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adaptation. Over the last few years, its pro-
grams have expanded to help other non-Chi-
nese immigrants, refugees, and other dis-
advantaged groups that call Sacramento home 
including those of Hmong, Mien, Vietnamese, 
Ukrainian, and Russian descent. 

The SCCSC assists more than 4,000 clients 
each year, including 2,400 children in their 
after school programs. It offers 26 programs, 
including youth mentoring and counseling, em-
ployment assistance, translation, transpor-
tation and home health visits for senior citi-
zens, parenting workshops, job skill work-
shops and paid work experience, and citizen-
ship classes. 

The SCCSC has received recognition for its 
successes, including having received the Glo-
ria Rose Memorial Grant Award from the 
United Way California Capitol Region for being 
an agency which achieves outstanding results, 
and works towards building a stronger, 
healthier, and more compassionate commu-
nity. The SCCSC has also received the Spirit 
of Mentoring Award from the California Mentor 
Foundation for providing an exemplary com-
munity-based mentor program. 

Madam Speaker, I wish to congratulate the 
Sacramento Chinese Community Service Cen-
ter upon the occasion of its 30th anniversary, 
and express my gratitude to the center for pro-
viding essential services and support to new 
immigrants, citizens, refugees, at-risk youth, 
senior citizens, and others in need. The Sac-
ramento Chinese Community Service Center 
has provided the community with a wide array 
of opportunities, and I wish its leaders the best 
of luck as they continue in their service. 

f 

HONORING ARMY STAFF 
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Monday, September 8, 2008 

Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today with a heavy heart to honor, salute, and 
pay tribute to one of our brave fallen soldiers. 

Army Staff Sergeant Alex Jimenez went to 
Iraq for the first time in 2005. Already fluent in 
Spanish, he quickly taught himself Arabic and 
became a translator for fellow soldiers who 
needed to communicate with the Iraqi people 
they had been sent there to protect. Army offi-
cials always praised his leadership and 
strength. 

Alex took pride in the Army and his respon-
sibilities as a soldier. He once told his cousin, 
‘‘Honestly, I signed the contract, and it doesn’t 
matter what my opinion is. I just think about 
the guy to my left and the guy to my right 
making it home. That’s all I care about.’’ He 
recognized the importance of his duties, writ-
ing, ‘‘I believe that in the United States Army, 
I may reach my goals which are—making 
positive differences, bringing peace to the in-
nocent, and making justice my duty as a U.S. 
soldier.’’ 

Without a doubt, Alex achieved all of these 
goals. 

Without a doubt, Alex made his family, his 
army, and his hometown community of Co-
rona, Queens very proud. 

And, without a doubt, Alex’s services to our 
country was honorable and distinguished. 

Sadly, however, on May 12, 2007, Alex Ji-
menez, along with six of his fellow soldiers, 
was patrolling a deserted highway south of 
Baghdad, looking for insurgents planting road-
side bombs, when he and the group came 
under fire. Staff Sergeant Alex Jimenez, who 
was on his second tour in Iraq, Specialist 
Byron Fouty, and Private First Class Joseph J. 
Anzack Jr. were taken prisoner. 

The four soldiers who died in the attack 
were Sergeant Anthony J. Schober, Private 
First Class Daniel W. Courneya, Private Chris-
topher E. Murphy, and Sergeant First Class 
James D. Connell, all of Delta Company, 4th 
Battalion, 31st Infantry, 2nd Brigade Combat 
Team, 10th Mountain Division. Private First 
Class Joseph J. Anzack Jr.’s body was recov-
ered on May 23, 2007. 

The Queens community mourned for the 
loss of Alex’s fellow soldiers and, together, we 
prayed for the safe return of Alex and Byron. 
Despite our wishing and hoping for the best, 
the bodies of Staff Sergeant Alex Jimenez and 
Specialist Byron W. Fouty were found on July 
8, 2008. 

So many worked tirelessly to bring Alex 
home, and the Queens community and Alex’s 
family are so appreciative and grateful for their 
efforts. Because now, we have the opportunity 
to say goodbye to Alex one more time and to 
lay his body to rest. 

As a parent, I know that this loss will stay 
with Sergeant Jimenez’s family forever. But, I 
hope that in some small way, Alex Jimenez’s 
parents have some relief now that they finally 
have the opportunity to lay their son to rest. 
Those closest to him will always remember his 
love for music and his family, and his loyalty 
as a soldier and friend. I extend my deepest 
and most sincere sympathies to the family of 
Staff Sergeant Alex Jimenez, and thank them 
for their sacrifice for our country. 

I would like to close my remarks by reading 
a few pieces of the U.S. Army Soldier’s Creed, 
which exemplifies the type of person Staff Ser-
geant Jimenez was; a man who loved his fam-
ily and his country. 
I am a Warrior, and a member of a team. 
I serve the people of the United States, and 

live the Army Values. 
I will always place the mission first. 
I will never accept defeat. 
I will never quit. 
I will never leave a fallen comrade. 
I am a guardian of freedom and the Amer-

ican way of life. 
I am an American Soldier. 
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Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the wonderful life of Mr. Will G. Bass, 
Jr. of Oakland, CA. We lost this exceptional 
community leader and dedicated leader and 
dedicated man of God on July 19, 2008. 

Will G. Bass, Jr. was born on May 25, 1939 
in Gilbert, LA. His parents were the late Will 
and Ivory Cameron Bass, and he was bap-

tized under the leadership of Reverend R.N. 
Teats in the Cuba Baptist Church at a very 
early age. He remained an active member of 
this congregation until moving to California as 
an adult. 

Education and personal growth were impor-
tant values to Mr. Bass, which he fostered 
throughout his life and promoted among the 
many young people that looked up to him. As 
a young man in Louisiana, Will attended and 
graduated from Franklin Parish Training 
School. He later graduated with a degree in 
Business from Grambling University before 
moving to California where he met and mar-
ried Ms. Betty J. Dobson on August 6, 1960. 
Theirs was a loving union which spanned al-
most five decades and produced two children, 
DiLeen and Nelda. A family man, Will honored 
and cherished these three women, and it was 
very clear to his friends and community that 
his favorite pastime was spending time with 
his family, which continued to grow in size and 
compassion throughout the years. 

A dedicated advocate for the prosperous 
development of his adopted community in 
California, Will was widely known as an astute 
businessman. He was the Founder and Presi-
dent of the Integrated Technology Group 
(ITG), which provides services as an informa-
tion technology and business assistance firm, 
as well as a land consultant. As a result of 
Will’s ingenuity, creativity, and personal drive, 
ITG was involved in some of the major and 
historic development projects in the Greater 
Bay Area. This included the 1 billion dollar 
Hunters Point Shipyard Development Project 
and the 1.3 billion dollar Oakland Airport Ex-
pansion Project. 

Will Bass was a man of many talents and 
accomplishments, reflective of the great diver-
sity and innovation present in the East Bay, 
where the 9th Congressional District lies. 
Among one of Will’s many great personal at-
tributes was his astute ability to think globally, 
while acting locally. He was able to foresee 
major international trends in a way that 
pushed opportunities for Oakland to the fore-
front and developed new frontiers for my con-
stituency. An example of this was his pio-
neering accomplishment as the first African 
American businessman in the Bay Area to be 
substantially involved in trade with Russia, 
China, and South Africa. When my esteemed 
colleague in the Senate, the Honorable 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN, was Mayor of San Fran-
cisco, Mr. Bass accompanied her to Abidjan, 
Cote d’ Ivoire, west Africa to establish the San 
Francisco-Abidjan Sister City Committee. This 
was the first time an African city had been en-
gaged in a sister city endeavor with San Fran-
cisco. 

Will Bass was a Founding Member and Past 
President of the 100 Black Men of the Bay 
Area, Inc. He served on the Board of Trustees 
of Allen Temple Baptist Church, and was a 
Founding Member, Treasurer and Board Mem-
ber of the San Francisco African American 
Chamber of Commerce. Will was also a 
Founding Member of the Oakland African 
American Chamber of Commerce, and he 
served on the boards of the American Institute 
of Ethics, the Westside Health Center, and a 
host of other organizations. 

The contributions Will made to his commu-
nity throughout his life are endless. He was a 
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