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11th attacks on the United States claimed 
more than 3,000 lives. The New Jersey Divi-
sion of the Polish American Congress has 
taken it as their mission to commemorate the 
lives lost in both incidents. 

The Polish American Congress is an um-
brella organization, with over 3,000 clubs that 
exist to serve various levels and aspects of 
the Polish communities of the United States. 
They promote different areas of education and 
cultural programs to further the knowledge of 
Polish history, as well as to stimulate Polish 
American involvement in their community . 

Madam Speaker, I would like to extend my 
sincere gratitude for the leadership, commit-
ment, and service that the Polish American 
Congress has demonstrated in their existence 
throughout the community. 
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HONORING SISTER JOAN FOLEY 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 8, 2008 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Sister Joan Foley, who is the 
recipient of the Seven Springs Rotary Club’s 
prestigious Paul Harris Award. Sister Foley 
has always put service above self in a lifelong 
commitment and passion to helping the com-
munities around her. 

Sister Foley joined the Medical Mission Sis-
ters in 1954 to help solve health care issues 
in lesser-developed parts of the world. She 
began her mission in Pakistan, where she su-
pervised a busy clinical lab and trained many 
young Pakistanis. Sister Foley later became 
involved in several community health care net-
works focusing on rural and minority popu-
lations in the United States. She then served 
for 6 years as the Coordinator of Medical Mis-
sion Sister’s Eastern District and currently is 
the Sector Coordinator in North America. 

In 1991, Sister Foley sought out a new mis-
sion in Florida’s Pasco County. She saw a 
need to help local jobseekers find employment 
regardless of age, income, background, or 
education. Sister Foley first started the Con-
nections program in her car to help individuals 
manage their job search and connect with 
area employers. Today, the program has 
grown substantially but still offers free one-on- 
one assistance and many other resources to 
jobseekers. Sister Foley stepped down as di-
rector of Connections this past spring; how-
ever, her vision will continue to enrich the 
community. 

Madam Speaker, I am truly honored to rec-
ognize Sister Foley’s mission that has im-
proved the lives of people all over the world. 
For nearly 20 years she has made Pasco 
County a better place by providing new hopes 
and better futures. The Paul Harris Award is a 
wonderful recognition of her hard work and 
devotion. 

A TRIBUTE TO MARY ANN 
ROBBIANO, RECIPIENT OF THE 
ST. MADELEINE SOPHIE AWARD 
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Monday, September 8, 2008 

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Mrs. Mary Ann Robbiano, a dear 
friend and a recipient of the prestigious St. 
Madeleine Sophie Award from Sacred Heart 
Schools. Established in the year 2000, the St. 
Madeleine Sophie Award honors individuals in 
the Sacred Heart community who have made 
a sustained and significant contribution to the 
Schools and embody the Goals and Criteria of 
a Sacred Heart education. The individuals 
honored are selected by a committee com-
prised of the senior administrative team in 
conjunction with the Chair of the Board of 
Trustees and are honored at a reception and 
at the Mass of the Holy Spirit, the first all- 
school liturgy of the school year. The recipi-
ents will be VIP guests at various SHS events 
throughout the year and featured in their alum-
ni magazine, The Heart of the Matter, for their 
commitment to the mission of Sacred Heart 
education. 

Mary Anne Robbiano was chosen along 
with three other distinguished recipients to be 
recognized with the Award for her dedication 
to the Goals and Criteria of Sacred Heart 
Schools. Mother of three adult children, Kay 
(SHP 1972), Paul, and Angie (SHP 1976), 
Mrs. Robbiano began her relationship with Sa-
cred Hearts Schools when her oldest daughter 
entered kindergarten in 1960. She was the 
school nurse from 1968 until 1976, and dealt 
with many different problems and situations in-
cluding comforting homesick, boarders, tend-
ing to skinned knees, broken bones, colds and 
flues. Each child was treated as if she were 
her own daughter. Oakwood, the home for the 
retired Religious of the Sacred Heart, was built 
in 1976 and Mrs. Robbiano was asked to be 
the Director of Nursing at the Oakwood Infir-
mary. Her philosophy was to treat each 
woman with respect and dignity. Since her re-
tirement in 1990, she remains dedicated to 
Oakwood by volunteering her time to the nuns 
through the Oakwood Auxiliary and the Chil-
dren of Mary. She and her husband Paul cele-
brated their 60th wedding anniversary with a 
Mass at the Oakwood Chapel in September 
2007. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the entire House of 
Representatives to join me in honoring Mrs. 
Mary Ann Robbiano as she is given the St. 
Madeleine Sophie Award. Through her count-
less contributions to her family and friends, 
and most especially the Sacred Heart commu-
nity, she has more than earned this Award. 
Her hard work and commitment to excellence 
are a lasting legacy at Sacred Heart Schools 
and live on in the life of every student who 
has come through its distinguished halls. Her 
deep faith and the practice of it have inspired 
everyone who knows her. Our community and 
our country have been bettered because of 
Mary Ann Robbiano and I consider it a privi-
lege to know her and honor her. 

TRIBUTE TO 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE CHURCH OF THE OPEN 
DOOR 
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Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to honor the 50th anniversary of 
the Church of the Open Door, United Church 
of Christ in Miami, Florida. Since its inception, 
the church has stood in the community as a 
symbol of perseverance and inspiration. This 
historic anniversary of the Church of the Open 
Door, United Church of Christ marks a time of 
remembrance of a storied past and renewal 
for a bright future. 

In April 1958, Marie Faulkner Brown, daugh-
ter of Congregational minister Rev. Dr. William 
F. Faulkner, sought to fulfill a specific need of 
her Congregational background through spir-
itual guidance. She called together a group of 
10 people with a Congregational denomina-
tional background similar to hers to discuss 
the possibility of forming an interracial Con-
gregational church in Miami. 

The small group continued to meet regularly 
and chose the name, Congregational Christian 
Fellowship. The superintendent of the Florida 
Conference, Rev. Dr. Robbins Ralph was im-
pressed with the honesty and eloquence of 
this beginning group and appointed Dr. Wiley 
Scott, pastor of Miami Beach Community 
Church, to chair a steering committee that pro-
vided leadership for the group from local Con-
gregational ministers. Superintendent Ralph 
and Dr. Scott were instrumental in sharing 
their favorable impression of this beginning 
church with the national church. The national 
church was generous with funds to buy a par-
sonage on Northwest 9th Avenue, and sub-
sidized the group for 5 years. It also gave fi-
nancial support to purchase the property 
where the church is now located, the current 
edifice and the family life center. The group 
began meeting in the Florida room of Dr. 
Kelsey L. Pharr and later moved to Bethany 
Seventh Day Adventist Union Academy for 
Sunday morning worship services. 

The name Church of the Open Door, Con-
gregational, was voted on September 20, 
1959. The church was incorporated on Sep-
tember 28, 1959, with 75 charter members. 
The first interim pastor, a Congregational min-
ister, was Rev. Dr. Charles Wicks. Rev. Dr. 
Henry Curtis McDowell, a missionary to An-
gola, West Africa, for 40 years, served as the 
founding pastor. The current pastor, who pre-
viously served as pastor of Amistad United 
Church of Christ in Maryland, is Rev. Dr. R. 
Joaquin Willis. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in applaud-
ing and honoring the Church of the Open 
Door, United Church of Christ as it celebrates 
50 years of dedicated fellowship. Throughout 
the past 50 years, the clergy and members 
have dedicated themselves to providing spir-
ituality, service, and guidance to the church 
and greater community of Miami, Florida. It is 
my hope the Church of the Open Door, United 
Church of Christ continues to stand as a bea-
con of resolve, inspiration, and worship for 
many years to come. 
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