, when the price 
of regular had gotten up to $4.14, that 
was the Monkey Safety Act day. We 
were doing some things all right. We 
were really working hard up here. 

Well, look, the bottom line is this: 
We have a bill. The Republicans have a 
bill. We have a comprehensive bill. Yes, 
the cornerstone is ‘‘Drill Here, Drill 
Now.’’ But this is the all-of-the-above 
approach to energy independence, and 
that’s what we have to have, not only 
for our domestic needs but for the secu-
rity of this Nation. And I commend our 
nominee for President, JOHN MCCAIN, 
and our nominee for Vice President, 
Sarah Palin, because they understand 
we need to drill on the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf. And we will have a Vice 
President who is from an energy State 
and understands the importance of 
those resources that we own. 

So, Mr. Speaker, we want to do 
things in a bipartisan way. And in clos-
ing, I know we are getting very close to 
that hour, but in closing let me just 
say this: We can work together. We can 
work together. I know I spent a lot of 
time up here railing tonight against 
Speaker PELOSI, but I respect her. She 
is the Speaker of this House not just 
for the Democrats but also for the Re-
publicans. We respect her. We respect 
the chairman of the Energy and Com-
merce Committee, the distinguished 
Mr. JOHN DINGELL from Michigan. 
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He knows about this country and its 
needs. Why can’t we get together, Mr. 
DINGELL and Mr. BARTON, and let’s 
have a bill that is comprehensive, a lit-
tle give and take on both sides of the 
aisle, because it’s for the American 
people, and let’s worry more about 
them than the next election. The next 
election, Mr. Speaker, will take care of 
itself. Let the people judge on that. 

I am going to tell you, when you go 
back home I am hearing from my con-
stituents, and I know everybody in this 
House Chamber is hearing from their 

constituents. We can do it. It’s time. 
It’s time to do it, and it’s time to do it 
now. 

I think it would be unconscionable if 
we go home 3 weeks from now and we 
have not done this. I am willing to 
stay. I am willing to stay, and 134, 
maybe even 194 Republicans, and hope-
fully some good, rock solid Democrats 
will stay with us this time until we get 
an energy bill done in a comprehensive, 
bipartisan way. 
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CORRECTION TO THE CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD OF WEDNES-
DAY, JULY 30, 2008, AT PAGE 17263 

PROVIDING FOR AN ADJOURN-
MENT OR RECESS OF THE TWO 
HOUSES 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I send to the desk a privi-
leged concurrent resolution and ask for 
its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the concurrent reso-
lution, as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 398 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That, when the House ad-
journs on the legislative day of Thursday, 
July 31, 2008, Friday, August 1, 2008, or Sat-
urday, August 2, 2008, on a motion offered 
pursuant to this concurrent resolution by its 
Majority Leader or his designee, it stand ad-
journed until 2 p.m. on Monday, September 
8, 2008, or until the time of any reassembly 
pursuant to section 2 of this concurrent reso-
lution, whichever occurs first; and that when 
the Senate recesses or adjourns on any day 
from Friday, August 1, 2008, through Friday, 
September 5, 2008, on a motion offered pursu-
ant to this concurrent resolution by its Ma-
jority Leader or his designee, it stand re-
cessed or adjourned until noon on Monday, 
September 8, 2008, or such other time on that 
day as may be specified in the motion to re-
cess or adjourn, or until the time of any re-
assembly pursuant to section 2 of this con-
current resolution, whichever occurs first. 

SEC. 2. The Speaker of the House and the 
Majority Leader of the Senate, or their re-
spective designees, acting jointly after con-
sultation with the Minority Leader of the 
House and the Minority Leader of the Sen-
ate, shall notify the Members of the House 
and the Senate, respectively, to reassemble 
at such place and time as they may des-
ignate if, in their opinion, the public interest 
shall warrant it. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida (at the 
request of Mr. HOYER) for August 1 on 
account of death in family. 

Mr. CONYERS (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today on account of per-
sonal business. 

Mr. ELLISON (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today on account of busi-
ness in district. 

Ms. KILPATRICK (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for August 1 on account of per-
sonal business. 
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